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The Spirit eof 76 .

A reguest has been sent forth to all ministers to preach a
patrittic sermon this morning. I shall preech my sort of e patrittie
sermon &s I have always done. I rather regret thet this request hes
been made for otherwise I hoped to have one Sundey free from direct
considerations of matters connected with the war. But it would seem
to be , and indeed would be ansit® unpardonable avoidance of an is-
sue that must be met. What I shall say this morning many of you will
not agree with. I may say things that I would rather not ssy, but the
occasion is none of my making.

T have been contrasting in my mind this week the difference
between the situation in this country and the world to-dey and the

situation that obtained =mixyrmxxxir® in the world and among the

colonies of &xm Englend one hundred end fortv one years ago to-dey.

At that time there was not such thing in the known world as & demo-
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cratic or republican form of Government. A few Frenchmen mmr notab;y

Rousseau were advocating ideas that have since become Xxk® more cormon.

France was mm® working up to the great Revolution. But all the countiris
of the world were organized ﬁpon the 0ld basis of xkm Authority to

an hereditary ruler. The state was private prorerty to be used and made

use of in the interests of a comparatively small nobility. The some totd
of citizenship, loyalty, and patriotism wes expressed in the terms of

taxes and obediehce, both to state and Church.

Here in America the same thing exisred so far as legal enactment
and formel allefience were concerned. The Colonies were ruled by a col-
onial governorbut not with the consent of the governed. In 1761 James

0tis , advocete General of the Colony of lassachusetts resigned his

office rather than plead the cause of the Goverment, and became the

leading councel in opposition in the suits =® involving smuggling and

the famous writs of assistance’ I
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It wad uring this trial that he made the famous stetement thet kexetivw

Xzws there were "rights derived only from nature and the Aunthor of
nature." that they were ' inherent, insliensble, and indefeasible by
L any laws, pacts, contracts, or governments, or stipuletions whieh man
could devise." Later John Adams declared that 'American Independence
was Imxmaxkwzxk then born."
One hundred and forty one years ago thete were brittish troops in
Boston. There were mobs, and riots. There were committees of correspond-
ence, there was the Boston Tea Party. Every where there was disloyalty,
every wherexThere was +treason to the home government. One hundred and
forty one years ago this day there was a very well defined convicéion
r»among these disloyal xakxi##® rebels that a conflict was coming between
the rebels and the government, between the kimgxmm disloyal subjects
and the king. That confliet did come. Its history, its tradition, its

heroism are part of the breath of life of every true lover of democracy.
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The it was the world ggainst the democracy. Even after the French

Revolution and Napoleon, the monarchies of ZEurope united to suppress

‘and prevent the spread of dread republicanism. This new nation replied

-
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with the Nonroe Docirine when it was proposed to re-establish control
by monarchies of revoled spanish colonies in the Testern Hemésphére
Now the slogan has changed. It is the world against monarchy.
Thether that slogan is true to falt or not, it is interesting to note
that it expresses the only pretext upon which people could be rallied

to the support of European war. One other faet is to be noted, and very
oovernment

serious consideration,-That is the fact that each xafksm in order to
. get the support of the nation had to present the war as & war of defense
or a war in support of democraey. All these facts indicete gains in

the spread of opinion in the direction of love “or, devotion to, and

belief in the principles and the institutions that embody the principles
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k@t of democracy. You may almost circle the globe to-day and step

from the soil of nations organized according to some measure of

republican democratiec government., To that proposition

of government of the peonle Xmrxkk=m, by the peonle for the people
we are irrevocably committed. ‘It has been a great acheivment. The task
is by no means complete, kmkxwE and we must not deceive ourselves with
the smug mmkimmxk notion that we have accomplished that task. But note
the fact that true allegience to this country, true allegience to the
flag which is the symbol of this country, demands allegpience to those
principles upon whieh this nation was founded, for which the repolﬁtion-

ary war fought, for which the civil war was fought. Any thought, any
conduct, whether politicasl or social that violates those principles,

even when done under the cover of patriotism, is high treason to this

nation, To the furtherance of those principles, to the greater glory



L8
of those principles, to the greatness of the nation because of the com-

rleteness with which those princigles are becoming embodied in its Xkkmmdk
thought, its institutions, its purroses, its very life, =211 those in

Iﬁﬁhose nature beats the 1ové of freedom 2nd life, give allegcience xixm%k
without rese#ve. From this point of view every sermon that I have ever
preached, every public address that I have ever uttered has been backed
by as clean and unselfish a patriotism-as 1t is prossible for mex to
muster out of the derths of hy soul. But this nation that I love demands

a higher allegience xkzx® and a more constant loyalty, than the mere
jingo-talk in such times as these. Long ago I enlisted in the quiet
end silence of my own zmkamk soul to»giye all that I am to the increasing

L’glory and power of kkmk those principles, those institutions that are

the fovndation of this republie. I have come to know what those yxEImEigpk

principles mean to me. Sometimes it has been hard to follow them, but
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to the best of my ¥nowledge I have followed where they have lead me.

EFowxkrexxkaxExI e X TRXXRRXRTEX
We are now living in a netion at war with a great European Power
which is now the last greet nation of the Testern TWorld to c¢ling to the
pronciples of authority Goverment. The declaration of war has come afte
a long reriod of formal neutrality. It has come inspite of the wishes
of the Americenrn preorle as a whole, and innsyite‘of the wishes of the
govereErert Predident of the United States. What the real forces were
that heve brought abtout this situation will not be Zksmiwmswk known until
long after the war, and perhars never. Thether our greatest enemies
have been foreign nations of domestic factioms is a judgement that each
must pass on to his own satisfaction. XEE I have opposed the proposition
of this nation going to war. I believe that The New Republic is correct

when it states that " a great democratic nation gradually forced into
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forced into wer, in spite of the manifest indifference or reluctancé

of the majority. of its pofulation : they have rightly mkxikmimd attibh-
buted the successful pressure to the ability of a small buf influential
I minority to impose its will on the rest ef the country. "

I have been in that vagorlty Dut the nlnorlty has Irevalled and
we ere at war. According to 21l t}e forms of tour: crover.nrre1117 the vote &
of congress commits the entire country to the war. mbe vote of Convress
is fkmm vote of the people constitutionally. That the spirit of the

constitution may have violated is‘a roint oren to debate. All that is
now past history. Some daj it will come up for review by the nation, and
judgement will be passed, but that must be péstponed.
= I have opposed the marxkerzmxexIxkzxexfez® rarticiration of this
nation in the war becesuvse I have believed thet it imperils the rrinciple
of democracyrw fkmmk withovt which this netion wovld be dead. To be

sure I hete the institution of wer. I thinrhet it is foolish,
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barbarie, hateful to every conception of life that I hold dear. But

that'repﬁlsion to war is not with me as it is with many a conviction
that would prevent me from taking pert in & war that.I believéd a ;
necessity for the preservation® of yprinciples thet I hold desr. If I =mik
could see that the principles of democrascy ere really at stake in the
war, I would support it. But the war was begun as & resvlt of-a long
developing process of ¥mperiel rivelry, ecspecielly in industriel fields.
The Russien Revolution has given it & new turn, end is the first Irzxidimsk
incident that bespegks mmx in any resl way & success Tor democrsetic
principles and institutions. One toth sides the wer was in pert csused
by the feer of democratic develorpments in Gomestic af airs. Russia was
in the midst o7 revolutionary demonstretions when the wer broke out.
Germany was facing & serious confliet with the Sociel Temocrecy. England

was face to face with the irsh end Suffrage, and labor disturbances
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in 1914, All these democratic tendencies were factos in precipitating

the war, The wer weas the culmingtion, as I have said before, of the
Imexikakiw forces operating in Buroreen life, netionalism snd industria

™= ism, It marks the end of an era. It closes, the curtein on en ege, It
was:a’ confliet 'of, Empires.

_But wers never end as they mzxmm begin. The Russien Revolution
changes matters very seriously. It may rpove the “actor that terminates
the war, and sends a wave of democratic vietory throughout the entire
world. If that Isxkxwe proves true the ppice that is paid for the
results may not be too great, but in that case it has ceased to be a
war of Empires but a revoiution in the midst Qf war of Empiresf E6-48

»he spread of that Revolution that appeals fo me.



