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ment has developed its ieader, in whom it finds 2 more or

+éss adequate expression of its underiying purpose, has fol-
iowed nis direeting influence, rea.ize: to a certain extent
its initial purpose, and then siowliy sunk to the ieve. of a
hero worship eult, nourishing itseif on the sentimental re-
Tlections of past glory, and allowing itseif to become atro-
phied into a passive non- creative sort of an exissance. /n
iliuminating sort of an iliustration of what I have in mind
is afforded us by the spectaclie of the past week, in the HEx-
XRANXXRERX sefviees ecommerative of the anniversary of the
birth of Lincon. Sixty years ago Lineoin was just growing
ifto the position where as ieader of a great morai awakening,
he was directédg the movements pf the establisment of a new

fas

national ideal. At the time of this anniversary , when we are
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facing probliems no les: momenious than he faced, nothing

o
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1" pressed me more than the tendency to convert these
services into a sort of & sentimental worship of a demi-
god, Vhile we gain in the satisfaetion of contempiating

the heroie aspeets of his iife, yet we lose in over-emphesis-

e

ng that side, and in over-lokking the essential attidude
that makes his 1ife vital as a morai leader to;day. I " “think
that we are ail impressed with the fact of our own moral
problems , and what is$ more wéd are ail X§X anxious to make
our contribution to their solution. The contempiation of the
iife of Lineolnfrom the point of view of hero-worship,
leaves us in the frame of mind sueh as the je's habitually
had, that frame of mind that is forever looking for the eom-
ing of & messiah, Ve feel our own incapacity » OUr own laék

of training for the piain task s to which our time calis S,
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The result is diseouragement, and the inevitable liooking feo
ghe coming of the God annointed llessiah. hiie just the op-
posite shoulid be the effegt. We should feel irpressed, not
with the sense of the vast chasm that separates us from the
leader, but with the fact that adherance to simple humen
prineiples has enable& the leader to aecomplish what he did,
and that adheranee to those same simpie human principles that
are in us as they were in him, wiadl enable us to make not
e great, but at least a worthy eontribution to the work that
is befre us., We shoulid feel the uplift, the call to the XXXC6

fulfiilment of the funetion of kife in all its various rela-
tionships. Ve want not the worship of the hero, but we waxhk
to receive something of the dynamie of his moral purpose,

absorbed into our own being , and thkrough us transformed,
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and transfigured inte the living reaiity of our 1ife work.
Herein is a thought that I wish to apply to the
conerete problem of oru relation to reiigious cults. How
far ®HXX should our alieégienee to reiigious leaders be car-
ried ? /11 history bears witness Lo the faet, and indeed it
is not pure essertion to say that every great movement in X%
the direction of moral progress, or indeed any change, has
always been associated with some great personaliity, Within
the last 50 years we have witnessed the establishment of the
doctrine of evolution. How c¢loseLy that movement has been i-
dentefied with Charlies Darwin is apparent. Indeed in the ®H
mind of many Evolution and Darwinism are synonemous, but one
does not detract from the worth of Darwin to say that he isg
not wholly respomsibie for the édiscovery and the statement

of that doctrine. Ve may ciass him as the leader or rather
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a leader of a great intellectual movement that has had its »

rise and has become established during the last hundred b,2.3
years. The name of Wesley is elmost synonemous with the leth-
odist movement., Cromweagl stands for the active side , and
Milton for the intelleectual side of the great puritanism.
Calvinism, Lutheranism/ each take their name foom their jlead-
ers, as do the great monastiec movements of the middie ages.
liohamidan ism is forever wrapt up with the name of the lead-
er, as is Bufidhism with the name of its leader. So also do

we find the same thing true in Christianity. But beecause we
thus essociate the name of the lLeader with a movement of this
kind, we must be careful not to look upon the leader as the
cause,of the movement. That is far from being true. Indeed

it is olmost entirely false. liuech more true is it to say

that the movement producel the leader, and even that is not
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true to faet . The faet seems to be that all these great m
movements that make for a de per appreeiation of 1life and X
its relationships have had their origin in unknown lives.
They have involved a2 new & growing ideal, The inerease and
the spread of the movement has created an atmosphere. Then
someone, feeling the pulse of the times in whieh he has liv-
ed, has REEXXXX eome to the front, giving expression to the
as yet but half understood and half formulated ideals,has
beecome the leader, and the direetor of the movement. Thus it

is established.mTye leader is not the cause, but he plays a

conspieuous part, and is indeed a large and contribution

foree, Thus it was with the rise of Christianity, The inter~
piay of national ideals, had caused @ modefication and a fus-
ion of #éxisting forms and stendards. Judiasm was being mode-

fied by Greeian influences, and by roman life. Qut of the
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infiuenece of the one upon the other, ther must come changes.
Jesus felt the pulse of this new universalizing proeess, he
gave expression to it, and became the leader of its first

great outward menifestation, He was not the cause , but the
product of the movement , making his own large contribution
to it. If we ecould get back into the atmosphere of the time
in whieh he lived, we should come upon men in whose minds

there were stange wild thoughts, high ideals whieh ravished

these ideals
their very beings. Lead by the hope of making XHEK vital to

@all men as they were to themselves, their realization REEXZ

become the absorbing passion of their lives. Do you imagine

for one moment that the men who become the diseipies of Jesus

simply ieft their work to follow biindly the chanee dreamer

that eame along and told them to foliow him, Y Thimgs do ndé
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happen that way. Baek of it all is the setting of unrest,

and longing idealism. ile spoke to them as one having author-
ity, not because he spoke of something new to them, but bee-
cause he was speaking to them EHHI of , and ctarefying for
them thagghhs and idealé that were not foreigh to them. The
shepherd had come , and the sheep knew his voice. They dise-~
iples followed him, not because he aske. them to, but because
they reecognize’® in him one to whom their own hopes and aspir-
ations Tound expression. They followed his lead. It was not
a servile obedience to a master who ruied by some alleged
supernatural power, but the generous loyelty to one in whom
they saw the embodiment of a common jdeal and a common purp-
ose. The infiuemee of the dynamiec of a great personality up-
on those who give their voluntary allegiance to its leadershi

ship is one of the inspiring hhings of thuman life. But in
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interplay of personality, the gospel 1s one of give ond XAk

and take. Ve see the tremendous outpouring of personal infliu-
ence from the master mind, teking in its grip and holding by
a powerful hand of the spirit, and direeting with the iasight
of sympathy, those minds that have given it voluntary loyalty
but we forget the constant inflow of inspiration and ahd
loyaity that eomes to the mester mind from those in whom ZA
there is also hope, aspiration , and loyalty. llo Ldncoln
ever 1ived and wrought, but that he had behind him, not only
to support and to assist, but to furnish ijspiration and
aspiration and hope, to enthuse with confidance, and assura-
nee, that great army of men end women to whom he was tne
inearnation of their hopes , their eourage , their 1ife,

No Christ ever lived and wrought for the good of man, but

that behind him, furnishung him with the daily food of his




B T E———

i T s . PRE T T T e M BT Ll - 2w .ot ey ¢

il T

moral and RXRXEAXXKX intellectual life, that great background
of men and women , like unto the leader in hope, like unto
the leader in REXE aspiration, 1ike unto the leader in con-
secration, bone of his bone , flesh of his flesh, blood of
hid blood, scul of his soul. Ierhsps the disciples and the
followers of Jesus did not fully underavand the full signif-
ieanee of his purpose, but anyway their 1.yalty and their k
hope is reflected in the loyalty and the hope that appears
in the life of him as their leaqder, Thus i$ slways is in Xk
this great drema of human life. The virtue and the nobiiity
of the leader are but the incarnation of the virtue and the
nobility of those who , in wholesouled allegience, give them-
seives to be lead., Before them as the great guiding prineiple
» the source of their common dynamie,is the vision , always

the vision of a new heaven and & new earth, Into one body
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are they moudded by the discipline of purpose. L:ke & great
army they foldww their way, their leader before them, at
oncee lead and being lead, If perchance he should fall, there
arises soame Paul to take the words of cammand as from his
very mouth as he falls, and stilli the great army moves for-
ward with an ispesistable foree, irresistable because it is
charge with the dynamie¢ of human life and human progress.
Let leader after leader fa.l, the progress een no more be s
stayed than can the progress of the stars in their Bourse.
It,.is all 2 part of the great eosmie proecess, the fullfill-
ment of the very funetion of being. Suech is the reiation
of leaders to folbowers,

I now pass to the specifie question of the relatihn
or rather the proper ¥8U8%I¥RK significance of the person of

Christ to the reiigious life of our own time. Onee with a
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spontaneous enthusiasm, men ra.iied around the leadership

of Christ, reeognizing in him the embodiment » @nd the effe-
ctive agent of their idealism. Thet love, that devotion, that
respomce of the commoy people, who heard hin gladly, is a Xxi
tribute not only to him “ho was listened to, but to those wlo
listened. UJince that day when he spoke to the muititude wi h
authority, great abuses have arisen in the eult that have at-
tempted to honor him and to continue of that fellowship tha
had its spontaneous uprising in the fullness of time. The
spirit has been forgotten. A cu.t of hero worshippers, not
entirely devoid of a siekly sentimenta.ism, have userped the
place of those who accorded hin in the early days their spm-
taneous loyaity. To them , among whom he moved he was the be-
iovel ieader. To their folbowers he become the supernatural

agent of God.As days passed by and hero worship took the g



R

~PINCe Ol NONeSt lo0yalty, Moree ana more he

bHecome removed £r
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from the life of men, becoming in turn XX & demi-god, and X

then very God himself, until at last like the diseiples of

bl -

0i@ they knew only that he had been taken from them , but XK

1

. dueh the situation to-
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thye did not know where he was lai
day in the great body of the Christian chureh, We stil. fec-
ept the name that is ceonnected with Aésus, many still pay B
him & formal worship &s to a God, or a hero; but the vital
influence of him as a help in common every day human life is
gone., All this is the natural resuit of the long eontinued
effort of 1ifting him up above them common level of life, s~
that men looking upon him , have become discouraged,and could
sec toeir on.y the supernaturyl being .he Latchet of whose
shoes they were unworthy to unioose, who had in him some
steange power that made an impassidble chasm between him and

the common i1ife of man. For the sake of a great lifeless
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useless demigod, they have destroyel on of the grande st

human souls that ever responed to the glorious impuise to
humen life, and that ever heid himseif true to a nobie ideal.
Thus we ‘have not only 1limited but in a-large measure destroy-
ed the true infiuenee that the founder of Christendem should
exereise over the*iife 'of 'men. ‘It*"may have becn necessary at
one tire to do this"; but eertainly it'is no longer necessary
Let us eut away the abuses of aliegienee, and if we may feel
the true human pulse that was in the life of Jesus and those
who heard him gladly, that new impuise to 1life that has mark-
ed a era in the history of mank nd.

In so far as man rises above the common place animal
existance, he does so in r sponse to an irr-epressable impulse
to realize a truer g randeur of 1life than he has yet Zévad.

Before him is the vision of truth unknown, of goodness not

.
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yet realized, of beauty as yet undreamed of. To feel the HE

deeper undercur ent of this great pusating humanity, to swin
velliently in* the great:current of! human progress,: to feel

the eall of the finite to its universal consecration, and to

+—-)

ulfill, joyously, in p#in @and in pieasuré, the great funet-
ions of huamn life,-- that is L1ife,

In that 1ife, we het wisdom, inspiration, uplift,
vision,even consecration itself, from those among whom we
iive, from those who have lived,in many ages and c¢limes.
Whereever we get that help r, wheter in the man who lives
to-day, or in the man who lived hundreds of years ago, it
is @ help not beecause the person who gives was removed from
us b& some great unhuman power, but because he is akin to us

and hes touched the simple true eords of the symphony of

human 1ife. Those who have iived , received and they gave.
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It si for us to recieve and t
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give, lie owe no maén or person
any homage above that of the respect and the love of one man
to another in the giving and the tak ng of the mor~l and
spiritual helps of human jife, Whatever there is on the life
of Jesus that gives eourage , insight, uplift, that helps

to make 1ife nobler, and the world better, let us take it,
and be thankfuli that he and many anotheer has lived true to
simple prineiples of human life. But we must not forget that
we ,too, are human beings destined to fulfill the funetions
of human life as were they, and that they can demand naought

of us that in any way impoverishes the full exerciseof the

;powers of human 1life that are within us. In our reiationship

to uplifting personalities, we are to be guided by the same
principle as in the XE{EXXABHRXEX relationship to sacred

writings. Those writings that inspire us , are inspired, and
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we take from them as we have need, Those personalities that
inspire and uplift us, they are for us our Christs, our an-
nointed ones. In the high thoughts that they inspire in us,
in the nobility of purpose XRAXXXR&yx with whieh they infuse
us, in the personal integrity that they exaet of us , is th
true and rightous expression -of our deeper appreciation for
the lives that they have lived, In the handiwork of our E¥XK

eraft is our prayer,




