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Tlen hove oiways hod in toeir minds the idecl off thet cone

djtion of 1ife in which psople wouid ilve according to the high=-
est principles of conduct end aspirctlon. Ve do not have to depend

entirel: on our present day conceptions of the 1deal community
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for vhet the principle aend motive of conduct in & vorld of right-

ousness should be. The earliest traces of vritten historical in-
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formation disclose to us the fact men heve aiweys desirednto live
under conditions thet should be better ond cieaner thon the conde

ons under which they cctucily heve iLived. To go back no GUr L

il
er than
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the time wReWXiX# to which the tradition of Moses corries
us, we find lioses , as he tended his sheep for his father in low
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the prié&t of Midion, struggling over the fact that vhile he was

enjoying the essy Life of a shepherd, his peoplie were suffering
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the hardshdps and hurdens of 2 cruel service under Lgyptian bond-
age. The condition of affoirs which he knew existed did noi s uoe
with what he knew the condition of iife ought to be. Therefore, in
spite of the difficuities before him he determined Yo leave lis

quiet pecceful 1life as tender of sheep, to go down into Lgypt, to
free his peopie from their hondage aond ddngEit.. lead tihem into @

land flowing with milk and honey, that they might live in a worlid
orderel in rightousness. but no sooner is this tnlng accomplished
thon these same people see thot the things they have accomplishe
do not satisfy them. They must stilil press 1 crwézd to & greater

task.
. gain ih the prophet s we £ind the same spirit that demend

a of mon that tho: must not be satisfied to enjoy the results of
wvork alrecdy accomplished, but they must ever press forward in the

work of developing ond establishing o worid of men ordered in
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rightousness. This work is © humon necessity,- & necessity how-

evor which rests not on any external command,but ¢ necessity which

finds its sanction in the ver, noture of man dimseld

an is just
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that being who i endowed with 2 divine discontent, and must for.

evor continue his recstless seorch for the aliuring ideal of a
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worid ol rightousness, which 1lke 2 cioud by Gay and a pililar 01
Fal

-y P £ i P .. FY s Vi
poabls o1l progress iorever. lin

"ire by night leads

his dream 2nd in h leading the children o~ Israeal

into the land of progress loses 1s true to the best of human not
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ure. oo alse was .mos true to the best of humon nature when he

came from the pianes of Tekos pleading for a worid of justice,say

unto the people of Israealwith the voice and the courage of the

prophet,~"l hate, I dispise vour fensts, and I wili toke no deli=-

ght in your solemn assembliec. Tea, though ve offer me your burnt
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offerings end meal offerings, I will notaccept them; neither will
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a mighty stream.”
mouth of God ,calling
less
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discherge his duty as the

the

showed the , 0 man , vhot is
of the,but teo do justiy, ond

with thy God ?
Here is
highest concention of

of its highest duties.

offerings

Such are the words that = mos
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life ,

Here we find %l
inherent impuise of men's noture.

m(‘_g:m-

WY e n A £ 4 = % e oy <

i vour fat beants, Taks away from
LSS % sedam o T + 3 B e
for I will not hear the melody of thy

waeeny A N g
waters, ond rightousness as
puts

into the

helr duty to one another.

less searching stotement does lilcah
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of rightousness,~" God hath
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goods end whoat doth the Lord require

to iove mercy, oend to wealk humbly
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of the samo charscter end significonce is the message of Jesus

to the world in which he lived. Cesting nside o8 nonessential 2ll

else in the vhole cystem of religious ond sociol 1ife, he declieres

oniy for the cliear under sgending of the two greot principles of

of humon 1life thou shalt ilove the Lord thy God with all thy

heart and thy neighbor as thy self” or as Jesus expressed it In.

another ploce, "1l things therefore thet ye would thot mén should

unto thed ' BHEEXRLIR for this is the

do unto rvou do ye even 30

1ow and the proohets” llatt. 7-12 It was becouse he perceived
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-he csgentinl truth of this ideal of 1life that heturned the fall
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rorce of hiz invective agoinst the FRAKERENZE pharisaic menner of

yiety and its essentiel inward selfishness

This seme idea hes beon the burden of the mescage of oll




the grest couls of history,~ of 211 those vho heve lived end work-
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ed after such & gianner of life og fo make the world o hetter place
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in which to 1live , and 1ife itsell to teen with high purpose and

become enrichened with the 1ight of glory ond splendor thet glves
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truth is given ¢ setiing that makes it stend oul cleer and boid
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in the background of pregent fussion life.""hat 1s the cause of

i1ived to=dog 7" asks this man who is the central figure of
ol's book® .+ “Vhy is it thot a young person as freec from any
desire to be cruel and to ceuse sulfering as & new born bebe, why

is it that such & one developes into & man or a woman who,either
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by ective participation, of by unprotesting a iessence, fosterc

a condition of socisl iife such as exists in Russis to~deyl” wes
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tine: such 25 Jesd LEund - otfgﬂi found in Russia: such as you em
I know exist to-day right here in this nation of freedom, Ve roc-
ognize the fact»thnt in spite of the great progress that has been
made ‘in the esteblishment of the principles of right conduct since

the doys when the children of Iswoeal esceped from the O??Truﬂi@ﬂ
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of thel
h@re'ara vastly better than they are in Pussia to=d 0y, we are by
no means able to affirm thet justice rolls down like woters and
rightousness 1ike o mighty stream, |

Llse why do we hove to recognize the fact that during the
pest weeck thousands of'chilirﬂn have bheen working in faocetories,

end coal mines under conditions thet not only destroy their body
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bility such men
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but absolutely crush out from their life all pos

and women ms 7ou unu i wOULd wish our childron to become and are
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why ore we cormpelie to a&mi% thot thousonds of men ond women have
not received xh gufficient wapges for thelr weeks work to enable
them to 1ive decently and under clean and heslthiul conditions.
"hy to we heve to ndmit thet to-day when men and women are given
o dov of rest ond opportunity for recrentiod there ir presented

N e

to TRERRATBENERENKARER their nindd no other possibility thon

ross dissipstion ond destructive immorsllty. So dwerfed hove t
a
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thel» minds hecome og o result of the conditions and the
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of 1iTe in which they hove come to meiurity, thot now eny ouher
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tind of reloxation and plecsure thon the kind ther turn tc as by

hrs become cimost an imposcobiiity. ‘hy is it , also
thot we have to admit thet in many a place where there should be
a home fillea with all the deiights and ell,the immeasureble en-

ments such a8 oxisk in @ home ordere in love and rightousness,
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there is ot this moment nothing but strife, contention, suspicion,
jeelousy, cruelty and 2lli the cursed conditions thnat mar the peace
df the house-nold, tare its mombers thereoff asunder, and scatter
them broodeest over the face of the earth. I say ,~"Vhy is it £t
thet we have to odmit the Tact of these conditions and bow our
heads in shome as we ocknowledge thom?

The eonswer to this qu@étion is the some answer thet was
Given by Amosg by m;cah, by Jesus, by Tolstol, by all the men who
by virtuo of their lives have made the world better to deay than
1t was two thousends veors ago. These conditions exist becouse
we think thot there are circumstences under which we may treat a
humen being as we would treat a thing that there ore circumstenw
ges under which we moy deal with a humen bazn" without Zove: thot

tl@?@ are conditions under which we mey ipgnore tiw nature of man
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convenience ovor-ride his ¢lrins totonsideration
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him and ourselives ot the some time. Ilersin is the r
root of all evil . That which is personai, morel and spiritual
wentrest cs if it were ¢ thing to be weighed or measured ond bou=
ght with a price. ‘ehave to acknowledge the fact of chiid labor
becouse we think thot o child is o thing worth so much in the lo-
bor morketAid end becouse we refer to seli the body , nind and
personaiity of thé child for the »price of incrensed dividends,

low prices., Ve hove child labor hecause we consider that there are

circumstoncesmwhen the c¢hild is to be bhought and sold 1like & pourd
ﬂf wutter, . coln we »ov low WAZES bHecouss we think that there ave
othor thin-s that sre more important than thon the moking of good
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and try to make amends for the evil resulls »f ocur =vericedy by
charitablie provisions for the poor workman. e have lLiomes broken

because we think thet mone: is more importance than the spirite

»
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nk that we can
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ual powers that create the home, becruse we th!
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chese love ond kindness end affection with money,beccuce in short

we think that we can treat the nersonality just as ve whuld

a phéce of Tumniture, to he bhought ond zold. Thus we shutl oursel-

£13

veos from the heaven into vwhich we would enter,and then think thaet
there is no such hesven.,

8 a natural conse.uernce of violating the 1ows of a world

e

of rightousness, we are living in a world where rightousness, and
8till with longing hearts and often with bleeding and bhroken hears

we struggie to Trec ourselves from bondage under whidh we labor
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that any one of us would or could ever be the direct perpetrator
I any line of c¢onduect that would resuit in bringing ebout child
iabor, or extreme poverty, or grosg immoraiity. Yet .as a m-tter
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of" fact we are aili partners to the affuirs. Perho;

vesteriay to the store to purchose some cotton cloth at ¢ ¥
very cheap price. anu 1t did not occur to you to find out whether
or not thet cloth was made by children or grown people. 8 cource
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it would Co no good to have asked concerning the wages pald, be-
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£¢ oW wiges S0 that e can-i1ive decently. But o n the whole

you prefer cheap cloth¥d to good men, ond excuse rour selfichnes
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that you camnot afford to poy more thon
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there are circumstances under which men may be regsorded as things.

How long do yvou think t ot these milis wonld empior chiid lobor

if we should refuse to buy rhelr goods. Or take snother o

winter we hove been using coal in our stoves and furnoces . Hos
it ever occurred to us thot the alate wes picked from the corl

by bors vho ovght to he ovt ot pioy. Or indded it is possible

that we mp: derive some of our income from these ver: mills ond
gcoal mines in which chiidren are emnlioved. Yor the =stke of ne
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we permit stronge things to hoppen. I wes, told the otley
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in the tovn invhich

S
g woman wvho is 2 very promi

she iLives. Jhe ig also especiclly interested in the W.C.T.U.
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and is a ver:y strong advocnte for no-license in her own town, but

at the scme time she cwnes o large block of RigX€rR¥k stock of ¢

s wiilingness to accenT
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brewery in the nelghboring tovn. It is thi
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may be, to break or csuse to be
rectly, ali the soelal and moral Laws that should reguinte the B
cunduct of nmen,- it is beccuse we cre willing to do cli these ihi

things for the sake of money that thesc condGitions exist about us.
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true thot the most dangercus aspect of the situatic
in the intereszts of the trsde and for the purpose pi meking money
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men not only seek to meet the demond 2s 1t exisis but they make
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stand cside and thimk thot the hem of our skirts arve clecn. They
are not clean , they are zoilied ond ther are stained . There ls

ati1l a lack of rightousness in the worid, and we,you and, I 4 %
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continue to trect msn os things of vaiuve to us and of in terest to
us onlv as they serve to make our iife as ensy asn nosglbls.

In the face of this, situnticn what moy be done by one who
really belioves thot thers ore no circunmstances under wvhich we moay
denl with men without recognizing over ond chove all elne their

»

worth to themselves rnd iy, themselves. iIn short whet should be
morprineiple of cenduct ifrl renlly think that the one grect pure
pose of of hurmen 1life is to iive to fhe rec ‘ﬁ’xtion of the highe ect
of man's possibliit}es. e have to recognize the fact the world

we live in is far fvom,e n»erfect condition, thot cur worid or
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I’ienu(}u ness, is still partly dream ond partly rociisy. Whaut
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whot can one do in such o world? The anaswer to this cusstion is

the seme old cnswer thot hes been on the iips man LEeNiEIRe Tor
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mercys it is what Jesus meant when he said ¢
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others as they would thot others wol.ld to them, ond whet he n
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meant wien he sald thot men shourd love thelr neighbors as theme
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celves: it is whrt Toletol meons when L says thot the recogniée
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tion of this truth and Ll truth alone willl free Russla from

Ler cruedl bonduge ASAL8E8XE under which moot of
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IT we do not want to exterminate these conditions, ifiwe wani
to enjoy our eace and comfort at the expense of the children ond

tie mon vho Lives in want , If we are realiy are willing to let
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this bockyord of suffering , ignoronce and Vics and possion

remain She hotbhed upon which the luxeries and cunforts of our life
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are nurtured, then let us do away wlth our ta about the golden

‘_ [ P
B riie and the brotherbood of men. \
if we o réoily ¢ a world of rightousnes
then we mist subordincie every other £ 15fe to the
one of giving the freccst scope ond ve acsslsionce
to the deveiopenent of men and wmomen gharocters amd
| aspirations of the same high order ag thot of Jesus Christ.
in our direct relations with men we must
to th.nk thot there can exist conditions under which we the
a5 norsl right to purchose dur own edvancesment at the price of the
injury to enother. lo mon hos eny moral right to toke ndvantage
. of circumstances end poy oman in wages a sum less thon is re uie-
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and wolk humb 7ith our @od? ;3 until we know that thore

are no conditions under which on® man mey treot another man or
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