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R v, Subgae ~-. The religidwm_of Humanity

X&gyb/-l wish to speqk this morning upon the subject,

o . . J The religion oﬁjﬁhmanlty. I wish to suggest the answer
dfastests KERIRAXEIX to that question that is behind all
| the seething unrest and inquiry of our times. Why is

it that we are in the midst of ail the turmoil , dis- .
integration anaﬂreconstruction that we find about us
to-day? Whd] is the significance of it all ? What will
be the outcome of it ¢
| What I have in mind is well suggested iﬁ one of

T
£ 5 2 the pointed and prophetic utterances of Mazini, the

E . great.Italian reformer, who has been called the i

e
F EA s

prophet of the religion of humanlty.
- Even before ﬁh\ the movement of modern life H@&

Do, 3 s
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had become so well defined agbit H@&Jto~day, Mazinni
felt the full power of its vitalizing force surging
through his being . He felt the call ef the modern

spirit of 1life, and even as he felt it he recognized

g c,
it as the call of the éﬁk&kﬁﬁﬁf“ﬁ%th an abandonment

s 7 . (3 E3 3 - .‘:} A
that is at once heroic and divine , he cast behind him °

all conformity and plu d into the midst of the move-
ment that was just then beginning to be felt in the
world in which he kived. He had faith that In the Xi
stranggfunnonventional ideas of the unknown men of his
time)the voice of the Living God was speaking even as
it he® spoke to XKE Amosgthe herdsman‘o Tekoa; to
Eosea , the prophet of love; to Jesus, the prophet

of the abundant life, He had faith that beneath all the

changing forms , there is the eternael spirit)tﬁﬂras
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true to its igborn powers, and with an irredistfble
instinet , follows on towards the eternal truth of
humen life.
_ 2%
These two things should be noted in Mik}ni,

for I am sure that they are the two anchors by which

we should feel ourselves tied to reality in the midst

&

»

of the igsnging conditions of our time. Maz?nﬂﬂ&con-
sidere%ﬂcurrent religion of his time to consist main-
1y of symbols and rites. To him as to most men of to~

day these symbols , rites and creeds, : lost their
vitality/ They no longer expres i 1iving faith. They
are the falling leaves of @ bygone luxuriance. To him
they seeme! to belong absolutely te the past. Yet in

spite of the fact that he saw them fading away into
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oblivion of HMistéry, he did not do as many are doing
to-day’“he did not jump to the cd‘clusion that there
will be no more leaves , no more luxuriance, He did
not see in the d%%ay of the old forms , w«é the old
symbols and the old creéds, the passing ¢f that spirit
in humsn 1life that had produced them. We look not with
feelings of hopelessmess upon the falling leaves, for
we know that éézn now the self same spieit that has
produced the leaves of the passing season is at work
preparing for the luxuriance of the years that are be-
fore. To him also that self same spirit that has dot-

ted the whole Tace of the world with spots that are

sacred to human iife, because there man's aspiring soul

haes for the moment caught a glumpse of the infinite




spirit of 1life; to hir also that self same spirit in
man that has produced passing forms to egpress its
best thoughts , and its highest aspirations , that
has produced sacred wrlthgixrell$mpus institutions
liturgies and even credos, is eéven now ab work at
the same problem $rying to give adeqguate edpression
to the best thought and the deepest feelings‘that
possess the mind of man as he contemplates his relat-
jon to the unseen world of force and ideals in the
midst of whieh he finds himself. The old forms pass
away as do the dying leaves, but the religious INZEXA

impulse of the human soul is abiding and will for-

ever work so long as man lives and thinkg and wonders

at the mystery of human life nn% the glor§ ahd the
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ma jestic splendor of the Universe, This eternal pre-
sense of the religious spirit in human 1life, and the
recognition of it as the master passion of the human

soul was a fundamental faith of Magzini. We must rec-

ognize this as the deepest faith of all huamn life.

- Then whatever changes in form or in interpretation E

come we shall stila be relying upon an ultimate faith
in an eternal principle g# e and an eternal funct-

ion of the human personality.

B
But still more liazzmné saw that in all these x

changing forms,R¥H the constant falling of the old

leaves of feith and the constant off the

new 1i;ges of faith, there is to be observed a con-

eX¥ni. and an approach to a clearer under-

standing of the truth. By whatever trail one may trav-




el, in howsoever deep @ thicket one may find hiﬁgglf
straying, the way is always up , up towards the moun-
tain~top where the truth of the higher and the purer
interpretation of human life finds a free scope for
its inquiring gaze into the infinite,

Thus he sees in the evolution of the life of
man, & growing appreciation of man's deeper reaztion
to the mysterious unseen,"Terhaps iIn religion as in
politics," he says," the age of the symbol is passing

away, and a solemn manifestation may be approaching

of the idea as yet hidden in that symbol. Perhaps tke
the discovery of a new relation--that of the individ-

ual to humanity-- may lay the foundation of & new re-

ligious bond, as the relation of the individual with

nature was the soul of paganism, and the relation of




the individusl with God WHXXXKNXEEEX has Bear Aks: Wos

of Christianity! :
' Such seems to me to he 7£;ue statemant of the

‘develépemaﬁt of the religious life. In the simple

1life of the primitive man the inguiring spirit was

directed towards the more apparent relationships of
the individuali to nature. As these searchings extehd -
ed into the unsegn spirit back ofmeture—end manifest-
* | ed in nature, the object of interest was gradually b 4
| : transferred from the multiplicity of menifestation to

the comron source of the power that is seen in natuee,

-

But it is lementably true that as men turned their =B
eyes up from the earth to the unseen, they forgotl &gf,

together the facts of their relation to the realities

of mother nature . They bacame entirely engrossed Q.
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in their contemplation of and their imaginings about -
that unseen spirit and that unseen world fer off in
the distaﬁgﬁgﬁart from all that they could see and %
feel and hear and touch. Thus it happened that their
faith came to hang by a mere thréad of the imégination

All of a sudden men realized that they had ¥
walked to the very edge of a precipce , and tha3;§$§”
step more, #A& they would step entirely of f into the

abyss of unr8ality. The spirit of the modern world

hes called them back from their vain quest of the X8

realities of life amid the_amiih&be unreliated spec-

ulations of pure reasopn. Now we have turned again to

our paganism of the relation of the individual to the

TREXHBERERXAXXHR world of naturé , and we find that
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to us even as to Moses of o0ld comes the voice of

the great spirit from out of every b%?h that burnes
with the message of eternal beauty,- Take off the
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground," Tired and weary in our se
search fof the truth in the phantom world of specuda-
tiog)we have laid ourselves down to rest upon the KX
hard rock of nature. ‘e have awakened from our re-
freshing sleep only to say as did Jacob of old,-"
Surely Jehovah is in this place, and I knﬁb it not,”
This stone of nature which our fathers,K X&jeX¥ed/ax ¥
TS smacaasda ek in their construction of

the temple of religious specualtion, rejected as vile

and™fgnTatgd and altogether evil, the same stone!in

the new temple which we are building, is become a
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corner stone in the fondation, We see that nature
breathes the breath of the eternal truth and if is
marvelious in our eyes.

That which we find in the beauty of nature}&s*

%ﬁgx we find in all the universe. Every where,if§Xi
not alone in some far off section of space dwelling
in some heaveqjdo we find a big mapl%ke God, but in
every least corner of f our é;&we" éarth is the

evidence of the eternal spirit of wisdom that is not

so much in nature as it is nature it-self. That which

we mean when we use the name God is not so much to be

defined as it is to be seen,not with the eyes of the

e

bodzias with the eyes of the personality. ZIvery brea-

th that we br-eath§ every thought that we think, every
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impulse that blows across the quiet surfaﬁe speaks to
us of a spiritual environment in which intelligence,
goodness, and high purpose survive. Within us , with
out us , about us is a power 1nf1n1tely greater,

iR L abers 1O whlch we are

related by the simple ties o%”%ﬁseen laws of human X
1ife. This is another thing that we have learned as
we have turned away from that abyss of speculation
back to the plain experiences of humen life.

But we are learning another thing that is most
i.portant of all, that thing which lefd liazzini to say,
with the prophetic insight of high feeling and high

appreciationlthat the religion of the future would be

the religion of humanity. From out of the complex H

mysteries off human life already are appearing the
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rough outlines of this new interpretation of E%g-
religious life. Ve are beginnigg to see 2 little
more klearly what Jesus meant when he said that the
whole law and the prophets hangetth upon the two
principles of love to God and love to man, Love is

not that fiamboyant display ‘ffostentatious worship,

Aﬁ#&/is it a mere sentimental adoration for that whib%é

is manifestly superior. OfR the contrary it is thet

power of appreciation, that insight of the understand-
ing.giﬁgr:iat sees into the very soul of the person

[ §
loved and identg¢fies a@ésself with the object and the

purpose of the person loved in complete and poaie@d.
perfect harmony. Love is not the desire of ossessionl

but the psssion of devoted and disinterested service.
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Thus between two persoms,love ls not the desire of

possessionlborn of appreciation of beauty or charm,
but rather it is the feeling which springs from such
a deep insight into the purposes and the aspirations ,
into the hopes and the ideals of e person, that one
forgets himself, and with an a2bandonment that is ¥HB
wholly heroic , submerges himself in the interests =
and the 1ife purposes of the one whom he loves, He is
happy if he may but serve and in his service see the

recognition, on the part of the one he lovegléﬁabha%w
7

reSponisTve~{adeh that SaYE;’I receive and I a m hap-

t
py.lThat love between persofs is complete when the

aspirations of each find their satis faction in the
service of the other and in the pursuit of a common

purpose in life.
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It is this very same thing that 1s meant when we
speak of the love of God. Ve do not refer to any
sentimantal attitude towards $ome person whom we have
never seen, We mean simply, thisSthatin some moment

4 E ' ;féf" f
of insight we have sm®n/enough 3 "the meaning of B
human 1life and its relation to the universe to see %ix

that this huamn life has some purpose to it , that it
has some bearing upon the work and the relations of

men Yy

/
thing which we feel should be done , having seen that

that we have something to do. Having seen that

we ourselves must be the channel of its aocomplishment'
then we forget ourselves and in the devotion of serv-
jce toX our new love, we give ourselves completely to

whatsoever is necessary in the further realization of

the great purpose. Ve do iaigct,come thus to identéfy

/
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our own purpose@«with the purposes of the universe as

we see them. We will to act in accord with XK& what
to our best insihgt seems the highest and the best
purpose of the world in which we live. That is not
otherwise than saying that we will to do the will of
God, Jesus said the same thing HX when he said{? came
came down from heaven not to do my own w&ll but the
will of him that sent me." It makes no d#%fer;%;é ¥
as Fo the particualar language in which you clotgfthis,

§ o
?7{3thex jdea is the same and it is what makes life

significant and gives to it something of;géénity and
importance, To feel yourself so related to thezﬁﬁive~
rse that you will that the apparent purpose of the

universe becomrs your purpose, and you the gervant

working for the realization of that purpose,RRdXFIEXh




kand you are fulfilling that great principle 0517-

huamn life which Jesus enunciated when he said

that we should love the Lord our God with all

our heart and with al. our soul and with all our minﬁ?{f
But we have been slow in learning our lessons from

R e A a&@ﬁﬁ'ﬁz &f

our %%perlences, all tooﬁ“ﬂi?ﬁf ur degdarations of

love to the great good will Yave been but the shallow

mummurings of our tongues., Still more delinq%ﬁnt have

we been in appreciating the fact that the true purpose

of the universe 1is s%gTar as we may learn from the

experiences of human 11fel related our conducﬁ,

our mental moral and our spiritual relationships to

each other in the various conditions of life. Hhere .
-

we come mpon the heart of the new hope and the new IMAAE D
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that ?azzini in the religion of humanity., God,

whose wisdom and whose truth we seek to understand,

and whose will we try to make our will, is a living

God., ?Eg>snn1 ofmay is the temple in which he dwells
as well as in the beauty onhature. That human nature
which has been domuch decr}éd and condemned is the
place where we find theﬁoly g;rail of the deeper XWX
insigBt into the meaning of the universe, where we %
get the starting point for plotting the fﬁll curve of
life, The thoughts that men are thinking to-day, the
high hopes that they are expressing , the noble XIXX
visions that they are seeing of a new heaven and a new
earth ¥ are just as much the voice of the divine as

thw words of old. Yngeven more do fhey speak with the

authority of infinife purpose for they have to guide
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them all the accumulated wisdor and experience of

the ages. In the light of this vision we are coying

to see more clearly that it is in the humen soul, in

the personality of man , and in the life of man as he
1lives that 1ife in the three score years and ten upon g ¢
this earth that the best ané& the deepest problemg}qunr*

wbisfpom, , e are coming to see that we are not mere-

1 4)
1y depraved tégéﬁﬁNEQeated to satisfy the whims of a

Poolish Godybut that we are hre to take part in the
unfolding evolution of the universe; that we are KH#E

here to see and to understand the full glory ofsi;u&y

oHdne sa aﬁaiég;uty, and to make our lives and the X
ives about us the iiving incarnations of these uni-

versal principles of truth}goodness and beauty.




=20~
Qur attention is turned from £memn the abstract’faea
of God to the concrete objests in which the spark of
the infinite spirit dwells. God does not need our ¥¥
worship and our pious verbosities. The thing for us

to do is to understand his will &and to make it our

.D‘E_iyll”"'in tl}esgf(:;:eaa igns iy hum.a{_;Llf‘eg ﬁ«ﬁﬂ\ws{%&»a AL

ARASAR,  Pud g

&ut o&o a11%his we are XHMAIRE comiRm—tu 880 =mm.

more and more the wondrous beauty of huamn life, the

unsearchable mystery that hovers about it as the morn-

ing mist hovers over the surfac e o ~the lake. The #

more deeply we penetrate into the dépths of the innerr

pufposes of the pure life, the more we are impressed

by its transcendent ndbility. pHere too is the spirit




of the living God.
// The picket frozen j?sduty,
The mother &yinz for her brood,

Socrates drinking the hemlock,

and Jesus on the rood
L
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B¥sre it is,the faith of the religion of huemnity.

We are bound together nét by ties of economic neces-
sity, or bondw of social expediency , or shackles of
supernatural authority, but by the common tie of a
common purpose and a common spirit. In the life that
nOW'is we are to live the eternal life, In the 1ife
that now is we are immortal souls if we sre immortal

 souls at all., Our basis of judg%ing our relationships
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shall no longer be that of the yard-stic] of conven-
tiomality, but the subtle balance of the justice of
purpose.

Men have been asked to go dowm on their knefs
before the alﬂgg’whioh was the symbol of the God thgy
worshipped,’thay have bowed themselves and prostrated
themselves before some God whom they imagined dwellied
in the far off limits of space. The English poet cried
to his companion,——uDowm; down on you knoees,man, vio-
letw, Violets." Yoﬁ have felt that way yourself, and
so have I. But I want to say to you now!j" Down, down
on your knoees, humanity,humanity? I say to you ,-

Worship the infinite in the human soul. There is no

soul 8O bas%,so degrade§7but that there glows within
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its secret chambers, that self same sbirit thgizﬁas
carried thousands of men as it darried .@rist to tige
complete devotion. There is no soul so noble but that
there lurkg¢s within it the gloly of an unending IKEX
incompleteness. I appeal. to you in the spirit of B
modérn life, not to love nature less,.not to love the
great koodnfill less, but to 1-ve humanity more, to
gee in thedevery day life off man the infinite beauty,

and to hear in the voice of the common life, the com-

mand of infinite ¥ goodness.

Above all I appeal to you that whereever you find

2 ,
humanity in iggfanc?,feel it your joy to enlighten,

wherever you find humanity in bondag?/feel it your jJjoy

to liberate ipf whereever you find humanity imperfed

and incomplete,feel it your great work to contribute

B




your life to ite greater perfection. In the religion
of humanitxjthat is the motive power of all thought ,

of all hope, of all aetio?;“fhe purpose of realizing

=ige Lot thalgreat possibilities of the human soul for
living the noble life in the midst of & noble world.
I 1like that fine sentiment of Heine‘gfinawhiehﬂﬂh@nﬁgv
. "™ T know not if I deserve that a laurel wreathshould
ione day be laid on my coffin., Poetry , dearly és I &

U"
have loved it, has always be n to me but a diQ}ne

plaything. I have never attached any great value to

poetical fame, and I trouble myself very little mhkmkhe
whether peoplepraise my verses or blame them.
But lay on my coffin a sword , for I was a brave sol-

dier in the war of the liberation of humonity"

sl o\




