ST W R ammea e ke MR Semian st il
T e e i ool ol - ol s

Unity_Church, Pittsfieléd, Mass, poetober 25 '08.
Sub jeet ,-- The need of extending morevretional

mrthods in dealing with the small offenders against

the soeial omder.

In as much as ERIAXAEXFRIEEAXBUNAAE the last
Sunday in October is coming more and more to be set
aside for the consideration of crime and the methods of
dealing with those who have committed more or less ser-
jous offense against the social order, I wish to take
advantage of this opportunity to call to our attention
two or three things that we not only may do , but in
fact should do along this line.

In presenting to you what I shall have to say,

I wish you to bear in mind two op three principles




with which you are alreads familiar, BNX In spite of the
fact that we have these general principles, we are all
together too inclined to forget them when we come to such
a problem as we have to-day. Lest we do forget them,l %
will mention them.

The first one is the principle that I tried to pee-
sent last Sunday in speaking of the Religion 0f Humanigy.
However imperfect and incomplete humanity as a whole, @
or individual persons in particular may be, the fact re-
mains that man is the highest product of creation. XRxmg
In him and through him we have come to know what we do
know of the nature and the significance of human life.

To use the ancient words, Know ye not that ye are the

Temple BEAXKE of God and that the spirit of God dwelleb

in you. ? we come upon the deepest statement of the
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religious and moral thought of modern life. To use

the language of theology, we have come to a point where
we see that the old doctrine of the incarnation is mmrikmm
universal in its application. With varying degrees of ik
LERSIXFXAXA developement, the spirit of the great Goodw
will of the universe dwelleth as much in us as it ever
did in Hebrew prophet, or in Jesus of Nazareth.
Moreover/our interest in the religious 1ife finds its
controlling purpose in the idea that the only worship

of God that is moral and efficient is that worship that
has its érigin in thought of the indwelling spirit in m
man, and has its terminatién in the ZX§ purpose of free-
ing thet spirit from its limitations and making human
life divime in fact as it is XRSBERAXXBABEXIRXEHE in

jdeal, of having the infinite will done on earth and it
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is in heaven, to gquote to words of Jesus, This is the

first principle that we must bear in mind,

The second principle which I wish you to
bear in mind is the principle that through the experi-
ences of life and the accumulating survivals of history
we are training and disciplining an inherent Hood widl.
It is a natural and anf instinctive impulse of man to
have a feeling of goodwill towards men. That impulse
is a part of his very nature., The training of life ,
and the widening horizen of his outlook and understanding
of life determines XKE whether a man's good will shall
express itself in the cheap goodfellowship of boon com-
panions, or in the noble life transfigured by the by th e
jdeal of a broad and farsighted devotion to the interests

of man kind. We are in need of disciline and training in
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the direction.bdth of—gglf control, and the ability

to appreciate and understend the other man's point of
view. Ve neei this discipline to the emd that our good
will shall produce fruits that are of value to human
life instead of fruits that are of injury to human life.
e need to become enlightened as to the relations thatw

we bear to each other.

Le these two ideas be constantly before us, but &
especially when we aré considering such a question as X
we are interested in at this moment. The dynamic of re-
ligious emotion must be discharged for the uplifting of
the humen personality, and the assurance of this result

is HEEEFRAKEX affected by the education and the discipl-

ine of our good will.




Now of this human fam11§65f which we are members,there
are certain portions XKHX whose lives are such that thdir
influence is against the common good. Of these whose con-
duet is on the whole bad, some few have become so obnox-
ious in violating the princilpes of the social order, X
that it has become nesessary to deprive them of their =
freedom and put them under some form of legal restraint,
There are certain offemces against property such as
stealing and trespass that are hostile to the common godd
If a2 man commits those offences through the administras-
of what we are pleased to call justice say to that men,

" You have violated the principles according to which

men live in the social order. Tartly as a protection a-

gainst ourseives, partly as a punishment for your offence

and partly for the purpose of teaching you a lesson, we
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propose to deprive you of that liberty which you have

abused, and confine you within the walls of a prisont

Such is the general theory upon which our entire sys-
tem of of the administration of justice rests.

As you are well aware in tires past the prison
and legal system has be n abused, and has heen turned
aside from its true function. Justice and law, both com-
mon and indded statute law , have been through that XX
stage in which they were regarded as some abstract super
mundane thing, to the measuremncts of whose requirments
human beings must conform. But along with many other
changes that have come upon kkm society since the begin -
ning of the modern world, there has come a change in our

feeling towards law and justice. Ve have come to see that




it is not an absolute—gﬁd unchangeable XKIKE alter upon
which men must be sacreficed for the purpose of maintain-
ing its sanctity, but that it is ARXEXEXAR an instituté -
tion which , while true to fundamental principles of 1ffe
is going through constant and more or less radical change
to meet the very ing conditions of a developing humanigy/
The law was made for man and not man for the law,

The end and the purpose of the law is to maintain and
promote the highest standards of moral conduct in ARAIXIA
individual lives, and in the social order, without unduly
infring-ng upon the rishts of the individual , X5 REX¥E
REAWRERALKE It is concerned mainly with that borderland
between the rights and the duties of the individual tow-
ards society and the rights and the duties of shciety

towards the individual. In the past it has not concern-




e itself so much withﬂiﬁe welfare of the individual

as with the welfflme of society. But the change to which
I referred above, due inpart to the modern idea of au-
thority, and much more to the modern ideas concerning
man and human 1life, is taking much more account of the
individual offender, and considering hos wellbeing andt h
the wellbeing of those about him, as well&X as the XEXR
welfare of society. This new attitude is well illustra-
ted in the way in which many of our city8s are dealing
with juvanile offenders. You are doubtless ¥EXX familiar
with the juvanile-court system which has been described
in many magazines. The attempt is made to recognize the

individual personality of the youthful offender, and the

cireumstances under which he has lived. He is then deait
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with in such @ manmner as in the opinion of the judge

and others interested , will be most likely to bring
him into right relations with his social énvironment
again, and enable him to best fulfill his duties as 2
citizen. For example, a group of boys were brought
before the Boston Juvanile court on the offence of hav-
ing thrown stones and broken windows. Instead of recogh
ﬁizing their conduct as an offence against property,pun-
ishable by fine or committment to the reformatory, the
Judge recognized it as AXYAREEXEEX misdomeanor arising
from desire for fun, and ignorance of moral principles.
He called the parents of the boys, and the person whose
property had been damaged, and made an arrangemnet by
which the boys were to pag through the court 50 cents E

each per week out of their own spending money, until tk




