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- Unity Church , Pittsfield , Mass |, August 9 '08.

Subject ,--- The Educated Good Will.
If each one of you should tell me what you

honestly feel to be your attitude towards your fellow

N

man , i’am sure that you'would all with one accord tell
m;.tha? it is §£e of Good Will, Nor Should I respect ¥
’yoﬁ any the more or any the less as igdividuals for so
teiling me. In deed no one should think of this attit-

ude of Good Will towards his fellow man , as any thing

that he may feel any special personal pride over. It

T
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is simply tha natural expression of a characteristic
of the human soul. Just because I am a man , and just

; because you also, whom I know best and understand best

of alli the people in the world, are of the same nature
),

«

and the same powers as myself, I have towards you a X&
feeling of godd will., It is no virtue inme , it is B
/ simply natural and inevitable that & human being should

!ﬁ!t __ have that feeling of good will towards those with whom

\ he comes in closest contact. The human soul is over-
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flowing with good will. It is ap once the impelling mo-

tive of our good and our evil., Only thigAwggg I was ap-
pealing to a man to to stop drinking. He realized the
utter foolishness of it. He did not care for the tast;
of 1icuor . He despised himseif for getting drunk. His
defense was simply this that the bunch whth whom he AR
'drank were the men with whom he worked., They were all
rock bottom good fellows. They worked together, and

fhey drank together. Perhaps with a little less of a

fineness of the spirit of good will toward ones constant
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than he had o i
constant companions/ 1 appealed to him to quit the bunch
My appeal was enswered by a clear rebuke that they were
his friends, and he would stand by them even in their
folly and his own, I shoudd have known better than to
appeal to his own gselfish interests. He was true to his
snherent impulse of good will as expressed in good- fel-
 lowship. Yet there was something lacking, as you will

at once ®eel, He had the good will for his companions

and indééd , 1 am sure that if I had gone to the man

a total stranger to him, he

and asked him to help me,
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would not have returned me a stone for bread, or a ser=

pant for fish. His good will rwhg true, He has the inhe;
rant impuises of noble manhood, I would like to have X
such a man for my friend. But what is the matter ?
~you ask . That is just the question which I wish to
answer this morning, but I wish to answer it in the K¥
brqadest poesible terms that I can present. Here in is
i?f one of the profoundest questions of human 1ife, not al-
. one for the individual but for society as a whole.

By way of contrast or pérhaps it would be better




to say by way of supplementing this example of'@ﬁat I¥le
inherent good-will that is at the heart of hugan nature
1et me quote a passage from @hanning in which his good -

will shines forth, "Does any one ask"he says,"Why I

Shall pity and help the poor? I answer , because he is

a manj Because poverty does not blot out his man hood;

because he has your nature, your sensibilities, your ;
wants your fears; because the winter wind pierces him

and hunger gnaws him and disease racks and weakens him

as truly as they do you. Place yourcelf, my friend, in



ﬁis siaée. M;ke &oubself by a stroné effort oflﬁggaght
the inhabitant of his unfurnished and cold abode, and
then ask why you should help him. He is a man, though
rags cover him, thuugh unshorn hair may cover his human
features,~-- a member of your family, achild of the same
Father; and, what is more important, he not only has

your wants and feelings, but sbares with you in the KX

highest ¥ERXE powers and hopes B of hugen nature, He
is a man in the noblest sense, created in Gods imege,

with a mind to think , & conscience to guide, a heart
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whieh mey grow warm WAXK with sentiments as pure andghi

generous as your owi. To some this may seem declemation.
There are some who seldom think of or value man as man,
It is men born in a particulsr rank,clad by the hand of
fashion and munificance,moving in a certcin sphere, whan
they respect. Poverty separates a fellow being from them
, ond severs the golden chain of humanity. But this a
gross and vulgar way of thinking , and reason and relie-
gion cry out against it. The true glory of men is some-

thing deeper and more real than outward condition, .
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human being created in God's image, and even when ik -

roverished by viece, retaining power essentially the z=m
same with angels, has a2 mysterious importence; and his
good where it can be promoted , is worthy the care of
the proudest of bhhe rece, "

Here in the passage by Channing we have anoth;
er illustration of the inherent Good Will of man towards
man. I think that you feel the differance in the moral

tone of the two illustrations. It is there, and the

differance rests in this ., Thq impulse is the same but



in the case of the man with whom I was speaking, ;%2-
impulse is untrained', undisciplined; it is narrow,

it lacks perspective; it is confined within the narrow
1imits of a few friends, linked together by ties of fel;
lowship and work, IXHXXNEXERSBXERXEXNRAREXHBLXEEE It
is what may be called the uheducated good will.

In the case of Channing the goodwill is trained , and
discéplined ; It is broad and far reaching . It will

restrain itself from the immediate self- satisfaction

that it may do the greater good in the long run, It is
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the goodﬁill that rests not upon the generous ig;é{ég
towards a few intimete friends, but upon a broad and

sympathetis ﬁbderst;nding of the human soul in all its
deepest hopes and aspirations, His impulse of good will
goes out towards a man not simply because he is a frienl
and companion, but because he is a human being, just be-

cause he is a man, Channing's is the dducated good ¥

will.
Here is the differance. It is natural and enevit-

able that this good will should express itself in the



l1ife of man, 411 hiﬁds §f life bear witness-%§~this
great and fundamental fact of human nature, jimong their
own kind all people show this impulse, It is the ray df
light that relieves the shaddew of some of the darkest
facts of human l1life, The vagrant shows hid good will to
his fellow vagrant# the c¢riminal to his fellow criminal,
the merchant to his own friends, the politicians to hks
own, the members of a church to their own friends, Jacch

Riis in his book how the other half lives says that hhe

dividing line between the one half of humanity and the




other may be drewn by noting this fact of whete;lzg not
the doors ere locked. This world of the open door exi;
sta not alone because they have nothing that FREH EREX

theives would want, but rather because they hove big §

generous feeling of geodwill towards their kind, I could
tell you XKEXWEXXXRX a large part of the tale of sin anml
crime, by foliowing along the line that I have suggested

our trouble is not EBXKBEKXXIEE the lack of good-will.

thet is natural, inherent and inevitable in human natu-
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What we need is to educate our goodwilli, train and dis-

cipline it, 1ifé it out of the small circle of our ¥xi
friends and intimetes, end place it upon the high moun=-
tain top to which such men as @hanning have elevated

theirs, so that we can obliterate the mean and petty
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I say, the thigg that we need is to educate and treoin
and discipline our goodwill, ourselves , until we see
recognize #ill and honor that mysterioué importance of

the human soul whereeier and however it may be found.
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distinctions of social, and geo-graphical &%%%fﬁc%&%ﬁéﬁ"“”



We need, I say, the educated good will. Think over that
saying of Jesus, " and ye shall know the truth, and tkee

truth shall make you free, "

" Butjyou say,” is not education the watchword

of modern l1ife 2 Was it not the force that broke the

back of the giant of Furopean political and ecclesiasti-
cal authority ? Under the ever accumulating strength of
a large and free educational impulse hove we not devel-

oped our great demacratic institutions ? Is not educa-

tion the force that we depend on to-day in facing the



problems of life to-day ? Are we not taxlng oursgiggs
to the utmost inorder o develope a nation of educated
men and women ? To all this we answer "Yes"™ Then why
do you say that the great need of to;day is the need of
the educated good will ? That I will try to point out.
It is not an ecsy thing to define education.
But in a general way one may say that educatiop is th&
knowledlge of facts and principles of 1ife that enable

one to live the better and the richer life, There was

a time to be cure when we thought that the man who had



stored up a large mass of faets, who was coﬁ;%zgaﬁt it
with certain philpeéphies éf life, and was master of
the literature of one or more foreign languages, was

an educated man. That of course precliuded the possibi-
ity of any great numbér of men ever asgiripgg to regard
themselwves or to be regarded as edjucated men. A few mern
therefore were sort of set aside by society to meet the

demands of learning, just as a few priests were sét as-

ide to meet the demands of piety nd religion. Ve were

educated vicariously through the ministrations of a



priesthood of education, just as we were initiazei-inh:
mysteriee/;f reliéion by a priest hood of the church,
But with the developement of the modern world we have
turned to #he ideza off universal education just as we X
have turned to the ides of the universal priesthood.
Education is that knowledge of XEXXE facts BIXXKE and
principles of life such as will enable man to live the
best life, to most completely fullfill his function in

1iving. That man is educated who can “weed mect the con-

ditions and the problems of his life in the best and
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most effective manner., From this point of view the

educated man is determined , not so much by the quan-

tity or the kind& of his education, as by its ~uality
and its efficiency for human life.

Now then the educated good will would be that

good will that se- the facts and the principles of 1ife

ves knows the facts and _he principles of life and
through that knowledge strives to attain the best and
the most efficient realization of 1lifes purpose. Let

us see how we measure up to the standard of the edu-




Aeducated good widl, ~ESR

To what exéent do we dare to facé tha facts of 1life} X
We have a family of children whom we love and whom we

gherish. Our heart is filled to overflowing with good

will and parental affection for them, Every thing that
we can get for them in the way of those things that XA
make life seem rich , we wish them to heve. That is a

noble and a generous impulse, but there is a limit to

that . ThereX are other fathers and mothers, who have

children. their love is just as swect and their inter-



est in them is just as precious to them as is your lowe

|

f
[ for your children. You have a cirele of friends tow=-
|

#rds whom your good will is wont to express itself. You
would be generous and lavish with the bestowals of your
tokens, but does your appreciation of the facts and the
prineciples of 1ife ever tell you that there are other
people thom than yourself who have those same feeling

’ of good will, just as generous as your own, but who have

| to let those feelings go unexpressed just because you

are not large enough to see beyond the little

and I
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group with whom we mingle daily. The business man for

[-\v purposes that seem to him valid seeks to amass a fort;
p une, He wishes to begome rich , perhaps for the influ-
ence that his wealth will give him, perhaps that he may’.
fe 1 assured of the welfare of his famlily, perhaps just
for the fun of the geme, But he for-gets the men who have
the same and even better as pirations than he , and whan
he pushes to one gide with ruthiess hand that he may X

A satisfy his own wishes and lavish upon his family and Ké

his cotery of friends the goodwill that is inevitable in




his nature, In all these cases the good will is-ig;re,
but it is not an educated good will. We do not take into
account the facts of life . We do not get out side of
our little clique, we do not rise to the heighth of
feeling that that man over there who works for us , wee
that neighbor of ours who is carrying a burden, that
discouraged man who sees no open vista before him, that

> outcast who wanders alone through the night is made of

precisely the same stuff that we are made of , that he

has the same generous feelings , that he has glimpses



of the same hopes and aspirétions that we havetzg;r
experience is not wide enough, our education is not B¥
broad ehough to let us into the secret of human 1life.
We are still like the fellow whom I met this week, our
noblest impulses go to waste, that we may be prodigal

and lavish with those who from our little circle, we

crush those outside of it. As we face the problems of

our great social life, we need, I say , to be better B

educated in the facts of life as they are. We have com)

passed this mountain long enough , we nee to go over
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into the neighboring valley , and find out what is golrg

on there, who our fellow men ape, what they are doing,

how they fare. We need to become educated in the facts

of 1ife,

But beyound that we need to become educated in

in the principles of 1ife. Down beneath the facts as

we see them ere the great working principles, Not an

event, not an incident of human 1ife that is not the %

finite and the concrete manifestation of a great worki~

ing principle,



You read of some crime, or hear of some shame-%g;t XXX
stirs your whole being . Do you ever stop to picture the
~ working forces that are behin@ that tragic event, You
read of a waman who has taken the 1life of her children ,
What does it memm ? Down at the isle of shoals XKXX of

the New Hampshire Coast there is a spot that is marked

as the place where the mother k lled her children that

/ she might save them from the ¥4 cruelties of the savage,

You shudder at the thought, You may wonder as to whetler

Ze=mobhew, the savages , or some short-sighted white
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mon who stirred the spirit of revenge in the wmavage

heart, is the one most to be condemned for the horrible

necessity. You read of some strike that indirewtly KX

causes you some incénvenience, For the time being it X
limits your capacity to show your good will toward that

iittie ecircle of friends to whom you are so attached,

) t the principle
Without taking the trouble to find ou p ples

ot the bottom you condemn the striker, and like a 1ittle

ehild ‘you 6 off into the corner %o pout. All the time

it may be that the striker js fighting to save his fam-

— e
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man who stirred the spirit of revenge in the mavage

heart, is the one most to be condemned for the horrible

necessity. You read of some strike that indirestly EA

causes you some jncénvenience, For the time being it X

limits your capacity to show your good will toward that

1ittie circle of friends to whom you are so attached,

Without taking the trouble to find out the principles

ot the bottom you condemn the striker, and Iike a 1ittle

to the corner to pout. All the time

child you go off in
or is fighting to save his fam-

it may be that the strik
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ily from dependance, Why is it that ¥BXXK we ard so reo-

dy to load those people who have sand enough to stand

up and assert the worth es men, with the mud from the

shallow mud pond of our own ignorance, Do we ever stop

to think that they are mande¥ of the same kind of stuff

that we are, and that their motives are no more likely

to be selfish and unjus® than the motives by which we

ass judgement of condemnation on

act, ¥XE¥ I hear men P

em for their
this moyemnet and on that, and I ask them

da they do not know the Pirst thing

reasons , and behol :



in regard to the prihciples and very 1itt1;2g; regard

} By Jreted o
to the facts of that whicn they condemn. Their condemn-

ation grows out of @ merely ignorant prejudice. Ve need

orner of the world;

to get outside of our own 1ittle ¢

we need to get into the other man's place and look at

the thing as he does,  We nee’l to see and to feel and

to think with him. We need the proadening and enlightem-
ing education of 2 sympa thotiC oxperience. A hundred ¥
: movement started its

years ago the forel
. magnificent ggodwill,

work woth a 1oftY enthu51anm, €
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but it was profoundly ignorant not only of the 333&1;4
tions of other religions ~tham christianity, but it was

profoundly ignorant of the essential principles of its

own religion. In a hundred years it has learned many

things, and not the least of its lessons is the one that

is expressed by the words"” judge not that ye be not judg-

8d® Judge rightously, Jjudee with the understanding heart

that knows an@l feels the throb of the héman soul., Our

not only

goodwill needs/to be y the wider knowledge

broadened b

or the facts of 1ife, but quite as much does ifi need
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to be deepened and enriched by the sympathetic underes-

standing of its decpest and eternal principles. Rise %o

the heighth of thinking of man as & man,

But then come€s the purpose of 1t all ? What a-

yours,? Modern education has

bout that 1ife purpose of

ground that it is merely utilit-e

been criticised on the

tari That criticism jg just if the only object that
rian, Tha
ong h sin 1ife is to comeé out on top ig 2 fierce st
e nas 1in
. ce, Do yoU geek )nowledge ©
gle for existance.
nd business that vou may the

of commé rce '#

the seciences, e
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more effectively and the more certainly grab a lion's

share of what men are pleased to call the good things
of 1ife, , Or do you seek your knowledge that you may
give a more effécient expression of your inherent goos -
will to the great and important 1life of man ? That is
the finali question and it is one that you can answer B

only in the secret chambers of your own household of X
J

jdeals. But as you answer this your life appears , ndt

only appears but is noble or ignoble, grand or petty X

sublime or despicablie, Can you think of anything mean-
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f a man who accepts all that has beggs-

than the 1ife o©

done for the good of the 1ife of man , whomaccepts all

he good of men to- day , and ¥

that is being done foT t

but grab,filch, and hoard that he

himself does nothing

may enjoy foT nimself , and lavish upon those who "goRa

stitute his elect the evi

comparison with such a one the generous wholesoulée
sinner is 8 joy and. & geiight forever: More than all ®
3 )
1 purposeg a large
S
o1 t0 to nav
gtands with an

else we nee
mpinded purpo?

e thalt under

and a broad-
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unddrf‘ - S +hhoat  Se
standing that 18 supremely human, and in being su
o =eu=

pl‘eme l”\f hu -~ 3 2 2
mamn S 1 o .
J ,is divine, that the purpose of all life

is o
to transform aid that we have or know into the best

the cleanest and the nobiest that 1ife can attain.

se of the educated good will is to giwe

The supreme purpos

to give to man yourself. and your all not because he

happens to be of your family or B YOUI’ friend, but

and because you know the secrets.

because he is a mals

of his 1ife by reading the cecrets of your ©Nni

in that jmpulsive
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questi i Wi:
on is i1l i
5, Will you bury it in tl
he groung of ¥y
our own

little S , 4
circie of social, busines or church clicue, or

wi 3
11 you put it to uce in the great thoroughfares of X:

I
he world, that it may pecome a factor of increasing fX

ruth that makes men free,that

P
orce and power for the ©

it may assist in the coming of the time when men shall

which we now

ceas
ase to follow 2
ps jt is our willing

© tribut@, or perha

human sacre)

a 2
Pay our reiuctan
offer our

tribute, when Ve shall




e —— T e

fic S & =
es upon the aiter of our onknown gods and shell

r . 3
eSpeCt and honor and revGPance the E;pir&)t of e

. Cod
.Livmg/as he is revealed to Us ip the 1life and e

est purposes of Man. et me note from Ruskin,=" nevern-

1 repeat, to serious question,

cpe readers pondering, whether , 2IONS

that of souls of 2 good quality

uite 1ea€ting;y 1ucreative

* may not at 1ast turn out

5 -eamb-0T hour
one ? Nay in some far amay and yot undreamn L

all thoughts of

i even g vk
can/imagine that Englel J
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possessive wealth back to the parbaric nations zmong b 4

\ : ‘ . o
whom thev first arose: and that while the sands of t

the Indus end adamant of Golconda may yot stiffen the h

hOUSingg of the chargers and f1ash fron the turbons of
at last attalrn

and




