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SubJect,--- You all feel that 1ife Jhould be jo;ous; that the XE
feelings, the thoughts, and the activities of each day should
bring to you a deep and abiding satisfaction in the very fact tkxt
you are living. You like to feel at the close of each day a cert-
ain sense of thankfulness at the very joy of dmawing the breath
of 1ife, of feeling hugan feelings, of thinking noble thoughts,

of useful things. You like to lie down to rest at night, filled
with the joyous expectancy of the day to which you shall awake
from a restful and refreshing sleep. .You would like always to
feel that deep peace in 1life that is said to pass all understand-

ing.
Some how you feel that such a rich satisfaction in life be-

f

- D AtttV Sl b N amdon 25 G T s s AT SRR




v

o . . . 5
longs to you. You know that when a day has passed in which you

have not taken delight in your feelings, thoughts and actions,
you cannot escape the conviction that in some way you have been
cheated out of what rightfully belongs to you. On such days you
feel a kind of an aching void in your being. You cannot tell just
what it is that you hove missed, but there is the witness to the
1ack of something that BPEIXKERXAZXKERARXXIELBX is ond of right xk
should be a part of your life. By virtue of the very nature of
your being you know thet there should be joy in living. If per-
chance you do not find that satisfying joy in the 1life that you

- 1ivé day by day, you somehow nourish the conviction that somewhere

somehow you will come upon that peace that passeth ali understand-

ing. That there should be joy in the very fact of living,~--that
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H is o conviction that cannot be drimen from or crushed oﬁ%-of the

!! mind of man.

| ~ The truth of your convictions‘is confirmed by all that we ‘
know of the history of humenity. That legend which tells us that

Moses went down into Egypt and frédd the children of Isrseal from

from Egyptian béndage, and led them up into the promised land, is

a great human document. Whether it BXEYrEXXEE relates the true his

tory of actual events does not matter, It does give a glorious aml

an enlightening picture of the decpest instincts of humanity. Car-

rol D.Wright understood the meaning of the story and understood
meaning of our modern life when he spoke of Moses as the great

walking delegate and the flight of the children of Israesl as a

great strike. Both the legend of the children of Israeal and the

unrest of modern times together with all the intervening history




of the human race go to convince you that your convictiaﬁ-that b
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I might u1Qo show you thetdall the event
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tions that make 1life unhappy, that bring unnecessary suffering,
that produce the fruits of evil, discontent and cruelty in our
times as in all times are the fruit of this same impulse, this x
same Hi¥IRE hungering end thirst for that.which sqtisfies. But
because of ignorance and lack of discipline the ceaseless search
for that which satisfies brings many to that which satisfies not,
even to that which destroys and crushes 1life and ends in bitter-
ness, end cruel want.

Browning not only touches the decpest beliefs of the in-

gividual, but also he gives expression to humanities ideal, and

the very nature of things, in these words,=--
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" :1] we have willedor hopee or dreamed of good, shall ;xzst;
Not its semblance, but itself: no beauty,nor good,nor power
Whose voice has gone forth, but eash survives for the melodist
When eternity confirms the conception of an hour.
The high that prqved too high, the heroic for earth too hard,
The passion that left the ground to lose jtself in the sky, GC¥E
,re music XXAX sent up to Godby the lover and the bard:
Enough that he heard it once; We shall hear it by and by."

But there lurks even here i n this béautiful passage of

Brownings the shadow of that gaunt spectire that is always making
miscBeif in the 1life of Man. With what persistancy does the notion

that the life we live is,so mean,so smell, so evid thaet we must
forever dispense with the joy of living in the present, and post-

pone the satisfactions of life to some far off time or eternity, ,
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I hate and dispise that idea that life is so compassed with limi-
tations XRIX that human nature is So base and vile that we cannot

live good noble joyous lives ¥BXX¥X each day that we draw Ege bx

o 4

breath of 1life., If it were true that there is a devilﬂgéetéis EB%o
striving to bring to degredation and distruction the men and women
who 1live this life of ours, he could not have instituted a HAEBE¥
doctrine that would have better served his purpose than the doct-
rine that human nature is depraved, and that K8 man may come to

his own only through the intervention of some supernatural power,

We let the ghost of thﬁﬂbvil notion still linger with us day after
day when we excuse our mistakes and follies and continue to be

lead by them soying to ourselves that it is our nature, We do not
know what our nature is , if we for one moment think that we are

bound to a life that must by necessity express itself in evil,




That is 2 mock humiiity , that leads us to think that we.-g;nder
homage to God when like whining curs we declare our incapacity
and inability to 1ive decent and satisfying lives, There is not
one natural impulse; there is not one ingrained aspiration of hw
men life that has the least tinge of evil or wickedness in it
Only as we fall victim to the accursed notion that we are puppets
to be lead hither and yon by the chance caprice of those impulses
and passions and appetites th-t should be our servants instead &' f
our masters, does human 1ife take on the aspect of evil and hidg-
ous tragedy. People think that they honor Christ by ER¥RIZE
drawing a shérp contrast between his per ection and their own im-
perfection, bydeclaring that hhey can live the good 1life only as
they receive help from him. Let us dispense with this scsidesdeineg
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mock humility, and stand on our feet like the men that we ought

to be, and declare our faith not by Bord but by deed , and a liv-
ing conviction thed that life should be joyous in the living, axd
the fruits of life should be nobility and strength,and goodness
even on earth as in heaven, even in reality ef events as in the
dreams of moments of consedration.

Your very soul hungers and thirsts for the 1ife that satis-

fies, for the life that shall bring joy and deep returns as each

day passes, and accumulates & potentiality for life that shall

make vou feel that it is worth while to be #mmoatal. If you would

realize that satisfaction, banish from your mind from this time

forth and forever more the idea that you E forever a victim &uX
of efil. In you is the divine life to be unfolded and disclosed

in dams thet shall be joyous as they pass’and by their fruitfull-
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themselves ~9=ness
nesssh~1l 1'nk to eternity and infinity.

But there is another aspect of this joyous 1life that is ¥
very much misunderstood. To be sure it is only another side of
thst pernicious doctrine that we are base depraved beings. We hove
been taught that human nature is essentinlly selfish and self-seek
-ing. In the backgroun® of all the religious teaching of centuri
es hos SBapBlBSAZKAE lurked this idea that man is essentielly
and solely a self secking animal. Analyse as you will the doctri-
nes of salvation in the cathloic or ih the Protestant churches ani
you cannot find one single suggestion of unselfish gemerous ideal-

ijsm. The faith was to be accepted in dueform , in order that one

.might escape the terrors of punishment , and enjoy the felicities
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of eternal QL' One was to acknowiedge himselif as a believer in

salvatioj through C--
~hrigg
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salvation through Christ for the same purpose. But rarely do ya
find the evidence of thagt great a genggous conception of an unsel-
fish interest in the human being bﬁgi?b;;athes in the whole atmos-
phere of the EAXX early Christian church . To be sure there has
always been some place for the deeds of charity that were looked
upon as the expression of the regenerate 1ife. But there has XI#%
alwaysathab suggestion of mock piety in connection with these
charities of the regeneratebthat has cast a very black cloud of
susﬁicion over them, Were they the ¥§ evidence of a real and
human interest in a fellow man or were t efda part of the price

that one must pay in order assure him*g? he enjoyment of his

own life, Grent have be=n the professions of love for christ

but AXXRABEXRBAXBANAKEXHEXKX those edpressions of love have not
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always becn free from the suspicion that XKEER this alleged love
for christ has only been a concealed self- love. But I think that
those who have appealed to the generous love of a man for his fel-
low man have been nearer to the gruth of the humen soul than than
has the church in its appeal to the self-seeking schemes of a per-
sonal saizatlon. Do not your own deeper feelings bear witness to
a blcwﬁ’éenerouo interest in the life of your fellow man ? Is not
the record of hidtory writenn quite as much in the blood of those
who have given themselves and their all to a large broad and noble
minded sergice to the well being of man kind , as it is in the
blood of those who have purchased what they thought to be their
own good at the sacrefice of others. Is it not true also thatiBn

oven those who have sought their own good at the cast of snothers
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downfall have been compelied to do it under the cover oglggme KxX
alleged disinterested service. . Do not your own feelings of re-
morse and your sense of your own meanness Bt your seifishnews be r
witness to your natural capacity for a large and generous service
for the 1life of man. ? If you have ever been lead into any kind
of activity in which you have entirely forgotten your own interde
ests, and given yourself up with a whole souled abandonment to the
interest and the l1life of another %-=&f yow-iTave—did you no£ Low
much it seemed as if you were completely fulfilling your function

in 1ife ?
This idea that we are essentidlly selfish which has beem

indirectly taught us by the doctrines of the church has of late

‘ ./“quign confirmed and strehgthened by the teachings of modeqﬂ science



P L
downfall have been compelied to do it under the cover of some KiX
alleged disinterested service. . Do not your own feelings of re-

morse and your sense of your own meanness Bt your seifishnews be r

witness to your natural capacity for a large and generous service
for the 1ife of man. ? If you have ever bheen lead into any kind
of sctivity in which you have entirely forgotten your own interde
ests, and given yourself up with a whole souled abandonment,to the
interest and the life of another $—If yow-iave—did you not how
much it seemed as if you were completely fulfilling your function

in 1ife ?

| This idea that we are essentizlly selfish which has beem

indirectly taught us by the doctrines of the church has of late

e{;>n~&/'”15%n confirmed and strehgthened by the teachings of modepﬂ science

e s CSe s a- DA & > RTES ———




= F L o ame o oseseseeslE SR e al S

In the doctrine of evolution we heve been taught that thglgﬁstinct
to self- preservation is tﬁe first and primal interest of man. Un-
der the guize of the supposed meaning of this doctrige we have al-
lowed ourselves all kinds of liperties , and excused ourselves br
a1l kinds of follies. The struggle for existance and the survivael
of the fit in a world of seifish self-seeking has been the patron
saint of our modern life. It has been a cruel and a fierce school

but it is teaching us not alone the ereor made by theology in as=

suming that the end and aim of human life is selfpreservation el

ther here or hereafter, but it is teaching us one great and funda-

mental truth thatX¥AZEXHEE is only now coming to be clearly senn.

True , indeed , it is that seif preservation is e fundamental in -

stinct of humen 1life, but weazﬁi%gﬁisﬁinguish between the instimt
[

of self -preservation as an human life , and self- preser-



vation as the method or means for realization a great pﬁ%%ase.
Make this distinction clear in your mind. Self- preservation,

Bt KE S TR ERA XA LB B EXRERAERBAZALE is not the purpose of 1life,
The propagation of the specics , to use a term of science, is tlk
purpose of 1life , and selfpreservation is the poy el ‘?thod by which
we realixe that end. To carry the same idea from §:ience of biob -
gy)we do not éeek for the health of the body simply for our own
end , but that we map the more efficiently carry out our purpose
of mainteining 2 high efficiency of human life. We do not sekk K
knowledge for the purposes of self cultue as an end, but we seek
knowledge and wisdom that we majy the more efficiently PPOpaga“tQ
our speeies. We do not seck goodness as a means of satisfying

our own selfish interests but for the greater and more noble pur-

pose or making humen life richer and better. Self -preservation
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is indeed a primal instinct but it is not an instinect of purpose

it is an instinct of method. The primal instinet of purpose in A
man is the instinet of xﬁxxxﬁxﬁzgxr 5% of tz%;brOpagation of the
species., +/nd this instinct of %h

UG
the large language of human life and human relationships becomes

sﬂ cies‘when transiated into

the doctrine of brotherly love, which in its best and truest ex-~
pressionsmeans the recognition of the worth of the individuzl nd
for itselif as an end , but $8% as a means and a method of render-
ing service to mankind as a whole.

Herein lies the segond secret of the joyous 1ife . Rich-

ness and satisfaction in 1life comes only in the fulfillment of ¥

lifes functions. The fulfillment of life is measured , not by ¥&

what you accumulate for yourself, but by what you give to Xl tle

1ife of man, Your personality is of worth , not because you
, v Oud
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have been training and disciplining yourseif for your own good

as the end and aim of life, but because you have been disciplining
and training yourself for the service of man, in truth, in geod-
ness and in beauty. That which we cail brotheriy love XXXKEX{ or
altrulsm is not a feeling or a characteristic that is foreign to
the natural man., It is not on arteficial coat of piety with which‘
we sometimes cioth ouraelves to satisfy a.derper hidden selfish-
ness, It is indeel the high and the fundamental purpose of human
life., The primary and instinctive purpose of eninmal 1ife which
appears under the form of the desire to propagete the species, be-

becomes in the process of evolution the large broad and generous

feeling of brotherly love. Broadened by an enlightened self-con-

wciousness , purefied by the power of a sellective reason, ftrans-
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formed =nd trensfigured by the wide ond sympathetie eXp;%z;nces
in human life, that which appears as but a2 blind instinet in its
earliest forms , becomes a great broad large- minded purpose.
Self interest defeats its own end , and brings to one only lonli-
ness, isolation and bitterness, simply because it does not fullfil
the function of putpose FEXIIXXX in human life. Seek to find the
secret of the life of that person who finds life satisfying and -
rich, who tekes delight in every breath that he draws, who is rich
in humen experience, who is charged with a poerful dynamic of pur-
pose. You will soon see that his ratisfying life comes / not from
what he has , but from what he is able to give, his wisdom seems
of velue only as something that he mey give; You will find that

a1l his 1ife , ali his thought , all his activity, is focused on

the greast objects and purposes of mankind. Where his treasure is

B s Sl
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there wili his heart be also. He who seems greatest and happiest

among you , or rather he Who is grestest and happiest among you

becomes so because he hezs become the servamt of all. Because he Xs
has become servant of all , he is fullfilling the great purpose
function of human 1life, and &n the fullfiliment of iife's function
is the satisfying joy and the pedce that passeth all understanding
That teaching of Jesus in the sermon n the mount which says that
man should seek first the kingdom of God and his rightousness,is
is not the dream of a sentimental reiigious fanatic, but ind el

it is the sane and sensible utterance of a sane and sensible man.
In so far as one follows it , 1life wili be rich and satisfying.
and that dismal hungering vacuity which drives us from hiding %1
place to hiding place will disaappear. We are sometimes told that

jesus was giving the advice of folliy to the rich young man who X J
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had asked him what he must do to inherit the life eternal, Jesus

told him to go and sell al. thst he had and give it away., It was

sound and sane advice. Jesus saw that hte young men had tied him-

)¥ self to a stake in a dismal swamp, and the only way to get out of
the swamp was to pull up stakes and get up onto the mountain top.
Wealth as a means of increasing the service one may render to the
life of man is a great blessing , but wealth as an end and aim in
life is certainly the root of all evil. It would be well for the
joy and the satisfaction of many if they should take their wealtih
and dump it in.o the nearest river, and go to work‘at something
that is worth while for the life of man as a whole.

P You think that your 1life should be joryous =and atisfying.
So do 1/ But if it is not , if you fecl that you have been HEXHH

deprived of something that the very depths of your being requires

——————— ne—




just remember that the divine law of life is that you must live

to fullfil l1lifes function in the service of mankind, and in that
life shall come the peace that passeth understa nding.

Do you not fegl that the demands of life to-day afford you
a great and a noble opportunity to do a work, to meke a contribw
tion of your best thdught, of your highest consecration , of yow
noblest self to meet it ne:c s and to miﬁister unto the mora., the
social and the spiritual well~being of humenity. ? CanXd you not
feel the potential joy in throwing your whole soul and your whole
being into the work BX that shall be the work of the ages, that
shall free humen life from the terrible evils to which I called
your attentio last week, that shall meke it possible for .people

to 1live for the joy of the l1living. Do you really wish to 1ive the



the sctisfying 1life, throw yourself into glorious service of man QL
that we may purefy the temple, the onl; t4mple of the living God
the soul of man. 4&nd I say unto you that whosoever shall lose X
his 1ife for the sake of humanity, for the sake of the living
Christ that is now being crucefied on the cross of our selfishness

, sha1¢ find it. Give yourself body and soul to this eternal work

of man / and the satisfying joy that you have been seeking in Bg
every nook and corner except the right one, will follow as‘the bl

your shadow follows you,



