Pittsfield, Mass, Sept. 20 '08.
Subject,-~-~Faith in Life,

By virtue of the nature of our being we are
possesssed with an irrepressable instinct to live.
This we share in common with all animal life. What
that power, that force within us is we know not, Ve
only know that it is. From the first convulsive BXX¥
efforts human embryo to the last dying gasp of the
man who has lived the full allotment of 1life we are!l
in the power and the grasp of this mwgsterjous and
powerful instinet to live and to grow, to fulfill
the functions of our being. This is an ultimate fact
of the mystery of being.

But in the hands of intelligent beings such

as meh are this instinct to lave takes unto itself




¥ i

: e 2
various characteristics which do not appear in the

lower forms of life, In the course of the evohution
of man from the instinct serving animal to the ideal
serving humen being, this instinct to live becomes
transformed into a faith in life. So far as we know
the jelly fish simply responds to this natural in-
: : Gl

stinct and lives the 1ife of . So also
with each form of life;i$ ob the instinect to 1ife
and conforms to the limitations of its kind. The tree
lives the 1ife of the tree; the dog lives the life of
the dog.

But in man by virtue of the fact that he can
reﬁember, can reason, can formulate plans, and carry
his plans into execution if they EKE conform to the

laws of being, we are pre sented with another aspect
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of this instinct. So far as man continues to live

he is true to the animal type. But when he comes to
ask himself," What kind of a life shall I live."

What kind of & man shall I become 7 , he is no long-
er a blind and obedient servant of the primal laws

of his animal nature, but he takes those very laws
into his grasp and makes them serve the ideals of the
1ife that he strives to live and makes them contribd-
ute to the developement of the kind of a man that he
wishes to become. That is the deeper meaning of that
statement made by Jesus I came not to destrog but to
fulfill. We are shot through and through with Imrzxtiw
instincts, so powerful,so pervading, so irrepressabke

that we cannot escape them if we would. There they =




oo

Ty —

are whether we like them or not, We may begoie their
seyvile and humble slaves, or we may become their re;
gugating masters, We may become the slave of our ing
stinct to love, follow like a servile cur whereever
that powerfull master may lead us, and finally enjoy
the bitterness of being thrown upon the rocks alone
bruised and scarred by the rough and cruel FAEEXNEE
handling that we have received from the master to
whom we sold ourselves., On the other hand we nay
assert our rihgt to rule; we may become master and
command our primal instinét to do our bidding and

it becomes a great amq glorious force in our life,
AEEERX Aarron's rod so long as he held it in his
hand and under his control, was a rod of gold.But

as soon as he threw it down, gave up his power over




it, the rod becomes transformed into a hidiouésﬁﬁrﬁﬁ
serpent. These instincts which we have, so long as

we are master of them, so long as they serve our bid,
are the sources of power by which we live. But once:

we let go the lever of control, and we become the

ﬁ%ﬁ%%&e—eeeks of their tremendous i

here and there like a frail canoe in an angyy storm.

to be cast

)

The same is true of the great and all inclusive in-
stinct to live, As its servants we must¢ obey its im~
perative commands and follow blindly wheresoever it
may lead us. As its masters, by the aid of our knowk-
edge and understanding, by the force of our will, we
may transform this primal instinct into a faith in
1ife such as will fulfill a great and commanding pur-

pose.




But just because we are men , just because we-ggve b4
some little knawledge gained through experience andp
preservel in memory, Jjust because enough of the inf&
inite will has been breathed into our being to enable
us to say ,"I Will" , we know longer deal with the ¥
plain instinet to live . You have watched the child
as he begins to assert his personality, and begins to
show his will power, You are witnessing the develope=-
ment of the supreme force of the universe, Just bee
cause man is man he does not deal with the simple im=~
stinct , but hasto do with some kind of a faith in %
life.XmﬁﬁxﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiXﬁ%ﬁﬂ&ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁiﬁﬁEﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁxﬁﬁﬁﬂi'

So the question is , What Shall be our faith in 1ife"

What kind of a life shall we have faith in ¢ What

shall be that ideal that we se constantly before us,-




that cloud by day and that pillar of fire b§7£1ght,
that shall lead us through the pleasant fields,that
shall accompany us beside the still waters, that XK
shall descend with us into the dark valleys, that
shall go with us onto the high and rugged mountains?
What shall be the guiding principle for us in those
moments when we are brought face to face with some
great problem in which we are called ypon to decide
between a selfish intere-t and a public duty ? What
kind of a picture is it that we have hidden away BB
somewhere in the secret vaults of our personality
which is the image of the God that we have painted
for the God of things as they are. ? What is the
nature,what is the cuality, of that -faith in 1ife ©

into which we have transformed that primal instinct
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to live.,

To speak broadly there are three kinds or

in 1ife o
qualities of faith/that gou may have pefore yeuw as

the guiding principle of your conduct. Into which
one of these classefications §gﬁfmay find ffﬁﬁ%el@”wﬁ
determines the totality of Rour character,

The first k'nd of faith that one may choose,
the one that is nearest to sefvile obedience to the
animal instinet, is faith in the life of pleasure o
or the pursuit of happiness, This does not of neges -
ity mean that the end to which one devotes himgelf
is the satisfaction of the baser sort of animal pas-
sions, although sueh, even in their lowest examples
are pleasure seekers, But it means that attitude X% -

towards 1ife that assumes that the fulfillment of

RS L L i e RS L A B b L L




£ 2

desire and the satisfaction of appetites, the feed-

ing of the hungry body, the feeding of the hungry &
mind, is the end and aim of all life.

"X KEAR XX BEAX X R S XAAAR XS XX X XE XS ERX
t"Heav'n but the Vision of fulfilled desire,

4nd hell the shadow from & soul on fire
Cast on the darkness into which ourseives ,

so late emerged from , shall so socoy expire, "

It matters not whether we find this kind of
faith in the life of the sensualist of the most
gross type, or in the person who seeks pleasure in
worid of high thought, fine arts, music , the point
of view is the same, It has no active creative purp -
ose, it is sirply a dead sea into which the world

pours the best as well as the foulest of the waters




of humen 1life, and from which it receives n;%g;ng in
return., To what ever situation such a person may be
presented , the first question to be asked is ,

What pleasure, what fua shell I get out of it ?

Such XEKSI% people, if necessity compels them to
work, do their work simply that they may provide the
means of satisfying their faith in life, At whateve
cost to others, in moral degredation, in physical
want , in menteal suffering, phese seskers of pleasmre
go in and out among us , grasping, reaching out,for-
ever receiving, never giving, never contributing,
never forgetting their own desires. "Eat , drink,
and be merry for to -morrow we die," is the popular
pexim for this XAfE quality of faith in 1ife. But

deeper and truer are the lines of Rubsiyat,--




" yesterday This Day's Madness did prepar;%t*

To-morrows Silence, Triumph,of” Despaire;
Drink, for you know not whence you came nor why:
Drink, for you know not why you go , nor where,"

By no more subtle tie is the chasm BRIXEEN

that apparently separates the degraded outcast
who stands on the street corner waiting for some
chance passer by to give him a dime with which to~
feed hig diseased craving for-a—e%émuiating-excite~
ment,from the servile slave of luxery who waits for

some chance excitement to arouse him from his dead

Tl -
seaof selfishness{1than by this tie of a common faith

in life.

But just as there is no sharp dividing line be-

tween the bottom of the valley and the mountain side




so ther is no sharp dividing line between W Y
of @& faith in 1ife, and the faith in life that takesAd
into the worlid of ereative activity. But when you ¥
are once out of the one grade of life and fairly ¥#&
well into the other , you feel as if you had come X
into & new heaven and a new earth. The air is more
stimulating,you breath more freely, you feel the X%
subtle influence of an invigorating atmosphere HEEBR t
about you. You have come into the world of those who
believe in a 1life of accomplishment. They have the
faith in alife of abheivment, Their instinet to liwe
has been transformed into a faith of creative activ-
ity.

Here you come into that great company of men and

women who have done the worlds work, who XHXKX thru
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the infinite powers at their disposal, have made the

world that we live in what it is. Here are thoseiho
have searched out the secrets of nature, those who
with unspeakable labor have gained the mastery of
the great forces, and the hatural resources with
which the earbkh is ladened, and made them servée
the needs of humen life. Such as these have chained
the mountain stream, and made it do the work of man.
such as these have explored the lands and the -seas
stamping upon the whole earth the imprint of the Rk
working genius.of the humen soul. In the record of
their lives and in the unwritten record of the EBXK
countless millions who??;rgotten excppt for the im-
print that their work has made upoﬁ the accomplishm

ments of a civilized world, is written a large part

s
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of the glorious history of the ascent of man., It is
& glorious picture, full of inspiring incident, and'
rich in uplifting activity. Such has been accompkxi -
plished by those who have made their faith in life,
the faith of an active acheivemmht, the faith of am;
bition, the faith of a creative contribution to the
work of the world,

But even this is not the highest kind of a
faith in l1ife. To one who reads more carefully'thg
record of the faith of ambition, this faith that im-
pells the man to do something , to make something &
himself, to stand for some creatime work, for some

tangible power in the world,-- to one who reads thi

record carefully, there is many a dark and cruel

1
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page. Many even would sayX that it is a history

written in blood , that it is the picture rather

of a powerfull end vietorious army that has fought
its way through tremendous armies of opposition.
Many would say that this faith in a 1life of real‘agﬁ’
ing an ambition, has been but a bloody warfare in
which might has made right, and strnngth has prayed
upon weakness. It is a plain statement of fact tha
in this record of a cheivment, a selfish preative
activity has H¥KE worked a tremen dous havoc, has

caused an unmentionable amount of pain and cruel suf-

fering. It 1s not a faith that fulfills the complete
requirments of a noble life. It is a faith that is
rich in results but defective in pufpose, and the de-

fect in purpose has left its imprint upon its EXHEE




history. The deeper nature of man demnds somezigﬁg _
more. It is not satisfied with the plain flat accom-
plishmeﬁt and a cheivment . The full faith in 1ife
not only asks what you are doing, and for K¥A what
end E¥E you are doing it , but it goes even deeper
than that down to, the very roote of moral purpose
and asks,~- ForAgre yoﬁ doing it ?

As ye are able to answer this in the deeper
purposes of our life, do we declare our relation-
ship to the highest morel jdealism. The transition
from the faith of acheivment to the complete faith
in the complete l1ife is not great in itself, but it
changes the whole nature and the aim of life. To the
men who is accomplishing great things, this RERX

faith in the complete life says ,-- For whom are yau




working . If the man repliesf for the purpose_gg-ex-
pressing what is in me, for the purpose of satisfy&
1ﬁg_my creative and productive impulseés, the complé-
ete faith says ,-~ You have not seen , you have not
heard , neither has been revdaled to you the glory
that awaits those who love life., If again the man
replies,~- I do this that I may become a famous and
distinguishbd men, that My name may go down to pos-
terith as ome who has accomplished great things.""
Again says the Completee faith ,- You know me not,
Or if the man replies that he does it that he may
amass wealth , and gratefy his love for power, or

mipister unto hig friends, the complete faith says

KX%&KKX#KE‘You have not gtracheived the great and




supreme faith in human 1ife, How clearly we feel /’C%*

in our own deepest nature, even though we de¢ not oumr-
selves rise to the heighth of that faith , that any
great hero, anyone who in his life transcends the =
common lemel must rise to the heighth of self- forg
getfulness, must submerge himself and his interests
in the great , broad glorious interests of man., We
deprecate that in the public man . How quickly would
our respect in Lincoln fall to the very dust, if we
imagined that in him was the secret purpose behind
all that Yle did for this nation of so imprinting his
name and his influence upon our XXXE national 1life
that we should forever regard him as the great pres-
jdent of the amaerican nation. ? Much rather do we

like to think of him dropping on his knees in silent

g
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prayer , preparing to teke the next step forward

caring not for himself, but caring only for the
great principle of 1life and government to the cause
of which he had long since given him self. To the B
complete faith in 1life we demand that the man shall
not only do , on& accomplish, but that the supreme
aim and purpose eof his work shall be its ministering
influence upon the wellbeing of man kind. We demand
the purity of purpose. That this supreme heroism ,
this noble consecration of man to the great princip—

ples of life and the great interests of man has been

and is to-day the living faith of maény noble men and
women is the basis of our assurance that through the
harsh noises of the day a low swwet prelude finds its

way. More and more we are coming to estimate the life




of man by the contribution that it makes to tggt%om;
mon good , by the persistancy with which it adheres
to the principles of noble living that assure us of
the coming of the kingdom. Not in obedience to the
law but in fulfillment of the law is there 1life. We
are coming to se thatmwe are not here for the purp-
ose of selfsatisfaction, nor indeed for the purpose
of self expression, but that we may through the grow
ing years of life become the revealing channels of
of infinite truth in doing the world's work and in
realizing that which is at once the aim of the great
Good Will and the l1ife of man,

That I may make more clear just what this

complete faith in life is , and just how it works

under concrete conditions , let me call to you
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a incident in the life of Jesus, the one which I gzlff

read for a scripture lesson. /4s Jesus had grown from
chilhood to man hocd he had dreamed the dreams that

young men dream. With a keenness that sees to the x

very bottom of things he had watched the formal rel-
igions of his timeg, he had observed the k nd of lives
that men live, and the sruelties and the viciousness
of the selfish pleasure seckers, and the men of ambi-
tion. He had come to feel that he and inde d each men
had a mission to perform in life,a truth to which he

must bear witness; that the great pwrpose and aim of

1ife was to love the truth of the living God and to
love men in whom that thuth was expeessing itself.

To do this washis faith in life, it was his life it

self. As soon as he was releived somwhat of the res-




sponsibility of caring for his mother and his BPoth-
ers and sisters, as soon as he felt that he was free
to do so, he went among the people of palesting,

e
teaching and preaching the glory of the 1life that he
was living and pursuading people to accept the comp-
le e faith in life such as he had. . He found a res-
ponse in the heart of the common people , for the m
faith that he KA had was the faith that they wished,
They welcomed the man who could speak with the auth-
ority of the living God in the living soul. Then tle
mﬁltitudes came to him and listened , and were refe-—
freshed and strengthened, and went away healed in ¥
body and spirit. ‘But in time there arose KXERERI
murmurings of discontent against him because he did

teach and preach RHA as did the scribes. In course

Phois
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of the months, this fecling of opposition becameﬁ&o :;y;j%

strong, and so bitter , that @%sus felt that he must
in time come face to face with it. The incident which
1 have read to you is the incident in which the con-
sciousness of XKI¥ result of this meeting dawns upon
him. He and his disciples had been away upon a tour
in the region about Jerusalem. They were now coming
back. Jesus tells them that he must face this oppo~
sition, that it will doubtless memm his death. But
that was right for it was in obedience to his princi-
ple of life. But Feter, who was an impulsive, warm
hearted, generous kind of a person could not stand
the thought of Jesus dying in this way for the prin-
ciples which they had been teaching . Rather Teter

was anxious that he should live for them. He did not




realize as did Jesus that there ENKEEXXXXXHKE éreégﬁﬁ?izw i?f

times when the only thing that can be done is to die

for a principle. So peter daid to Jesus,--Far be it

from thee , Lord, this shall never be unto thee."

But jesus turned Eggﬁ Feter, and said to him,-Get

thee behind me satan; thou art a stumbling bloc k m

unto me; for thou mindest not the things of God , but

the things of men.," Then Jesus turned to his BISEXR]

disciples HHAXXXEX uttered one of the most majestic

principles of human life,) If any man would LEIXER come
after me let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow

me. For who soever would save his life » shall lose it,

and whosoever shall lose his life for mysake , shall find it.

For what shall AN a men be profited , if he shall B

sain the vwhole world, and forfeit his 1life ? or what




shall FiiXi# a man give in exchange for his 1ife‘§

What & noble and majesticfaith in 1ife 7 How it
trandsends the faith in 1ife as 8 series of dis-
connected events of pleasure, or the faith in 1ife &
as fulfiliment of an ambition at any cost. To have
the faith that your life and mine is somehow a thing
of importance -to human 1ife., ; that we are the beare
ers of @ message of infinite worth X8 from the source
of 211 truth to the finite 1ife of man? to feel that
jt is pur work, our joy and our fuifillment of 1ife
to deliver that message to man through noble living
or if need be through noble death,- that is the comp—
plete faith in the complete life. In some unspeakable
way we fecl that that is the deepef signifinance of

human 1life, that it is the faith unto which we would




attain, ﬁiwf'éﬁ

Why cannot we get up onto the mountain top of
a faith in a 1ife of service and contribution ? Why
cannot we build there the fires of an unquenchable
faith in the worth of human 1ife, and let the flames
from these fires mount higher and higher until they
become & cloud by day and a piliar of fire by night
that shall guide those who are still on the rugged
mountain side of a cheivment, and those who are in X
the de'p gulfs of pleasure seeking up into the clear

open heights where life becomes 1ife . llore than that
with the beacon lights burnihg upon the mountain top

of you(idealism, leave the heights of transfiguration

, go down the mountain side to the world of ambition

, go down into the very decpest valleys of selfishness
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where the mountain top is hiddeﬁ by the thickégggga rm;}
the underbrush , and beginning there clear the way to ;2; ’
the top, and lead men into the way and the truth and
the light. Carry them by the very strength of pour
understanding heart, by the force of your mighty pur-
pose, and the power of your indomitable will, up the
rugged mountain side of ambition until the very summit
is reached,and the things that are seen kose XNEKEERX
themselves in the unseen, and the finite fe-ls itself
calling unto the deep of the infinite with the voice
of the eternal truth.

Have you that complete faith in life. Do

you want it ? It is your for the asking/ but you must
ask in the language of the whole soul,




