v The Bible as Litera‘bux! s v

Dean Stanley said "By Literature I mean those great works....

which rise above the professional or commonplace uses, and take
possession of the mind of a whole nation or a whole age.," It is
from this point of view that we wish to ldok at the Bible, not only
this afternoon, but aliays, for the very wording of the subject
indicates a€ clearly the changed attitude of men concerning the

Bible. No longer does it have standing as a deposit of super-

naturally revealed wisdom. The Bible is a collection, a library of
the literature of the Jewish people. Out of th8 vast amount of
poetry

narrative, myth, folk tale, legend, history, laws, prophecy,/and
religious literature that the Children of Israel created , the
exactions of time, and accident have left us these books which
make up the Bible.

ot all of this material has the same value. Some of it, in
fact large portions of it, do not come mmi=® within the range of the
defintion of Dean Stanley. Ritualistic laws, and the civil code
are very interesting as reflecting the nature and standard of
social and religious development, but that can hardly be called
literature in the exhalted sense in which Stanley lses it.

Without being too exact in statement we may say the the Rikiw
books of the Bible were produced within the period beginning im
a little earlier than 800 B.C., and ending not far from 180 A.D.,
or in other words within the range of a hundred years. While this
period covers the range of actual composition, yet the embody many
old traditions and folk poems which kgii been handed down from an
earlier age. The Book of Genesis is entirely of this sort, a col-
lection of 0ld myths, folk legends, and hero stories. SmEm=ixx
Eodus 1is almost entirely legendary in character, but it pre-

gerves some old Poems like the Song of Moses in & the 15th Chap.

-an.du;fhe sonpgof Beborah in Judges five which is regarded as the

oldest &oommxntx piece of Literature in the 014 ;estament (/} a,uv{zgt
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Besides these Dbooks of legendary and historical charscter we have &=
have the prophecies , both the major and minor prophets in which
the reformers of society and religion , at a white heat pitch, pour =%k
out their judgements upon society, and announce the doom of the natin
and the judzement of God. Then we have the poetry , ranging in sim-
rle lyrie poetry to the great Epie Drama of Job which is regarded as
one of the great literary creations of all history, ranking with
Virgil's Aneid, Dante's Inferno, and Milton's Paradise ILost snd
Goethe's Faust .

All of these writings carry the coloriag and setting of the
little nation=® whose record they are. This oriental setting gives
them a background that is rich both in color and texture, and as
warm and impulsive in style as the people whose life they sing.

The legend says that the people of Israel were in bondage to the
Egyptians. Prior to that they were one of nomadie tribes of the
Semetic race . XREEXXAAEAXX Perchance in their wonderings they did
come under the hand of the Egyptian Pharoahs., By that as it may
dhout the year 1270 B.C., & clan called Israel settled in Canaan,
the land of promise; flowing with milk and honey. To about this
period in the hisotry of this people the song of Deborah Yelongs.
It celebrates one of the incidents of the conquest of Canaan by
the Israelitesy a victory over Sisera and his hosts and the
death of the fleeing kink by the hand of a Bdouin woman in whose
tent he had sought refuge.

Judges V.

This poem not only illustrates a very primitive form of
voetic expression, but reflects the stage of development of the
people,

About the year 1000 , David was crowned king at Hebrom.

The r&ign od David and the reign of Solomon mark the high water

mark of the temporsal power of these pedple. It was the decline of

the kingdoms that gave rise to the great prophetic utterances from
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&mos in the year 750 or there abouts to books of Esther Jjust be-
fore the time of Christ.

in 586 comes the fall of Jerusalem and the period of the Exile
when in truth the great literary work of the Jewish people was
accomplished. ,

In ®¥x 539 Darius the Persian took Babylon and in E1l6 the
Jews began to return from Ezmile, but as history records they were
even then scattered all over the world. What wonder then that their
literature was always searching, and not to say doleful and resign-

ed in its tone,

I have already pointed out the Song of Deborah as the oldest
example of literary remains of this people. It was one of those
folk poems that was recited on festival occasions, and with vary-
ing changes & developments was passed on from one generation to
another as our nursery rhymes are today in spite of hooks.

One of the most interesting and , at times, appealing forms of
literary expression is the folk legend. In these there may be a
trace of historiec truth. Tike the Sagas of the European tribes to
which owr attention has been called in recent vears quite persist-

antly, they are of highly imaginative form,and here and there a
passage of profound beauty, and insisght appears as for example
the incident of loses and the Burning Bush,- Edodus 3/ 1-6.
and Jacob's Vision at Bethel in Genesis 28.

Both in imagery and insight these are fall but 1little short
of poetry. It seems tragic that such splendid legend, and folk
mgt should have been sacreficed for so many years upon the alter

of a dry a Jjuicelss, and useless theology.
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T will not mention wisdom literature, which is simply & collection
of short pithy s=ys=xg sayings =t with here and there a sénnet , or

some simple poem thrown in. These are what we would call epigremats

wisdom, the Common-sense sayings of a people collected. For example
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These are not always profound but they are the gleénings of

But a just weight is his delight."

humsn experience, and constitute one of the illuminating portions of

astexyxx literary remains, for such couplets indicate a growing
sense of diseriminating judgement. Just increase the proportion of

and you are not far

passionate insight 5
from that form of literary expression that finds as high expression
in the Hebrew litersture as in any literature of the world. A dis-
eriminating wisdom, made human and universal 5y a great insight
results in the outpourings of the Phophets. Now it is the blazing,
smiting stinging blasts of Amos, and again the the fender , yet
upright pleadings of Hosea, speaking out of the diseiplined under-
standing of his own wisdom.

See Hosea Chapter 14,

See Amos 1) 8--4-14,

ikegyxehagteretxhxx Such are the minor prophets.
Yet how different the poems of the Exile £
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Yo Palm 42 and 43 we have Whe cry of the Israealite i:r‘jabylon

during the Captivity. Having in mind the contrast . The P¥almest
taken from his native city, and country, torn from his friends
» deprived of the comforts and joy of his religious ceremonies,
an unwilling captive in a city whose costoms, whose religion
whose standards of life were so different. Beyond that to be com-
relled to act as slaves ahd servats to this heathan nétion. In
this Psalm that is the story that he is telling.

Also Psalm 61. Exilic. Also 63, finally 137 best of all .

Then the group of Psalms 120- 134 which were probably used in the
Litergy of the pilgrimages to Jerusalem. As the people approached

the city they sung these songs, amid the waving of emblems, per-

haps bundles of wheat, or palm leaves, or flowers.
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Pr9mitive.

Song of Deborah. Judges V.

Song of loses Exodus 15.

Folk legends or myths.

Moses and the Burning Bush. Exodus 3/1-6.

Jacpb's Vision at Bethel. Genesis 28,

Wisdom literatures Proverbs.

“Prob 27' oz,

Minor prophets.

The smiting prophet, Amos 8/4-14.
The prophet of disciplined love/ Hosea Chapt 14.

Poetry of the Exile.

Panlim A8-wwat~ dgheady i F gL il 137 (best).

Psalms of Ascent. 1l20-134. Festival Flowers ete.

Great Prophecy. Israel in the economy of life, destined to the

great task of "servant Nation"
Isaiah 52,13---- 53,12,
Lyric Poetry -34-- Song of Songé? Iloulton 202.
Drama. Tedding Yay.
Job. One of the great literary acheivments of all time, dealing
with the problem of moral evil, like Faust, Dante, ete.by all

odds the grearest book of Hegrew Literature
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I---Prologue. Chap 1-2. Probably bhelongs to age of captivity.
II--- Rixxk Round of Discussion. Job and three friends.

a--Job Opening complaint. Chap. III.

b-- Reples and answers.

#w Eliphaz, Chap 4-5.
"

Job 6-7.
Bildad o B
Job. 1. =10,
Zophar oo o lade,
Job. v 12=14,
¢-~-- Second round.
Eliphaz M-
Job 2 leslY
Bildad n= sl8
Job L i
Zophar " 20
Job 2%
d--- Third Round.
Eliphaz ", 28
Job " 23-24,
Bildad £E 25
Job 26
(Zophar " 27 ~--8-25.
Jobh " 27 ---1-8.
E, Chapter 28,
f. Job's Solilogquy " 28-31,

fiII-- Elihu. Possibly an interpolation. Not referred to in

prologue or epilogue. Chap. 32-37,.
IV--- Yahweh Passages. 38 to 42.

V--- Job!s reply to Yahweh. 42,1-6.
VI Epilogue.



