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o heay'lincoln Stefilens s.eak

ilost people will toke advantage of the oprowtunity
of hearing Llnqoin cteffens speak at the Cohonilal Theatre
n: xt Sunday ;afternoon. indéoi itiis o poare ehance to size
up one of the Toremost and one of tihe best of those men,
upon winom the mor- fastidious have fastened the name of
‘muekrskers’. 1t may be true that we do not relish the
coniiiions in municipoal politicw LWRX as they hove hoen oL o oI

mo st

sented to us by tiese "luckrexers” , but the/repulsive

the gonditions
thing aboutl Lagl is that they are true. The next importent

‘Liliﬂ;_«,‘ i8 thaet we should znow i,t, and that in that newle oe
we shouid find our weapc & for warefare ngoinst the condit-
ions we do not relish. Thore mon heve been failthful and rew~

intiess in their task of diagnosing our cocisl digeases.

Tney have not JraBedllalils pretended to be surgoons, but

j eve si-ply have acte'! in the cepncity of examining ex orts.

Dy no means the least important and least voll known
of these men is lincoln "‘teflrens whe wil. spoak ot thoe RB3i¥
Goloniali Theatre noxt Lunday ., fternoon. iis suljject,--

is suech as il ennble hin to AWALIAHLERILRCRELRE
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dg-l with the very zrobiems thot he ig nmost familier th,

and in whicn 21l men who sre niive 2re most kecnly interest-

Row why ehevld the men of this e¢lty wish to hear thle
pariiguiar men, 7 1In tho first pleed ho ia a striking gons-

he sPfimetion thag
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For an ndventeroug life in this gountyy, His iifo Leas boon

full of the most intercasténg and importent sdventure. ile

ﬂ_;:n";ﬂ { rom (-x“rl‘iﬂ'ﬂ(}i", and ¢s ??ﬁnir;-' I'(\Lf:in’ told me on the



street the_other day " The man who has been hit, knows L o
Aman who has had experience is always interesting. '

: Beyond that this man Steffens is a scientific sort of=
chap. He saw that our municipal politics were in a bad way.
Every one knows that now, and in a general way they knew it
before Steffens took hold of McClures in 1901, but now it B
has been brought home to us in such a manner that we have
seen the necessity of taking action. He didnt write an'y
preachments about the sin of graft, but he just camped in
half or dozen or éo of our average cities, and began to get
at the facts and let the people know them. The result was
that people began to prick up their ears."The Shame of KX
Minneapolis” and his characterization of lMagor /mes as @
"moral leper"was enough to BXE setl one man thinking for
a whiie. Such an article as that in connection with the
others like the one on St Louis and New ¥York just set people
to thinking and to talking. It would be foolish to say that
StefBens is the cause XK of the moral awakening that has ap-
peareﬁ in the country, but it is true to say that he is éfﬁ
alive to it and that he has contributed much to the xnowle@gp
that is so necessary in dealing with it. He has presented us
with some mighty pointed facts, and we are fast drawing com -
clusions. We need to hear such a man talk.

The claim is often heare that such & man as Steffesms
does nothing but rake muck, and that he has no true perspeét-
jve of things as they are, Of course when a man says that
he has for the moemnt forgotten that Steffens has told the
story of Ben Lindsey, "The Kid Judge", and Mark Fagan and

Ecerett Colby. He has an eye for the good as well as the XA

In this he showw that he is constructive in his work and his




outlook. This is an®ther reason why we should hear the man.
William éllen white says of him,-2The real difficulty
heretofore has been that the people——;-th great mess of BB
people---- have not known the real facts about real govern-
ment. They have seen meny unpleasant things inthe papers, ¥
but as egach side of she political contest was abusing the
other side in telling the unpleasant things, the people hawve
paid 1little attention to the clamour. But now when & man as
steffens has come, with no party to advocate, with no refomms
to promise or suggest, but with the plain facts-- the peopke
will eventually give heed, and sooner or later, thg willXHAdé
act upon the judgements which the facts force upon them, "

The work which needs to be done has hardly begun.
steffeﬁs and such have blazed the trail, The multitudes
will follow along behind. We need all the l1andmarkes that ®
we cam get hold of.

The Y.M.C.A. has dome us @ great service in getting
this man here, and we ought to fill the Golonial Theatre to
the dooré& tomhear him. He has something to say. Ve want to
hear the man who has somehhing to say, even if we do not

agree with him,



