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In what you have read of the writings
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Jou have come to see that whatever may be the merit of his
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position, it cannot bhe accuse  ARBBAMAREIBHAI. of being con
eing Nn-

ventional. .,s a2 thinker on mora. and social probiems as
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Welil as an exemplar of his own prénciples, he is cetainiy %
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outside of the ordénary highwa s of conventional thnAAng,
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not only in Russia, but yuite as weld In &l other countries
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~0Ome men have even gone so far os to resard nim as insane
e
1

while others l1ook upon him as one of the great leaders ang

~

prophets of Russian soeiai evolution, and as having a very
[

far reaching infliuence in countires as far remote as our own.

The offdeial opinion of the Russian is the same for him as

o . - - Y g = . 1 - . . |
1t 1s for all other Russians whose ideas in any way threaten

I
the social order of despotism. They tolierate him,rbecouse he ’

has committed no open act acainst the government, but mam
L o ? J

e

of his writings of these Later days are prohibited. His re-
i&tions with the Russian Church present a humorous situatiam

llost men at least ¢ling to the possibility that whatever may ;
have been their condu¢t in 1ife , there aiways remains for

them the XXRARXABEEAXBLXFERRIBIATLR REXZAREEL Taint hope of

a future rewerd, and eternal felieities. To Tolisdi this hope
is denied. At jeast if the Rustian Chureh takes itself seri.

r
e T ;
ousiy , nndkphe infinite is as serious and as lacking in the

sense of humor as the august mulers of thai Church I can see
no hope for Poor Tolstoi . Not only has he been damne 3 b'"tﬂJ/
o

Government in thils 1life, but aiready the Chureh has taken %

time by the foreloek, and damned him for all eternity, vet
in spite of that we read his bosks and are interestegq 1 5y hi
in hig

gire. is we read and think, refieeting on the things that



says an' does , we cannot refraoin from asking our selves
the cuestion as to whether or not this man is dreaming
wild dreams and thinkin_ vein thoughts, or is he some how
blindiy grasping in his hend @ reey principle of iife, that
is establiishing itseif as a conerete reaiity in our modern
society.

You are familiar with the bréef facts of the man's
;ife. Born in 1828 at Yasyana Polyana, where he now lives,
he lived the typical chiidhood and youth of the Russian
noble. Ile entered the army in the Causasus , and after the
termination of the guerilia warfare in Circassis. His writi-
ings of the army 1ife had geined for him a recognition,be-
yon& that due him merely on account of his social standing.
Leaving the army at the age of 26, he goes to S5t Petersburg,
With a zest that has always characterized him , he entered

upon @ mission of @ man of thought. ile visited the continent

and came in contact with the oeading thinkers and workers
there . This visit had a profound infiuenceon him. He then
passes through what mey be calied the romantic period of his
1ife, Here he come: to serious doubt as he faces the sharp
contrast presented to him between the romantic ide2l con-
ception of life as it was perceivel in his imagination, and
the hard cruel facts of 1life as ha found tiem in Russian
society. Tha following describes briefly his problem, and the
the way in which he escaped from his dilemma and doubt. "He
had long believed ' like so many other cultivated and libers)
minds, that the narrow circle of Savants and weaithy people
to which he belonged constituted his entire worid. As to the
thousends of beings who had lived, or were living still,out-
e

«ide of him, were they mnot animeals rather than men 7 I can

scarcely realize to-day, so strange do I find it, that I xy
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should have falien into such @ mistake os to beliieve that
my own 1ife, that the iife of a Soiemon, that the 1life of =a
the life of
Schopenhauer, was the true or normal life, while/nll these
thousands of human being XEXH was a mere detail of no accow t
Fortunately for Toistoi, the taste for country life, and his
intercourse with the field hands, brought him to divine, theat
' 1f he desired to live and comprehend the meaning of 1ife,
he must find this meaning noet among those who have lest 1%,
vho long to get rié of life, but among these thousands who
create their life and ours, and who bear the burden of both.'
Having found only the lcaven of doubt or negation eamong the
men of his own society, he goes to ask the germs of faith,
the eiements of religion, omon; the poor , the simple, the
ignorant,pilgrims, monksraskoliks, peasants. In them aione
he finds agreement between faith and works. ...... seeing
these simple souls so unanimous in their interpretation of
existance, so obstinately bent on seeking the good by means
of' calm labor and patiencecapable of enduring any trial,
Tolstoi agdin begins to fe~l love for men; and he endeavors
to imitate these models. " (Dupay's The Great RupBxiEn
KEANEXE Masters of Russian Literature .Page 226-7) Thus we
see the mental history that lead Tolstoi to go baeck to the
peasant life and become that by which he is now known the
wordd over, a man of the nobility ,yet living the outward X
life of the peasant. During this latter period of his 1life
he has produced all his reiigious and sociological literatu-

re, Besides the influence that he has had in the immediate

neighborhood of his own estate, he has exercised a large di.

rect influence , and an almost HARHAEX immeasureable indirect

snfiuence on Russian iife, The life is certainly interesting

put the question that * have in mind is not its interest but




its signifiacanmce, Is it important ¢ GRERL X R ERERE
Let us try to place him,first of ali ih his reja-

tionship to the great writers and reformers of Russia, ang

later in his relationship to men ourside the borders of his

own country,

Gogel, the great Russian d-eamer anad rommcer, wasg .

born in 1810. He is some what of a Voltaire, in his satyr am

his punchent ¢criticism, of things as hey are. After him !

comeés Turgenief, born in 18i8. Turgenief probves to the very
heart of the Russian socldl life. He lays open for publie
gaze in his books, the social and political rottenness, and
corruption on Russian society. Like Zola in France he was

& realist, whose Supreme work was to arouse the at ention of
men to the actusl face behind their mask of respectibiitity,
I cannot ind that there is any note of constructive work
in Turgenief, but I am not sufficiently acauained with him
to say thnat positively. But at east he realized the nee of
constructive work, and one of the most interesting of his
acts is his effort to popularize Tolstoi's work » and his
last words almost on his deathbed were of Tolstoi.

These men , to gether with their Luropean contempor-
aries, and their fellows of the spirit and purpose in this
country, were the beginners of a great movement that we have
not eaven begun to see the end of., The beginning of the eigh-
teeth Century saw the whole of Lurope stidl under the grip

of oppression. In spite of the I'uritan movement which had -3

shaken the idea of divinme right, the restoration in Lnglang

‘had permitted but a very smalli part of that revolutionary

'spirit to survive., But the history of the eighteenth century

:in EBurope is recordei in the l1ife of Voitaire, and its trag..

'se ending is to be found in the chronicies of the French
ie &




Revolution.Voltaire is not so much the cause of the great EX
change as he is the leade~ and the interpreter of it, Qne
line in one of his plays, egxpresses the whole message of
Voitaire and the i8th. Century. " Wake » Ye people, Break

your ehains, ™ "l

()]

religious creed, is significant, " 1 die
adoring God, loving my firends, not hating my enemies, and
detesting superstitution., ™ Liberty Fraternity, and equality
were Lhe wacthwords of life dmong the radicals of those days,
The french revoiution was the terribie exXprecsion of the fen-
ment in Lurope. In this countty, men who were in sympathy
with Voltaire, his thought end his purposes were the leaders
in the revolution here, 2nd were the dominant forces in the
estabiishment IHAZXX of the nation. Franilin and Jefferson
were c¢losely akin to Voltaire in their poiitical end religi-
ous prineipies. Channing , still a student at Haryard at the
time of the french revolution was in the midst of their cele-
bration of that event. Liberty was the idea of his 1ife,
the overthrow of oppression, All of this both in Burope and
in this country means in its broad significance that the
mass of the people were arising to @ sense of the worth of
human life. If there is any one phrase that expresses the ¥
the full significance of the growing movement it is the
phrase ,- the sense of the dignity of humen nature.
But while that idea was coming to the surface to
become a tremendous influence in modern life. Feople were X
yet aware of the fact thoat conditions asg they then existeaq
did not conform to this idea of the dignity of humen life.
Thomas Hardy in his famous book, Tess of the D'Urbervilles
cioses the book with o scene and a sentance thot is the un.
spoken feeling AREZXXEXXRGKER of thouscnds and the spoken

convietion of many., Tess , a nob.ie type of womanhood,
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in the facé of circumstiances thot conspired to chsat her of

every noble womaniy right, at lest driven to desparation by
the crueli treachery in whicli she had been = vietim, kills
lier persecuter. {ne is constrained to suy that if ever the
tajing of life could be justefied , it shou.d be in her case,
But she meets death at the hands of the law. The two people
of all her 1life , who had been constantly true to her, the
one , her sistdr, and the other, he who would have been her

husband, are witnesses and actor's in the following
" Upon the cornice of the tower a tell staff was fixed,

Their eyes( &#.e. lover and sister) were rivited on it. A fey

minutes after the hour had struck, something moved slowly up

the staff, and extended itself upon the breeze. It was a

black fliag.

08,

"Justice was done, and .the I'resident of the Immortals

had ende’ his sport with Tess. /nd Durbervill knights and
dames siept on in their tombs unknowing. The two speechless
gezers bent them selves down to the earth, as if in prayer,
and remained thus a long time, absolutely motionless ; the
flag continued to move silently. +<s scoon as they had streng h
they arose, joined hands agnin, and went on, "

Thus do many feel as they note the play of forces
upon hujan 1ife, and the cruel injusticece tiat often terminae-
tes it. Channing in whom the conception of the dignity of huy-
man life was incarnated, felt the same pressing question.
Comsider the background of his mind when he says the follow-
ing in an adiress to working men, Christianity is the only
effectual remedy for the fearful evils of modern civilizati.-
on,-= @ system that teaches its members to grasp at every

thong , @nd to rise above everybody, as the great aims of X

| 11fe., Of sueh a eivilization the natural friuts are,contempt
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of others rights, fraud, oppression, @ gambling spirit in

trade, reckliess adventure, and commercial econvulsions, all

tending to impoverish the iaboerer and to render every cond-

ition insecure. Relief is to come , and can only come from

a new npplication of Christian principles , of univesal jus-

(&

tice and universal love to social institutions, to commerce,
to business, to active 1life. n(rage 63 Vorks) I state this

only to illustrate a point that might be well established by

evidence, that back there at the beginning BEXAXE and well

along into the 19th. century there existed very clearly 2

recognition of the fact that if human 1life is in any way a

thing of dignity, tak the conditions of our modern civili= -

ation make against 1t snstead of for 1it, or as Hardy says,-

the President of the smmortais had ended his sport wbth X&

Pess. The eighteenth Century had produced the jdeal of the

tl £ 1ife in itself, but it had not
i ' -roduced tge conditions

~ht to assum: Llhat tkhis prineiple ofthe

¢ignity of !uman 14 had come an o

in. avery y ite. In Tact hiis sharp con.ras etween bl
ypal ideal constructed auring he @i itheéntury, ald tlhe
ot bemnpt ( \ o d iS4 ong suar ' A, shgonditions Ma
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devel
ing and lhe truth of the spatement that the nill of the gods

grind slowly butb they grind exceedingly Tine.
Now , in order Lo understand the place which BSolstoi

polds in relation to this great movement , and especially

ife had ocome an zetive working rincible

opements of the 1ast three coenturics he realizcs the mean_o




in the Russian gocial and political 1life, we have to under &

just how he Taced these sroblems and just whal he propposed

: to do.

8t is very fair to say that he understood the serious
ness of the situation not only in his own country, but inthe

greayer world. -ny one of his writings produced after he had

entered upon the third veriod of his moral and intellectual dev-

clopment either give a clear cut exposition of the influence of

ithe soclal order on the lives of individuals and eciely. His novel

e of ost searching inquiries into

_ | The Ressurection, is one : i
A the conditions of modern society axhe has founé it in Russai.

ut the fact of the influence of

193]
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Over and over again he points O

=

conditions and circumstances upol xederx moral conduclt. Bhe open-—

ineg lines of the 23 chapter of the book from which you have been

reading states his opinions on the subject . " 8 gaw that the

—

lcause of the sufferinf and depravity of men lies in the fact that

|

i

w some men arc in bondage TO others :" I ¢o not know thatl any mRan
L

o ¢ould more clearly state in a few words the essense of the learming

and wisdom gleaned from the experience of the nineteenth century.

It makes no differance whether you approach the scolar or the

(i
|l nan of affairs ; the eriminal or the reformer, the theologian or

| 1tawyer, every where you will find that the answer to your question

, .
| - ~ 5 " . . "
as to the cause of suffering and depravity in human 1ife awill

be answered by the great leaders of the nineteeth century in i

same btorms that Tolstoi uses in thisxkmwxk short sena
|

|
|

brecisely the
Freedom from bondage‘

iance that some mnen are in bondage to others.

has been the constructive vatehward of all progress during the last

‘hund ofl years e



P

the

Now wilhien 1t comes

so much to be desired,

Bhus far at least Tol

ge. He is at onc

qucstion as to how man

[
stoli is in harmony with the

leaders of the

with the revolutionist of Europe y 2nd witnh

Channing, Parker and Emerson in this country.

to a consideration of the th

should acguire this fTrecdon

e practical

Trom bondage

he Talls into ihe same error thal many are

falling into to day. He is not qui.e able to go the full legth of
the princinles to which he is pledped. He will not submit to the

£ +
L w

o

te, nor to the authority of the churech,nor
] ] (@]

o

authorily o Le s
the authority of the bible, but that is a s far as he can go . He
is nolt enough a child of his lime to cul clear Trom all authoritie
and acquaint himself with first hand with geity as did Emerson.

He Talls back upon the authority of Christ, ancd especinlly upon

the teaching of Christ as it 1s interpretied by Tolstoi., In his

ife and the teachings of Christ he makes

|-

retdiion of the

(2 )

inter:

the doctrine of non-rcsistance the central and crystelizing force

of Bis  dlifes

Tolstoi's answer to all the reXigixyus social and moral

problems of his time is a religious answer. Ve are to find our way

out of our troubles by the application of Christianity to human kig

1ife. But the Christianity which he would have applied is not the

christianity as it is commonly applied in the churches , but a
Cchristianity involved in a new interprctation of the gospels.
#is religion , properly speaking, takes as its foundation the

haxim of the Evangelist, (Resist not exxx the one that is evil,)

And it 1s not in an allegorical scnse ,it is bt the leller,that

+hesc words of Jesus must be understood. The law laid down by




| for evil.

_10- ' |
JesusR" disciples of this world , which is the law of conflict
This doctrine of Jesus, which is sure to give Deace to the worlg
is contained wholly in five commandmentsi—— |
Be at peace with everybody. Do not allow yoursclf to consider
‘anyone as low or stupid.
9—— Do not violate the makkes rights of wedlock. Do notl commit

| adultery.

3—— The oath impels men to sin. Know that it is wrong ,and bindg

| not yourselves by any promise.

4—— Human vengeance or justice is an evil. Do not, under any

pretext, practise it. Bear with insults, and ronder not evil

‘l PAKk S-——Know that all men are brothers, and sons of one Tather.

Do not brecak the bcace with any on account of difference '3

. nationalitiy.
|
| By putting this doetrine into oractise, man can recalizes a haDh

ﬁpiness in 1ife, and there is no happiness in life exceptl in this xm=

| .
lpath." Dupay, Page s X¥ 331-2
i

' The above scems to me & Tair statement of Tolstoi's constructiv
\

|1ine of roform. Bondage 1s the cause of suffering and depravity,
| |
nust be eliminated from life. ;

| therefore bondage of all forms
;Property involves a form of bondage, there we must eliminate prou

into a comnunistic order of socirty. Class dis-

e |

‘perty 3 and ente
eliminated , and a practical demonstration of

old religious formula of fraternity among men nust be put intoi
|

| tinctions nust be

| the

tise. Acting ubon the doctrines which he preached Tolstoi
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| took up his abode on the esiate where he was bhorn. He c¢ig a1l

that ho could co to eliminate the the arteficial distinctions whi h
- Thic

|
|
|
\
i
|

RXXRXRAXRR segregated him from the pecasants on his estate. He

asant, to

o]
o)

begah to wear the garb of the » at the food of the .
: S Ex |

peasant, to sbend a certain part of cach day in doing work suen
| os the peasants do, plowing , working in thec Tield, and beings

|
. |
| onec of those among whon he lived. All this outward evidence of
~ i
r

an inwvard grace of

Traternityhas become a part of his life. Thig

freedom from bondage, both in Droverfy and in social distinctions

has vecome the ideal of his life, and true to it , he follows

| where it leads him. Through his devotion to that he makes his

|  contribution to the problems of his nation, and his time. How

i great znd Tar reaching that contribution will be we have .no means

" | of determining at this short range. At leust he has realized the

? | significance und in part the causc of the greal social problemn

‘of the times. Also he has a remedy which to him , and indéed to

| :
) many others 1is an absolute remedy. He does not fear to apply Lhe!
; &
1 ) e W T
| the remedy at whatever costs. He 1s dolng something and in the l
. 1

|

loné run,, Yibelieve that the world will confirm the opinion held by

iaany to-day that Tolstoi is XKE onc of the greatest influences

| in Ryssian 1ife. In the great awakening of Russia his life and
his influence is bound to have a softening and uplifting effect
+hat will do much towards toning down the wrath of an outraged

~eople in that great day when the Russian nation is called to thej

‘ L ;
i bar of revolutionary Jjustiee to answer for its atricities againgt |

hupan life and 2 dependant people. It is possible that the influ-i

~nce of Tolstoi, without being in the leastl a compromising infiy.
G _

| ence xx may serve to give to that time of judgement a lone of
| € ] :




that 1s a certain arteficiality that does not sound true.

| 1ife,

in dcaling with criminals ané other celinquents against thesocial

forder.

12—
Justice and enlightened conduct that was so lacking in the great
French Revolution of a century ago.
Yel one cannot fail to see that in the position of Tolstoi

It is not

so much an evidence of insincerity on his part,. as it is a.

|
|

product of his carlier training , and the narrowness of his 1ife

| We have Lo rccognize that the narrowness of which we are spoakine |
= <

|

ié not so much 2 narrowness which may be aseribed to faults in the |

| himself , as a narrowness that may be ascribed to the limitations

of the conditions, both social and political under which his years

d., It is difficult to teach an

(¢}

| of maturing developement were pass
| dog new tricks. In spite of himself Tolstol was unable to free I

1imself from the bondage wgicl he so much feared and loathed.

Denying the authority of the governnent, and the authority of the|
) |
| state , he does nolt cscape authority , but quietly hides his head

under the authority of Christ's. teaching of the doctrine of non-

rosistanse. This is the compass by which he steers himself. He

abpliss t is principle whercever he can cdbscover its applicability|
T would/be the first to deny the imporiance of this primciple, |
|
|

and I can see that it has =a tremendous influence in our modern 1|
i
and it is coming more and more to be applied , as Tor exampl |

|
|

Yet we must canfess that it is only a method of procedureg |

2 3 - m - l
| and not an aim or a purpose of life or sociely. There are conditjg|
> ) 3454 |
_ qns where it works admirably , but tlere are also conditions up. |
jor whieh it would seem to be futile. As a method We Bay use it
dc h

where it will work, but wu are not bound to follow it alwys



nlétcly satisfying

. =13
We are under no abligations to submit to the authority of
any

sersons stabements He is where Tolstoi i
= . . alls back into t
into the un
con
-scious obedience to the carly training , and the provineialj
- E lsm

- - ~ 3 -] . o o =
?l hig 1ife. In other words his remedy fro dresent condittions is

I have in mind , I would say that he has seen a great light At
[=] o 3
his eyes have been dazzled by it, and he has Drotected them by

L 1 1 A 3 e - > -+ i 1 5 = - ,' o
the common method of putting on the lens of other people’s ideas

|
1
i
| This scems to me the Tirst fundamental critiecism of Tolstoi.

| The scecond criticism that one fcels the necessity of offering is
| o

|

the natuzal correlary of the Tirst. The Torm of his 1life, his x3x¥%
I ,

11iving among the peasants as he docs is not natural. He may =cat Z

“ the broad thar they cat, and wear the clothes that they wear, and

do the work that they do, but he cannot feel xk us they do nor EX |
|

| can they feel as he does. He cannot think as they do , nor can he

| expect them to think as he does. While his life is humble and

|
[

| be escaped from. There is a lack of svontaneity about it all , xkz

ble to escape feeling. The thing is not entirly

1

ﬁsimple, yet the very artifieiallty of the clothing , ete ,cannot
|

i

| that I am una

f

|
|
i
5
1
\
|

onstantly bowing in submission to an .
|

spontaneous in him, he i e

oxternal authority. Even though that authority be us grecat and

noble a one as Jesus , still the result is cnevitable .

if it is at all unconventional , must be spohtaneous, -
|

Conduet ,

and not studied, it must come from the botton . and not b e worq,

| T do not

as he does Tor the of Tegt of it, but-it just escapes being conmy

because of his obedience to authority thatig not
= 0

A A

mean to say that Tolstoi is a hypocrite or that le lives

1

reactionary in its nature, and not progressive. To state swhat J
g |

‘ |

J

i




