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Mutual Ald. Krosotkin,

" Happily enough:ccmsetiﬁion is not the ruie either in the ani~
mal world or in menkind. It is iimited among animals to except-
ional periods, and natufal geiection finds better fiel&s for its

activity. . Better conditions are created by ithe elimination of

competition by mesns of mutual 2id and mutuel support. In the

great struggie for iife--- for the great st possible fuliness
and intensity of 1ife with the least waste of energy-~--~ natur-
2l selection continually seeks out the way s precisely for avoid-
ing compefition as much as possible. The ants combine in nests
end nations ; they piie up their stores , they rear their cattle
~-~-~ and thus avoid competition; and natural selection piéks
out of the ants family the specias wihich know bestvhow to avoid
competition , with its unavoidable deléterious congeqjuences,
lMiost of our birds siowiy move southwards as the winter comes,
or gather in numberiess socletles and underieke long journesys
---- and thus avoid competition. Many rodenis fail asleep when

~ the time cemes th&t competition shouid set in ; whiie other ro~

dents store food for the winter, and gathner iy lerge viiiages
for the grining of the necess: ry protection when atwork,




Mutual &id Kropotkin,

The reindeer wihen the lichens are dry in the interior of.the
continent, migrate towards the sea. Buffaloes c¢ross an immemaé'
continent in order to find pienty of fooff. And the beavers wien
they grow numerous on & river, divide into two periies, end go,
0id ones down the river, and the young ones up the river,-iR--
and avoid coﬁpetiticn, And when animels can neither fall asleep
, nor migrate , nor iay in stores , nor tiaemseilves grow their
food like the ants, they do_mnat the titmouse does, and what
Wailace has so charmingly described (Darwinism Ch. $ ) - they x
resort to new kinds of food-~-~ and thus , agein , avoid competi-

tion.
® Dont compete-~Competition is elways injurious to the Xx
species, #nd you have plenty of resources Lo gvoid it ,"™ Thet
is the tendency of nature, not aiways reallzed in fulii, but al-
ways presemt. Thaet is the watchword tner comes to us from ihe
bush, the forest tihe river tie oceen/ " Therefore conbiney--
practice mutual aid. That is the surest means for giving to =
each and to 2ll the groentest safety, the best guarentee of ex~
istance and progress, bidily inteliectuai and moral.” That is
what nature teaches us 3 and tnat is whet a,l those &nimals MR
which have attained the highest position in their RXRIXEXR
respective ciesses have deone. That is aiso what man-~- the most
prinitive men ~-- has be n doing; and that is why men has reach-
ed the position upon which we now stand....."

7 4 L ES o P F a0 t - e
conciusion to chapters on mutudl aid among anﬁé§f5?4 v




Mutual Aid, Kropotkin, = e ae
" 2 among savages?
Evidences of social iife among cave dwelliers.

" In the valileys of the tributaries of the Dordogne ., the sur-
face of the rocks is in some places entirely covered with. caves
which were inhabited by palaeoiithic men. Sometimes the cave-
dwellings ere superposed in storeys, and they certainly recall
much more the nesting coionies of swalliows than the dens of car-
nbvores. 4s to the flint impilements impiements discovered in
these caves, to use Lubbock's words, ' one méy say without exag-
eration that they are numberiess'. The same is true of other
pelaeothicic stations. ....: So that men lived in societies ,
and had germs of 2 tribal worship , even at that exiremely rem-
ote epoch, ™ :

rage o0-~1.



Mutual Aid, Kropotkin, 74

" The high standard of tribal morality of the Eskimos has of'ten
been mentioned in generai literature. Nevetheless the Iolliowing
remarks upon the menmers of the /Aleeutes~--nearly akin to the
Eskimos ~-- will better illustrate savage morality as 2 whole.
They were written after ten years stay among tne .,leoutes, Dby -
a most remarkeble man,--- the Russien missionary, Veniaminoff.
I sum them up mostly in his won words,=~--

'Endurebility is their cheif feature. It is simply EaXiss
colossal, Wot only do they bathe every morning in the frozen
sea, and stand nuked on the beach, inhaling the icy wind, but
their endur&bility , efen when at hard work on insufficient
food , suppasses all that cen be imagined. During a protracted
scarcity of food, the ,leeuite cares first for his children; he
gives them 21l he has , and himself fasts, They are not inciine
ed to stealing ; that was remerked by the first russien immi-
grants, Not thet they never steal ; every Aleoute would confess
heving stolen something, but it is alvays a trifle. ; the whole
is so chiidish., The attachment of the parents to thelr chiidren
is so touching, though it is never expressed in words or DeLed
tings. The Aleoute is with Aifficility moved to meke 2 promise.

but once he has mede it he wiil xeep it whatever may happen.

(in .;leoute mede Veniamoff & gift of dxyxRixk dried fish, but

it was Torgotten on the beach in tne hurry of departure, ke

took it home. The next occsion to send it to the missionary =
was in jenuary ; and in November and December there was a great
scarcity of food in the Aleoute encampment? but the fish was =
never touched by the starving people, and in January it was %
sent to its destination. ) Their code of moraliity is both varied
and severe, 1t is considered shemeful to Dbe afreid of unavoida-
bie death., ; to ask pardon irom &and enemy; to dle without having
killed an enemy; to be convicted of stdaling ; to capsilze a
hoat in the harbor ; to be afraid of going to sea in siormy X=
weather ; to be the first in a party on & long journey ple) b?e—
come an invaliid in case of scarcity of food ; to show greedi=
ness waen spoil is divided, in which ease everyone gives his
own pari to the greedy man to sheme him; to divulige a public

secret to his wife ; being two persons on & hunting expidition
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not to orffer the he t game to the partner ; vo boast of his won
dgegs » especlally of invented ones. ; %o scold enyone in scorm .
+1so to beg; to pet his woi'e in otaer peonles’ peesense, and to-
dance with her; to bargain personally ; selling must aiways e
@ade through & third person who seities the price:. For & woman
it 1s 2 shame not to know sewing, dencing and 2il kinds of wome
en's work ; to pet her husband or children or even to speak %o
her husband in the presense of a siranger. " i

such is the /leoute morality which might ais¢ be further
illustrated Dby their tales and Legends.
Page 99 and 10G.

whenb
4 jet me also add‘unat/Venimmenoff wrote (1l640) oniy one
murder had been committed since the last century in a populat-
tion of 60,000, mndd that among 1200 Aleouts not one single =zm
common law offence had been known in 40 years.
Fage 10G.

® The customary iaw wihich stiil makes the law of the dai~
i1y iife for two thirds of menkind, was eiaborated under tnat
organigation ( i.e. the c.en organigation with its communistic
1ife,) a@s weil as a system of habits intended to prevent the op-
pression of the messes by the minorities- whose powers grew in
proportion to tae growing Taciilities mxxpxikwxxmxwraxikkx for
private accumulation of wealth, This was a new form taken by tie
tendencies of the masses for m@itual support. .nd the progress,
iakritegRuRXx~~-~ economical, intellectu2l and moral--~ which m
mankind 2ccomplished under the new popuiér form of orgsnizetion
, was so great that the States, when they were calied later on
into evistance, simply took rosséssion in the interests c? the
minorities , of @ll the judicial, , economical, and administre-
tive functignswhich the village community had exercised in the
interests of ail. °

Page 15L~2. Concliusion of chapters on Mutual

Ald maong savages and Barbaraians.
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The point of the chapters on Mutuai sid anong savages and
Barbariens is that man is in the eariiest traces of hisioric in-
formation a social creasure. The basis out of which humen socie-
ty has evolved is not the isolated individuai struggiing for ex-
istance agaist all the rest of his kind, but on the contrary,
the social group, the cian B&d& with a2 communisim is the pri i--
tive social orfer. Menkind has risen in the scale ol evoiution
not through mutual struggie but mutua. aid, by band ng together
into an offensive and defensive alliance, for protection , Tor
food and for social life,

B.G. 0,

Upening of Chap V is as roliows.

T Sociability and need of mutual aid and support are »
such inherent parts of human nature that 2t no time of history
can we #im@ discover men living in small isolated famelies , R
fighting each other for the means of subsisitance . On the con-
trary , modern research , as we s-w in the two precerding chop=-
ters , proves that since the very beginning of their pre~histo -
ric 1ife men used to agglomerate into gentes, ciéns , tribes,
maintained by the idea of 2 co mon descent, or by worship of =
common ancestors., For thousands and thousands of years this or-
ganization has kept men together , even though there was no au-
thority whatever to oppose it." DPage 153.

From these communistic groups the organization of function
graduelly took piace until tae arbitrator of dispuies develioped
Into the judiciary, znd the temporary ieader developed into the
king, nd the protectors of ithe community , whom the remainder
fed while the developing warrier cia@ss stood guard became the
privileged members of ihe new sociél order, and tae feeders o f
the warriers found them seives serfs. Tpis privileged ciass %R
thus arising teppropriated to thier ownﬂpﬁrﬁose§ ali the rigats
former.y vested in the community, taxes, morimain, duties on 1in-
heritances and marriages , Eui up to the estabiishment of feu-
daiism they hed maintained the two fundementai righis of tneir
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commnity iif'e, the common posséssion of land and self jurisdiec-
tion. ™ C.D

" In olden fimes,kkmxkim when the king sent his vogi to a
viliage , the peasanis receilved him with flowers in one hand
end srms in the other, and asked him which lew he intended to
apply ; the one he krmxgixwkkkxkim found in the village or the
one he brought with him. In the first case tney handed him the
flowers and accepted him, and in the second uhey fougnt him.
Now they accepted the king's or iord's official whom they cou.id
not refuse. " ;

page 164.

The expienation oif the deve. pemnt of the free liediaeval
cities is tnat they are the n tura. growth from the viliage com-
munity, modified by ihe new conditions. HCD.

'® infact , the inteilectuasl movement which has been describ-
ed as the twelth century Renaissance and tine twelth century ra-
tion2iism~~~- the vrecurser of tihe Beforma~-~date {rom that Bx
period , when most cities were @&till simple agglomerations
of small viiisge communities enclosed by wallis,"

Page 169.



A riaae o R

Mutual Ald--~Rropotkin, ff
In the médiseval city , tne Mayor and coucil received imported
goods and distributed them at cost to @ll the citizens, The
mefcnants and siiiors were compeiied to swepe as to the cost of
whatever goods they received, aiso as to the expense of trang-
proting them. Upon the basis of tals information the Mayor and
coucil determined tine price for distribution., Thére are docume-
ntary evidences of tihis in some places(SEE Cross on The lier~
chant Guiid, Oxfoed , 1890.)

wee pages 18d=5 :

" In short , the more we begin to know the mediseval Swkxdx
city the more we see that it was not simply & political organiz-
ation for the protection of certain political liberiies., . 1t was
an attempt 2t orgeinizing , on a much grander scalie than in the
viliage community , aclose union for mutua. ald and support, fo r
consumption and produciion, , &nd for socizl life together , with
out imposing upon men the Tetters of the state , but giving full
liberty of expression to the creative EXXERXXXERXmLXBRRER genius
of each separate group of individuais in art,crefts, science,
commerce and political orgenigzation, " ‘age 0&6.

v

"Nore than that ; not only were ma%% aspirations of our no-
dern radicals already realized 1n the middle &ges , but much o
what is now described &s Utopian was accepted then as & metter
of fact, Ve are laughed at when we say tnat work must be pleas~
ant ,but-~"everyone must be pieased with his work' a mdelseval
Kuttenburg Ordinance says ' &nd no one shall why doing nothing ,
appropriate forhnimself , vhat otheres have produced by appiicat-
ion &nd work, because laws must be & shield for application and
work, ' " Page 195,

&Eight,hours per&ay and waturday afternoon off was the
general provision. w»eldoh were the holrs longer, and more often

shorter, caturday afternoon was recognized as bathing time for
the community _

But tine deveiopement of these free communities into an
orgainzed state where the personal touch was elininated, and
system took the place of men, and authority of -wtate and Cauw ch
became paramount, cost the Médiaeval City its freedom. '

* The o0ld spirit had gone. By too much trusting to governm
meni they had ceg@geu to trust themseives; they were unable to




Mutual Aic LKropotkin,
open new issues, The state had oniy to step in and crush
down their iast liberiies.”
Tage 222.

Chepter vii, Mutual Aid amond ourseives. :
® owever before submitting for three centuries to come, to the
all absorbing authority of the State , the masses of the people
made a formidable attempt at reconstiructing society on the basis
of mutual aid end support. 1t is welil kKnown by this time that the
great movement of the reform (Reformetion) was noi a mere revolt
against the ebuses of the funrrek.Catholic Church, It had iis =
constructive ideal as well, 2nd that ideal was 1ife in free ,
brotheriy communities. Those of the early writings , 2nd sermons
of the period which found most re ponse Irom the masses were
iwkerEd imbued with ideas of the economical and soclilal brotners
hood og mankind, The ' Tweive ariticies' and similar professions
of faith, which were circuiated among the Swiss peasants snd &Ar-
tisans , maintained not oniy every ones right to interpret the
Bible according to his own understanding, but also inciuded,
the demand of communal iands being restored to the viiiage com-
munities and feudal servitudes heing apbolished, and they always
alluded to the'true'faith , & fiibh of brotherhood."

Page 225.

But as the State absorbed all the functions of the iree
citizen, the natural developement was towards a nar.ow minded ine
dividuc.ism. "In proporiion as the obligations towards the otatle
grew in numbers the cibizens were evidently reiieved from their
obligations towards each otlher. n yxx¥agexfL%. In the Guiid, @nd @
in mdeiaeval times every men be.onged Lo some guiid or fraternity
two " Brothers " were bound to watch in tuen 2 brother who had
falien i1l; 1t would be surficient now(that the stete had assum-
ed the functions of common feliowships to give one's neignbor the
address of the next pauper's hospital.” Page 227.
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Conciusion,
in the inimal world we Lheve seen that the the vast majori--

ty of the specias iéve in societies, and tnet they find in as-

sociation the best arms for the struggie for iife : understood
, of course, in its Darwinian sense, but as a siruggie ageinst

all naturai conditions unfavorablie to the species, The animal
specias in whiéch the individuel struggie has been reduced to its
narrowest iirits , dnd the praciise of mutual aid has attained
the greatest developement, are invarieble the most numerous,
the moat proswerous, and tihe most open to further progre&s.
veses.-+ The unsociable species are doomed to uecay. ‘
" Going over to men we found him ilving in clians Hnd tri-
bes &t the very dawn of the stome agej we saw & wide RZKEE ser-
ies of socia. institutions develioped in tne lower buv*ge stage.
veee. Out of the savage tribe grew up the barbarian village ®m
communfty. " Vage 294.

"1y is evident that no review of evolution can
be compliete , uniess these two dominant currents are analyzed,
However the seirf assertion of the individual or of groups of
individuais , their struggles for superiority, and the confiicts
‘which resuited _therefrom , have airesdy be,n anclyzed, descr%bed
and glorified from time immemorial. n’ facét up to fRe’ present X
time, this current 2lone hes received dtiention from Line epicad
poet, tne annalist, the historian, and the sociologist .....

It was therefore necessary to show, first of all, the immense.
pert which this factor pisys in une GVOLULLOH of both the animal
world and human socieites. Only after to nes been done will it

be possible to proceed o & comaprison benween the twofactors.,”
Fagez96.




Mutual 41d Kropotkin, - - 141
" As to the sudden industrial progress which has been made dur-
ing our own century, @nd which is usualily ascribef to the triumph
of individualism and competition, it certainiy hes a much dec pe I
Brizin thee EBAt. . v

To attribute , therefore , the industrial progress of our cen-
ury to tie war of escg against ail which it has proc¢d1ued 3 g
to reason like tne MERRZxXH men who , knowing not the causes of
rain, attributes it to the viectim he has immoiated before his
clay idol. For industrieli progress , as for each other con.uest
over nature, mutua. aid and close intercourse AREXEX certeinly
are , as uney have been, much more advantageous then mutual =Le
stpuggle. . ® Page 208.

* However , it is especielly in the domain of ethics that the
dominating imporiance of mutual 2id prineciple appears in full.
That mutual 8id is the recar foundation of our ethical zxmEEEEXo
conceptiions seems evidenit enough. "

Kach : :

® Each time that an attemnt was made to return to this old j
principle( of Mutual aid) , its fundamental “idea itselfl was
widened, From the cian it was extendei %o the stem, to tne feier
etion of stemé, to the nation, and finaliy~~= in ideal , 8t least
~-~~ to the whole of menkind, It was also refined &t the same time
In primitive Christianity, in primitive Buddhism, in the writings
of° some of the Musselmen ieachers, in the eariy movements of th
Reform, and espcecially in the ethical and philosophical movems
ments of the last century and of our own times, the total aban-
donment of the idea of revenge, or of"due reward" --- of good
for good &nd evil for evil-~- is affirmed more and more viger~
ously. The higher conception of ® no revenge for wrongd"” and of
freely giving more tiaan one Bxpecis to recéive from hIs neighbors
ig proclained as being the real kaxxx principle of moraiity-~ -
& principle superior to mere e uivalents , equity or justice, and
more conducive to haoppiness......... In its wider extension
even &t the present Lii e, we aiso see the best guarentee of iﬂe
still loftier evolution of our race.®

Page §00.






