Statement of Conditions

Round Teble Conference, No. 1.
nCentralization of Demominational Gogernment-- Do Ve Need

r Less "
- {Legé.ar, Earl C. Davis)

The problem with which we are concermed in this Round

Table Conference is one of administrative organization

‘ under a pure congregational polity. To be sure,these three
‘hours taéethsr are but a moment of pause in the long process
of which we have become a part , and with which we are con-
gtantly oceupied. The value of our 'a.iacussian will be influ-
enced by the extent to which we realize that the nature of
the whole process may be implicit in the mm#’g Gremh care
and acumen are demanded. The surface ﬁ%"{@f‘g s ai A

our entire social environment indicate a strong trené, aws& :
from the principles underlying the Gcnsmgatiamlgﬁgm

e demosratic seoiety. Dictatorships and force,in industry,
statg,and Ghurch gre manifest facts in regioms mmtn m&
threstening possibilities, if not ineipkmnt reslities in m
own social order. ‘erchance our greatest contribution to the
era into whiech we are moving may be made by ;i’iauuim ;
and fidelity with whieh we adhere to these prineiples in
our co-operative efforts.

We are not here concermed with the content of bﬁlﬁ! _
commonly aceepted in an earlier day,nor with curreant w.u:g
comaonly held , nor with varlamts in bellef that appear m
time to time. we are dealing with the yrtmiphn involved
in the cangresatioml method oi‘ Freedom and Fellowship
as awliea :m the volmtm organization of individuals into
body ealled m Chureh, and, secondly , the mrtmx organi-
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ation of such rrée churches into assoelations for mutual ald
and the futherance of & commnon purpose.

i How deep into the 801l of history we may trace the
roots of the grinniyxea is a very interesting guestion. 4t
least one may say that, if there is any meaning %0 the histor-
ie process of the Western World, the emergence of these prin-
eiples within the revolutionary period of the past four hun~
dred years is the most important development of the era. Cer-
tainly this statement holds true with the field of religious
thought and practise. The process has been diffioult, the obe
gtacles have been moét overwhelming, the way has been involved
and tangled. Yet the movement towards a clearer understanding
. of these prineiples and deeper insight into their implieationa
has been steady and pcrniatsnt. :

As we re trace the trall over which our forebares

have traveled from the medieval world of Authority, Revelation;

and Obedience %o the modern world of Freedom, Discovery, and
Assent, we begia tghgggeggtggiyégg gﬁafﬁ%gggiyﬁﬁﬁvgbiizgafif
volved in the process, and hov pervasive have been thely in-
fluence. They are the ecounterpart in the field of religion of
what has come %o be called the mehtod of seience. However
threatening may be the surface currents of reaction and op=-
position to these prineiples to-day in every aspect of soclety,
the fact remains that they commend themselves as the basie

| prineiples iﬁ terms of whigh the constructive forces of the

- future will operate. What Prof. Bury says says concerning the
yrin#iyls of Preedom of Though$ applies with egual gogeney

to these allxed.yif not identical prineiples. " That cone-
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elusion," 9that coercolon of opinion is a aistake) ,8x "so far
a8 I ean judge®, says rrof. Bury, " ie the most important ever

reached by man.”

A8 we disouss these prastienl problems we may besr
in mind that we are dealing with a very profound prineiple.
e ought not to enter upon a digcussion of these matters withe
out recalling one or two of the conerete evente where these
prineiples were invelved. vhen the Separatists organized
themmelves into the into a chureh at Serooby, and met in the
house of Willlam Brewster about 1606, we have one of the
important ineidents of our bacBeround . Ve cannob overlook
the faot and the implications thereoff which Bradford's
regords coneerning the Chureh at Sslem.

" Mr. Higginson , with three or four of the gravest
mehu f,‘ 3 * hands on Wr. Skelton,
using prayer therewith. This being dome there was imposition
of hands on ifr. Higginson aleo.” How simple | idow revole

ublonaxy ! ynat centuries of conviction and tvadition tals
act swept into the aiaear&fﬁ é

ve must notﬁsofgnt Thnagé Hba&ar’av'yﬁaawat&asnﬁanaa;~'*Tha
Church,as %atum essentiale, 18 aud mey be before offigers.”
Then we move on thrwﬁgh confliot and eontroversy to the
founding of the Drattle Streset Chureh in 1699, and the
eholee of John Leverett as Predident of liarvard College

in 1705 . In 1788 Jame® ireeman wae ordalnmed .ulnleter over
King's Chapel by the Senlor Varden, reyrasgnxing the congre=-
gation. Uhe inauaqratian of Henry vare as Hollig Professor
of Divinity at darvexrd College i# 1805 was another milestone
that marked the lnoress in influence of what was coulng to
be oslled the Liberal farty of the Congregatiomal Order.
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This last ineident introduces inte the very midst of the
controversy that proved to be more devisive than the then
Congregational vJrdes of New England could stand. The result
‘was the bresk in the order into the ethodox branchw which

moved into the mew century with a decided limited conception.
of the fxmmiw principle of freedom , and the liberal Btanah
which insisted on the congregational prineiple, +Frofound as
were the Zifferences of opinion, the essential issue was that
of polity. At this point I quote two passages from Channing
a8 expressing not only his attitude, but the attitude of his
party, and the attitude that gave rise %o the organization
vhose nature and character concerns us here to-day. 1n 1820
concerning Congregationalism he sald : " Our Fathers main-
teined the independemce of Christian @hurches. This was their
fundamental prineiple . They taught that every church or con-
gregation of Christians is an independent community,- that
it is competent to its own government, has the sole power of
mansging its own concerns, electing its own ministers, and
deeciding its own eontroversies, and that it is not subject
to any other churches, or to blshops, or syneds, or assem-
blies, or to any other Tforeign ecelesiastical tridunal what-
ever. This great prineiple seemed to our fathQEa not only true
but infinitely important......”

" Congregationallsm is the only effectimk protection
of the Chureh from usurpation , the only effectual seourity
of Christian freedom,-of the right of private judgement. 48
such let us hold .1t dear. let us esteem it an invaluable
legaoy. Let us reslst every effortto subject our churches
to tribunals subwersive of their independence. Let the volce






