The next Etep-for Our Unitarian Churckes.
This portion of fthe Cdnference program arose out'of the |

eonsiderstions of g Committee on Publieity , so-called, %o

i
= which Mr. Savaze and I were appointed amone otkrs . AS we worked
over thé problem, two or three ideas came to the surfaée as of
y primary importance.In such unstable times as the present,'we ,
fedt that we ought to consider, in. the light of our paét,:and‘in
: Yiew of current trends, what our‘asséts are and what our main
purpose ought to be., Then we feel that we ought %o consider'kyh
: éﬁzx methods we may make use of in attemptine to afitdn our pur-
poses, : . . :
My shére in this'proaram, gquite accidentélly, is fo state
x what»our‘ﬁain assets aré, and what our main purpose ought to he.r
I am not forgettin&bour seeoﬁdary assets in the form of organiza-

tions, churches, -funds,fakizwzr adherents, and momentum;‘but iL

A
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L. o : :
by primary assets I mean those fundamental princlples? those

LS

intellectual methods, those high purposes which have created our

secondary aqsets, and , may I add, will continue to be as they
assurance
have been in the past the mEzzmre of our -success as we press on

in our wwrk.

|
%
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It is quite the fashion at the moment to poke fun at relicion;

to belittle the Chureches and their influence. ; and espeeially to
speak of the Puritan and of Puritan New England with a sneer, I

regret to mmy record that many

‘joy , and frequently abuse the freedom wbn for them by sturdy
ancestors, join in thsﬁchorus of ridicule. Let them hang their
heads in shame as they thus betray not alone their shallowness
but their ignorancé.

For the moment let us remind ourselves of ome or two
facts and factors in that baek zround out of which we have come.
The miération of Xm both the Pligrim and the Puritan to the
shores of this New Worla,Wgs not merely a cehange in thsical
environment, but)quite as muc%;was it the registration of a

chnage in soeial , political, intellectual, and spiritual out-
look. Im that change, certainly one of the most momentous
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in a8 thousand years, we find the leadership in the hands of

men of intelleetual acumen 6K and moral courage‘-‘men of fibre
and virility. Tet it be recalled that , while our political
independ;nde from the o0ld world reggme was delayéd until 1576,
the ?ilgrimq ofiflymouthv'severe& Bheir eonnection with the
"Historie Episeopate” in 1606 at Scrooby, and the Puritans dl?m&uu&
on that July day Fe=&8 when three or four laymen laid thelr
hands upon Francis Higginson and Samual Skelton ', and ordained
‘“them preécher and teachei respectively of the Congregationally
ordered Church at Salem they were breskinz with a Christian
ﬁraeﬁise‘and tyrdition that had held sway in our western world
for at least 1400 years. The Congregational Qrdermxx was

then and there started on its career. It wgs an evet of the

first magnitude.
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But omn that very daﬁAthare wa® born in Salemﬂhthé two
parties , later to be known as.othodox andx liberal, around

‘whose conflicts the history of religion in New England has been

wriften xxhquﬁqp;.t
6%1%&
The eonqerVat1V§1par y relied primarily upon the secondaxny

assets of society, the 1nstitutions, the traditions, the con-

x even to our own day «

ventions, the created and passing produets of the spirit. They"
did mot wish to break with the Historic Episcopaté, but wanted .
o b o 4 ol

to reform it , and remain within its pale, B4R M SOty
But also on that day in Salem there were menof the quality

d#nd spirit that would have responded tomthe Challenge that Emer—l

sOn)twp nundred years late§ was to hurl at the ministers 0

assembled'under the roof bf the Harvard Divinity School ,* Cast

e

behind you all conformltv, and acquaint men at first hand with

b Y e S SR ot e i
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with Deity. In so far as we have that quality and capacity to~day

we may trace our Unitarian MmyeMErEx primary assets back to the
day when the Salem}Church cut looée>frbm "Phe Historic Bpiscop
Pate” , cast behind;x;,ll confirmity to deal at first hand with
reality. |

We must not forget that first centurymof struggle when

}tﬁjwwﬁ%{ § 7, ¥y )
ratvives tried to get a stangle hold on the liberties

the ¢
of the churches and their ministers. Nor must we forzet that
staunch leader~of‘the Liberals of the Iﬁéﬁ‘centurypﬁohn Wise of
Ipswich, who with his parishoners offered the first resiétance
to Gov. Androg tax collecting efforts. Hig ?1ndlcat10n of the

1710, sy
Government of New England Churcheslls as racy reading as one can

ask for, and in 1772 was republlshed by the Refolutionary pary
and used EX® as a propaganda psmphlet for the Recolution. Read

it. It breathes the very spirit o%%what ne ‘calls"the natural
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freedom of humen bexngs BT and this remarkable utterance Aae-the,
ST 1100 A
Q o'V
" Right Reason, that great oracle of human affairs is‘the séul

i

of man so formed &nd endowed. byz ereation, withw a certgin Sagac- :

1tv or acumen ( in many particular examples sharpened by the

constitution of nature, by grace and study) whereby man's

1ntelleet is enabled to take up the true idea or perceptlon

of thlngs ‘agre@able with , and according to their natures.”

".«-‘L

. It would Be well for us tg emember as we look baek upon the

‘ past out of which we have come that there was something sub-
lime and majestie about that sturdy erowd that xxxnsXExmzz
leftm the 0ld world behlnd, cut free from the Historie Eplscopate,
built a new civilization out  of the wilderness ; laid the Ffounda-

tions of a new nation "conceived in liberty énd dedicated to‘the
proposition that all men are created free and equal.”
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.nAt least as we critieize thelr ‘short comlngs, and point out theéir
limitations we must have the grace to recoginze that the very -
liberty that permits us to er1t131ze them is a gift from{their{
labor and fidélity. Just how'far we , with Qﬁr luxery loving’
' 'gsoftness , would be willing to follow such as they were in their
time, is probaﬁly the final answer to the quéstion thﬁt_islin
our minds tg-day; | :

But out of those two centuries of pioneering haﬁﬁship'
there emergedxngfdomindted by a growing passion for freéoﬁ,
'and s 88 witneésed by the schools and éokleges eétablihhéd
a grow1ng faith in education and enllghtemment~*tw0 1mpartant

Tha g incinn Ko iat
facts,~ one the: new government and the otlther the auwg'w-‘.

a religleus fellowship based on freedom. The grow1ng strength
of the Liberal Party in 18th century, culminating in the split x



in ﬁnngxxgxix:nakxxmx the Congregational Order in therm early

years of the 19th Century , brings us i!—almosiﬁour immediate
background. It is fair to say, I think, that the history of
the 19th century in America canno’b bé written with out in
cluding'the intellectual and épiritual contyribution of thé
Uhitérian fellowship. XExwazxh Its followers were largely the
trail blazers of the Century. | |
In view of that fact i Want to stop for a moment to
.recall Just what were regarded as the primary assetsy as
vieyed by the leaders of this liberal paPpty ta be known as.

Unitgrian. Ghannlng said "There are times when the assertlon

of great prlnclples is the besx serv1ce a man can render socletyq

As he piépared the 1ndtroductory remarks for his gubllshed

works he epmhedised the point that his writings would be

marked by two main characteristics : first by the high esti-
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mate which they express for human nature, its acheivments, its

capacities and its possibilities. The human soulv"is an immorﬁal:

germ', whieh may be ssaid to conbain now within itself what endless

age® are to unfold. "  Second and an‘outgrOWth of the,firstv

nI proceed to another sehtient , which is expressed so habitually
in these writines as to eonstitute onjof their characteristics,

and whieh iﬁ/intimately connected with the preceeding topie.
It is reverence for liberfy, for humen rights--- a sentiment

@hieh“has grown with my growth, whieh is striking deeper root in

my age, which seems to me & cheif element of true love for man-

kind, and which alone fits a man for intercourse with his fellow- ,

creatures, I have lost no occasion for eypressing my deep até-

e

tachment to lbberty in all its formsj;eivil,political, religious,

to libérty of¥x thought , speech , and thep press, and of giving




ms_ of oppression,”

utterance§t91 . : i
: Norewas this just a phrase with him. It was the working ¥.

principle of his publie and‘private life. Whatever he believed

in matters of religion be believed after he hdd subgected them

to every test of 1nvest1gatlon and reason. " To gain truth ,{‘““13

which is the great object of the understandlng, I must seek it

disinterestedly. Eere is the first and grand condition of intel-
b o SR e

o —
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lectual progress. I must choose to receive the truth, no matter
s N B e s S

<

- how it bears on myself. I must follow it, no matter where it

leads, what interests it opposes, fo what persecution of loéé

it lays me open, from what party it severs me or xxmm what m
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party it allies.” UL = o J-cel- ‘L"“ﬁ;“”’ Jﬁﬁ.
BEGLT Ta a2 £ m@wewj ek plon
¥hile the Uﬁltarl&Q: of the I?th Century were not all
'Channings, nor did they all embody his prineiples to the full-

ness of their possibilities, yet ther were some great ;aymen'
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and some strong ministers. They left their imprint on the age in

whieh they lived. They were men of inteerity, intellectual power,
strone characterm , men of coumage and high purpose.

They faced the crices.oflﬁﬁxn their time with buoyant faith,
and hard labor. They maintained their faith in the principlé of

Freedom ana turnéd not back té the“ﬁlstoric Eplscopate" . There

- s
e s TERRNRA

was the slawery is : there was the adjustment to the discover-
M"—ﬁnmt AP M:‘:\% AR ol l vt orte S

ies of seience, the doetrime of evolutio%f On: the whole” they came

through the ordeal of the 19th century ¥ with honor , and passed

on to us uhe lighted toreh of religious freeéom,—the falth that

A A

,gifgip the human soul are the p0351b111tles that the ages are t0
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unfold.
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The gcame 1914 and what has followed since the tom-toms began
to beat. Volumes have been wfitten to explgin, deseribe , and
inferpret. There is no point in rehegrsing the tale,kexcept per-
haps to note that we have been on an international debauch, and
that we wake up only to find that we have dissipated much of :
our weaith, 3 We have dbne many foolish thingsvthat‘we rabher
i ferset, but cannot and we have done some things that we do mnot
mention in public. We followed the old pabtemhs that men have
always followed when the tom-toms beat., The pesults also Have
followed old patterns. We use the words, "humsnity up-rootedn;
v“bieakdown of sfandards?; the crumbling of frail human qatu;e
& under\Stress of:emotion"; the new'age;‘new moral experiments"
'gnd hundreds of others ., As & whole wé rather losﬁ our mnerve
and Whilé.we are not yet over the jittefs,ﬁWe are ,. 1 b&ieve,



i
beginning to see that we have beem on a drunk,;and must péy the
ﬁrice of our folly. That is hopeful.

One other'thing is hopeful. Amid all the social and polit-iéﬁ
ical shiftlnzs from risht to left ; and left to risht and back ;
agaln, we must not overlook the faet that the little old method
of 1nvesti£at10n and diseoveryxhuz, the mthhod ofn the scientist,
the method of freedom of hhouﬂht , The method which we have been

j‘ gy ‘E:lﬂi AN Pt
trying to apply te the problems of rell£103§ha8 been slowly , but
irr881tably findine its wg way into the very fore-front of all
 the great poiitieal, industrial, énd,éocial problem33 with which
we are faced. The great two volume survey under President HooverS8s

administration, Social Tremnds is witness to what I have said. The

so-called Brain Trust of the present administration is but & con-
_tinuation of that very ides., That is the one comstructive idea
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 that has found and will continue more and more to find its wayv
into thé politieal and social thought and practise. There may be
apasams for and of diectators little and big, right, 1eft~, or in
 the middle, but the method of freedom, investigation,and discov-
ery is to have its day.

4 5o, too, in the field of religidn. There will be
hoard;%for various and sundry reasons, mostly because of the
jltters,aube will turn their faye back'towards the historiec
episcopate ; there Wiil-be , as there have been , plenty of
wild and untutored mymkimsx persons who will follow strange and
new religiouq leaders, Amee Simple Macpherson; The Buchmanites,w
Aor whatever they are called are current 1llustrations.

But the fact remains that however hungry people may'

be for sﬁirithal satisfaction we must conclude that all the
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literature as well as the -practical boyecott of imstitutional

: religion,by héards of people indicate that the old pastures are
no longernacceptaﬁle feeding grounds. VanWyke Brooks says that
on/day while returning from Church witﬁ nis father after having
'listened to a powerfui Calvinistie sermon by Dr. Hokkins, a boy
named Channing suddenly began bo whistle. That Whlstle spelled
the end of Calvinism , Says Brooks, if people had only known it.
Thumbs down said the youthfulvchanning. Thumbs down, we are
quing ingout time, upon the whole of system of Revelation-
Authority- and obedience. That has had its éay. ikxhninngxﬂxtﬂx

; xxnxﬂixinzxxx3hxxn£xktnxxxanﬁx§x Freedom, fellow-ship and integn
_rity, that systhem and method, in the world of religion is to ’

" have its day. It has been a faithful and reliable guide iﬁ
our journey frm the strons walled city of the middle ages.
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Thet method of freedom and fellowship , and integrity now faces ‘
the test as to whether we can all our kind the world over can

deveiop a constructive religious life in the soil of the modern
world. ‘

The task is not® easy. There are hazards, pifalls and |
 dangers. Bub the age seems to say to our time,- Cast behind you
all confarmity, and acquaint men at firét hand withvdeity.

Bat here 1s the story. Wheve does it land mus 2.1 sald
a while ago that the sceientist, as he sits in his labratory, takes
it for granted that the world he is studying behaves acecording tp
 some process that he can discover, and that he himself has some
ability to make that discovery, to learn 'what is Zoing on about him.
Everything thatk he does seems o tell him that he is right.

His reults and lebors cpnfirm

&
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»vsultq conflrm the wisdom of thit attltude. The returns are not ,
all in., We have ‘learned something by our method of dlscovery,
enough to indieate tnat that is the.kind of g world that we liv e
in, and that we are made fo discover its secrets. We are on the
righ% road., "Ask and ye shall reeeive 3 seek,and~ye shall find ; .
vxnoek and it shall be opened unto you," So the great quést isﬁ
enL Prove all things, Holdx fast to that Whleh is proved.,

But here is the rub., - Some thinaq seem to me proved, to
be true‘; others seen porbable ; and-still others just possihil-
itieg. Just how far each one of us , or anheration » May go 'in
aecépting some thingsjas proved' gind other things as poqsibili*
ties depends on gggixﬁf factors. But from the pOInt of view of

rellglon it 1s right ‘here in Bhis process of discovery that we

ecome upon the quest for God, and the: story oft the evolutlon of |

belie'fs about God., Always they are. our attemps t0 answer the ’
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qﬂestion that comes pounding in upon ourihnquiring minds from
all parts of time and, space. zhe unlverse smems t0 be saylng »

to us all the tlme, "Pell me, O mgn, have you discovered complete— -

1y ny secre% 3 Do you know»my inmost eharacter 3§ Do you know how

I behave and'hby ? Do you find the reason for my’being and yours % .

Do you deteet the presenqe of purpose in me % Can you tell me,

=

0 Man, w yﬁ{that strange feeline of awe and reverence steals over

when you look forth from quiet corner upon the night of eireleing

planets singimg on their way ? Can you tell me ﬁhy the shivers

run through your nervous system, and you life your‘voicé to

‘cheer as one mx¥ man lays down his life for another ? "

When hhé\world has asked me these questions I am not
disturbed if I meet someone who is too cautious to carry his

certalnties as Tar as. I do, or who questions the xﬁgﬁxhﬁi&:gg
that
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possible amswers that I think mgy be forthcoming from our great
adventure of living, Nor am I dis turbed if I cannot %o as far
as my neighbor. Qur dlfferences are not the occasion for a
quarrel the breaking of fellowshlp, but the oceasion for a =
4eloser and more painstaeking quest tozether, I stake my 1ffe
on these two things, that we live in a wo?ld §f integrity, that
there is an answer to the questions that fhe worlé asks us, and
that we ask of the world ; and second that in freedom and fellbw-
ship we make oﬁi Wayjﬁn the great adventure, They arg the root
and foundation of all faithx snd living. :

But all that is too vague,you say. It is not con;rete
a definite enough for this age. What are you 201nz to do about

those concrete things that you eall seconﬂary assets : the
conerete beliefs, .the traditions, the customs, the individual
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churches, the assoeiations , the funds % Iy answer is that they
are just the concrete and definite finite realities in whieh this

faith, attitude,and method that I have spoken of above must work,
and must express itself., I these days of up-rooted persons, and
Ehxakisnxing uprooted institutions, Ixkmowxmaxgxezisx J¢f casuslness
’and looseness of conduect, of uncertainty , I know of no greater
assef than the presense of a person who takes life on= a high &
plane, who, even though he may never make.puhlic declargtion,
displays by his life that he Imxzemrmiiyxamdiwzkedt has secretly
Qiedged his life to thex highest gZoal of love and honor and truth.
one who moves among his fellows , neither slave nor déhineering '
mester ; whose word is as good as his bond, énd whose bond is
baekéd by ieal éssets. How we look for such in troubled times %

- How inquiring youth seeks among us in search of just those
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- qualities,- self-respect, respect for another, and integrify.

When sﬁch people join themselves together im Churches
there the spirit of the livineg God broods ;bhere man meets man
at his best ; there is -life andbinspirationé ;‘thé is vitality,
purpose, Fortunate is the community that‘nugtures within its
confines just such. s, fellowship, that may and does hold highrthe\
Standard of freedom, fellowhip, and intesrity Fortunate the
nation that hasmx has such groups seattered Tthroush ikxdme
its extent, Fortumte the yough that grows uﬁin such & midét.
That we may have in our midst such persomns, that 'we may magintain
that high standafd in our churches and sociefies,.and carry its
spirit throush the life and aetivities of our organizatious,

into the pulsating restless life of to-day, and the into the

to-morrow and the day after to-morrow , that is our reasaable



| -25- :
service., TFidelity to those hiech standards in the concrete

reglities of living is & reasona@le attempt on our part to

pay a small portion of the debt which we owe to the past, and

‘the obligation that we owe t0 the future. \

Thus far this prinéiple has brought us out of the
strange and tumultuous past, cereating, mé@éfyng,Aand dhs -
carding, leaving behind those thines that are transitory, and
holding to the elements that are permanent. To its faithful
opefation in our hands let us eommend ourselves. The task is
not egsy; the @aﬁgers of liberty are not torbe overlooked.
The current tendency towards dictatorship and authority both
in government and religion are in partua reaction aszainst the

abuses of freedom, It has been so easy to take all the immed-
iate advantages that freedom offers, and foreet all the ohli;@-
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tions that are involved, It is not an inrrespon51ble freedom frcm

‘gjéuthcrity to’whioh we are called; far fraiit It is a'f?eedom
for truth, for investigation , for discovery, and sbove all for
unfalllng inteerity. : ‘ »

one of the astonlshing faets concarnlng the events of the
past few years has been the lack of knowlgdge, the lack of wisdom ;
the lack of ins1ght dlsplayed by men in high places, as well as ‘
 men in ordinayry pursuits. How dismayed we have been to discover
men in positioms of trust acting with a dupiicity and éllack of
‘intégrity that has‘amounted to moral turpitude. Abigail Adams :
qharged,her husband; John Adems as he was carryinguthe heévy bur-
den of the Revolutionary days ,- "Take as good eare of yourself

ags is consistant with your publie duties.” That was true freedom.

Its & wise and disinterested, responsible feedom that the age



" demands of men .. Thls is not a hundred yard dash that we are

faclng in our present day, speedy though we may thlnk ourselves.
Its a long Journey, a century long . Wisdom s knqwledge ana

!

ipatience° : ' : : e |
But me mqfe Quality, Oh, above 411 else % Iﬁ&egirty, «

Channing couldwr whistle at Samuel EOkkﬂHs.'doctrineg’ She furn_, ;5

thumbs down on.&:CalVin{sm, but out of the gbsolute hinesty, ;5

courage, and integrity that he decedted in the person of Hopkins

he reconstrueted bhe thought of an age,‘and brought forhh primei->

ples that are timeless. | Lo o

. This then as I see it, is the next step for our Unltarian

Churehes. As the puritans at Salem left bedind them the Historie

' Episcopate, and_trusted to the new Order,,s»Ghanning and his day
»lefg behind them Calvinism, and followed truth in the, fellowship
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of f reedom, so may we leave behind the last vistage of that
systemy revelation, guthority, and obedience, and trust the lisht

rof the torch mmmimfxmmx held out for us %o grasp and carry forward*
as individuals

Investigation, discovery, and intesriy. Would that we/might become
/so asturated with the spirit of discovery, investigation aidd
inteerity, that every last one of our Churches , our institutions
our organizations might glow wihh the ligh¥ and powereE that shall
discover the snswers that a disillusioned age is asking. That is
not alone our next shep , It is our lomg jourmey.

2 1 woﬁlaa:rather work in stubbon roék

211 the myears of my life;

And meke one strong thing

And set it in & high clean phace,

To. recall the granite strenath of my desire.
Jean Untermeyer.




