The Churches and ocialism.

I have a way of stopping just Wwhere I ought to begin.
The subjeet for the paper this morning ealls for so much, that
I cannot stop by the way for explenation in some of the state-
ments that I shall moke. If per chonee I seem to be harsh or
j brutal in my remarks, remember that it may be only an impress-
ion due to enforced brevity. /At least I do not want you to say
ox fecl that any of the remarks that I shali smke sre simply

| passing whims, or momentary opinions that will pass away before

| I have left the room. Ivery statement is weili considered and

| made with cool deliberate apprecistion of its fuli mescning,
| There are three things that I want to say. The first thing has
| to do with the Churches them seives. Tims second has to do with

| the reliation of the churches to social problems, or the socinl

| probiem in its large gerneral wignificance, and instiy on the

| reiation of the Chureches to Soeialism.
To turn to the first xnixg ,uestion. The other day & man
| said to me in speax ng of the reiation of Churches to the soc-

| irl question,- " If they ciaim supernatural PEXEX® origin, and

supernstural powerw, holid them to the standerd of supernatural

i
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|resuits.” That seems to me to strike at the heart of most of

gthe eriticism that hn§ been made against the ehurch and its
%short~comings. The failure ond the limitations of the church
éare tremendous when compared with their pretensions. . just
%senae of modesty might save their dignity as weil as their ine

| jured pride. Even 2 sense of humor wou.d help. In much of the

|discussion that one hears concerning the vorious and sundrey
]

_—

;cnises that the churches are xminx facing, one is reminded of

mothing so much as a street acene on a ceptember evenini: when

jname vender of choice wares , under the iight of a fisming

toreh expounds the virtues of his particular Rux®RXX cure-all.

The following passage is of this character. " The average‘

S




N

i D
| Protestant ioymen, thought he moy be o nominal chureh member,
| does not reaiixe the importance of the Church. le does not =%
clearly see or fully appreciate the faet thnt it provides the
chief motives, ideals, restraints, ond diseipiine of life: thst
| it stands guard over the sanetities of the home : that it safe-
guards property with protection that no police forece provides:

that it contributes to the market-piace the moral influences

| most needed there : that 1t equips the court with principles

»

1

|
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| of justice without which himan soclety wou.d dissolve ; that
%it constantly repkenishes the enthusiasm: that support educot-
{

2

L ion, "

try

hiie hardly intended as sueh this is the most cruel me

eriticiasm of the church thot I have heard from friend or [oe.

~Tﬂ make the church positiveliy and oggressively responsible fTor

'the chief motives, ideals, restriints and diseipline of life
i ¥ L
i

in the soe¢ini order to-~day is really too much. Up to this point

%the most brutal criticisms hwve condemned the church more for
%neglect of duty and eringing subserviency than for deliberate
éand constructive elfort in producing the values that obtain
Lin society to-day. But this zxts passage ~bove quoted asserts
|that the chureh should be supported because it has done and is
éoing and wili do the the rpoviding of these 1ife values. But

that is the very point at issue. If the church makes the clainms

msaabove indicated, it is open to severe eriticism either for

RXRA NI ML RHRORWRL not delivering the values it cl=a

ims to de=-

;iver » or for delivering false values. In either case it 4s

¢p&n to the charge or obtﬂlnlng Support under false pretenses,

1? the church presumes to be responsible for xke all the pood

*®

in the social order, it must eithep acepet the responsibiiity

an some of the glaring evils, or be more modest in its claims,

iere is the pith or
? g all the criticism against the chureh,
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| es have some private monopoly on the ehief motives , ideals,

o " 3 -

Iaﬁis the unwarranted pretensions of the Church that exasperate
and disgust one, and c¢aill Torth the stinging rebuke. It woul d
wholesome to hear the churches say, God be mercifu. to me a

/

Binner." .t any rate the assumption that The Church or churche

! restraints, and discipiines of 1ife; that it can grind them out
and fyrnish them

ready made in standard sizes for ail comers, is an unworthy

survival of the lliddle ages. To use & phrase once used
byiJohn Vise,~- It Lmelis ol the 'ope's Kitehen." The place
é.aﬁ& the vaiue of the church in the soclal economy is determine
ed, not by its origin, but by its purpose; not by its history,
b@p by its moral and spiritual dynamie to-daygyxaméxiix.

iy

The church is one of the institutions of society. It
is at®m once a monument to the human ideals and 1ife values of

the past, and a2 channel for the satisfaciion of a human need,

and the yendering of a serviece to humanity. As such it shores

in the limitations and i perfections of society as a whole.

It is not and newer has been a complete entityiwm in itself, in
the world, but not of the world, apart from othér insiﬁtntioms
» and able to xpmM¥uX produce at willi the eternal values, and to
i train the wholie Torce of its orgsnized strensth upon & given
§ problem. For the most pari the same people who make up the soe-
;ial order as & whole, constitute the foliowinf of the Church.
The ideals of the one, hoth good =nd bad , are reflected in
%the other, The vital Living force that produces our chief mote

| ives, ideals restrnints, and discipiine of life, is not in the

institution, but in the human 1ife that supports and builds

' the institution as the exprédssion of and the medium of express
ging a common purpose and a common eflort. It is gratuitour to

| to speak of the attitude of the Church towards this or that de-

gbﬂted ppoblem. It has not unitel attutide any more then soci-
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disappearing from our midst. The m
7N /

o

% s

| ety s ¢ whole has & united attitude . Particulap churches g
] méy have an attitude DRERRAXARY XEINER in regard to any given

E problem. This attitude will be determined by the attitude of

é the people who make up the church, and give to it its charact-
rger. Thed® mental,moral, and economic status and developement
3cf the people of the church will determine the attitude of a
;given c¢hurch towards a given problem. Vhen a new » devisive
%issue appears, some churches willi have one point of view , end
GthGPS wiil heve another, while stiil other: will be divided

in or by thelr opinions. This fReixinxkitn is illustrated ngain

‘Iﬁﬁ& Bﬂﬂiﬂ in history,

1 et me repeat the points that I have in mind in this
art of my paper, First pretensions in c¢hurches and in the
Churah are as disgusting and reprehensible as in individuals.
E@bcon@ » The Church, as an organized entity, in thw world, but
| bt of the world, is a phantom. Third. The efficlency and the

|

worth of the ehurch is measured by its living dvnumle. and its

attitude towards questions of various types depends upon the

in¢elleetual, moral, and economic interests of its peopie.

fatr Jecond section.
Lvery generation has its wwn soeial and economie prob-
iems to face. Ve are forever in the midst of undbscivered lands
?ne vreat function of 1ife is to explore, or perhaps better, to
ﬁive the original spontaneous 1ife, reveaping and bearing wit-
qass to the 1liging spirit of the living GoB,

The unworthy idea that this life at best is but a vale
aw tears, mean sordid, depraved, kmt a necessary e¥il, to be

&pn&emnﬁﬁ and endured for the sake of thh hereafter, hs fast

ore are we coming to see that

A
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eterncl, immortal , sacred 1ife is just this 1ife here.
©o not only as & matter of the necessity of enviromment, but

also as a necessary resuit of a changed and echanging conception

? of 1ife itsell are we coming to ¥® face more squarely and open-

iy the question of the facts and econditions of %fim 1ife here,
.8 Tor myself I never think of the life after death either for
myself or my Triends. This is the 1ife theot I am living. ¥xx

1 am amxious that every men wshould have the full measure of
life's possibilities here and now. To me the great end and aim
of all our human agtivities is live this 1ife and to enable

| others to live this 1ife as if they were immortal sodsg, and h

not as if they were slaves of mommon or servats of creseus.

| w0 we are °nd must be inteemted in all probiems either for or

| Against them, xmit in the fnee of these problems there is bourd
4 .

| L3 & '3 '3 1 L3

| to be a diversity of opinions, and ss I said these opinionsg x

iare determined by the general developement of the variosm xx®
| groups . In the midst of the possibiliities of life, there can

I
‘Ebe no infallible guide. We a c¢clean, clear purpose, without xkde

| side-stepping, or compromising principles, we do our work and
face our problems. In this work our integrity as individuals
| and ehurches is determined by the absolute sincerity. and Tidel-

%ity of our motive in activity, The efficiéncy of our activity

" |may depend upon our wisdom and sagaclity: Only the unwritten

pages of history yet unhborn can determige that, This is the

|
1
!
I

|first point that I wish to moke. The motive is absolute : The

|wisdom and sagaeity 4re conditioned. Let no men violate the MO
x ~hinmself,

|

tive in RIBXRRRXAXRR or ,uestion it in thexitkfaxgf another,

1 The sociail unrest of our time, both politieal and
‘induatriﬂl ag well as in the world of reiigious interests is
the witness to a profound revolution that is going on in our

“ e % 2 > 14
midst. The old order changeth, and the modern world is working
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towards a new soelal ideal, with all its implied changes in

the institutions of society. The social ideal of the ancient
world as expressed in I"lato's classie book, The Republic,
calied Tor a soclal order emhodying Justice. There was to he
a ruliing elass of philosophers, whose duty it was to guide
the state., Then there was a second c¢isss of soldiers, whose
duty it was to guard the state, asting in obed ienee to the
philosophers. Then came the erking clags whose duty it was to
support and obey the %two upper classes. This ideal of Piato8s
was more or less realized in the social order of the holy Rommn
Empire, wkix with the church as the philosopher clasg, and the
geeular nobility as the warrier class, whiie the serfs were x
the obelient laborers that did the work and support ed the
rulers. To day we have many suggestlons of the reallty of INla-
tonic Justice, The wapitaiists are the rulers , the intellect
ual e¢lags, while it is hard to determine just what the scope
of the guarding class is. The working class do the work, and
the one great hope to-day reats in the fact that they are kicke
ing a pro&estiﬁg, and by no means wish or exect to obey the
commands of their masters.

Now since the begimningt of the Reformation, sockety has

beeon trying to free itselif from the gripof that anecient world

ideal, and to establish a social order in which the prineiple:

| or democracy shall find expression. Much has been done, and

| mueh remains to be done. The alleged suthority of the Church

| has been transferred from the "apal Monarch to the pcople,--

; it has been socialized., _Truth, once regsrde’ as a supernatursl
| revelation from an Quyside source, is now seen to be the gieone
| ings of human expe iance in the worid 1ife.The old ideal of the

divine rignt of kings has given away in ravor of the principle

| that the right to govern rests in the people. The ruler is no
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| lord and master but servant. The politieal right has heen Znx

| largely socialized. The same process has been appiied to the
[uestion of revelation, and to our ide of God . God is no long
| er mkmmxmtiex absentee god, but the immenent , or socialized

|God. We are stial in the midst of thisp proce s of transforming

our sociai order from an aristocracy to a demoeracy. The prob-
lems of the most pressing character today are simply those in
|whieh the tagk of socializing an o0ld worid value is at stake,
For example, in theology, the great question in most Chriatien

fellowships as it is in the one with whieh I am most famimior

|is one of socializing our ideal &f manhood, Is Jesus the re-

Evealing type of human perfection, or is he one of those who k
ghave striven after and made a contribution to dur ideal of huw
|man iife.? Is the source of the ideal of humen iife in Jesus
|as Monareh, or is it in the common 1life of man.? Is he lord =
|and master of humenity, or is he a great servant wjo has done

(much for humanity., ¢

The:sﬂme fofcas and principles are at work in the polit-
(ieal and Industrial 1ife. ..re property and property interests

the lords and masters of humrnity to-day, in whose service hu-
fmanity is to sacrefice every voiue thot confliicts with their

|greedy demnnds ? The uestion is eghical. .re we to continue

|to have & sociai order in which the interests of wealth and

profits shall be the monarch , snd ruie over us woth an iron R

hend in all its nokedness, or with an iron hand covered by the

:ailk gove of echarity. The same rpinciple is at stake to-day
1 i

as was at stake when the Purotans were struggling ageinst the

aceepted prineiplq e; the divine right of Aings to rule and

ithe divine obligatioon of subjects to obey and to pay the i

biiin. To day we are contending against the idea of the divine

right of capitalism.
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It i1s in Tact our lord and master as the Tacts of current
events demonstrate to the satisfaction of the most dounbiful
and no one knows this fact better than those who hold the g
power. Also it is pitiably true that in gaining this power
the system has grossly violated the prineiples of homesty m
and deceney, so that we are coming to see that the concentrae
tion of wealth in the hands of the few is not so mueh the
result of capacity and thrift as it is the result dishénespy
and theift.

In the midst of 2ll this confusing turmoil of the soeidl
unrest, the one great light is the faet of a tremendous and
revolutionary unrest and discontent. The unworthy lord and
master does not maintain pis control without protest. Uneagy
rests the head that wears the crewn. /11 over the country
and the entire western world are the evidences of a great up-
rising against this unroghtous ruler. It is gxstouggiexind
an irrepressable confliet betwenn the rights of personality
and the rights of wealith. Shall the industrial system be the
servang of human life contributing to its growth and devedp-
ment, and to the emancipation of persoanality ¢ Or shall it
remain the lord and master to whose command we must submit
and upon whose alter we must place our socrefices of degre-
dation, poverty, debauchery, corruption, and even life xizg
itself. Shall this structure of modern society into whose
building has gone the the labor , the brains, the innumera-
ble hours of toil and the grrat sufferrings of mili.lods of
people remain a pxiwxmxhzxseE remain a prison filled with the
£ilth and vermin of capitalism, or shali it become the ahode
and habitation of freedom and 1ife. I8 society to remain plue
tocratie or shall it become demoeratic.§ Shali wealth remain

monarchial or shall it become socialized % That is the mxsm
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essense of the social ,uestion to-day.

How towards this social question as a whole, what
must be the attitude of churches.f If churches really were
what they pretend to be, there wouid he ne question as to &
the attitude, I'speeially christian churches, whose lollowems
hag ever read the sermon on the mount, ¥® must understand %
that men cannot worship God and mammon, They must understand

tnat fasting, prayer, the sabbpth , the law even, the state,

the church , and alli th acecidental pkaxs paraphernalia of

| soelety must be the servant of man and not its master. They

must no that no institution is saered s 2nd that it hes a pam
plage in soclety only as it serves e need of men., They must »

realize that personality is suprem#, not as & matter of intel-

| leetual specuikation, but as 2 matter of effective andl effixim

|efficient reility. Churches , If they are true to the preten—

sions with which they present themselves before men, they mus

|#kzot must insist upon the supremacy of the human soul, and

the xpie prineiples of freedom, ond Justice, and life in the
struggle of men against a life destroying institution.
But the churches as a wholie wili de no such thing, for

they are not what they pretend to he. Churches will do in the

(face of this problem, just what they have dome in the lace of
every other problem. Some churches will meet the ethical chale
lenge Tairly and squarely. They wili cast their lot in on the

islde of those who are Fizhting for freedom ke and the SUpPrem =~

Ry of personality, they will see that it does not prifit a =

pation to gain a whole world of foreign trade, and industrial

brosgerity and commercial sSupremaey , Rx& but in so doing to

lose its own soul of ethieal integrity, decency. such churches

-

%ill be well to the front in all. the hard work, the inspirigg




heroisms of bringing in the new dispensation. To them it wiil

|the very life or their being, not a thing to be feared, hut a

;thing to be welcomed, it will be the coming ef the son of man
Ete his own. In such churches wiil he life, and faith,2 hope,

|

! and the God spirit.

| Other cimrches will wili hedge , they will talk ahout

|souls and justice, and frecdom, but they will be safle and sope,
g

|

| looking out for &1l the privileges of the new order, hut care-
éful to avpld all the obligations, and duties, They will hope
gto change their coat in the night, and follow along in the rear
zof the eonflieting armies, praying upon eseh or both as the
|ease may be. They will try to worship and to serve both God am
(Mammon. By and by , when the XzkxXmxx balances have tipped in

|favor of Life and justiee, these very same churches will be

blowing about what we have done , and will ¢lal the credit

for it all. It has always been so, and it is so now. lien have
%only to read the record of the attitude of the chur-ches towards
|the siavery questioN . No to hear them talk you would think
|that the churches were responsible for the abolition of slavery
Then there wilix be churches that miX are and will be
pLain worshippers of ammon.RBhe character will be determined
by thexx followers, not by theilr formal ereed, The followers
}are and will continue to be worshippers of Mammon. These chur~
ches will be wprshippers of mammon, they cannot be anything
else. They wiil oppeee all the unrest and discontent of eur %
times, they will use zkm all the influence at their command

lto defeat the ends of Justice and rightousness, and truth.

They will crucify the men who are workers in the garden of
truth, They will play the title role of the “harisee to the

heart's desire of the most exacting stage director of this amm

ﬁorid stage of ‘ours. But veriiy , they wiil recieve their xmw

*ewar&, The wages of sin is death, and they will pass away as
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the interests that they represent pass awgy., But indeed these

churches are more desirable than the wabley ones. .\t least %k
they have eonvietions, snd express their convietions in the P
open. If you are careiul and observing, vou ¢an see how these
churches are lining up on these questions Just as I hsve xndd
indicated. It is per ectly natural for the mideseval catholic

church to take its stand for capitali and authority, and to em

| come out open in the fight aginst socialism.

This brings me to the last part of my paper. 1 cannot
BLmp prove, or demonsteate to anyone the truth of the assertion
that I am goimg to make. Those who wish to will acept it, and
those who do not will deny it. The statement is {jls , that all
all the real vital moral and spiritual energy of our times is
being direated bowards this great sécial prrkizma revolution
that is goin on in our midst this very day, and that the heart
and soul of it &1l is the socialist movement. Thisg taing is a
matter of axperienge. I find that the experience of Jack kemd
London 1s true. In his 1ittle statement , VBakife means to me,
he says. I discoverel that I was a sotialist. The soclalists
wers revolutionists, inasmuch as they struggled to overthrow
the society of the present, and out of the material to bulld
a society of the future. I , too was a socialilst and a revol=-
utionist. I jolned the groups of working-class and inteilectusdl
ravolut;onists, and for the first time came into intellectua
living. ...... Here I found also warm faith in the human,
gloving idealism, swwetness of unsellishness, renunciation and
martyrdom/ ali the spléndid , stinging things of the spirit.
Hiere 1ife was clean , and noble and alive. Here iife rehabili-
teted itself, became wonderiul ond glorious; and I was glad to
be allve, I was-in touch with great souls who exhalted flesh
and apirit oﬁér daliers and centsy and to whom the thin wail

of the stmrved slum c¢hild meant more than all the pomp and
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circumstonges of commercinl expasion and world-empire. /li a=-
bout me were nobleness of purpose and heroism of effort, and
my days and nights were =ixExzRIxexxxdx sun-shine end star-
shine, all fire and dew, with before my eyes, cver burning Rl
burning and biazing, the Holy Grail, Christ's own grail, the
warm human, lonz sufferring, and malireated , bhut Lo be rescu-
ed and save’ at last." This expresses the ethical, and spirit-
ual life and dynsmic of the socialist movement. In those mo-
ments when you are discouraged dmer the lack of zest and mnkk
enthusiasm in the churches, remember that the God spirit is »
not dead. It is working in the heart of this soeiailist move-
ment. Thetever of 1ife there may be in churches to~day is the-e
because in them is developing the same interest ans spirit L

hat makes the soeislist movement galvanie, thai hag made st
during the last Reekypxyraxs 8o years over Q.QbG.QQQ voting ad-
herents, and probﬂblﬁ 40 .000.000 adherenis. )

3o much for its pxk@tx spirit, but what of iis inteliek-$
tual outfit, and its progrem. That I awant to stote as hrieb-
1y as peesbble. |

In the face of this present conflict betwegﬁ‘@abcr and
capital over the necessities ol 1ife, the socialisﬁ ¢nll: at-

tention to the Taet the necessary pre~requisite of gIixxige

\

¥

humen 1ife and ¢

i

ctivity is the supply of elothes, shelter,

and food, They point out that all the great moveménts pf his-

tory have been struggles elither directly or indireetlwaor the

contrél of these necessities,; Tor the class that gonirols these

controls khext in & Large way the destinies of all. This is

galied the materialiistic conception of history, or ecanomic
de terminism.
Now in our present capitaiist society the capltalist,

pecause he owns the tools of production and aistrﬁ?utlon, has
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|the trades-union movement. But the confliet is

| control offer ihe necessities of 1ife. During the process of y

iwears hmxls the capitalis; cla s has paid to labor less than R
| 1abor has earned., This surplus value it has CQn?iscatﬁ&, ané
:pracﬁically robbed 9/10 of the population of its property. The
[ result is that soclety is dividéd into two antagonistic c¢la g

| 85, struggling in actual warlare Tor thelr respective portlons

v

|of the prifits of industry. Thus wo have %he organization of
| eapiial on the one hand and the laboring ¢alis on the other.

| They are engaged in an irrepressible conflict, In the labor

0}

fwars of the past and prestnt, we sec them lined up lighting

|over the distribution of profits. That is the significance of

-

heling changed
from mag confilct over the profits of production, to a con-
|flict Tor the ownership mf and control of the means of pro-
(duction and distribution. You can read the record of the ap-
|oroaehing intensity of this confliet in the Zaxt political ae-
[tivity of the vear. This is the c¢lass strugple. People dodge
;and hedge over it, but it is a fact. We are at this moment in
Eahe midst of a class warfarein this country.

1t is & fight between those who by means for the moste
part unserpupulous and inhumen, have gained control of the maw-
jehiines of production and distribution, and those who use thoss
ém&chines, but do not control them. It is & struggle between
[the ecapitralist class and the working class for the control and
lend the ownership of %kwxEX wealth which iahor has Qroﬁdceé.
Fhe socialist says thot this conflict can be ended oniy as the
lthe one becomes the master of the situation. In othervworas in
that the very mnchin{as we hrve umed made Tor the benifit of & m

aumanity must be owned and used for the good of socliely as a
Lnel@ instead of the expioitation of the many for the commerdw

picl advantage of the few, Those things which rre soeinlly
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»rogdyxmx used, must ba ,oc1a¢¢y owned, and controlled.
In other words in the use of tne means of production and dis-

tribution, we rust co~operate for the benifit of all, that a3l

»

| men and woemn mey become economically Tree. This is the sccie

alist8" co-operative common-wealth.
in the work for tihis ideal , and in the establilshing of
the co-operatime commonwealth, churhhes wilii take that attitude

which their generali character compels them to take. Lome will

gbé with the work heart and soul, while other will be bitterly
gappcsed. come wiil be diviédd, and wili be split. It is a Riw
§<Lvi~1vo issue. It Involves fundamental pr1nciplQQ. It is eth-
;iccl In 1is character, although political and economic in its
| form. It is a part of the great revolutionary mevement of mod
lern 1ife. The heart of the reconstruction of society,the mouth-
g{)ﬁ_(}{:{} of domocragy, and the ethieal impulse of Immfllty is 1un

i,

Just one thing 1 want to -ay in eiosing. In discuss-

|ing this thing, do not think that Goecialism is communiem, or

§arndchlsm. That only shows ignorance. Do not think that it is

%ﬁiVidln’ up of property. Or do not think that it is tzV1nb to
?rezorm man and society by mechanical devices. The SOCiﬁAiSt
ngQG than allinthers realizez that the proeess is a lﬁn& edue -
itiotn¢ process. Do not think of the soeialist as a bloody rex
§01Uﬁi0ﬁiﬁﬁ» 1 am a revoiutionary soeialist, but theat mégns $F

;xmuxkﬂxn that some day as the soci~list movement grows and de-

wvelope s *nd the scales will gradually becone more evenly bal e
leed, until at length they hanz even. then bthey wiil tip in £x
[favor of the new order, and that Wil be the revolutionm. It

lis the natural process . .long slow preparation, and then a g

pulmination. Nature does it, so does human nature. Revolution

ﬁs the product of evolutionamy process. Ii resisters what haa

| .







