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My dear Davis:

I have read and reread your really great paper in The Regis-
ter on "The Influence of Democracy on Religious Thought and Prac-
tice," You, instead of myself, should have been on the program
at-Buffade, You, inthis artiele. get right assthe very heart of
things, and present in a remarkably clear and illuminating fashion
what you call the "king thought" of the present time, We all en-
joy the great words with which we agree, and I presume a large
part of my enthusiasm lies in this fact. i I have never worded my
discussions of the same theme s»o well as you have, but in ma,ny of
your sentences I almost felt as though I was reading my own, and
it is this thing that gives me great courage, and fills me with
deep enthusiasn.

What I lave been longing for for years seems to be coming to
pass. There are a group )of us here in America who‘a,re beginning
to see eye to eye. The time for the synthetic word is at hand.
The opportunity that I kave longed for I know is here. I feel
more strongly than ever the necessity of some concerted effort
to bripg our individual messages out of our local communities
and aralgamate them into one great fundarental expression of the
underlying épiritua.l import of demoeracy. There must be Pifty of
us in our PFellowship alone who have more or less of the same
feel'ing, and there are countless numb ers outside. But fifty
men can do anything in this world. Now is the day of our oppor-
tunity. When I think of how all of the young men look with con-

fidence to Dole, I am filled with regret that Jenkin Lloyd Jones
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has not m intained closer relations with ouwr Fellowship. He has
had this vision for years. What he has sought to do with Unity
we ought to do in a larger and more inclusive fashion., He has
sought to amalgemate, however, the dying elements of Frotestant-
ism; a useless and impossible task. The synthetic word that is
to be spoken Les to do with the living, vital but as yet unrelat-
ed movements of the present day. I feel more strongly than ever
that our first effort should be in securing a literature which

shall have something in it of the vital power of that which came

out of the Christian Socalist movement headed by Morris and Kings-

léy. To do this we must, ungracious as the task may seem, find
or bring into closer relations & smaller fellowship within our
larger Unitarian Fellowship. But from my po‘int of v;iew it must
exiten’é;ibre;}gnd Vf;lze boumsof é.ny ’Jnltarlan wvémerit; and mus‘t ih’a"rver
emblazoned on its banners the great words Universal Religion.
After we get our occasional literature in the form of pamphlets,
then we can probably look forward to the establiskment of some
sort of mgazine., I talked this to Weirs, and he suggested that
we could swing the Unitarian Advance. I said it never could be
done with that name, and he said he thought we could change the
mame. ILf that is done, it would cease to be a denominatiomal
mouthpiece, but the organ of a gresut movement, Of course any of
our conferences now could use it as their offiéial organ.

I am going this morning to get up a letter to send out to
thoge who might be interested in the matter of sending out pamph-
lets, as you and I talked over., I am so deeply in sympathy with
your article in the Register, and think it is such a splendid

strong statement, that you will pardon me if I make one or two
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suggest lons - please remember that they are only suggestions, and
noet erif icisms.

In your second paragraph, you say "pitiable beyond hope.," I
am sure you don't mean that; it strikes a false note, to my mind.
The expression at the close of the third paragraph "for near
two thousand years," may be all right from a gra ﬁatlcal Sta.nd-
pcintz but it seems to me that "nearly" would be better, Then
at the beginning of your sixth paragraph, it seems to me you had
better fix up your metaphor, which appears somewhat mixed. I
don't guite see how the anti-toxin could carry within it the
embryo of a new social order.

I would vote, myself, to have this as one of the first of

the tracts that ought to be published. I am, with all good
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wishes, ~

Very sincerely, /[ W

Mr. Earl C. Davis
Pittsfield, Massachusetts
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