Dr. Lyman Abbott and his Contempordefes.

The death of Dr. Lyman Abbott, preacher, editor and educafor,
Is an event of more than passing interest to a student of Anmew
ican Life., Quite apart from the intersst which one may have in

Dr, Abbott because of his human qualities, there is an inberes
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in him because of the 1¢th century develophents with which he
was interested and which in turn indicated his own point of x&
view. Happily he had Just Zimwmidmk published a book wunder &
the very interesting title of Silhouettes of my Contemporaties,
in which he had picked 19 men snd women with whom he had come in
contact during "ls life time, =mum many of the personal friends,
and who seemed %to him to be significant of the main fendencies

of the 19%th century, and perticularly of the gemeration which wa

particularly his own.




"It is difficult to kmkk reslize the conditton
in which the old Puritamism ( Tew Theology an
revivals) had left the churches of New England
at the close of the 18th century. There were n
missionary socleties, home or foreign; no
Joungmen's or young women's Christain associas®:
tions; no anti alavery/ temperance, or other
reform societies. Yale college had only four
professing Christians in i%s student body, ana
had two Fom Taine Societies,

Fany causes have combined %o overthrow the 1
theological system which produced this moral ar
and spirituel decadence. Cheif among them four
Puriten.Divines leading without conscious EmEpe
Cooperation a revolt: against 1%,

William Ellery Channing who taught the essent
tial goodness of man, and interpreted sin a mmx
curable disease

Charles G. Ridmmmyx Finney who taught that ms
man was & free moral agent, and therefore
ought %o repent of his sins,
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w.orace Tushnell , who arplied the

T &
of development to religion, and taught
not natural but uwanatursl

futy
tosd

Henry Tard Beecher who taught thar ged
treats men , not collectively ag g a

& community, but individually as a FPather trea
his childrenm.

Furitenism of 18th centyru v a religiom of
law.

the new g religion of freedon,
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A young man once called To Seec Me Wibd LIE
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days of 24 hours each ; that God male m=EER 8
pefeet men 6C00 years age ; that he fell ; and
that because of his fall sin,misery, and death I
have entered the world. In that faith I Joined
. the Church when I was & boy. ,I have gince lea:
learned that the world was not ma&é in six days;
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thet man has lived on the earth a great deal m
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longer than six thousand years ; that he was.
gradually developed out of a lower animal fory;
and that the only fall has been a fall upward.

The Bible is gone ; my Taith is gome with i% ;
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and now I 8o not know whether there is a God or
mkx in the universe or a soul in the body."
This interprets the overthrow of faith of

thousands which characterized the latter half
of the 19th centyry. It was a faith founded
on a book and pn a false interpretation of that
book ; and when science undermined the foundatic

the superstructure fell.
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e Burntm, Shownan ,
win Booth, Iauer;:euer.
The nlle" Brother, Iover of Hospitelit
John B Gough, &*thle of Temperance.
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Alice PPreeman Palmer, Teacher.

John Fiske Evolutionls

mward Everett Hale, Am American Abou Ben %4
Aldhenm

”r & L.

John Greenlesf Thittier m MEstic

Ganeral Semuel Chapman Armstrong, Educations
ioncer,
Ganeral William Bootl, Home lissionary TFione

Deniel Bliss, Foreign lNissionary Tioneer.
Dwight Lymen Moody Evangelist.
Henry Tard Beecher, Frophet of The Love of G
N g
UO0G .

Ruﬁherford 3. Hayes, Peacemaker.
Abraham Lincoln, Labor lesader.
Theolore Roosevelf, Preacher of Righteousnes:

Jacob Abbott, Friend of Children,
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