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Modern Christianlty at Work
In The Country.

Words are symbols through the use of which one
person seeks to grouse in the mind of gnother emo=
tions, éictures and thoughts similar to those that
éxist in his own mind. Words are very 1lllusive, none
more so than the word religion which lurke in the
background of the words modern Christianity. Themmse
uge of that word sometimes suggests the sleek gen-
tleman at the country falir with hls little table,
‘three shelld, and the 1llusive pea. " Under which
shell , mg friends, is the pea ? Place your money."
There are many shellsqézZLr this table of the Modern
World under which , i1t is hinted, thls 1llusive thing
religion may be found. One hears the cynic , standing
by, say ¢ " There is no pes at all. Thls whole game
of religion is a she114game,= just a clever and crook-
ed devise to allure whatever ®f wealth of mind or
money availgble into the hands of the Church. " This
i1s a very brutal way of stating k= an attitude of
mind that one frequently comes in contget with. In
fact the existance of such an attitude offers a lege
itimate reason for the conslderation of this subjecti-

Modern Christianity at Work, in the Country.
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_ Having undertaken this task I had to face the very

embarrassing fact that my experience as minister of

a country church 1s limited to one period of eleven
years in one community. In view of that fact I am com=
velled to be very concrete and use the little mbero-
cosmig world of Petersham, and The First Congregationgl
Pyrieh ( Unitariand in Petersham as the place of such
experience and obsérvation as may be back of my re=-
marks.

Also you should be wagrned of g convietion, or a pred
Judice of mine , to the effect that religion is at work
in our age in a more profound and searching manner than
in any known period of history,unless , perchance,¥ou
wish to trace the stream of religious thought and pracs
tise in the Modern World, to springs of thought and
action that emerged to the surface of life as the Romgn
Empire crumbled.

" The late Mr. Justice Holmes was accuastomed to
say ¢ "We must think things, not words." What facte,
then, forces , or influences in our times are symbolized
by the word, Modern] the word Christianity, and the
word religion, as used this evening.

I use the word modern , not in the sense of being
up to date, ar as belonging to the fwentieth century, or
the year 1944, but rather as being germmine to and at
home in that conception of life and the universe




which we have been dlscovering , describing, and ine

terpreting, with the process still going on, in terms of
an age of science.
Likewlise the word Christiagnlity #&s used :sa symbol

~ of anlinterpretation of religion in which, running

through all its forms, there 1s a continueing element

that lg at home 1n and germane to the modern world.

So far gs forms and mental attitudes are concermed,it

geems Talr to say that in the 0ld world of the Middle

ages, away from which we are moving, the fundamentagl

assumption was that religion, and in pgrticular, christ=

1anity was a revelgtion , entursted to an guthoritarian
__ingtitution, that commanded obedience. In contrast

the characteristic attitude is that of discovery, in

freedom, and pursuasion.

In our Modern World the word religion becomes

a symbolfor the sense of relgtionship that obtalns in

the n;ture of things between a consclous humagn being

and hls environment, whether in its immediate setting

or In its total gespect of time and space. The closing

words of Jung's Modern Man in 8earch of His Soul, give
g most illumingting suggestion of religion as gn inher-

ent and eternal fact in human history. " The Living

Spirit grows ynd even outgrows its earlier formsg of

expression; it freely chooses the men in whom it lives



s T

: «(=lje
snd who proclaim it. This Living Splrit 1ls eternally

renewed and pursues its goal in manifold and inconcelv-
able ways throughout the history of mankind. Measured
sgainst it, the names and forms which men have given
1t mean 1little enough. They are only the changing Xexnx
leaves and blossoms on the stem of the eternal tree."
How profoundly true,snd yet how easily the mind turns
to the familier words ¢ "The kingdom of God is within
yauzﬂ " the Word becgme flegh and dwelt smong us"}
"know ye not that ye sre the temple of God and that
the spirit of God dwelleth in you ". VWhatever the
worda or the forms used, the word religion ls a symbol
of a basic fact of human life, not to be evaded or side-
gtepped.

 another important aspect of religlon is the
way in which it finde expression in a glven age and
place, and the channels of luman relations through
whic% that expression becomes a vital force. In 1946
Lewls Mumford published a book called "Faith for Live
ing%. One paragraph , partly by direct statement, an?
partly by implication has much to say on matters of
religion under consideration. " There are three areas”,
he says, " where a swift renewal ®f in faithand aset and
deed, must take place. These are the areas that have

always been 1ife=sustaining, life-preserving, and life-



a0ab-
forwarding. One 1s the family. The other ig the land.

and the third is the self. These three areas interlockx
and interpenatrate; and what is more they bottomall our
institutiong, our schools and our factorieg , and our
churches ; our ideals of liberty and justice and goodness
and beauty. Withoutarevamping of ideas and practices
in these areas, Without mgking them central, our efforts
to preserve a civillized gsoclagl order will be feeblex
will be
and hollow, and our belated sacreficeg/vain." Page 203
That is s rather searching statement. Having 1n mind the
entire paragraph, substlitute the word "Religion" in place
of five words, "Faith and act and deed" and the flrst
sentence would read ;=" "There are three areas,ln part-
icular, where a swift renewal in Religion must take
place. These are the areas that have always been life-
sustalning, life- preserving, and life#forwarding "
The family, the land,and the self.

=
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and hollow, and our belgted sacreficeg wil;}?e vain.'
a,ge ®
ggnant and t.i;melyif parééraph

That is a:very pr;

swift

.ning, f fe=-

%he ’“famny,the
lald, and the self.

i Here then i1s the hint as to the nature and
place of religion in man's struggle for existgnce.
It 1s a symbol, weighted'with all the lmpoinderable
experlences and values of human history, a symbolie
word for that"Falth for Living", the compelling and
irresistable uxxe dynamic urge, that "Living Spirit"

i

that we feel in ourselves, thatqia-projectcabggﬂlﬁ
g&nﬁeloud by day and the plllar of fire by night
leading and alluring us through history to a destiny
Wwe cannot apprehend. This driving "Living Spirit“
makes us gware of 11feaﬁgtiigfggéggfugbundant, pasg=
sionate , universal, gnd creative. It creates, des-
troys, and recreates, forever fashloning zxew itsgelf
anew, forever leaving its dead leaves behind to en=

rich the soil of human life, Mreabsord)%
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enriching material into its creative process. KESK

tkmxmemerk This then 1s religion , this inherent
basic fact of human life. The most primltive human
being, somewhat aware of Self, or the chlld at this
moment Jjust growing into consciousness of self and
world, ;:n dealing with the same basic fact zf»life
as a Jesus of Nazareth in the Garden of Gethsemgne,
the eternal compulsion to discover the relation of
any fact of 1life to the whole of things. "We are
~restless, O God until we find rest in Thee."
Emerging from this back-gound of geheral
considergtions, we come to "The First Congregationsl
Parish, (Unitarian) in Petersham." That is our legal
naﬁgi as a property holding, fingncially responsible
@orporation in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
The back=ground observations are important. The
Vastitudes of space and time do come down to our
own doors. All these forces and problems are to be

found within this mirocosmic world of Petersham..shme
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We creagte our churches, and kindred institutions
dedicated to the particular need of stimulating our
awareness of life, discovering its nature, seecklng
to understand its meaning, and in some degree trans-
mitting the heritsge of faith and wisdom. In this
year 1944, we as a unitffconsist of »mmgkiy 190
odd members. Not all of these are residents of the
town. Some live anywhere from 100 to 3000 miles
away, but are here some part of the year. Beyond £k
.the nucleus of legal members of the Church, are the
children that belomg to the familées in the Parish,
and gll those who in varying degress of interest
mgke up the total of the town who look upon the First
Church as the expression of whatever feellng or needs
they have for thgt part of thelr religious life they
associate with the Church. On the whole I would say
that 2/5ths or perhaps close to 1/2 of Petersham
might be includedx among those who in one way or an=
other might be ministered unto by the First Church.
There gre two other Church in town. On the North
Church or Othodox Congregational Church which dates
from the split of the Congregational order during the
Unitarian Controversy. Our relations with that Church
are most friendly. Union services three times each

year, and for the past three years we have gad a

& W\M:h £ g , ‘%&EW@%




Union Gommunion Service held in the First Parish

Church. Lgst Winter we united for g period of three
months in union services. That will be repeated this

~ ondow. Scarcely a trace 1s left of the issueg that
AL SAREIN
then seemed g# important ﬁo,dufzm violate the
fundgmental prineiple of the Congregatibnal Polity,
and 4ie” deéper faith that under freedom truth will
prevail. v

The we have as nelghbor, St. Peter's Roman
datholic Church, minlstered to by the Briest in
Athol. There is a pathway between the twg,worn by
_people who travel one way or the other for weddings,

- funeralg, social events, and marrlage connections.,

O
Across the Common from our Church isx bulldé

By
\ffh rgie of Sectariagn efforts of a hundred

ing which o?gﬁbhoused a Babtist Church, she-tone—suare
and more years ago. Mehtodists, Universalists, and
Baptists trled to invade the town, but with only £%
fleeting succesgs.

As a property owning corporation we have a
- very beautiful meeting house, with a fairly adequate
bgsement arrangement that serves as a Parish House.
We have a Pgrsonage and 3 1/2 acres of land , which
gives the minister all the physical exercise he ﬁnx

needs. This real Estate is carried on the town bookks
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at a total valuation of $25.350.00. We like our proe=
perty, and freely admit the beaguty of our Meeting

House. Also we have gn endowment fund sufficient to

keep us from exhagusting all our energles
mmff;m@aﬁgw WA ULy

m@e have a standing in the community,

not only as a result of history, but also s==¥
of contributions beins made to the community life by
people who méke upwthe Churche. h&i&rthe minister of
The First ?arish inherits a place in the community
as a result of the quallity and character of hls pre-
decfissors, and carries certain responsibilities that
- have been more or less associgted with his place in
the town.

- Bubject to variations due to local condis
tions I judge that the above is a picture of all
country churches. But to get an ideg of the the long
range ap_wsubtle influence which a particulag Country
Ghué%%%agon the faith and practices of g community
One must have an idea of the years that have made 1it.

There are three things about the history
of the Church in Petersham that have a decided bear-
ing on its present relatively healthy condition. It

Wags gathered er-eemexénbe-bedng in October 1738 by

slxteen men organizing themselves 1nt§ the Church of
WA Y
Christ in Nichewaug, ¥mme changed \N The Church of
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Christ in Petersham, wh ¥
e
e Théielcted their own officers, and signed g cove

‘ney was ﬁheir minister from lﬁbS to 1775, =¥
relations were severed over the issue of the Rgvolu-
tion. He wgs arable mae)distinguished for his person=-
sl integrity, both as minister and man, and for hig
wigdom gnd feyxux® asggressive work as a farmer.
Like other Massgchusetts Churches , this Church of
Christ in Petersham followed the pure Congregational
Polity,*aq?'institution organized to interpret re-
ligion jn terms of the Christian tradition within
the town of Petersham, and to have fellowshig‘with
similgr organizations elsewhere. They clabmed ard Ex
and exercised all the rights aﬁd responsibilities
of g Church universal that appealed to them as

vglia . They were subject to no¥ other ecclegiastical
4%#

n, and submitted only to the authority of
their God as they sew him revesled in Christ and
transmitted in the Christian tradition. While the
name of the Church in Petersham has been changed, 1t
has preserved the form and I believe the spirit of
the Congregational Polity of that Ciureh of Christ
in Petersham. One of my convictions, or prejudices

is that tradition of COngregaticnal polity is the



most precious fgctor in our heritage.

Churches, lilke individuals pled along through
periods of routine amé more or less Talthful gttens
tion to the ordinary é;ores of life. Then addeugSheg
suddenﬁ a sltuation arises that really tests ddee fibre
and character, -whether of the chuch or the individ=-
ual. Between the years 1802 and 1842 in Petersham,
as roughly during the same period elsewhere, the
Church of Christ in Petersham lived through three
eritical situationsg, and emerged,bloody but unbowed,
k33 1hto The First Congregstional Parish ,(Unitare
lan) in Petersham. The first of these eplsodes was
- a most distressing controversy , during the minisgtry

of Festus Foster, over the issue as to how much sale

ary should be pald the minister. In the background

There was a strong anti-church party. The people
most interested in the church came to the rescgg}ig-
supplementing the town subsgidy by voluntary contri=

bution, “bhe=beFtEabngses s method soon to become the

established procedure in the state, and s fulfillment
in fact of the Pilgrim concept of the separation of
the Church and the state. A great step forward.

Then in 1819 Luther Willsonh , whose relg=
tions with the Church in Brooklyn hed been severed
by the action of the Council, anéqagainst the will



of the Brooklyn Church , was called and installed

1ﬁ”Pepersham in sccord with the congregationgl tra-
dition. Within a very few years the Church of Christ
in Peteréham was spllit into two branches, Othodox
Congregational, and Ehe First Parish. By the year
1842 had sold it Meeting house, located on the
Common, to the town, and bullt a Meeting House of its
own &n the site where bhe present Meeting House stands.
and bBegan ite rather uneventful Hentury as the First
Congregational Pyrish, Unltarlan, 1in Petersham. In
-my own mind I still think of it as The Church of
Christ In Petersham, Its doors are open to all who
wish to enter ; its ministry is to all who feel 1ts
need; while it would not intrude on the domain of
another , 1ts minister is minister to all. Tt hgs
maintained its Congregational polity; Its redord ls
;iiigzi, and on the whole it is falr to sgy it has
been faithful t¢ its implied obligation of enriching,
interpreting, stimulating, and transmitting religious
thought and practise. Measurzing these influences 1is
impossible.

Even in so small a town as Petersham I cannot
speak for our two neighboring Churches. From the polnt

of view of current things what fiay be worth considering

will be grouped under three heads ; the family ;
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public worghlp , and the influence on the community.

Lewlig Mumford calls for a speedy renewal of
faith in the fgmily on the ground that there is g
dxrgeraux something serious happening to the family
life of America. But from time immemorigl the family
has been the concern of religlous life. Its literature
is filled with poetry ahd imggery centering around the
family. In the liturgical Churches most of not gll the
sacrements center ground aspects of the Family. For an
‘affectionate term for deith we turn to "Our Father".
The country Church and the country town is aware of
all teriffic forces that are operating in the direc-
tion of undermining faith in the family ; they even »=
reach into the community , and leave their scar. Yes,
people in the country know all about those scars; they
know all gbout each other; and then some. But they know
something more. They know something of the hgzards of
the mating process ; they know , not too clearly, but
in a half understood way, that the whole superstructure
of social 1life , has been created to provide opportunity
for youth and mgid to take full measure of each other
and find their proper adjustments in mating. At the
present moment thls minister of a country Church has
the falth to think that there is something prophetie

of better ways stirring beneath the surface. These
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insidious forces of city block life, of commerciallized

pleasure,- movies, commercigl dance halls, night clubs
and their like, do not touch us directly, but they do
have an effect, and one sees the effect in spots 1n
in the country town and the country Church. Yet there
is an undercurrent of another mkrxin chgracter. It may
be just a hangover from xmxmxrX the past, but Is think
negxxxkekxaxskwry I think , rather , that 1t 1s an %=
increasingly healthy attitude kkak of a deeply relligke
_ ious charsoter that has been fostered by the healthy
approach of the Church to this whole mgtter of the
family. Of late years an increasing number of young
people have come to the Ehrst Church to be mgrried.
One couple comes just to syand before the communion
table and beneath the pulpit , along with the minig=
ter of the church to be married. Another couple with
just a brother of the groom and a gister of the bride.
Another couple with just the four parents. Frequently
the minister announces from the pulplt at morning EEXX
service that on a given day John and Mary are éoming 4
to the church to be married."You might be pleased to
be present." Another young man says ; " I would not
feel that I were married, unless it were done here."
Of one wedding in the church recently I must

tell you. It isg not typical, but it has some inter-
esting implications, especlally about what we doe.
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wedding in the Church just recently. kasmkxsmmmme

It 1llustrates that subtle and illusive influence
that operates in the background of human relations.
Several years ago a person 1n the Church came to -
me to ask if I thought it would be gll right if the
famlly put a tablet in the Chureh with the names of
Tive generations who had been closely connected with
its life from the early days down to 1917. In due
time the tablet appeared,- very simple, almost

: auétere.“Do you wigh 1t dedicated ? " I asked. "Oh,
Nos" "May I speak of it at a morning service 7"

I contlinued . "Just say that it is there." Ale
though the name on the tablet 1s not lenger earried
by any person living in Petersham, there are four
generations of the family now connected with the
Churche.

Last summer one of that family ceme to me to
say that her neice, who does not live in Petersham,
but was born ‘there, hopes to be married when her
Marine returns from the Pacific. 8he wants to be
married in the Petersham Church, and,?y‘its minige
ter. Do you think that would be allvrightg?

On Sunday the 22nd of October this lovely
girl of 19 and her Marine, with three years in the

service, and almost two years in the Pacific areag
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20 years old, with hig earned stripes, personal

cltation for bravery, company citation, and three
stars , indicgting the battles fought, came to be
mgrried in the Church of her ancestors. It was
simple, clean, begutiful, snd for the moment it
seemed as 1f all the imponderable forces of life
were focused there. The vitgl affections and hopes
of the young couple, the witnessing friends and
familyes, even the tablet on the wall seemed to
come to focus mizrmmmmix g8 the little Church in
Petersham gave to this marriage the blessing and
benedictlion of the Living God.

Observe the extent to which the customs,
the literature , the imggery of religion aslinterpr
preted in the trgdition center about thisrevery day
fact of human 1life in the family relation. To use =
strictly ecclesiagstical language, we may step from
the sacrement of marriage to the sacrement of Baptism,
to confirmation, to burial,- all rooted in this idea
and 1ldeal of marriagges. All our sociagl life, even our
Church Schoolg, our youngpeoples societies , are in
Tact but efforts to provide drmd clean and wholesome
atmosphere , and training for Mating, and marriage
and the transmission of the heritage of the race,

under the conviction that this Living Spirit moves
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—on under a power that 1s sometimes called g Loving

Father.

What does a Church in the country do in the w
way of molding attitudes in this whole matter. First
of all when a chlld is born, flowers go to the mother
and child from the Alliance. fwexkix=z The at the
Chrigtmas season, at a speclal Vesper service the
names and parents' names of gll children born , or
Christened in the Parish during the year are read in
connection with the Birth story in St Likebs gos-
pel. At the Christmas tree a gift of one dollar
from the Church School or the Alllance goes to each
child. Then as soon as the child 1s o0ld enough he
goes to the Chupch school . In spite of difficultles
of transportation, of teawhing personnel, and , above
all , the difficulty of developing that attitude of

_mind that is implied in the word worship, gz -more=er
o successful Qohuch School is maintained, thet

"It has become the quite well establlished

custom for all thése young people of the Pgrish
on the Sunday after they graduate from High School
to join the Church. That seems to have g deeper
meaning for them than they would gdmit. At least

two boys who were cglled into the service, and had



o =17-
to le,ve before the day when thelr class-mates were

to unite with the church, came and signed the book
and I gave them the right hand of fellowship in
private.

In gddition to the above customs we provide
gome oversight of thelr social life. Parties on oc~=
casiongs for the younger children, in the vestry, -
halloween, may day , Valentine . and plenles out of
doors . To these partles they invite children of
- pther churches. That I think 1s very valuable. &kxx
Christmgs is a very important occasion, with a Parish
Supper primarily for Children , but sometimes we have
two hundred there. That 1s followed by a Christmas
tree. XkxkimmuxgaRzingxEizsxEx A

At times dancing classes have been agrranged
for older children and young people, with a competant
teachers. Since the war under the directlion of four
women , selected by the Alllance, two mothers of boys,
and two mothers of girls, small socigl dances have
been conducted, open to all puplils of the High School
and others whom they might wish to invite. From time
to time boys would be cglled into the servlice, and
this same group would have a speclal party for them,
glving to each one thus going a small gift of remem=-

brance,~ all this quite regardless of whether a boy
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were g member of the Parish or not.

~ One more item in a country Pgrish i1llustrates
a contribution that may be made to the subtle in-
fluence of g chufch RamkXyxkkf® upon this whole
matter of the family, as looked at from the point of
view of religion. Ever since the year 1842 the
Filrst Parish has carried on what is known as the
Petersham Levee,-asupper umd, traditionally Turkey,
in the Church Vestry, followed by a dance in the
Bown H,11 . Once during the civil war, and for two
YeaBs in thls war the Levee has been omitted. It
1s the big social event of the year, and PrREERYxmuzk
ke largely attended,= people coming from amewnd
Boston even, to share in the galty. The important
thing to be note?i%hat famllies come, -young and old,
fatheﬁiydancing with daughter, and mother with son.
Conditions controlled by those who share in the plegsg~
ure of the occasion. That has made g contribution.
All these customs and methods that have
become g part of the way in which religion works
in a country Church center gbout the family, mating,
and domestlc life. Thw question often comes to the
front gs one looks at the world and its trends :
Are they survivals of the paét to be deft behind
in the rapid process of changex, or gre they a pro=

vhetic witnesg that a deeperxant deepening and



«]9=
broadening conception of the family, coupled with

growing éﬁspicien\that religlon does underlie xmi
all life, and thgt,somehow, underneath gll gre
everlasting arms? To put all this into a concrete
single question ¢ "Does Eleanor come to the Church of
her ancestors for its blessing on her marriage, just
because it 18 a family emotion working in her mind,
or does she come because she sees something deeper
and far more interpenetrating in that adventurious

of marriage
companionshlp/ than just a me¥e socidd and civil
‘Gontract.? The 1life in g country Church does suggest
a positive , but qualified gnswer to this question.
There 1s a poemising ,nd prophetic current moving

thrcush th the woods and meadoms of its Varied
f(_,!? & B rmgfm M &m ) mw i,,,sb«,,‘g}v»:’;‘;;f i
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Such are a few hints as to the way in which

a country church may influence family life. What may
one say when 1t comes to its contribution to individuals
snd the community through the institution of public
;Tyorship. Here there are many disturbing facts and fac-
tors to be noted. Seventy years ago the average attend=
ance at services of public worship in the first Church
was upward of 125 for the year, by actual record. During
the past eleven years , the average has been Just about
50,- with a marked falling off since the war. What does
1t all mean.?
If you look at the facts from the point of view
_of statistics, and the satisfaction that a minister
may derive from large and overflowing congregatlons, x
the record 1s most @isquieting. On the other hand 1if
you look at it from the point of view what is involved
in the process of adjustment to the Modern World, there
ig something profoundly encouraging and prophetc about,
it. Bgsed on every scrap of experience , many conversa=
tions , and much reading,= all confirmed by the intimate
associations in a country Church, the persistant boycott
~ of public worship is saying something profoundly lm-
portant to such as have great coneern that the Churches
fulfill their obligations in this age. To put their
abbitude, gs I see it, in the First Person Plural, it

would go something like this ¢ "We are no longer cone
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cerned with religion ags magic, a device for appeae-‘“

AT

ihg a God of Magic ; we are no 1onger concerned with

S

sectarian quarrela, paet or present ; we somewhat re-

Aeent. the commercial and organiz&ng pressure that

R T e ——
churches are prone to pester ue with 3 for better or
for worge we are engaged in the adventurous journey from

s RTINS S

a bondage to a disintegrating old world through 8 Red :

B
Sea of wars and revolutions, kkxmngh sloggin through

o

warde some promised 1and where agai we may feel the

i R

dignity of life, a eenee of our own worth ae human be-

ings, and a family 1ife that shall be the expression
~ 5 s T

_of a grea@mﬁwﬁfiage to be transmitted. ‘What have you

A

of the Ghris tian tradition to contribute to _.our up=

rooted 1ives ? Have you somehing that will make us

PR R

sing again ? You cannot corral ue into your fencedxx

g,
G T

enclosures, but if you can make us feel the epic char=

,,,,,,, st

R
acter of human 1life, that we are,, after allf, within the

B %Wﬁ i WW
the great tradition, then we can feel that the values
s ST ey

we seek gnd the truthes&that(gou cheriah.will flow again
Tike two uniting etreams .5 into the river of life.

R ————

) v s g

All that may seem to you just words, but the intis
mate experiences in a country parish lend weight to the
thought that the same human need and passion that kuk
once bullt the great Cathedrals, and creatednkkmx
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‘guch forms as the mass of the Roman Church to meet

ite need for feeling somewhat of the xximex presense
of eternal values,# that same need and passion 1s at
work in this year 1944,- both in the lives of fhose
who still share in public worship, and those who
gshy away from it. Its the Living Spirit at work,=
not a spectular annual, but something that glives prm
promise of another sturdy oak , drawing 1ts sustenance
from the rich soil of contemporary life, as well as
from the deposits of the ages.

What things suggest, and nuture this thought ?
When Lewis Mumford speaks of the renewagl of falth
in the land, thoughtful country people know at once
gomeof the implications of his suggestion.iLonely
cellar holes in the woods, abandoned farms, and crumbe
ling buildings tell the tale that is recorded in the
census reports for a hundred years. 9n the other hand
this industrial and urban development has made re=
turns that have had mx®x an effect on country life.
The eleetric current, house-hold equlipment, power
machinery, improved methods of transportation, the
telephone, the radio,- gll these devices have had a
marked effect on our ways of life, mental attitudes,
and goclgl customs. The bgse of our interests has

| been broadened, our outlook on the world has changed.,
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ﬁe feel ourselveg less 1solated, more tied into the
great currents of life that sweep on through the years.
As the country town feels the effects of thse chnages,

and tries to megsure its ga@gs gnd losses, it is be-

coming more and more convinc?ﬁfthat life in the country
has zerkaim g certain qualig§, or~gpiritual value if
you wish, for which thereJ{s no equivahent in the city
environment. One who 1ook§’at the contrasts from the

point of view of religion gt work, is disposed to

- 8ay that the fact that we live so close to the life

processes, that we work with them to earn our dgily
bread, that we feel directég their irresistable
powerm ; that they have standards ahd wgys of their
own tkmk to which we must submit, and in submitting

to them earn our own sense of freedom and dignity,=-
all of that comes to focus in vital public worship.
Whatever may be the fate of an individual country
Church, each has a contribution to make , by bequest
if it dies, or directly if it survives , - its contrie
bution 1s g sense of the awareness of life, in nagture
and in the human souls, as the foundation and function

of Publlic Worship



Not until you read the literature of religion with it

in mind , do you begin to realize how mueh of the

experience and observation of 1life has been incopr-

,porated in its structure by the enriching process

of country environment. Who but one who knows and
understand the strenght and tenderness, and the imple
cations of the poetry of "The Lord is my Shepherd, I
shall not want. He maketh my to lie down in green px
pastures ; he leadeth me begide the still waters;

he restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the pathes

of righteousness for hig name's sake." What does that :
mean to Boylston Street, or State Street or the gide=
Walks of New York ? %xidm There is no record, but if
you translate that into the languasge of modern psy=-
chology, you come close to saying exactly what Jung
sald about "The Living Spirit." The changing leaves
on the eternal tree; surelu good and mercy shall fole
low me all the days of my life, and I whill dwell in
the house of the L§rd forever. Somehow country Church
people absorb that thought and feeling.

In the Church there is glways a vieible wite
ness that that close tie with nature and human nature
in the shape of flowers on the communion table. Much
1g made of them. They come from our own gardeng, We

know who planted apd cared for them. We can detect %



that arranged them. Th3§'¥b;§§§&the segsons. In
the autumn there will be the brilliant and color-
ful follage, at once a syggestion that the leaves
fade drop off, but they are pushed of the the buds
of next year. In the winter come the evergreens,=
life eternal say they. In due time the Pussy Willow.
These all mean something ,-product and witness of
living process in co-coperagtion with which we work,
to whose compelling standarde we submlit. Only one who
felt the impact of this whole process could say ¢

"o is the kingdom of God, as if a man should
cast seed into the ground; and should sleep, and rise
night and day, and the geed should spring and grow
up, he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth forth
fruit of herself ; first the blade , then the ear, ,
after that the full corn in the ear. But when the Rx
fruit is brought forth, immediastely he putteth in the
sickle, becguse the harvest is come." Ail that is
the very meat of 1life , however expressed 1in words.
With the constant reminder of transcient character
pRxmexkxsfxkke the blade, the ear, but the unbroken
kernx stream of life that is transmitted from gen-
ergtion to generation. Somehow the faith that even 1if
the hurricane comes and deétroys our stands of trees

thousasnd of seeds will be left in the soll to create

a new forest., Hmxst Man does not know how but there



is the eterngl fact fﬁg:;§§%;% that attitude finds %
worship
1ts way into the atmosphere of whimkiyp in s country
Church, giving it a foundation of reality , and a »
place in human life. It suggests the words in the
fourth gospel ,~ God is Spirit, or God is 1life, and
they that worship him must worship in in life and
in reality."
different

During the year probably close to 200/peo=
vle come to the First Parish Church for publle
worship. The average for the p,st ten years has been
fifty per SBunday. The high point of the year 1s
Easter, sometimes going as high as 160 people, Or
more. But the attitude and stmosphere that they
ereate 1s invariably an gtmoshpere of real and honest
worship. Easter 1s a country Church brings to?high
all the varied valueg of life,- not alone a release
from the winter rest in nature, not alone the traces
of new life gppearing, not alone the promise of re=-
f£11ling the empty storage places of food and grain,
but also a feeling of joy that agaln fruitful and
intimate co-cperations with the 1life forces 1s at
hand. The rule of God is like that, and somehow 1t
becemes the most natural thing in the world to feel
thazizgiguman being, whoemryou know, and talk with,
and who work with this eternal life process, there 1s

and indestructable element that we call immortality.
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~_ Public Worshlip is by its very nature an affair of

the congregation. The minister has a very difficult
function in the service. At times it mgkes him feel
overpowered by it. There are two steps in the ascent
to the hill top of insight to which he must seek to
climb where from the point of view of present condis
tiong thie minister holds that care should be taken.
Reading of the Scripture is a reaching back in the
past for a sense of relationship to all that is be-
hind us. There a mellowness, and dignity and uni-
versality , and imponderable dignity about those
passages from the Bible that we read. To bridge the
chasm of the centuries, to say in effect that God
not only was but ig, that he stillm speake in human
life, it seems to be almost an irresistable necessity
to supplement the old by something comparatively
modern, yxmmmkxmkfRLxEwXk that says in substance that
the @od of our fathers is still our God.

Again in the sermon, both as teagcher and
preacher, the minieter is under the terrible ob=
ligation of picking up the thregds of 1life about
him, tie them into the past out of which we have
xexg emerged, and somehow carry people to the point
of feeling and understanding that all the great

things that have been , and are remembered have been
thought or done by Just ordinary human beingg
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that all the past and all the future are now flow-

ing through our veins, that all these every day lg=
ggﬁg , all these community ties, the church anfl £
family relations are just the same raw materiagl out
of which people have glesned those standards and
values that we cherish, and seek to transmit.

As the country church looks at the city
church,-after giving full recognition to the assets
a limitations thgt each may have, the country church
is disposed to gssert that living so close to these
natural processes,-close to}the soil, close to the
land both in ownership and labor , involves a fac-
tor in a healthy interpretation of religdmn in this
age ,~ especiaglly in terms of the Christian tradis
tion , for which there is no equivalent. Nelther
the flat , nor apartment, nor a pent house 1ls the
equivalent of the homestead. The minlster of khm
a country church ventures the gssertion that in
the phrase, A renewal of falth in the land", is to
be found a clue to a renewal of falth in the insti-

tution of public worship.



