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Ut rcligion as represented by
the organized Christianity of to-
day may we not slightly para-
phrase Froude and say:

Religion, once the foundation of our
laws and rule of personal conduct, has
subsided into paganism on the one
hand and hypocrisy on the other.
The sophisticated in their hearts dis.
believe it. Churches are still built
with increasing spiendor; the estab-
lishedformsarescrupulouslyobserved.
Public men and newspapers speak
conventionally of Christianity, that
they may throw on those who do not,
the odium of impiety; but of genuine
belief that life has a Christian mean-
ing, thereis noneremaining beyond the
circle of the silent, patient, unsophis-
ticated muititude. The whole church-
ly atmosphere is saturated with cant
—cant moral, cant political, cant re-
ligious,—an affectation of high moral
and spiritual principle which has
ceased- to touch commercial, indus-
trial, political and ecclesiastical con-
duct, and flows on in an increasing
volume of insincere and unreal speech.
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