jé@ress at the jinéoin ce.ebration heid under the
suspiees of theysColored MM.Z. Chureh,Feb. 9,708.

Mr. Chairman and feiiow citizén% in 2 nation cenaeivgﬁ in
iiberty ond dedic.;ter to the proposition that a.l men are
ereatsé ejqual , we are met here this evening to pay # tri-
bute to a\greﬁt man,perhaps the greatest man that this natin
has produeed, and one of the great men of 21i nations. How-
ever i perfect and iimited may he our capscity to appreciate
that greatness andé nobility that was in Lineoin, yet the very
purpose of tryign to express something of our appreciation
is a witness to the foct thet there is in us some thing of
those principles @nd those ideais that found their inearne-
tion #nd to a remarxable degree their fuifiliment in him
whom our KIxX¥X great poet hes ealied the First .meriean.

e ﬁight therefore at athis time devote ourse.ves
to # eonsideration of the nobie heroism of his .ife. Ve might
pecalil for orm aeiight, and @s tribute to his greatness,
the eireumstences of his birth , the hardship #nd the strug-
gie of his ehiléhood and youth. It is stimuleting to &

bring before ormwseives the pieture of the young mén in seareh

-of wisdom, on the floor before the firep.eee reading and xx

LERXRAREXB seeking aftet the great thoughts of men. Hot one

-+8s8s romantic are the stories of his long journevs after

books and his downright honest integrity. Ve might also speek
of that memoroble trip down the lississipi, when there was
burned into his meral eonscience that deep and losting hoatr-
e of siavery. lLeaping over the years we might come upon him
in those loneliy hours when oione in the prewense oniy of the
infinite he was struggiing with the great probiems of the
nation, &nd was pleking his way earefuiiy and yet with suré
footing through the dismai swamp of the terrible days of

rebeiiion. To echange our view we might see him the mereiful
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pardonaer , who brought joy and eomfort and awke feelilng s
of love in the henrts of thousands bu his noble. ciemency
in cases where he was called upon to aet as judge o¥er the
conduet of men, as soidiers in the army of the union. 411l
these inciden%s and ail these faets of his 1life rouse us to
a high‘pizeh of emctional respect and heve worship; They are
are inspiring and enobliing. They thrili our very soui. 1 love
to think of them.

But thye do not constitute the essense of that app -
reéé@tion; nor do they give the character to that tribute &
thet in our very deepest moments we would we woull to-night

-

offer in memory of this mén whose iife has been plowe: into
the soill of our nationai ideais. Those things to whieh 1 have
referres 2re but the ineidents of @& pas=ing ponorsma, the
beauty and the glory of whose totaiity tekes its light and
shade from the infiuenee of & nobie purpose. I suppose that
the most impressive and the most inspire&‘moment in the iife
of Lineoin, the momeﬁt when ali the great purpose of his iife

50 whiec he had paid either unconseious or eonseéious obedience

¢comes to the surafce for expression iﬁpéhat moment on the

pattierieid at Cettgsburg when he abose to dedicate the

ground a,ready made sacred , as a final resting piaee for

those who had faiien in battle that the neation might live.

Just ry to pieture to your self the situattion, and the
feeiings that were in the RELCLAARR mind of Lineoin., The dawn
of & new dry was ailpready casting its 1ight across the mount-
ains and valieys of a gr at nation enveioped in the darkness
of a eivil war, The sinves had been free&, and the preserva-
tion of the unipn‘seeme& essured, Here on this batteefieid

had been fought the grect battie. Men , to whom Life was as

preeious as it 13 to you and .to me, had saereficed themselves

. 11 these thought. ##fX were in the mind of Lineoin as he
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nifieance in the great life of the universe, does not take
its character from its origin; from the nature of 1ts sur-
ronnﬁings,lbut from the charaeter of its purpose, foom the
character of its destiny. The signifieance of the 1ife of

: : :
Booker ashington 2nd many more like him is not determined
by the faet that he was born & slave , but frcmAthe fact thet
in obedienee to a supreme purpose , he is Gﬁstined to die =
man of eharaeter and integrity, e man who has done mueh tow-
ards seeing to it that this nation shell not perish from the
earth, and that a great raece shail not forfeit its possibiii-
ties of asheiving the triumph of freedom in 2 nation of iibe
erty. The signifieanee of the iife of Lineoln both for hifm-
seif and for soelety does nat take iig characker from the
faet that he was born in 2 log eabin, and seeured his educa
ion and treining for his 1ife work at the cost of sreat RN
hérﬁship, but in the faet that he iived true to a great pur-
pose, and died in honor, 1-v3& and respected by those to whem
that purpose was saered. |

The integrity , the worth of our government, its

efficieney for the walfére of our eitizens does not arise
£¥8¥k in the historie events of its origin, nor indédd upon
the eharaeter of its-constitution, or the fset that its
terribie denger in the middle of the last eentury eaiied £x
forth the magnifieent uprising of the heroile impulse, but K
upon the natuwe of that essential end fundamental purpose
in accorﬁanaé with whieh its polliey and its deveiopement ©
directed, upon the naturfe and the eharacter of the purpo se

that controls the chnduet of the essentiai majority of its
peopie. No govermment as sueh, no institution as sueh is
sacred. Imstitutions become sagre! and sammand the respeet

» the loysity , ané the sacrefiee of men, only as %haiv;zziﬁ
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purpose of thelr existance is sueh 2s to esmmana respeet
loyaity, and sacrefice. My friends , the worth and the 81gm
nificanee of oru governemnt rests in the fact thot inspite
of our terrible shorteomings, in spite of the feset of eon-
ditions to-day thaet make us bow our heads in sheme, in spite
of 211 that, the heemt of this great nation,still résponﬂs

to the essenti®l prineiples and the essentinl idesls of de-
moeraecy. So long as that ideal remains in the minds of men
we can wade through the mMost dismal swamp of eorruption, we
¢an overecome the most terrible odéds in the way of the origin
” ““anﬁ the conditions in whieh we happen to find our seives at

| any moment of our history, and feel assured that we shall at
| finé our way through the wiléernass;vmnﬁ eome to the promis-
f ed iand Tlowing with the milk %¥X CRARAK XARRER £, RARE K

énd honey of human kindness of happiness. But let us onee

L forget the great purpose of our notion .l life, abd 21i our

| prosperity, al. our materini progress, ali our great institu-

tions of eulture and refinement =res beeome as tne piremids

of Bgypt, the gead remains of a bygone glory. In the integr-
rity of our nationai. purpose is the safety and the assurance
of our national life.
#% this time when ail over this iand people ore

With one agcord r eoéﬁizing the worth of lLineoin, these ex-
ercises, these monuments erected to him.eseape the shame of
| & degraded hypoerdey only as they BEXBXEH bespeak a pure sang
gsonseerateﬁ dp?ioation of ourseives snd what we. have to thet
élaft undone by the martyr "resident. > et us not decieve our;
éseivrs for one moment @iZh the idea that the suecess of the
;GiViL war estabiishea the security of the nation s Or began

|to reaiize the Hds ideals of a true ‘emoeraey. e are foge
to feee with problems os great if not greater than those

|

whieh the nation of 5¢ years ago faced.
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| To say nothing ¥XLHB%u of oru foreign problems, the RuxizExr

|  there are two great domestie probiems, tremendous inchaif

P » % scope, aimost over wheiming in the pressure with whieh they

ﬁ are Toreeing themseives upon the peopie of this nation.

¢n the one hand we have the great industriai problem each day
becoming the more intense and acute in 1ts develiopement. This
problem, sufficient in itself to tax us to the utmost, is B

|  gseriousiy eompiicated by our reiations with foreigh countries
and made the more pressimg by the business conditions under
whieh we Tind ourseives. In the solution of this problem we
must all take our share. To avoid it is treason, not aione

to the nation but to human obiligations.

“li%n the other hand we are not so blind as to overlook the faet

thet the rage probiem was not settled by the proeLemstion of

emaneipation. Just how we c¢an train and develope our se.ves

so that we may eome to live together In peace and mutuai
respeet upon this continent, without saereflcing the integr=
rity of either rage 1is not a problem upon which one may spesk
5 with dogemtie assurance. For AXHBXEY nelther rﬂeé is liberty
compietegy assure. by_the fonrtenth smendment., That whieh
has been done , and that only whieh ean be done by any act
of legislation is to @ssure thr right to 1ife iiberty and the
pursuit of happiness. The right to these ZAL fagtors of 1ife
mey be asusared, but the things them selives can only be as-
: f’ sured, The possibilities of these so desirable things may
lie all abgut us, but we may oniy lay hold of htem through
i incessent labor and toil.
Here is the g;eat thing that we ought to arrive at
or at least seek after as the resuit of this contempiation

on the 1life =nd the events of the tire of linecolin.

| I said that the significence of a life and the signifacanece
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of 2 nation does not depend upon the origin, but upoh the
destiny of it. We know the origin of the .Lifewef Lineoin
e know the soeial conditions and the morai problems whieh
he and the peopie of his time faced. Ve know the destiny of
the man, we know inmpart at ieast the changes and developem
ment of the years from 1809 to the elose of the eivil war,
The iife of iimeoln is the embodiment of the spirit of the
:iimes. In his 1ife there gre to be noted thhee great forees
or faets that we must 1lay hold of if we are to meet the Prob-
lems . They are the grent les-ons of the day,

First the fadt of personal integrity. Not to win, but
to be right.
~earehing for truth, The open mind, Iducation, not
in its narrow and academic sense, but in its broed 2nd hums

sense ,~ the power of seli eontrol and ability to met com-

ditions. In itw broader se nse the knowiedge of the civie

" problems , and the faithful end unswerving integrity in the

diseddrge of eivie duty and eivie obligation.

Finaliy a sense of responsibility.




