<"1 am now sufferink the tormenis of neii : 1 em ca;Ling

tp mind the infamies of my former iife,-- zhese reminisaeneas
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do not pasé away, and they poison my Alst&uce. General¢y peOar
‘p¢égregret that indlviaualzty does not ret iin memory after
deatﬂ. what a8 pappiness tnat it does not ¥" In his diary under
the date of J anuary 6,¢900, Toistoy made the foregoing entry, :
ffﬁ& the pas age itself indicates, and as otner iniormatlon con&&r
”flrma, the sta:e of midd thas reveaied was npt infre.uent even ”
Vxln tﬁn later yéars of’ his life. One wouid exweci such a man to
ﬁave many mlsg1v1ngs for nis ear.y ;1?0, bui mhy such a Q@WP
?seataéﬂremorse 2 Why did he nut recognize it as the vv1l of uis;
nsrltage and not the fruits of his corrupt personallty 2 auch 7
= - &
"1ﬁa;&,m1gnt We.l be expected in ine diary of the hzstrlonlc Get~k4
zon Matnar, saturane& W1th nib CﬁlVlnlsm, but it hardly sounds |

',saturai and Spon»aneous in a gr@at DPO?ﬂEb cf sociay pegen&ratlenf

"in B world af modarn tuougnt, YeE’as 1 ndve rpad with ever deei
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oniy in such & ciue as we find here, do we get an approach to

his i1ife that is satisfactory in expiaining what some have called
the inconsistances, and others,the hypocricies of his life, His

Sﬂﬁégih i1ife was a confiict. From nls youth untii the last tragic

5 was :
episode of his death, tnere?g constant siruggle beiween tne siapne
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dards of the world into which he was born, and a social order of
justice and peace for which the humanity of the man ionged, That
which he sougnt he never found; and that from which he struggled
to free himseif he never escaped. There was in him & spirit agin

to that whicih was in Jesus of Nazareth, But unfortunateiy he was

not the son of & poor carpenter. he was the son of a wealthy and
powerfui nohieman, The heavy burden of his ciaéss inheritance he
never ®&oulid cast off, His 1ife was a tragedy. WWhen seen in Xr=m

relation to the times in which he iived, he becomes an incarnge

: i
| tion of the rationaiistic develiopements of the nineteenth cen=
)
Objeciiveliy viewed we have,in Count Leo Toisto¥, a man
} born to weaith, who gives up that weaith for a iife of peverty;
g mAan of sccial standing who leaves the cultured c.ass of his

" birth to share in the life of the lowly ; & man who couid have
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vifelded great power, but who adopts as tne ruie of nis iife the
doctrine of non»resisteﬁce; a man of liiterary genius and culture
who directs tihe wea.chh of his talenis to the service of his pease
ant friends. Subjectiveliy viewed, we have a strong personaiity
born within the prison walls of weaith =2nd caste, who fights

a iosing fight for socliai and spirituai freedom, It is from this
latter point of view that I wrdte., Wnile the externals of his X
iife might iend themse.ves to dramatic presentaiion, they are far
less interesting and significant than the psychological devel~
opement.

Toistoy's 1ife divides itselif into four rather ciear.y dew
fined periods. The first period carries him through nis school
and university deays to 1849 when at tﬁé age of twenty one he
departs for the Caucassus. The second period covers the years
from i8549 to 1863, This time'is taken up wiith his military ekpen»
iences, the beginnings of his liiterary work, trave.s in Europe,
and his first experimenté with educationai matters, 1t ends with
his marriage in 1863. Wwith his merried life begins the third
period devoted to literary work and the eare of his couniry es-

tates, but constaniiy clouded by the desperate immer stirugsgie
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to which I have referred, ™iar and eace” and"snna harenina B

, products of tnis period,'are Juite as much the revesations of
his own conflicts as they are pictures of Russian life., All this
culminates in ™Bhe great Moral @risis " of his iife in 1864, =k
when, at the age of 56, he sees 1iignti through the cioud of doubt
and depression that had hung Like a pail over him for more than
twenty five years, From 1884 untii his death in 1910 is the Rmx
fourth period, marked by his iife of simplicity and his effortis
in furthering the ends for which his new .ife valiues callied.

" iy @onfession?, "My Reiigion™, ™/hat To Do ™", and "The Resurrec~
tion" are among the s impertént literary pfoducts of the peri-

od.,

Tnis rough outlime serves to assist in considering the
process through waich he passed. Tolstoy was born in 1848 at
Yasnaya Polyana, a family estate some iwo hundred miies from
lMoscow. Birth into a family, which for many generations nad been
jnfiuential in Russian iife, gave nim @t once an environnent of
tradition, customs , and morals common to his ciess, His immed-
jate family was not unlike others of the nobiiity, uniess it be

noied that in some generations there had appeared in it a taint
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of' heresy. Ve may depend upon Toirstoy niﬂ8e¢f for a deseriptiion
of the atmosphere into which he waé born, In Russia no attempt
is made to concea. the fact that society is divided into <ewsme
two classes, The nobility through tne macninery of the State and
the Chueh constitutes the ruling class, and they lord it rigit
vigorously over ihe peasantis and the worxing peopie. Of ihe ex=~
isting reiations.between these two classes yxXmixxzx Toistoy
speaks in his confessions, " It seemed to Il-l me", he says,
"that the narrow circle of 1éarned, rich and idle peoplie, to mh
which I beionged, formed tne whole of humanity, and that the
miliiards liiving outside it were enimals, not men," Except for
the purposes of supporting their ruiers and obeyihg them, the
laboring man did hot exist to Tolstoy and such as Ximx he, They
pad Tew human rights that he was bound to respect, and none that
his class ethics compelied him to espéuse. such & social order

is essentialiy static , and offers little énducement to either

cless for developement., Custom, tradition, and reiigion, even,

tabooed ail forms of labor for the upper class,., Opportunities %X

for an active iife were confined wermreaEiwwhens o political

affairs, the miiitary 1ife, the care of ones estate, and liters
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eture. Aside from these possibiiitiles, Sporns and pleasure of=
fered the only ovenues of actlvity. Heving no real responsibile-
ity , no eonstructive task in the social order, life hecame €S@=-
sentinlly & iife of idieness. Sporis and Low pleasures dominated
it. Hence iow and v¢cious standards of morals obtained, After
meking due ailowanee for Tolstoy's ascetic point of view, the ®

#

following from his confession is still

iiluminating on this pak
xEkRtx* point, " I désired with a2li my soul to be good, but I

was young. 1 had passions, and 1 was aione, wholly nlone, in'my
search after goodness., Everytime I trled to express the longings
of my heart to be moradly good, I was met with contempt #nd ridie
cuie, but as soon as I gave way Lo low passions , I was praoised
and xki¥® encouraged...... As I gave way to these passions I be-
came like my eliders, and I feit that they were satisfied with me,
& kind hearted aunt of mine, 2 really good woman with whom I %

lived, used to say that there was one thing above all others

which she wished for me--- an kmixragu®m intrigue with 2 married
woman, 'Nothing so developes a young man as a 1ieison with 2 wo-

men who is comme 11 feut.' ® . That he should be an adjutant to

the Czar, and marry a very wealithy woman who should bring him o
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dowry of many siaves was her hope for Toistoy. lie continues,-

® I put men to death in war, I fought duals to slay others, I
lost At cards, wasted my substence wrung from the sweat of pea-
sants , punished the latter crueily, rioted with loose women,

and deceived men, Lying, robbery, aduitery of all kinds, drunken=
ness, violence, murder...... there —as not onea crime which I dsad
not commit, and yet I was none the less considered by my eguals
a comparativeliy mora. man,™ This cataiog of sins to which Tolg
stoy confesses but gives an impressionistic outiine of the conwa=
ventional standards of his ciass, Politics of 2 very low market-
able order, military lifesstrinped of all morai heroism, gambling)
drunkenness, and licentiousnessy determined ithe soclal environme
ment in which he grew to manhood. In all this he shared with %k

those emong whom he grew to manhood. It was a uort of his heri-

‘tage and he entered into it,

In the motter of religion Tolstoy wasiplso in harmony with
his environment, lie was christened and educated in the Othodox
Christian Reith. He was taught the catechism, the creeds, the
meaning of the sacrements and tne Church services. e was

instructed in .the value of fasts, the significance of reiics,
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symbolis, and images, He was tsught abovera¢l eise that in mattiers
of reiigion he must submit to the wisdom of the Church, But he
says 8iso in his confessions,-~? 1 was taught it (The Othodox
Faith } in my chiidbobd, and in my boyhood and youth, Neverthe-
less.,... at kxwempwemt eighteen years of age I had discarded all
beiief in everything that I had ever been taught." Organized re-
ligion in Russia then as now was but a lifeless form. Qutwardly
they he.id to the olid faith, in fact they worshipped only the
Bstab.iished Order. The infiuence of organizei reiigion on Tolstgy
was positiveliy bad.

To grow up as one of such a ciass, with its weaith, its aue
thority, its idieness, its low morais, its decadent reiigion was
the birthright of the man who has been RaxxXe& characterized as
the greatest man of the times,

He received the conventional education. Was at tne Univer=
sity of Kasan for three years, Foitlowing this he spent a yéar at

home, then went to the Caucassus where he entered the army, and

gave himse.f up to the usual Rexy debaucheries of army iife,.
Tnis period was relieved only by his literary efforts which wen

for him a piace in the literary circies of Russia,
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such was, the 1ife of Toistoy, the scion of a wea.thy Rus=
sian Famiiy. But meanﬁhile there was another Tolstoy trying to
break free from nis heritage. The Tolstoy , who felt keenest re
morse for his excesses ; who hated his life; who cast asdde the
Othodox Iaith ; who read , with ethical insight, tne Sermon on
tne Mount Roysseau, @chilier, Turgeneff, Dickens and others ;
who cherished ideais of personal integrity and moral honor ;-
this mén was not the chiid of the Russian Nobiiity, not tne
chiid ,even, of his famiiy, but raﬁher the child of his times,
the ¢hild of the nineteenth century. He did for himse.f and his
foliowing what the nineteenth century, with its science, its m
philosophy, its economics, and its searching doubt has done for
humanity, The conventiona. iife va.ues waicn were his heritage
he examined, measured, and cast aside., Into the most respectab.e
institution3 Qf society he probed with a feariessness that is
little less than genius. One after another they came up for his
searching criticism, and his unflinching judgement.

His retirement from the military life marks the first

victory of Tolistoy , tihe man, over Tolstoy, tine nobieman, His

literary interests, through which he had aiready won recognition,
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determined his new iine of activity. With this change in nis iife
begins the iong persistént fight for his freedom. It is a period
not altogether satisfactory %Xmxx either to Toistoy or to those
-who foliow his life, It is a conflict between the two men who ine
habit his body. Now Tolstoy, the pieasure seeker, gambier, and
tippiing liiberiine, is master. iAgain Toistoy whom the world has
come to honor is in control., At other times both are suiking in
bitter remorse and defeat, or again xkmy he is passing through
periods of darkest doubt and depression. He questioned not only
superficial forms, but uktimate principies, Not alone the dogmas
of religion , but the very prineiple of reiigion he doubted. He
Questioned not only the vaiues of 1ife, but the vaiue of living.
The tragic death of his brother at thls time but served to stim-
uiate his gloomy and most pessimistic atti@tude towards every-
ihing. Only & dogged humen persist@ncy kept him going.

Over against this heavy black cioud of confiict , there

was the .1ight refiected from his traveis, iis interests in educe=
tionai probiems,and, above ail eise, the i1ight of a new hope
in the thought of his coming marriage, His love for the woman who

was to become his wife was a pur%no‘ule iove, The romance of the
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beirothal appears in the bookﬁAdna Karening\in that delight«
fully simple, human and chiidlike episode ,~ the betrothal of
Levin and Kitty. But eyen this happiness was seriousiy threaten
ed for a time when Tolstoy insisted that xkm his betrothed should
read the portions of his diary which contained the records of
his dissipations and debaucheries, Great as was the shoek of this
to kmkk her, the difficulty was overcome, and he appréached his
marriage day with wholesome seriousness, but with utter incapace
ity to understand it as the worlid did. The marriége occurred in
1865 , and the newliy wedded couplie took up the interesis of the
new iife at the olid estate where Toistoy was born,

Toistoy had hoped that the great chenge resuiiing from
his marriage wouid bring him that faith and grip on life for mm
which he craved so desperateiy . But tﬁe cbodds 1ifted oniy for
‘a moment., Soon he was even more compieteiy enveloped in his
doubts than ever before. Even the birth of their first child,
so often the beginning of & new faith, failed to rouse him.

Neither these events , nor the management of his estate, nor his

writings were able to kindle the spark of hope that smouidered

in his soul, So freqguentiy did his mind turn to suicide that he
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took precautions against it, not daring to ieave 2 rope or a wee=
pon exposed, feaiing iest it might prove the determining suggese
tion in an unguarded moment. The writings oif this period discliose
the character of his hEEERex struggle .'énna harenina,“tha best

known of his eariy writings, and regarded by many as the best of
@il his work, takes pne into the secrets of his innee life. is 2
description of sociai conditions, not a surface deseription , but
a deliniation of motives, and ethical vaiues the book is a master
piece. But one must feel aw he reads it that there is a fundamens
ta. lack in it., Not that Toirstoy has pxer omitted anything delile
erateay , not that he has faiied to draw the thing a@s he saw it,
but the story lacks something which ?o;stoy did not have to give,
In{;nna karenina“there is a wonderful exposition and deiiniation
of the worthlessness of the eonventionél life, not oniy its mmx

worthlessness but its essentiali sor@idnessﬁ. He does not make
virtues out of viees. Vices are am écious as the most prudish =
could desire. But conventional virtues become loatinsome shams.
The legal nusband of Anna Karenina, good as conventional piety
goes, hecomes a ioaithsome beast under the microspopie examination

of Toistoy. You yuite agree with .nna karenina when she dew
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clares thai she despises his goodness, All this ié very well,
Tolstoy sees what is going on. He pictures it as he sees it, He
takes the mask of conventionality and hypocricy from the biotche
ed and hidious face of society. So far so good. But he &oes not
see that,even in the most hidious of forms,thefe'is & pulsating
1ife which, if it is not good itself, at ieast is responsive to
human affection, fake the career of .nna herenina hersell as on
iilustration., She was merried at an ear;y'age to & man whom she
did not love. The basis of her marriage was pureliy sociai and el
Conomie, At iast however she meets the man whom she does iove, amd
who loves her. For him she gives up all,=- her famiiy, her boy-=

the onliy real thing in her 1ife---pritwwsntanstcns and

her standing in society. The lover, on his part, abandons all
his ealbitions, ali his possibiiities in the world of affairs for
this woman. Society of course turns against her, while it still
extends a cordiai hand to her iover, and quietiy urges him to
abandonx her, With terrible graphicness Tolstoy teils the tale
of her sufferings , her inabiiity to find the happiness which
'she sought and hungered for. The dewcription which brings out the

contrast between the growth of her inner wretchedness and the
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increasing iux¥ry of her circumstances ; the graduai disintegrae
tion of' her personal integrity; and ﬂne accumuiating poison of
fear and jealousy , up to tne very moment winen she throws hers=
self under the train in the»nai¢road étation,*—- alli this is a
poweriui piece of psychological deliniation, Yet there is some=
thing liacking, You recognize the horror of thne wholie story. In
spite of the acumen with which he portpays the evil conditions,
the decay of her morai fibre, he does not give that touch which
woulid make the wholie tale human, He does not see that Anna Karine
ena is more wronged than she is evil, He does not see im her a
soul of goodness ym® crying in despair Bor an environment that
wiii nourish it, He does not see the reai human ethiecs of the
case,= that inna Karenina was the ?ictim of 2 vicious combination
of ethical standards, cociety, her friends, and her family had
Qaid to her while she was yet young that she shoukd marry for x
social standing and for weaith. From this point of view she had

acted, and the Church with all its ceremony had sanctioned that

marriage. Bul =eeekis even whiie sanctioning it, the Church xax
through its ceremoniai form had aiso said that marriasge is holy,

and that the marriage tie cannot be broken, But this particular
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marriage which the Chureh had sanctioned ﬁas not holy, never had
been, and no Church could ever make it so. At best it was but a
legaiized immorality of the commerciai sort., But when Anna Kare
enina did iove, and loved with all tne intensity of her person~
8Lity =—w- a personality that gave her power Lo sacrefice everye
taing for her love-~-- society and the Church were defied, Had
society and the Church the first faint giimmer of ethical integ-
rity, ;gegoulﬁ have frownei on the first aliisnce as unholy and
immoral, andtggywould have sanctioned the iove which grew out of
a feliowship tinged witih the iight of spirituaiity. But both
society and xﬁkﬁx Church had upheid tne immoral marriage, and
were the gulity parties in the ruination of Anna Karenina, I do
not find this in the story. For .nna Karinena he could see only
the obiivion and ignominy of siicide, and for her iover, oniy the

escape into exile, Ethies and experience of human 1ife demand

the triumph of a spiritual iove over the conventional sordid &

bargain, Butl the story not onliy »piciures the conditions in which

AN

he lived, but it mirrors the condition of his wwn inner liife,

He ruestions, he analyses, he dissects., He iays bear the whole

organism of society for us to gaze upon. Its vicious and abused
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vailues stand out ciegr, bugddbgﬁ not show-une ezsentia, integrie
ty that is in and beneath it all, He does not show it because he
does not see it, He presents the conditions, the anguisk , the
environment of Anna Karenina, but he does not present her soul of
goodness that is buried beneath the false vaiues of her environ-
ment. He does not present it bhecause he does not XRRxXXX know it
any more than he knows his own soul, Up to this point in his life
he had bored his way down through the surface of things , but he
had not touched the heart iLife that makes the forms , and,when
they are outgrown , casts them aside and makes new ones . He
could see no\ good in liiving. Even the sight of his family kxmm
brought to him only the most desnerate thoughts, " My family,®I
said to myseif, ™ put a family,-- a wife and children, are also
human beings, and subject to the same conditlons 7s myself : they
must either be living in a lie, or they must see the terrible %k :
truta. Vhy should they live 7 Vhy shouid I love them, care for
them , bring them up and watch over them ? To bring them to the
desnair which filis myself, or to make doits of them 7 As I iove
them, I cannot conceal frog?%%e trutn ~-- every step they take

A

in knowiedge leadsm them to it, and the truth 1s death.,"
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Such is Toistoy during this period‘ It itakes a man of
courage to follow the lead of his doubting mind to the very liime
it of doubt; to #e doubting the vaiue of 1life itself, Such was »
he as he approached the great crisis of his 1ife, when the light
of hope broke through the clouds of his despair,

during the year 1884, when Tolstoy was 56 years old, came
the change which introduces us to the lasi period of his iife,
This great cnange came upon him in such a way as to effect, as
he says , an instantaﬁeous removal of ali that had hidden tne m
meaning of the teaching of Christ from him,'an instantaneous il=-
iumination of iife with a i1ight of truth, The illiuminating idea
which came to him in this turbid state , and precipitated the =
cloudy doubt, was the doctrine of Non=resistance., "Resist not
Evil" . To the writers of the Gospels, "Repent , for the hingdom
of God is at =hut Hand,™ had been the s.iogan., To Tolstoy the sice
gan of truth became,~"Resist not evil.,”™ ™It hath been said unto
you,' An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooths but Isay unto

you,'Resist not evikl. * " This passage Tolstoy took in its

heid literal meaning. He did not attemnt to explialn it awgy @as

b,

a figure of speech as do many to—dsy who wish to be cailed Himek.
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Christians , but have not the moral courage to live the Christ=

jan iife, To nim it bacame the master key that expizined notl on=

ly the teachings of Christ , but aiso tne problem of 1life. For

him it was the iight tnat lighted the world., The darkness and

the gloom disappeared. T8lstoy entered upon & new iife, and with
aposto,l/ic enthusiasm he proceeded to ’gesist not evil™, He

-JO-?IW the dress of the peasant, eats the peasani food, lives theA%
of poverty, and in all sinceriiy consecrat@ himse.l to that xk

which his new truth demanded.

At this point it is worth whiie to recali just how far he
had progressed in his process of emancipation, The social privie
leges of his ciass he had cast aside just as far as he couid X
witnout injustice to the(person&l freé&om of his famiiy. He is
often condemned for the inconsist€@ncy of his iife at this point,
He is not inconsistent. Had he given away al. his properiy (part
of which beionged to his wife and chiidren ) ne wou.d have been
using a pbwer which priviiege had given him. ie woulid have Dbeen
using force to compel his famiiy to adopt his mode of iife. It
was their prerogative to do as they wished, It is unjust to

charge him with insincerity . So far as he had the power)he cast
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aside his class privileges. Ailso he had won his fight for a
clean, wholesome standard of personai morais. He had cast aside
the authority of the Church and ali ideas of supernatural reiig-
ion. AllL the oid dogmas of the Church, the dogma of the divinity
of Christ, tne inspiration of tihe Bibie, the atonement, =-- all
that goes with the old interpretation of iife~- were gone, He
hed discarded tne idea of force’not only in personai iife bui in
the state, War had become to him the very incarnation of evil.
Freed,then, from a.l these old worid vaiues which had been his
heritage, at the age of 56 he begins his new life, & period of
definite,constructive work. He is now srmed with a purpose. He
knows were he stands., The spark of ppirituai vigor‘wnicn had been
buried beneath his heritage now bursss.into fiame, Life takes the
piace of suicide as the end of things. Iie becomes the apostle
Sf.a new movement. He sets himself to the task of DPropaganda

and education. In response peoplie come to him, and ally them=
selves witn him and with his ideals, The cult of Toistoy devel~
opes, His 1ife is organized to conform to his fundamental prine
cipie of nonwresistence. Simplicity becomes the watchwerd.

That power so conspicuously absent in the period
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when he wrote nnna harenlné,asserts itself’, No ionger does he

look upon 1ife as hopeless viciousness, He finds natural dignity
and worth in man, He sees inherent goodness struggling to free
itself rrom its bondage to condition , and to express itséif

in l1ife., All this changed point of view appears clearly in the
great novel written under the impu.se of this period, " The
Resmmrection”, In this book he is as clear, aé merciless, as
keen in presenting the Yimitations of the social order as he was
in his former period. His description of the courts and the
workings of official Russia, the prison system, and the great
3iberian world , simply burns as with fbre ali the hypocricy
about the sanctity of the courts, and the divine right of the
governmenil But in addition tbithat one f'eels the working of a
n#xxpnnxx force which might purge the nation of its evils. This

is new, -~ the product of the crisis.

"The Resurrection™ is the story of a man and a woman. The
gifl Maslova has been left an orphan, &nd is brought up by Xk= |
two kind heafted maiden iadies of weaith, She is trained to be
half noble,.ahd half working-girl. She is filled with ideas that

make it impoésible for her to live the iife of a laboring girl
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with any conteniment. She has notl enough prestige or training

to enter fully into the 1ife of those who had trained her.‘
Withal she is 2 most charming , Who;%squ'e& sort of a girl,
To the house of these maiden ladies whom Maslova lives,
there comes for a visit a nephew, a young army student. The two
fall in love, each touched by the first pure Love of youth. Af-
ter the visit is ended, each goes his own way; the youth to his
army.life; the girl to the iong years in which the memory of this
soul~awakening experience is the one great and sacred thing of .
life, Years pass. The young mén returns, but he is no long#r the
same, The intervening years have destroyed his values of iife. X
He comes now as a thoughtless bassionate sensualiist. He betrays
the innocent girl, and goes his way to the army,
5tili other years pass. The young man has retired from
‘the army service, and settled down to the conventional iife of
men of his ckess. He is drawn to serve on the jury. On the very"
first day of his service a woman appears before the court, charge
ed with murder. She presents on the one hand traces of refinee
ment and nobility, and on the other hand the unmistakeable chare

acteristics of a prostitute. Hakhludﬁbkiahe nobleman in the jury
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box, recognizes the woman as the girl whom he had betrayed years
before. iiot a thought of the incident had occurred to him in x=
years, Now it all fiashes before his mind iike a panorama/ IHe

is stirred by remorse. Through a ciumsy acecident in the court 00
proceedings Maslova is condemned to Siberia for 2 crime of which
she is innocent,

It is a critical moment in Nekhgﬁbff's iife, He resolves
to give up all and make amends for the injury done this'girl. He
will follow her to Siberia. He will care for her and marry her,
Thus he acts, During the iong months when the prisoness are
tramping the'weﬂry miles to the Hell of Russia, he meets a new
kind of people. The prisoners, the poiitica. prisoners, the revs
olutionists he comes to know , and gaiﬁa an insight into their
purposes and hopes, He feels the moral dynamic of their work.

At last the journey is ended. With it comes a pardon RxmmxKaxim-
for Maslova from St, Petersburg. The sentfince has been partiy =
comnuted. She is free to marry xexa;éofr, if she will.

But the climax of the story is noit mXkXmmx to be reach-
ed without a revival for Neknigoff of the atmosphere and charm

of the old cuitured 1life which he had ieft behind. He has to vise
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it the house of the @overnor of the prévince. Is invited to dine
ner, iere he finds all the beauty, éharm, gracé, and smoothness
of wealith and privilege. Longings for the old iife values/ puri.
fied as he finds them heré, rush through him, It is a serious
situation for him, Under the impulse of his first great remorse
he had determined to merry liaslova. Juring the intervening time
he had been 1living under the subtle infiuence of the caravan of
prisoners, ha'had been buoyed up by the thought that at last he
was doing a noble deed, was able to make a great sacréfice. To
him the marriage was to be a great sacréfice, an atonement for

& great wrong to an innocent woman, Just at the very moment when
the realigation of the sacrifice was possible, comes this dinner
with its atmosphere of culture, refinement, its soothing musiec,
its stimulating conversation. To make the situation even more
alluring he is touched by the bright)wholasome?dcmastic spirit
in the person of the Governor's daughter. She and her two chiids
ren in the little good-night seene stir in him the itonging for
& home and family. Purified by his troubies he sees it all in =a
new light, and is stirred to the very depths of his nature.

From this home of refinement and privilege he is called
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to an appointment with llasiova at tine prison . There hg i'inds
dirt, confusion, poveriy, ugliiness, hidious diséase, and death.
Such a marked contrast strikes home . <o Nekhludoff is not
wholly disappointed when he learns from Maslovn that she will »
not marry him even though he wishes it. This is the great scene
in the book . The great soul of lasiove , brutally wronged by X
the man whom she loves, and has loved since their first meeting
in the innocence of youth, rises to the height of the sub.iime
when she refuses to merry him because she does not wish to bring
to him the shame of her former 1ife, a shame for which he was
resnonsible.

Their pathes divide again ., i&slovagoes on to share in

i

the 1ife of the exlled revolutionists, whiie Nekhludoff returns
to his comfortable hotel for a long fiﬁal struggle with himself
and the world. lle is in the midst of perplexity and mental con=
fusion, &s 1s indicated by the incident that might aimost be
termed & "special dispensation” , foriune favors him. It hap=
nened that during his visit at tne prison a reiigious fanatic
had given him & copy of the New Testament, it this moment of

desnadr in the face of his problems, he casually nicks un the
hook and
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pegins to read at random. In this chance act comes tne iignt sand

reiief that he sought. Ile sees the meaning of Life now, and the
panacea for ai. his perplexities, The xey to the situation is
mion~Resistance of Evil.™ The great crisis has come, @&nd ne enw
ters the peace of a new hnope, and the joy oi & new task.

one feels here a force that was iacking in“inna Karenina?
Instead of suicide for the moman, we have exile with the revoliu~
tionists, and a great work opening up for nher in the nope of the
emancipation of mankind. Instead of obiivion in exiie for thne
man we sSee the ciear cut out¢1ne of 2 new ideal reveaieu to him,
Death has given way to iife, an@\nogé gg/despaig Conviction and
faith na{ taken the place of doubt: Life is not only worth iiving
but it caiis to a great duty.

of course this is the picture of Toistoy's own develope=

ment. That is the very provess which he himself had been through,

i
2

It is the fruit of the crisis in his 1ife and the dynamic of the
work for education, the agitation for peace, ine motive of bis
picturesque iife,=~-- and the secret of his tragic death,

Why in the face of such a glorious consumation should his

Lire be caiied a tragedy ¢ What more cou.d be asked Y Had he not
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conquered in all his eonfiicts? Had he not risen victorious over
all his temptations ¥ Had he not purchased freedom with a great
price,? The story of'%ne Resurrection\;nds with this searching
remark,~-" RimmxnXsx How this new period of his iife will end
time aione will tell.™ Time has toid. One must feel that the %k
tragic episode of Tolstoy's death was but a jast desplrate at=
tempt , perhaps the attempt of delirium, to eméncipate himself
from the tradition mfxkisxiikwkk into which he had been born, and
into the purified forms of which he had settied down in the last
period of his 1ife. Like the century in which he iived,he did not
know the profoundliy revoiutionary character of the changes that
were going on within and about him, In spite of the effort to Xze
free himself from the bondage of his bhirth end times, he had suee
ceeded only in changing the forms of his life g The fundamental
Sknktstan sumadd i sine. IS abitiisl Bale B whadb
ed from the brutal mmmaxzkx aristocracy of his country, to a sort
of an etherealmxigaxzhx oligarchy of great souls. " The Govern=
ment in which I beliieve is that which is based on the mere moral
sanction of zemakxxww¥x mefi. Buddha, lloses, "late, Socrates,

Christ , Schaupenhauer are to me the real sovereigns, for they
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ruie not by force of armies and money, but by moral authority,
Just as 1 hate a hereditary potentate, so do I hate a cheap par«
iiment,” He discarded mx the sovereignty of the Czar only to
swear his allegiance to the sovereignty of a dead Moses, Flato,
Socrates, or Christ. Iiis ideal 1s » nurified eoristocracy. There
is no chonge in principle. In his socinrl relations he cast away
as evil the dishinguishiﬁg marks of his caste, but with unconscie
~ ous adher§;ce to the very principle which gave him the forms, he
sdopts the outward marks of the pessant class, Yet In spite of
the cliething he wore, the food he ate, and ihe noverty he adopta-.

ed, Tolstoy was not a peasant, and clothing could not make him |
one. Generntions of prlivilege stend hetween them.Here ©galn was

a change in forms , not in fundamental principlies. In precisely

the same way he discarded the dognmas of-the Cthodox Church only

to replace them with the dogma of noneresistance, EXRRYXRXEXRR
exXkexRaxxtexRigxaXpRRYeNR® This new dogma he accepted not as the

1iving fruit of his experience, but as the authoritative utter#é- ‘
ance of another, He changed the forms of his reiigious thought

system, but clung to the principie of authority.

! h
In the ciosing chapier of Jhe Resurrection Nekhiufoff
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_faces two nosnibilities. On the one side he might revert to the

iife of privilege with its charm, iis cuiiure and refinement. To
be sure it would be a purified privilege, made beautiful and al-
luring by the living faith in a new dogamm, but privilege never=-
theless, whose very existfince, whose very ndvaniages rested on
the old éringiple of elass and authority. On ihsvother side he
might cast all that behind him, and go forward te the rough,
tumituous 1lire of the revoiutionists , strong in the faith that
the universe honers their dresm of justice, "nd will reward
their faith. Tolstoy faced the same possibliities. He turned to

a purifisd, and , in many ways , satisfaciory rform of the iife

of privilege. This new .ife was sufficient.iy uncon-
ventional te give it the charm of ro ance , and throw about it
the ecoloring of the neroliec, but it was still within the pale of
the prinnipigfaxternH; apthePity. He did not see that a vast
chasm of difference in fundemental prineciples divided these two
possibiiities. The impulse of Nekhiudoff , the humsn, responded
to the ethiesli dynamic of the reveoliutionisis, but the subtie in-
fiuence of the elass vaiues and prineipies, into which he had X

been born heid him in its grip. Lo also with Tolstey. Even when

R T T e i P G vas—
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Tolstoy saw the iignt of hope shining for aim in the doctrine
)

of non=-resgysténce, he was stilli in bondage, though the binding
chains were covered by the soft sootning wrappings of a new
dogma. But the universalixx life spirit is not incarnated eter~
nalliy in any system of dogma. It iives rather in the daring faifh
of the eternaliy revolutionary spirit of men, The greatness of
Tolstoy is not in his doctrine of nonmresistéhce, not in his
wearing the peasant's garb, or iiving on peasant food, His great=
ness is in his courage as a doubter, in the relentless probing
of the iife vaiues which he found in his worid. It is in the
ethical dgnamic of his iife. The tragedy of his iife is in the
fsct that the freedom for which he sought, he never found, Zven
the price of ail his acute sufferings couid not breax the bond=
age of his heritage, and purchase for him immunity from tae
Lurxing fear hidden beneath the cliosing sentence of,ﬁhe Resur=
rection. M Tow this new period of his life wili end smiyxiius
time Aailone wilil tell. Always the subtle suspicion that these

new forms,which he had adopted, coudid not.command his final alim
iegiance, hovered about nim, bringing him those days of remorse,

He never reached the soirid ground of & whoie soulied faith, uniess

=

-

4§



_perchence it was in the iast few hours before his death,

But the tragedy of his 1ife is the tragedy of the'century
in which he l1ived, 1 wonder if we begin io realize ithe extent to
which we are actors in that same tragedy. Ve live in the midst
of the turmoil and stress of changing vaiues, Do we reaiize what
the issues are 7 It is not a2 question of a new political piatfom

to supplant the outworn ones ; it is not a question of new pekite

religious doctrines to repiace the old dogmas ; it is not 2 ques

tion of new social customs, of new forms of philanthropy, or a
more just distribution of wealth, or an increasing wage, or
greater respect for the law, We are in the midst of a great reve
olution which not merely touches the forms, the institutions,

the customs and habits of men, but is reaching to the very deptis

.of human 1life. It is working at the foundation principles of the

social erder, 0l1ld values are disappearing. New values are coming
into being. With & faith in the integrity of the Universe that is
infinitely greater than the faith that man has ever had in his

gods, we are trusting to the great adventure of a new heaven &and
2 new earth, The tragedy of Toistoy Egyalso be ours, %Thisu is a
a great adventure, <
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