Abigail Adams makes a suggestion and
Brooks Adams asks a question,
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The late Albert E. Pillsbury bequeathed aertain funds to
Harverd University and other 1nstitutiona of learning with

the stipulation that the income of said funds be used to combat
the teminist movement. Not only Harvard Univarsity, but Columbia

as well refused to accept the funds under._the conditions stated.
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Agein according to the terms of the laﬂtheau funds, rejected

by the universities , haiy now passed to the Margesret Pillsbury
Hospital of Concord, N,H, to be used for its maintainance and
work, One gets a chuckle of amusement in recalling the fact that
the Margaret Pillsbury Hospital is largely and primarily the
prodggtjggtareats and labor of wnmen,~gad in a degree an ex~
pression of that feminist movement that Albert Pillsbusy sought
%o have combated. Yet the incident illustrates the way in which

both our personal and social aspirationshummms become involved

with complicating forces and prejudices that confuse us and

often defeat the very ends we sekk to realize,
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A few years ago the Survey Magazine published an article

in which was set forth the thesis , based on a rather searthing
investigation, that there exists along the Atlantic seaboard
an area within which the forces of social disintegration are
»going on with sueh rapidilty as to threaten seriously the soc=-
}ial stability of that region and to imperil the whole fabric of
:nnr society, It was polnted out that this area, beginning at
Boston, running along the congested industrial and commercial
'éenters through‘ New York ,PPhiladelphia and on %o Washington
for its existance
'was not a self sustaining society but depended/upon its ability
'to draw into its swirling life the wealth of men and material
mxmackek produced under more wholesome and normal conditions,
$o such an extent had this congestion gone on, and so excessive
had been the development of anti-social forces within the area
ﬁhat a process of social disintegration of major proportions
was under way. To put it in other words this area whiech has been
not only the product bnt in many ways the very essense oft the

industraal development of the past century hag essentially a



ﬁigarasitia society. lot ai&ganiza food and its means of physical
giexistance have been drawn from the more remote sestions, but
éfalsa its constructive man power, its industrial and its politica i
}fand commercial leadership has been recruited from the outside, |
; Thé story of the small—town lad end the boy from the farm making
; good in the great eity, is but an illustration of this constant

i drain upon the resources of society to meintain the semblance

; of stability in an area where the process of disintegration had

; already set imn,

» That this process thus described several years ago as

| operating within a limited area has been going on in every con-

E gested region seems for the moment at least to be true, How far-
; reaching the change through which we are now passing may be,mx
ﬁ\ane hesitates to guess. Some of our tired sauls will Bell us

| that not only are our industrial and commercial machines at a

| pract aﬁéaftandstili; but our political machinery has broken

f ﬁg“ﬁ{ ihey point to our bankrupt cities and towns; our municipal

. corruption j; our staggering burdens of taxation; our lack of
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intalligent and courageous political and soecial leadership; and

;gaay »" Sueh are the fruits of democracy and our industrial
;édaVGlapmsnt." Not are they broken and disintegrating, but they
§§have carried down with them the machinery for the administra-
;gtion of justice ; and the forces of religion and culture, We
ia@e not only in a depression, but we have come to the end Bf
ian era?
f VWithout debating the aceuracy of such statements , they
eertainly demand of us & candid and , if possible, -and unpre jué
gdisad gonsideration of some of the forces and accepted values
fthat have been dominant during the past hundred years. About
E"fme year ago in discussing this general situation with ome of
tha wiaeat men I have known, we came upon the question as to
what,fram the point of view of religion, ought and should be
éona in such a period. Being a man of great learning,insight
 and understanding, he bruaheaagiiz all the secondary considera=-
ftionn, and, like one preparing for a journey of exploration

|in undiscovered lands, =m8 selooted what he regarded as the



=B
as fundamental., "From the point of view of religion" said he,

there are two points whege a definite stand

mnst be taken; and then bide the time when the historical pro-
eessas work out their exeessef)and essentdhl values ra—assert
thamaelvss.xtut
’i First., It is important to xmumxmwixths take & positive
iatand on the nature and character of man,~ of human nature,
’;“ reassertion of iﬁs intellectual and moral character, §Msajua
‘raspansibiiity for perceiving and maintaining standards of
E:valuea, and directing the social porcesses,
;; éeaonéﬁ A similar stand must be teken on the quality
?gand character of the home and family relations, Those who
| see ¥ purposbve significance bensath the institutions of
%fdamsatic relations, must reaffirm the We® essential value of
| high stendards and by the sheer power of their insight and
| £1delity continue to leqd the way towards sssdd highe! type
| of family and home life,
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That is a startling declaration, To brush aside as of second=-

ary importance all the social institutions that we have cre-
ated and the problems that we face ; and o affirm that our two
greatest needs are people of ability plus a sense of responsibile
ity and an unquestioned intagrity d family conditions where
sueh qualities avre nurtugza ;ggﬁpﬁegf;QSby implication the saarahﬁé
ing character of the period, and compeld us o ask whether or not |
the things that we concerned with involve qualities that promise
survivel in the struggle for existance, |

The second declaration about the integrity of the family
and the quality of the home and its bearing on the general condi- |

particularly interested me

tion of the soelal order/because for some time I had been trying

to fit together two impressive statements mmmmx¥hethat reading
ie

had brought to my attention. The one max & suggestion made by

Abigeil Adams to John Adems in the year 1776, The other is

? iritieism of the feminist movement made by Brooks Adame in
919,

Let me introduce here a generalization whieh I believe to be
substantlially true, and which has a bearing on the theme
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-SiGiasbiveme- under consideration at the moment$, My belief is that

in the baek ground of that political movement which registered
in the establishment of the United States there are social and
philosophieal implications that have by no means worked theme
selves out inte the realities of organization and conduct., My
belief is that we have still much more to learn from that pere
iod than we have yet imagined., To be specific I belleve that
more and more we shall study to our great advantage and enlighte
enment the charaeter , methods and purposes of that stalwart |

old revolutionist John Adems , and the courageous a persistant

son, John Quincy Adams, As a nation we have not yet begun %o
appreciate the significane of the spirit of 76, ihe forces and
thoughts that were emerging in the siream of history at that
time, Not only were new ideas eﬂneérnius governmeni stirring
in the minds of 1776, but also new ideas concerning religion
and morals as well, Charles and Mary Beard in "The Rise of
American Civilization" call attention to this fact. "When the

erisis of the American Revolution came, Jefferson, Paine,
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s John Adams, Washington, Franklin, Madison, and many lesser

lights were to be reckoned among either the Unitarians or the
Deists, It was not Cotton Mather's God to whom the author of
the declaraction of independence appealed, it was to nature's
God, From whatever source derived, the effect of both Unitar-
ianism eand Deism was to hastem the retirement of Historie
theology fram its emoire over the indellect of American leaders,
and to clear the aimosphere for secular interests."

Beyond both the politieal and the raligioua ~philogophi=
cal ideas there were emerging others, destined to have a pro-
found étfeat upon American history, Experience in the new world
was bringing its first great harvess.

In order that the significance of Abigail Adams declara-

tion of 1776 may appear more clearly, let %o take a moment or

two to picture its setting. Abigail Smith was‘bwrn in 1724,
daughter of Parson Smith of Weymouth and Elixabath Quincey .
That gave her an almost sacrosacnt family tradition ., She was
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of the established order., Not many could call Colonel John

Quinecey Grandfather, or find themselves at home in suech influ-
ential households., But by the time Abigail was eighteen she
had a”bparﬁ&in the person of one John Adems, son of a respect-
able but nevertheless ordinary farmer and shoemaker, To be sure

John had graduated from Harvard College, but he had committed

the great social error of choosing the law for his profession

instead of the more influential and socially acceptable pro-

fession of the ministry., There was objection on social grounds

to the marriage. But the spirit of 76 was running in Ablgail
Smith's veins, and she had something to say about whom she was

going to Marry and why., Thus 1% happened that on October 25,

1764, all the Nortions, and Quinceys and the Smiths assembled
to see Mary Smith married to John Adams, son of a fermer and

a lawyer. Abigail's father preached the marrisge sermon on the
text, "For John Came neither eating bread nor drinking wine,
yet ye say he hath a devil,"

Then came her growing wisdem and expanding responsi-
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bilities of married life, Four Children were born; part of
the time they lived in Boston where John Adams earned the re-
putation as a lawyer and as one of the most reliable, keen-
minded , courageous young men among those in the coloany who
were becoming identified with the revolutionary spirit,

’Abigail not only learned to care for her children, %o
care for the household, to spin and to weave; to share with
her hunband in the growing revolt ; to meet the obligations
of her social life; but she had Mie- learned to manage the farm;
to direct the men who worked it and supervise the finances
of the farm and thevho&83§e khaﬁ,aa public affairs demanded
the attention of the farmer-lawyer, and took him away for
| weeks at a time, Abigail Eeeama the general manager, Perhaps
a her spirit towards all these obligations that fell upon hex
John Adamsis well illustrated by her charge to him to take as
good care of himself as is consistant with his publie obli-
gations, It may be that right here in this charge of Abigail
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Adans to John to take as good care of himself as is consistant

; with his publiec a@&;gatians that we discover the secret of that
? heroic struggle which both John Adems and John Quincey Adams

| waged against the predatpry instincts of Syate Street and

the equally predatoqy hoardes that wer;uzgzﬁgta governmental

? power with Andrew Jackson. There is a vast difference between g
a rugged and responsible individuslism, and a ruggedly acgui- 1
ﬂiﬁivﬁlinaividualimn. The one says, "Take good ¢are of yaurself."é
the other says,"Take as good care of yourself as is consistant |
with your publie obligations."

; The time of orisis was at hand, The incident at Lexington

| and Concord ; the struggle at Bunker Hill and the death of

| Warren ; the trenches at Dorchester Heights , manned by raw

% tropps; the evacuation of Boston by the Brittish who had left

!’fer parts unknownr had become events of history; Ablgail wes |

| running the farm, attending to business, keeping John informed |

. eoncerning all things politicsl and military going on at hams,@vnig-
anxiously waiting the news as she pondersd on the great revolt %
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they were contemplating. John Adams was in Philadelphia. The

play of persons and forces out of which was to come the declar-
tion of independence was in full swing amid the sweltering heat
and discomforts of that city. "Great things" John had written,
"here were on the tapis,"

From this same household wkmrmxikkzakixkmidt out of which
was emerginghmr heresy in politics and religion, heresies in
which , apparently, Abigail shared with John to the full limit
both in understending and support, there was sent this letter
in 1776 from Abigail to John. I believe it entitles Abigail
Adams to the honor of being the first or among the first of
the feminists in this country.
| She says,- " I long to hear that you have declared for
TA independency. And, by the way, in the new code of laws which
I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I desire that
¥EREW® you would remember the ladies and be more generous énd
favorable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlime

ited power into the hands of the husbands, Reﬁember, all men
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would be tyrants if they could. If particular care and attention

is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to forment a rebel-
lion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any lawe in which we
have not voice and representation,

"That your sex are naturally tyrannical is a truth so "
thoroughly established as %o adm;t of neo dispute ; but such
of you as wish to be happy willingly glive up the harsh title
of master for the more tender and endearing one of friend ,
5( John always addressed Abigail in letters as Ny dearest
Friend) Why, thenm , not put it out of the power of the vicious
and lawless to use us with eruelty and indignity with impunity 2
Men of sense in all ages abhor those customs which treat us only
as the vassals of your sex ; regard us then as beings placed by
ZPravidenae under your protection, and in imitation of the "Sum
E@rame Being make use of that power only for our happiness,.”
§ That 1s a remarkable letter. More than a century and

@ half have passed since it was written. Its main suggestions

|are sound and grow as naturally oull of the spirit of 76 as daid
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the declaraction of independence itself, In that letter also

gpeaks as fine a quality of womanhood as ever cared for &
¢hild or preslded over a household.

The reply of John Adams is equally interesting , partly
because of its dilsclosure of the intimate and hunorous frandk-

ness that characterized their letters ; and partly because it

b
Lerro B the difficulties that her suggestion would meet with

in its journey through the years ahead,

® T cannot but laugh. We have been told that our strug-
glex has loosened the bonds of govermment everywhere ; that
children and apprentices were disobedient ; that sehools and
colleges were grown turbulent ; that Indians sllighted thelr
guardians, and Hanrew insolent- to their masters, but your

letter is the first intimation that another tribe, more numerous

and powerful than all the rest, were grown dbscontented, This

is rather too coarse a compliment, bubt you are so sauey , I
won't blot it out. Depend upon it we know better than to re-

peal our masculine systems. Although they are in full force,

]

i



you know they are 15ttle more than theory. We dare not exert

our power to its full lattitude. We are obliged to go fair and
softly , and , in practise, you know we are the subjects. Ve
have only the name of masters, and rather than give this up.
which would completely subject us to the despotism gg?pamtip
coat® , I hope General Washington and all our brave heroes w
would fight'; I am sure every good politician would plot as
long as he would sgeinst despotism, empire, monarchy, aristoc-

racy, and oclocracy . A fine story indeed § I begin to think

the ministry as deep as they are wicked. After stirring up torie |

ies, land jobbers, trimmers, bigots, canadians, Indians, Negroes |

, Honoverians, Hessians, Irish Romen Catholies, Scoteh Renega~
does, they have at last stimulated the ladies to demand new
privileges and threaten to rebel."

Sueh a delicious letter, and yét hawveharaaﬁeristio of
John Adems insight., So muoh then for Ablgail Adems suggestion,
Tts growth and development into one of the major phases of mo=

dern life need not detain us. Thosse whon have shared in its
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Lpregress equally with thoﬁﬁ who hazf feared its dangers are now
ﬁoenaarned in its ewedmmbben, We jump the years to 1919, when

Brooks Adems, descendent of Abigail comes forward wiht his

eriticism and judgement of what he calls the feminint movment

i
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| of our times, It is of interest not alone because it comes from

' descendent of Abigail Adams but also because it fxxExEEENkN
%emarges from one of the most significant straing in American

%history, a strain of thought and a standard of disinteredtedness
?te which we must return from our prodigal journey of ruggedly

anquiaitivn individualisnm,
' In that remarkable book, The Degredation of B@maaratin

Bagmn, in whiech Henry Adams sets forth a Philosophy of History,
jBraoks Adams writes an introduction unéar the heading of "The
éﬁﬁritaga of Henry Adams," In this Hemmwry Introduetion, Brooks

Adams , in speaking oh Henry Adems attitude towards the Reforme

iatien » Says ,~ "He found the 'Reformation most antagonistic,
%@hietly s I think, because of the Puritan attack on women; for



it was during the rafaxmatingégﬁat the Virgin was dethroned, and
according to his theory , I take 1%, that the degredation of
woman DegaN. ssesss NOW a8 & lawyer and a historian , I insist
that society as an organism has little or no interest in wone
an's reason. but its very existance is bound up in her instincts.
Intellectually , woman's reason has been & matter of indiffer=
enoce %o men. As an intellectual competitor she has never been |
f@gmiéable ; but maternity is a monopoly . It is the passionate
instinet whieh is the cause and the effect of maternity, and
wh&eh enables women to serve their great purpose as the cement

1 of society. As an intellectual being, as the modern feminist
would meke her, she has only the importance of a aegraéad boy,
though she is far more dangerous %o soeiety than such a boy
‘would be, who would be relatively harmless. " Tage 112,

B guperficially it seems astounding that Brooks Adems

a descendent of Abigail , the feminist , should utter such a
statement. It was a poser for me who hadm given a good share

of my time and my whole hearted endorsenent of thr suifrage
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movement, and woman's rights., Searching as the staement is I
hasten to add another much more vigorous and positive, less
a philosophie generalization ,,and more nlasely related to
actuality. In the year 1919, reviewing the affairs of the

~world from the point of view of a philosophy, and with an al-

most uncanny insight into the political and social outlook of

the western world mxikexysxexk@#i® he presents the serious site-
vation involved as the peace settlement seems to have baf%gken
out of the fimkd mfxiim hands of politival muthorities , and
to have passed into the hands of moneyed interests, Thg“he goes
on to say," "And yet, serious as this situation may appear to
be in the light of the present unstable social equilibrium, it

is naught beside the terrors which threatens our soclety, as

at present organized, by the unsexing of women, Since the great

industrial capitalistic movement began throughout the modern
warlé-tewaré 1830, the modern feminist has sought to put the
woman upon a basis of legal equality at whieh she would be
enabled , as 1t was thought to become the economioc aampétitor



| of man, At length , after nearly a centyry, and as one of the

effects of the recent war, she seems to have succeeded in her

| ambition., So far as possible the great sexual instinct has
been weakened or suppressed. so far as is possible it is now

| ignored systematically in our education, Woman is ashamed of her

sex and imitates the man, And the resultes are manifest enough
‘gﬁé alarm the most optimisite and eonfiding., The effect has been
?gto tuen enormous numbers of wumen into the ranks of the lower-

?épaiﬁalassea of labor, but,far worse, in substance , to destroy
§§the influence of owmen in modern civilization, save in so far
éag her enfranchisement tends to degrade the democratioclevel of
iintalligenae. The woman, as the cement of society, the head of
ithe family, and thecenter of cohesian , has , for all intents
%anﬁ purposes ceased to exist. She has become a wondering iso~-
latad unit, rather a dbspersive shan a collective force,"
% , " Alraady the working of the poison is apparent in our
syat&m of lew, and it is appalling, The family prineiple has

ﬂaaeay@é until, as a legal conception , it has ceased to exist,
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;Tha father has no authority, the wife is absolutely independ-

ient and so are ‘the children, save so far as the state exerts a
;madifiaa contrel, as in the matier of education., The graduated
étax seeks to equalize the earning power of the individual, and
iths inheritance tax confiscates accumulationsto the state, The

iadvaneed feminist claims for the woman the right to develop
iharself according %o her own will, She may decline to bear
ehilﬂren, or , if she consents, she is to bear them to whom
shs may ah@aa&. If so, the state must regulate such matters,
ané the women must be required to serve the &tate by beering
§chilaran as man se#ves the state in the army. The state must
gasaume the education and cost of ehildren, when so bcrn, and
;mmat subsequently employ them at an average wage, all thus be-
iing put on an equality, Sueh is the manifest direction xn x
which the efforts of our advanced feminists tend,"

| Thus Brooks Adems viewed the situation in 1919, We k&
‘blink our eyes as we read, and wonder just what can be the mate

ter with hm] and fust what he 3 trvine +a aosr frma Laseude vl e db
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Just what he does say has to do with the actual facts and forces

| at play in the year 1932, Again we ask , How could a descend-
é ent of Abigail Adams get so far off the %ragk, and be so blind
to the progress and improvment in women and in the status of
§ Wﬁmﬁﬁ shnee 1776,

| We can paint a picture quite diffenent in tone and
»ealaw,u the picture of the educated woman ; the picture of the
intelligent wife and mother, broad-minded, interested in all
cultural and public affairs j; charming companions of their

| husbands ; fine and understanding friends of their healthy and
| robust children ; well ve#sed in the affairs of state; capable
in an emergency, of taking over the economic burdens of the
family ; in short , all round women qf_gbility and integrify@»
 Just the sort of a woman that Abigeil Adems was, and living
fﬁnﬁew conditions more or less like the conditions that she
 suggested as desireable in her letter to John Adems in 1776,
That also is part of the_pietnrc. There has been and there still
is a majestic power and quality to the woman movement,
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facts by pointing out the acheivments owq&a%in wtﬁ Fis apd o ot
sciences as well as in the industrial warlgﬂ&ﬁppre still remains

too much of Adams® statement of 1919 that fits into the piecture

of our social disturbances of 1932 to permit us to pass 1% by

with and shrugg of the shoulder as the by product of & burned

soul. The trend and tone of much of the popular literature |
of the past fifteen years ; the returns from the divoree eaurtsgg
the precccupation of many with new codes of morals ; experiments |
in domestie relations ; and a multitude of ineidents register-

ed not only in the tabloids but in the more conventional jour-

nals of opinion jare just such facts and tendencies as Brooks

Adams ocould point %o and say, " I %old you so ," The over=

shaddowing of the home by the state in Rhe Russian experiment H
‘the same tendeney in this country, especially as it is revealed
in matters of health and education; and in the weak spots dis-

elosed under the pressure of the depression point in the same ‘

direction. Or one might point to the many excessive fads and §



|
| ~8eB-
foibles of social life ; the restless and hectie searxh for
éthrilla and pleasure, The attitude here referred to is well
§exprassa& by Katherine Brush in one of the popular journals

|of the day,=- Writing under the title "I refuse to take life
‘seriously,”Sshe saya’People who take Xifwxmrkmuxiy mEEEIxEE
znxtnza&;x 1ife seriously take marriege seriously , In point of
raat I'm inelined to believe that marriages taken lightly are

gmare liable %o las®; chains orn loose are not so irksome . to

Etake marriage seriously is to expeect too much of it. We do bete
%tar Yo realize that the institution 1s man- made, not divine,

éthat husbands and wives are human being,not angels.”

i "The people who take life seriously believe that it

?ia importent to check over their bank é#a%ammnss, to retire
aaarly and rise early, to remember , in talling en# anecdote ,
iwhether it happaaaé on Tuesday or on Wednesday. To my mind
ét@ese things and other things like themjsare pifflingly unimpor-
étaat y even silly . Who cares whether it happened Tuesday or

éﬁmﬁn&aﬁay ? Why should anybodm check over bank statements ?
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The bank is always right and I can prove it., I may sound flip-

pant, but I aim quite in emnmedt earnest. As for early rising
and early retiring, the first is not so bad if it follows the
second, but the second is impossible, Most of the really ex-cit-
ing people I have ever known, I have known after ten o'eclock in
 the evening. And most of the really dramatic things I have seen,
I've seen by artificial light. The mask of humenity slips a
little at night, as at no other time, In the deytime we are
all bisque.

"To live the moment joyously-=- surely this is wisdom,
To feel that the world is grand and glamorous, and lovely, and
existance in it a thrill to be thankful for",
i That is an interesting point of view, "Exciting people"; |
%g dramatic +things" j"artifieial light"; to live the moment joy-
ously2;"thrill to be thankful forv., It has its appeal j meny
try 1% ; few get very far with it, perchance i1t is the exeess
of this appreach to life that has produced e-oNEIEPVErTTtic™
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the great multitude of whom Walter Lippmen speaks as "The women

who have emancipated themselves from the tyranny of fathers,

husbands,and homes , and with the intermittant but expensive

help of a psychoanalyst, are now enduring liberty as interior
decorators,"

Not even Brooks Adams could write amé more EMEmekim
pungent sentance., The pity is that its fits into the picture.
But just as the bank holds the baianée, and, as Hatherine
Brush says, is elways right, so there is a balance in the
nature of things to which we are held accountable even though
the accounting may be a tragedy. For some time now I have felt
the presense of another tone not only in written opinion, but

in personal conversation, I pick up & man on the road, He tells |

me his story. Hunting for a job, Shoe cutter by trade, Used to

make $38 to 40 per week, Wages now $18,00 per week, if he x
could only get a job, Possibility that his young wife, mother
of four children, oldest five years, youngest 10 months may
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may get a job in the factory where he is refused ; hopes that

?eeanse they want hax, they will take him, Then both together
éay earn almost as much as he earned before. They will hire
gama elderly person to take care of the children, Taking it by
gnd large how near right would brooks Adams be in asserting -
that woman in jmdustry has bees but 4w maﬁs it impossible for
thu husband to earn enough %o maintein a home while she rears
the children, Will the children die off, or will the town or-
#%ate step in to provide for them ? I read in a recent mega=
#ine an anonymous record of a woman who vuluntarily chose a
prateaaienal career; has been auaasssfﬁlg but at fifty the zest
&r life has gone; she finds herself inareasingly isclated from
ghe main eurrents, as if,so %o apeakjshe.ware slowly moving
?ut onto a promontory of existance alone,~ conacious that the
ﬁire strain thet igﬁxﬁzgns has been finding its way into her

: ﬁxxlnxxnx person ends . It is tragic but the balance is exhauste
qﬁ. The memory of a million thrills does not atone,

|
f
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H
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| wTen Years After The Divorce" I would not divorce him?

Eé Anonymous? August Harpers sirikes another strain, and brings
us baek fraéﬁgmmaﬁ of disillusion and discontent, wise with a
wisdom that perchance only & suffering experience can attain,
¥uk "But we could go on together trying to understand each
other, sometimes perhaps succeeding. Always we should wait»:ar
our kmyksixmkx boy's train tégathe&, and together we should do
' what we eouldto meke the life for whichwe are mutually respon-
sible a happy one. Together we should give him the comfortd he
now lacks of happy parents, a comfort which is the tragie,
quietly desparate need of every child,

nif I had it do do over again, I would not divorce my hus=-

band, but this is a faet I should not confess to a single 1iv-

fu ing soul,."
i These anonymous sonfessions that are beginning o appesr,
| linked to & similar strain that finds a mmxd

§§ place in poular literature are not miraculous agcidents. It
§§ was inevitable that they should appear, as inevitable as the
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iraturn of the wild animal to the salt licks, Surely Brooks Adams
§ia right in his emphesis upon the imstinctive monopolistic

%a:mmtar and quality of maternity . For individualy reasons or
| and

jbsaauss of limitations i unavoidable obligations some
wuman may miss the opportunity of domestic relations and respon=
;ﬁibili#ieﬁ.ﬁhdgge instinet of the race , of all living things
Eﬁs back of the sentence ,~ "Together we should give him the

%%amrart he now lacks of happy parents, a comfort which is the

Z%ragia, quietly desparate need of every child." Here and there
individual& may try to thwart it ; may seek thrills; emed careers;
ﬂivarsiena and dram&tic episodes ; even cults may be establishe
fﬁ&, and movements mey be mxmximd started that we may escape from
@ur bondage of child bearing and domestic relations, but the nakel
?a truth is ﬁgg%rgg;kea with the pulse of an unborn race. The
?raed&m that Abigail Adems seught was not a freedom from a

%uncticnal instinet and its obligations, but freedom for its

fullfiliment and escape T4 its perversions,



| The tide has turned ; the confessions of anonymous writers

' will increase. As time goes on the courage to publicly acknowle=
edge a mistake and seek to rectify it will be added unto the

initial fact of recognizing it in seseret. The Hounds of Heaven
I ;
‘gare on the trail.

‘% What the results? Will woman again be chained to the
Eaink and the wash-tub 3 Will she again become the slave of muh é
'man's passionate whime ? Will her excussion into the realms |
of seience, the fine arts, and her acheivments in education

'be forgotten ? That does mot seem %o be the alternative.

The fruits of one hundred anf fifty years in the education and
Eamaaeiyatiaa of woman aiiygéma eontribution to make, While many
difficult and bvaffleing problems loom, it seems some what safe

'ﬁo BEREER meke one or two generalizations,

i The first one would be that , however diffieult it _
may be to attain, the marriage relations will continue to be |

‘rvae inereasingly of the domination of either over the other,
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The difficulties of the adjustment in the marriage relations

are grea%, and challenge the quality of the best of persons,

But as time goes on and we become more naturally the children

| of our modern world, we shall learn that differences and dif-

f ficulties are not the occasion for fight and diverece, but Zmx

thg,aaaaaian for understanding and adjustment, Such under-

at##ﬁing ana adjustment will be the easier because of the son-

tribution which is coming %o the problem by the greater freedom,

the broader experience and better general education of woman,

Added to this is the probability that eeesd there is developing

a grgwing appreciation on the part of both men and women,

that all industrial activities, all arts and sciences, all
PIOVEN e s

aetivitiaa derive their final significane from the contribu-

~tion that thuy may make %o ths eoming ganaratian. The movement

1afin the direction of &e marriage agréowaperativa venture,
Perhaps the danger that threatens here is the extent to whieh
the state may seek to intervene and jjob the venture of its
fﬁil responsibilities and thus curtail the possible richness

1
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%‘the relationship, At the moment the impinging of the state

| upon the individual and the family seems to threatenm. oty el

i

|

In the second place it seems to me probable that just as

| Woman live a freer life, and have a broader understanding of

ar:t‘aira, and seem to be unearthing the deeper implications
ar their funetional monopoly, so they will come to regard their
privilegs as mothers in a much broader anmmaching light,
AJ.;L of Abigail Adams <39 interests were m her life as Wife

;é_&nﬁ mother., "milkemaid, housewife, successful farmer, weaver,

| teacher, wife, mother, and withal when conditions demanded,

she had teken her place beside the Ambassador to Great Britain,
and as first lady of the land." 3 she _.ftaaﬁ entered into the

1 revolutidf and the % interests of the politieal and
aoci&g movements of the times, because they were all apart of
her great and pervasive life work as wife and mather,They were
expressions not only of herself, but of the lives and thefk
nation§ that she and John Adams were bringing to fruition,
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,%t seems clear to me that in 1naraaaing numbars women will see

|their relationships to society, no t so much as opportunitiss

|for exploitation , es chences for a career or an experience,

as expressions of their monopolistic function. It wilihi%imar»
1ly as mothers that they will reach out into the community ,
gan«i cast the welght of the’influence in its development,

In aveasingly » @lsc I believe those women who for various
ﬂmmaeas do not become scetual mothers will bend their influence
linte aesivittes and intersats that will enehls 3e satisfy
vicariocusly the maternal instinet, : ,

In other Words met all the king's horses and all the

king's men cannot divert the human rece from its functional

(¥ Inereasing intelligenee, and deeper experience

warah.
;servag to broaden the foundations, and enrich the relationships

jﬁhat exist between men and wimen as beamers and rearers of childe

ren together,



