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Abigail the Feminist.

ate Mbert E, Pillsbury bequeathed certain funds to

parvard University and other institutions of learning with the

stipulation that she income of said funds be used to combat
the feminist movement, To date both Hapvard University and
Columbia University have refused %o accept the baéusstn 80
conditioned, But this chirious incident serves to introduce us
to mxixmas the consideration of a guestion that has been muech
in evidence of late, Ve are much given in these days to what
is called the evaluation of meny things, We are constantly ev-
aluating demoeracy, philosophy , science and religion, Also

as sundry books and megaxine articles indicate we are engaged

in the process of evaluating that most interesting and indeed

significant movement for which the word feminism is a very

KA




=D
general symbol, It covers the changed and changing status of

women in owr chnaged and chenglng soe¢ial order, What are the gains
and losses and whither are we going ? All sorts of guestions hover
about the fringe. Is there any gain ? Is the present tendency

a8 some assert in the direction of disintegration of domestie

life and the degredation of relations between men and women to

the low plane of casual undisciplined impulse ? or are we scme
what blindly, but neverless mmmuxwixt with a high degree of
integrity and diaaipiinea purpose working our way through to

more wholesome and stable standard of domestic life, and there-
fore , to a more wholesome and stable social order, Sueh are

the questions that are in my mind., For a long time I have wanted
the opportunity of making a suggestion or two on this subject]
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The surveyor in laying aﬁﬁ a road sets his instrument up on
a given spot, carefully adjusts . Then he turns it backward to
scme selected point which he has marked by a pin Qrivun into the
greuﬁﬁ whose location is made visible by a little
red flad tied to the pin, Having thus got his bearings to turns k
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his transit forwerd, to discover where the line of direction that
he has surveyed will land him, whet obstagles he

¢an discover , and how thay may be overcome,
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Therefore I am setting up my treansit on & spot of substante
tial solid ground in the mist of our somewhat confused , end in x
spots swampy soil of domestic relations and the status of wemen

~ in modern scciety. I am %urning thet instrument back upon a

little red flag thet marke the spot where in the year 1776 abigai

Adems drove a pin of historie slgnificance along the roadway
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that we have been surveying in this country for these three hundred
years, That Pin waes planted in Braintree, Mass, xxxzklx:xtx‘ on
the site of the old houses ,
now stneding, one of which was the birthplace of John Adams ,
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second President of the United states, and the other the Wkwkk
house in whieh Abigail gave birth to John Quincey Adems, We might
almost say that Abigeil drove the pin by the front step of that
house from which she bade John Adams god speed on his many Jjounr-
e¥s of danger and hardsiip for the nation to which he contributed
more than we have yet understood,

But before you take a look at that little red flag secure-
ly attached to the pin by the doorstep, let me recall mxfmwxim two

kng important aanaiﬁaratiﬁu&;
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Pirst there is abigail herself,-interesting enough in herm own
right, apert from the light that she may throw on owr problenm,
Leﬁ me commend to your attention the book fram which in the main
1 heve gathered most of my faets, Absgail Adems, the second first
lady by Dorothie Bobbé., I em depending upon the author for facts
but do not hold the author responsible for interpretation,

Abigail was born in 1744, deughter of Parson Smith of
Weymouth and Elizabeth Quincay,That gave her en almost xays

saaraa;;g; family tradition to live up to, Not many could eall
Colonel Quiney Grendpa, or find themselves at liome in such ine
fluential households, But by the time Abigail wes eighteen she
had "spark" in the person on one John Adams, son of a respectable

but nevertheless ordinary farmer. To be sure John had graduated

at Hervard College, but he had comnitted the great social error



-G choosing the law for his frofession
instead of following the more inflﬁanﬁialranﬁ socially acceptable
profession of the ministry, However could the Quniocgs, the Nortons,
the Smiths permit the marriage of one of thelr blood with a young
lawyer, son of a farmer, But Abigail, the feminist,revoliing
youth ## whose veins the spirit of 26 was running, had something
to say ebout the metter. So it happened that in spite of all op=-
pmxutiiux position on the 25th day of Ostober , 1764, the Quineys
the Nortons,theTyngs assembled at Weymouth to listen to the Hare
riage sermon preached by an adoring father as Abigail Thmxudiring
Smith became the wife of John Adams, lowly farmer and dispised
lawyer, The whimsicel and devoted father blessed with a keen
sense of humor, preashed from the fext,- " For John came nui#har
eating bread not drinking wine, yﬁ% ye say 'he Hath a ﬁavil."

By the time Abigail planted her pin in 1776. she had become
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Abby, born ian 1765 j John Qunicmy , bora in 1767, and destined %o

become the sixth President j ¢larles and Thomas, They had lived

for a time in Brattle Square in Boston where John Adams tha
one O

- young lawyer, and Bained for himself reputation of baing/thv

most reliable, keen-minded, courageous young men among those in the
colony who were becoming 1dentified with revolitionary spirit.,
Abigeil had learmed not only te care for the household, %o
spin and to weave; %o share with her husband in the growing re-
volt; to meet the obligations of her social life; but she had also
learned to mange the farm} direct the men who worked it and super=-
vise the finences of the farm and house, so that, as public affew
feirs demanded the attention of the farmer-lawyer, tock him away

for weeks at & time, Abigall became e woman of affairs, Perhaps

‘her spirit and attitude towards all these obligations that fell

upon her, and the wider obligations that fell upon John 1is well
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say,~- " When the erises " of the American Revolution" came ,

Jefferson, paine. John Adams, Wsshington, Franklin, Madison, and
many lesser lights were tc be reckoned smong either the Unitare
lans or the Delste, It was not Cotton Mather's God to wham the
author of the declaration of indeocendence appeaked, 1t was to mxmx
nature's God. From whatever source derived , the effect of both
Uniterianism and Delsm was to hasten the retirement of historic
Theology from its empire over the intellect of imericen Leaders,
and to cleayr the atmosphere for secular interests."

Beyond both the politieal, and the religious qualities
were other soclal i1deas and ideals emerging from the one hundred

and Pifty years of coloniel life. Among them, by no means least,

closely related to both

“%Qtiaax and religious interests, and
destined to profouudly arfﬁatﬁﬁ by the great industrial revolu=-
tion that was alrvedy in p»@ﬂﬁas, was this great problem and
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movement, the chnaged and chaning status of women, and the modifi-

cations upon domestic iife aund soclal institutions, Now affer %
this long and reambling preliminsry, we are about to loock through
the transit and get a piecture of Abigail driving in her pin,

end tieing the little red flag to it,

‘Luxinstan, and Concord, Bumker Hill, the deather of Warrem;|
Dorchester Hbéeghts, had been taken by the raw troops: The Britiish
had evecuated Boston, leaving for parts unknown, John Adems was in
Philedelphia; The play of persons end forces outof which was %o
come the declaration of 1nﬂépenﬁeaa¢ suE wes in full swing amid
the sweltering heat and discomforts of of Philadelphia, Abigail
was running the farm, atiending to business, keeping John informed
concerning all things politicel going on at home., Anxiously she
waited news pondering on the great revolt they were contemplating,
"Great things John had written here were on ke tapis,”
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From the same household out of which already was emerging

hersy in politics end religion, heresies in which Abigail s
shared with Jogn to the full limit both in understanding and

support, there emerged this letter which I am about to quote,

n I long to hear that you bave declared in independency,
And, by the way, in the new code of laws which I sup~

pose it will be necessary for you to meke, I desire
that you would remember the ladies and be more generw
ous and favorable %o them than your ancestors, Do not
put sueh unlimited power into the hands of the husé
bands , Remember, all men would be tyrants if they
could, If particular care and attention is not paid
to the ladies, we are determined to forment a rebele
lion, and will not held auraelfén bound by any lews

in which we have not vpice or representation,
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"That your sex are naturally ¥yrannical is a truth so

thoroughly established as %o admit of no dispute ; but
such of you as wish %o be happy willingly give up the
harsh title of master for the more tender and endear-
ing one of friend,( John slways addressed Abigail in
letters as 'My dearest Friemd') Why , then,not put it
out of the power of the vicious and the lawlese to use
us with eruelty and indignity with impunity % Men of
sense in all agee abhor those customs which treat us
only as the vessals of your sex j regard us then as
beings p&a@@d'by providence under your pretection,and
in imitation of the Supreme Being make use of that
power only for our happiness, "

S0 far as I know that is amdng the first, as it
is emong the clearest and momt forcefull statements of
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bhe woman guestion, or the feminist movement that hes ever been

made, In the century and a half since Abigall sent that letter

on to John Adems in Philadelphia in 1776, hardly a thought has been
uttered upon the whole subject that is not c¢learly stated and éetiQ
nitely implied in that letter, Well that is the pin with its little
red flad that Abigail the feminist drovw bwside the door step of
the little house at Braintree from which she sent forth her husband
to rebel, and from which she sent forth her oldest son tc become
President,

But John adams reply to Abigail was not less interesting
than the letter itself, to get the full flavor of it one must
understend the intimate friendly humorous frankness that charade
terized their letters, One can almost see the smile on his face
as he writes?= g ‘
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"I cemnot but laugh, We have been told that our strug-

gle has loosened the bonds of government everywhere ;
that children and apprentices were discbedient; that

- gchools and colleges were grown turbulent; that Indians

slighted their gusrdiens , and negroes grew insolent

t0 their masters, but your letter was the first intimee
tion that another tribe, more numerous and powerful than
all the rest, were grown discontented, This is rather too
coarse a compliment , but you are so sauey, I won't blot
it out, Depend upon it we know betier than to repeal our
masouline systems, Although they are in full foree , you
know %imk they are little movre than theory, We dare not
exert our power in its fall,latxxtaﬁ@, We are obliged to

go falr and softly , and 1n ‘practise, you know we are

th# subjects, Ve have only the name of mastawtﬁ and rather
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than give xkix up this, which would completely subject

us to the despotism of the petticoat, I hope General
Washington and all our brave herces would fight ;I am
sure every good politicisn would plot as long as he |
would agaminst despotism, empire, monarchy , aristocracy
or oclocrasy. A fine story indeed } I negin to think
the minietry as deep as they are wicked, After stirring
up tories , land-jobbers, trimmers. bigots, Canadians,
Idf4uns, Negroes, Hanoverians, Hessiens, Irish Romen
Catholies, Scotch Renegadoes, they have at last stimue
lated the (ladies) to demand new privileges and threat-
en to rebel,":

How keen was John's insight into the significense and impliecaw

tions of Abigeil's letter, Zumk I cannot take you with the

interesting Abigail through all her years in Inglend, at Washing-



=16~
ton , and then back home, She a strong character, "Thus ends

royal authority in this State, and all the people shall say Amen"
abigail wrote the day after the declaration had been celebrated,
Her instructions for the dress in which she was to meet the king
queen in England were charaeteristic}- Godd quality and sinple.
The main thing that I have been intereeted to suggest Xymk is
that this tumultous chnage in domestie relations, the advent of
woman intom industry, the experiments in moral conventions ere
all part the wear snd tare , the tragidy , and at times the
comidy involved in the chenge of basé from royal authority, to
codes and convietions in which women themselves shall have vai#a.
It was as nadurel and as inevitable thet Abigall Adeams or
some other in whose veins the spirit of 76 flowed should have ut
tered these pentiments as that the colonies themselves should have
voleed the spirit of freedom, Lxumx and declared ihemielves free




from the mother country, and’igz,baakgrauna of European and
oriental tradition, and that the same people should declare
themselves free from the same foreign end royal theology, The

germ of something new, hamih not only in government and religion,
but also in social and domestie relations was emerging from the
soil of experience in this new world., TXXWXEXNEINEINEE S50 far as
1t touched upon the status of woman and domestic relations Abigail
Adams, feminist, gave expression to is not only in the passage
which I have read, but in a long, remarkable, and useful life.

Having in mind Qhat we have seen evelving out of the
past, for a moment let us turn out transitntownrds the unblazed
wilderness through which we must pass on our humen journey., What
lies ahead ; what dangers ; what obstacles ; what signs of a
primised land,
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First having in mind both the deelaration of Abigail, and
the character of her domestie life, plus the tendencies that
one may observe during the past fkx hundred and fifty years,

I am venturing on the suggestion that She conceived of domes~
tic life as based upon & companionship of man and woman equal
before the law, each pledged to the other to share as each is
naturally able in all the acheivments and joys, the def€Bats and
sorrows of life, "We will not be bound by any lews in which we
have no voice or representation,” That is a far cry from the
primitive cobeeption of marriage, so recently set forth in the
Papal encyelical, What is more I venture the suggestion that
most of our turbulent domestic changes, the revolt of both

men and women from unwise, hasty, and often scmewhat sordid

marriage contracts, as witnessed in the divorce court pro-ceedings,



on the one hend, and the often tragiec efferts of adjustment

on the other hend, ere but part of the travail and stain in the
process of our transition from the mmmEEyLIm Qriantgl conception
of marriage in which the woman is held as an obedient slave %o
the will of a master; to the conception of marriage whieh has
been developing in our western wn?la,#k:z naemly that it is a
so-operative venture, a companionship of a men and a womaen in all
the relations of life, ‘

If there is any meaning to history; if there is any mean-
ing to the spirit of 76, which created a new nation, and a new

interpretation of religionm,

i then we are destined to
see increasingly in the fhiture, as we are already witnessing in
 the present, a more complete ﬂxﬁgﬁz establishment of wholesome,
faithful marriages in which man énﬁ woman share together in com
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plete confidene , the common experiences, the common labors and

Joys of 1ife,

Perhaps this is the point where one mey mxzzuxk call at-
tention to a present mxkix denger, and throw out a warning, The
problem of & real adjustment in domestic life is not easy, and
never has been, The undiseiplined power of primitive and fundame
mental instinets is tremendous, Even in the most ideal consuma-
tions of married life there are difficulties of adjustment,--
the problem is not to escape the difficuliies, but to meet them
and &ummounﬁltham honorably .

A% the present time the most threatening danger to do-
mestie relations , both in individual cases, and in society as
a whole arises from the faot that industry has invaded the home
ana in all too many ceses L#tﬁltha home quite barren of any



>80~
constructive and absorbing labor. This imxmemxiiwg has created
a situation that is very difficult of adjustment, One the one hand
it hes sent meny owmen into the industrisl , commercial, and
political world in search of an absorbing oceupation., Some have
found these activities permenently satisfying ; others have found
them the avenue through which they have entered in marriage re=-
lations,~sometimes passing thraugh the tragic procecses of the
divorce courts ; others have fauﬁﬁ these industrial careers but
a blind alley, from which no satisfactory exit has been found,
There are m&ay tragedies bhere :

On the other hand this invasion of the home by industry
has left many a merried woman without a real occupation except
that of killing time and #xx making a business of pleasure seekefm
ing, If the pitiable ccndition of such women were not already



in the physieians office, in the courts of domestic relations;

one would but have to turn to corrent literature, whether fiction
or other to discover how remorseless and logical moral laws mpxm
are in their operation, 1In was inevitable that some one should
point out as Mr, Bernard Shaw did a few days since that the place
to find the woman who will make a companionable wide is not in
\ﬁha centures of idleness a#ﬂ pPleasure, but in offices and places
of business where the common interests deveoped are much nore
permanent and of much deeper éigﬁit&uanaai To-day as i% all ages
the women who permits herslef to be the companion of a men only
in his hours of pleasure and idleness cen mmxmxxkmys but rarely
hope to acheive the satisfactions of a real companionship, In
spite of exceptions in individuasl caaég*.thé«mazn stream of

human history is guided by and made up of those men and womea

who carry the burden of the worlds work. Play , pleasure, hours
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of idleness and relaxation derive their cheif value from the

fact that they are incidental to the days work, The demand of our
‘natures for constructive , creative, and significant activity

is fundemental and in the long run very exacting, In the long run
whether in wgdigek or without the women who becomes of the coum-
panion of manlin his idelss and pleasure, and who herselfl relies
upon that companionship for her satisfactions , is indeed most
pitiable and tragie.

In this whole complex problem of our day this,I am sure ,
ie the most difficult, Instinctively right,I am sure also, is the
tendency that mampmix impels girls to seek occeupation rather
than to idle in house deveid of constructive activities and in-
terests. There are Abibails toOdey as in 76 whose minds are

keen, whose purposes are righ%, and whose courage is manifest,
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From time %o time I hear from the lips of those younger than I
em suggestions of that wisdom , born of fidelity, integrity and
emndor such as Abigail had in marked degree, In the young sbout
us there is still vital that pmeient urge that has carried gen~
eration after generation through the twrmolil of its time into
a new and better era,

But just a suggestion of Ablgail agein for a
elosing ymtm; 'millkmaid, housewife, successful fermer,
| weaver , teacher, wife, mother, and withal when conditions
t = demended she had taken her place beskde the Aumbassador to
| Great Britain, end a firet 1dy of the land, " I believe I
gould gather corn and husk it ; but I should make a poor
figure at dlgsing potetoes," said Abggail.

It was a hard life in some ways that Abigail

hed lived,

pxxin But there is some-



me jestie in John and Ablgail Adame celebrating thelr 50 wedding
anniversary, there is something deeply human and touching in the
ginmplicity of their lives after the long years of aerducus toil;
the old farm house, rether the worse for wsme j Abigail still
mistress of the household ; John puttering around the farm,
reading, writing,visiting with the neighbors, There is a

pEx the olcture of them stending on the proch of the old Stone
¢hurch, after service visiting with the neighbors, inguirbng =gk
for friends , for the absent and the sick; there is someting xuk
There is something genuinely royal in the picture of the old
¢ouple turning away from the neighbors to walk down the road b 3
to their home, %0 enter by the door from he had gone 2o many #imﬂi
on long jourmeys , and leaving the owrld behiad | '
to share in the companionship R age the joys and sorrows of
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a real merried life, an acheivment in domestiec friendliness

and affection , kept holy through years of labor and toil,



