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The Need For A Spirit of Broad Fellowship,

What shall we do with the Heretics 7
The story of Demetrius, the silversmith ag told in the

* 19th Chapter of Acts is the classic tale of heresy hunting,

Never was the case stated more pungently. It deserves
thoughtful reading. Y8t in spite of the wisdom involved in
this story, and almost countless fruitless experiences in
the effort to Suppress heretics and heresies, we still find
oursleves tosday engaged more or less half-heartedly and
Sheepishly in the old method of branding a person as g heretic
and attempting to drlve him from the fold. As g whole we do
not seem to be able to grasp the issue or the principle
involved,

In the year 1900 , Feb. 17, the scholars of the world
gathered gathered in the City of Rome, for the purpose of
dedicating a mornument to Giordsno Bruno. Upon the very spot
Wwhere the mornument was erected, this same Giordmno Bruno
had been burned at the stake on Feb. 17, 1600, because he had

faught certain ideas concerning the Universe, that are now
téught in every publie and private school and college in
imerica, and,so far as T know, in the world. That is really
the essense of this héresy business. Bruno flung back at his
Judges one of those sentences that has become classie,-=

"You pronounce the sentence with greaster fear than I receive
it, perhaps.” ;

That was a very keen remark. The spirit of the heresy

hunter is , at bottoq, the sPirittpf fear and dread, the
spirit of a deadly doubt as to the truthfulness of the




ﬂaﬂ
othodoxy that the heresy hunter would defend, It reveals a

tragioally Taithless soul, -- a person whose belief reste upon
external pxpkx reveletions and teachings. He has no faith
of his wmm own-- he has not seem pod a life whole and freek,
Tle only knows that someone has believed in god, and pre-
seribed a scheme of salvation. If any thing should happen to
destroy his bellef in that particular event, his whole faith
is gone, lle Decomes & soul adrift on the sea of life. He is
£illed with'fear and dread, like a man who has staked his
: whole fortune in some industriel scheme, not his own, but
which he has aecepted on the recommendation of anat&er. He
‘baginﬁ to snspect the integrity of the thing beecause he has
vaean Semeone eriticime it. He Lnows qua;agfﬁafii,%u;ﬁ;,=~f
_ a@peaﬁ wpon what nis frienas tell him. It 4is that attitude
;ﬁf:&read and Tear that is in the background of the heresy hum
/ hunter's mind. Bruno hit at the hesrt of the issue.
//f.‘ v‘-Eﬁﬁge-presenﬁ time we are witnessing en epidenic |

- f&?xA of heresy hunting in 8ll circles of 1ife's interests,-state
7 as well s church are involved,-sducation and industryz as

| Wwell., The immediate case in our minds is the controversy

4 between the Rev. rerey Sticlmey Crant, for 30 years rector
/\» of the Churéh of the Asconsion, New York , and Bishop Menning

0f the Dioce-e of FNew York. This is of public interest for

two reasons. Pirst beceuse it touches upon matters that con-
corn all christian fellowships. Bccond because those concern-
ed have mede i% a pudbliec isene by handling i% throush ﬁhé

news papers. - 4
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Bishop Menning publiely called upon Ilir, ‘Grent either to
recant or resign from his epmimsidpx parish. Anong other

points upon which 4% is elaimed that Ir. Crant holds and

teaches views that are at varisenee with the accepted toachings
of the Church with which he is associated are those of the
Deity of Christ, the Iirmcles, the Apostles Creed, ¢ te..

iz, Grant's views upon these and other points seem %o be those
cormmonly held a large humbers of preechers, teachers and layme
meﬁ in all the Trotestant denominations. There is nothing

alarning ebout them. They were heretical about one hundred

~ years ago, but the time has nearly come for erecting MorNi=-

‘ments in memory of the first heretics thak %18 those views.

The real gg;ngmwgksﬁhntwﬁhn'9§é%e§tant denominations me

"@re so homeycombed with the ideas that ur. Grant has expressed

that the more conservative in those fellowships are Pilled H#fg |

wiih foar and dzead,-- hemce the ory of heresy. This ory s

raised in splte of the faot that for more then a generation

men with views similar to those hel&,byfﬁr, Grant have been

‘vermitted to tall without being disturbed. But Just now the

differences &re been sharply emphesised with very interesting
possibilities in etore for the future. : .

The aiffiaﬁlties invelved are very gre & beecause of

th@ changed view of the world. Whatever may be said to the

contrary the fast romaing that the gemeral proposition of

evelution, both of nature and man, 18 the accepted sssumption

of all eﬁueatibn to-day, af all effective thinking, and action.

’It is the assumption back-of all ingtruction in our schools

énd collepes, "
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and colleges., Even in those places where the effort is being

the right to teach evolution
made to deny edusation/,the effectiveness of all such efforts
is destroyed by Khmxxmxx fact that the heresy hunters themeé&vg_
selves are saturdted with ideas that are valid only on the
agsumption that evolution is Hrue.

That such & change in our general view of the world
is bound to influence our ideas of religion 1ie appsrent. The
cureent disputes are evidences enough that the change is takim|
ing place, The Catholic Church provides for the incorporation
of change into its system of thought and praatiaavhy its

doetrine of the interpretative powers of the papacy. The myms

pope is the authority provided by Christ(or God) to pass upon
these differences, The priest has no original power .‘Hg'ﬁeacgﬁé;g'

¢s as the Church instruets. That 1is logical and sound, provided =

the premises of the Catholic Religion are accepted. Butb the
essesnse of modern thinking is & denial of the premises of the
Catholic Church. The essense of modern thinking is the systhesis .
of Heresy said the papacy 15 or more years age. The papacy
acted, and modernism was erushed.
‘ We are now faeing the same issue in the protestant
Churches. But we have no machanism, no poliey, no real standards,
not one to %peak wi%h euthority, no aaﬁrﬁ of high appeal. The
reason is that we have really thrown overboard the whole gyaten
of authority religion, or religilon as & anperndfural revelation,
_Fow what happens 7 Dr. Grant”in the process of his
life comes to see that some of the old interpretations of religie
ion are not a&equgte, indeed nof’ﬁrue to reelity. They repre-
sented a certain period of thoﬁght and interest. They no longer

seem adequate. He honestly tells the mongregetion and others
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what he believaﬁ_ﬁe.be true, and why he so believes. Along comes
the Bishop an&lﬁglls him either to recant or resign.
0f course he cannot recant. lio men can recant. Once a

teacher has shown himself wlling %o present as truth what he no
longer belives to be true, he has destroyed =%k his efficacy as a

teacher. Upon him ever after rests the auspiaién as to whether
he says what he says because he believes it %o be true, or be-
cause some one has told him to say it. He cannot recant.

liay he resign and leave the Church and fellowship in which

he has grown up ? That raises e question whieh I will state
but upon which I can give give only an opinion &8s %o what T
believe Ex would be right for me. I do not care to pass jJudgement
upon another's problem because in the nature of the cose T
canmot kmow all the facts invloved. But given a Churech , a group

of men and women who hold %o certain beliefs that they coasifer

very important and very precious. They are ministered 4o by';'

a clergyman, who holds to beliefs which at bottom an&erminelgil
the formal ideas thet the congregation cherishes. Has the aléﬁgyu
men 8 right to modify or change the tegehings of the Churech k
to which he ministers. lerhaps but only with a clear unﬁer@%&a&&g

ing of all concerned as to what he is doing. There mnatﬁﬁe no
emasions, no dust-throwing, no playing with words. The langnage
must be Ya, Ya, and Nay , Nay. Religion is the most precious
value in life. There cank be no rlaying fast end loose with 1t,
Whether the man resign or not is e matter between him and the
Churoh with which he 1s affiliated. But his beaching must be st

plain and straightforward, with do quibbling, no eovering, no

evasion.

fow many Churches have formal ereeds, survivals of
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ancient controversies and conflicts. They are interesﬁiﬁg,\but
‘hey have no significance beyond that of being mmm expressions
or the beliefs and opinions once held by & group of men and women
These are the sources of most of the contentions, and about whiech

the heresy hunters gather. Four hundred years of protestant
history has demonstrated that the half way measures of sectar-
lan creeds =m land ws in utter disintegration®, and confusion.

Our hundred or more protestent sects, competing aha quarreling
over words and creeds, and those hundred 3eeta-naw faeing still
furthsr division and confliet , do not present o sgaetaalg :
p&rtieularly reassuring or digsmified.

What we have been moving towards for four huaﬁrsé,yeara

of the prineciple
has been ﬁhe asceptance/that was fimdamental in the pra%ﬁstant :

. xeAQfmat;on, and the applicabion of that %o religiovs life and
: prac%i&a. Let the creeds of the pest stand as interesting histors

cal documents, Let the Bible stand on its own merits. The

- value of Christianity for the world does not depend uvon ite
'arigiﬁ » but upon its contents and 1ts purposes. What we

need to-dey is the spirit of Borad Toleration that will vermit
end eneourage fellowship amid the widest diversities of opinions
and beliefs. Let us widen the cirele so that 1t will

include the ¥m erstwhile hawetie; and instead of trying to

brend hin as an outcast and person %o be shunned, let us seek him
out that we may learn what he has to tell us of 1ife. After all
hed 1t not been for the heretie ve mmaak would still be living
in oaves, Vieting of fesr and superstition. Along the pathway

of history the paths have been balzed by the heretie. Ts it not

time that we were intelligent enough, even if we are not generous

enough %o give him his full prlace. The heretic of to-day we
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need. If protestant Churches are ever to attain that frnegam,
that intelleetual honesty, that spiriftual courage that is so
sadly wanting and so much needed in the religious life of the
times, the only way out is to boldly take the full responsibility
of complete freedom of investigatigieiga interpretation of
religious experience. Relegete to &km proper placse as inter-
esting

ments the creeds and fmxmgm other devisive stamderds. To melke

SrEnT :k.;n«’ R e RO R R &nd valuabl@ ﬁac‘&-—

& oreed,that no one but a trained and widely read scholar can

understand, the basis of church fellowship, or an integral part
of public worship is but to continue the process of disinte-

gration which has so impoverished gré%estanﬁiam. and its

. mission, If we are going to have creeds and suthority religlous

let us have the resl thing as set farth in the Roman Catholei

Ghureh, and not these small maksghifts. The time is here

“.not for the revision of creeds, but for the sbolition of creeds
 from eacleaiastiaal machinery, and a fellowship based upen r
?;bwus& toleration, with a frank and full recognition of

I8 bound by & commen

i &iff@rences of opinion and belief .BHEHIE
tie of purpose.
"In the love of Truth and in the spirit of Jesus Christ

we unite for the worship of God and the Berviee of man.”



