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What was that suthority 7

Faced with the question as to the source of this powerm, this
authority, some said that he was appesling to the lustful , gxzei
greedy evil pessione of man. He was linked with Saten, He was
stirring people 1o revolt and plunder. Possibly it wes under
the cover of this explenation that judgement was secured ageinst
him, and his desth assured. Such explanations always appesr
whenever a man of‘powerz appeers upon the scene of human history

Others tried to explain the powere , the suthority of
desus by asserting that he had some specisl and particular
relation with Deity. By some unusual process he had received
from God a supernstural power., He knew things that men could
not know. He could do things that men could not de. He was &

special agent of ¢
od
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sreciel sgont of Cod. Ie was rlaying the peme of 1ife with

bupen beings , but the dice with which he rlayed were loaded
by & peculisy ?ﬂwnfx‘frﬂﬁ ¢ody~~ 2 power tﬁ?% other men 444 nat
heve end could not have. Thet explsnation has pede ofit of Jesus
the Christ of the ereeds. :
The real snswer.

But the roel snswerm as to the neture snd source of
Jesus powers end suthority 1s to be found, neither in the sug-
gestion thet he was in lesgue with evil, nor in the explanation

that he had some sgécial super-humen gift from Cod,
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: cat cf his experience, his knowledge, his insight, bei&évﬁé with
8ll his hesrt, end nmind , and soul in the sternal worth of 1ife,
in 2 living God. '

‘ _E_ The test of Faith.

Some belleved and some d41d not belileve. iith a grest price
he had gained his faith. Vith e gtill greater griqé was he to Somn-
firm it. There were people fhﬁﬁ as there are people now who want
to gein to a certain and sure faith without paying the price thst
Iifétrequirﬁs furxumx to attein that faith. The story of the
~ Rich Ruler is %o the point . He desired some sssurance. He had
%egt the eompandments, he had opserved all the customs, and tra-
ditions ; he had gone through all the forme from his youth up.,

E that

A.k&oyan% sesgionate ardor that comes only to those who ha?e the

£

But somehow his 1ife lacked that sest, that glow,kmmys
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out of his experilence, his knowledge, his insight, bel#dved with
all his heart, and mind , and soul in the eternal worth of life,
in & living God.
The test of Faith.

Some believed and some did not believe. With a great price
he had gained his faith, With a still greater price was he to fon-
firm it, There were people then as there are people now who want
to gain to a certain and sure faith without paying the price that
life requires fxxxmsx to attain Vst faith.’ The story of the
Rich Ruler 1s to the point . He desired some assﬁrance. He had
kept the commendments, he had oBserved all the customs, and tra-
ditions ; he had gone through all the forms from his youth up.
But somehow his life lacked that zest, that glow,kmmyemt that

buoyant ,pessionate ardor that comes only to those who have Yo



" One thing thouzm laekes‘b. ' You wems faith, W
&mhkxkﬁ%ﬁﬂf Luch ' -

Jevue—itdoampern a faith and a conviction that they have made their
own. You know the sort of men this rich ruler was. Respectable,
well mannered--careful observer of all the conventional standards ‘

of li:fe“afw the ceremonial law, 'J

4 ;
neighbor, -Seubbd=ws kindly andgg.d. He had never doubted any of

the synagogue,%good-

the traditions, mever questionsed the conventions. If he had sinmned,
he had sinned the conventional sins in a perfectly conventional way,
(W when he ceme in touch with Jesus he felt imxjyx that in Jesus
there was a certain zest a certain adventurous glow to 1ife, that

‘made his own = 1ife of ease and 1uxery seem

tame and deadly. He knew that his life lacked something that this
obscure carpenter, and his obscure followerw had found. Tiwenpedyesd.

v
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Ahe 71 G tdan- i
sbee=? Get out of thedd prisong you live in, Life is

not deadly conformity,

ibdons, Life is an adventure., Forget your ease,

your luxery, your ceremonials, your traditions,~®
Live one dey for something that you believe true and eternal, Do

something on your own faith, Be yourself for once, then you shall k=

have eternal lifeq b

eistmeen Cast your wealth , your socilal positioﬁ, your luxery,

" to the winds, come follow me,"

You seek from me an infallible guide to dternal
1life., There is no such infallible guide, You seek from me an infal-
lible program that gﬁn‘{gy follow ? There is no such infallible pro-
gram, Life is adventure/ Life is faith?“éufgsays the rich manfgow

do I know what you say is truéi“&ou do ﬁot know? You never can

now exce@t as you try it out, end out of your own experience,



your own doubts, your own travail and pain, out of your own trisls

mistakes and errors, you find the kingdom of Goa for yourself,
Seek him and ye shall find Eim-nand 1ife eternal., There is no

other way. You must pay the price for faith thet faith requires.n

I A azgws‘m ket b

for an nfallible ide to ‘eternal 1ife

and faﬁfﬁ//ﬂhere i§vnone. Thexg axre helgs. Tou me 1ive the conventé
f

P

unde;stco& aﬁ& believed
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The Moral Courage of Jesus.
"But¥you are saying, " if disregard of the conventional standards of
life is the secret of faith, and the open door to eternal 1ife,_then
this generation is assured of its salvetion., Is not that disregard
of convention, that lustful wenton tampering with esteblished
standards, that open violation of law and order, the most striking
characteristic of this generation ¢ "™ The question has point, but
also it misses the point, Jesus was a leader by virtue of his moral
courgge, Except you righteousness exceed the righteousness of the
Scribes and Pharisecs ye shsll in no wise emter the kingdom of
heaven." I came not to mine own will, but the will of him that sent
me. Some there are who break the conventions and esfablishea

standards of 1ife for the simple and sole purpose of a more un-

restrained license. They are moved , not by a desire for truth
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nor & desire for the common weal; They are moved solely by

an unrestrained lust, greed , and selfishness, They seek not a
faith for which they are willing to pay the price that faith
exacts. They seek their own sabtisfactions regardless of the

price that society may have to pay. Such we have with us always,
Faith may support tradition, custom, established conventions., In
fact mueh of the best faith of this day and &ll d&ys has given its
loyal,sincere, and unstinted devotion and support to tradition,
to customs, to things established, But it supports them because it
has measured them, doubted and tested them, and Fwumk made them

its wm own . How deeply we respect, love,and honor ,those who
honestly gpassionately , loyally and simcerely love the very
customs and traditions that we ourselves have been compelled in our
own life to abandone for conscience sake; No , the mere breaking =w%x

with convention, and the mere keeping the convention has not much
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to 4o with the power of our £gith, The real thing is to give

our loyelty to that which we can wholeheartedly give it, not
for our own advantage, but for truth's sake, for the seke of
‘the brethren, for God.

Thet was the supreme quality in the 1ife of Jesus , the
quality that gave color and meaning to his knowledge and his
insight. He meant business. He was not running abouf trying to
compel others to be good, He was not seeking to force his opin-
ions on any one, He wWas not asking anybne to do enything that
he himself would not do. His alternative to the rich young man
was the slternative that he had faced. He had left all to teach
the way of life. The rich young man waented such a faith as Jesus
hed, Follow thou me.

Here we come to the heart of the source of Jesus' Power.
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It was not unique in him. There have been others along the way

of human history that have passed over the same via dolarosa. To
them we owe more tha our poor lives can ever repay. For the‘sake
-,of faith, in the fields of religion, of science and knowledge,
and in the humble rounds of daily life, there have been those
who have given their life for their faith; their loved ones, their :
duty, for God. It is no less wonderful in Jesus Christ because we
acknowledge is as fact in other lives, and as a latent possibility
in many more lives than we imagine;“Greater-fove hath no men than
this that he lay down his life for the brethren", FPlenty of men
will sacrefice some-one else's life than their own for what they
believe to be brue, or for some other reason. But we touch the
garment hem of God's spirit when we come in touch with those

lay their own life upon the alter for tﬁe gsake of brethren and
the truth,



=£4)
Te this holy ground the traill of Jesus of Nazareth leads us.

The garden of Gethsemene. Long it haﬁ been apparent to him that
high priests of the established order, the heresy hunters, the
spokesmen of special privilege sought his epprehension, Did he not
gspeak with suthority ? Did not the people listen ? Had he not
saeid to many;— Follow Thou me., Now the ceritiesl hour had come.
"Reoant or resign®. The last meal together with the disciples
hed teken place,-- those intimete friends with whom he had been
so intimately connected. Can you imagine the thoughts that might
have passed through his mind ? T have roused the hopes and es-
tablished the faith of many. I have tél& them that this is the
way of 1life that is eternal., Now I have come to the parting of
the weys. Ny Father, thou knowest T love this life, these friends,
these familiar fields, these roads, theée haunts of my fathers;

tut "if this cannot pass away except ms I drink, thy will be
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done.™ it is easy to declare our faith in the face of applauding

multitudes ; it is easy stand in the church surrounded by precious
memories, and dear friends and say that we believe in the moral
values of life, and that we believe in God . Bub when the tide
of approval runs out, and the angry tide of storm and violence.
is already erashing sbout the shores of our life's most precious
possessions, then'thetest of faith comes. Do you still believe
when the multitude has vanished, when friends have been left be-
hind, and alone under God's open sky with only the stars to
remind you of that infinte power, you have to make the decision
of sealing the testimony of your feith with your very life's
blood., Did you mean business, or were you just talking ? You are
not condemning the heretic for his precious faith . You are not

stoning some helphkess soul for the sins of the flesh, You are not
%
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You are not sending to prison some fellow-man because he has had the

courage to declare what he believes to be true. Fo. Not any of these
things. In the gardens of Gethsemene meﬁ are deciding whether they
have the morsl courage to go through the ignominy of trial, con-
demmation and death for the tfuthfs sake, for conscience sake,
for the eonvition that the universe is homest, that the living Ged
is, that the moral end spiritual values of 1ife have eternal
meaning. The supreme moment of Christ's life was in the Garden of
Gethsemene. There he vindicated the faith thet was in him."You,
rich young men, once asked me what Fou eould do to inherit eternal
1ife" You believed me not. Agein I say to you,- Follow Théu me.,
T believe, I believe that the Father lives."

That wes the authority, the power that Christ hed and still

‘has. The power of & faith tested in 1ife, confipmed in death.
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