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538 egt Chestnut Street,
meamr,§&

Jen. 21, 19120.

My dear Dr. Haugi,— ,

Your vamz ind and friendly letter ceme to me this mo
say to you that it does not seem an "impertinence” but a genuir
end eordial letter. Neither are you entirely unknown to me, The very

e e

first day that I was in Lancaster your name was mentioned to me, and
you were spoken of as one who embodied in his daily life the highest
' principles of mf a Christlike 1ife. Several times sinece that day you
bave been pointed out to me on the street as a gracious and Christlike
man, Many stories have been related %o me of your disinterested deods
to those in distress. So I knew before reading your letter the kind and
craclous person who had sent 1t? The letter itself was also witmess
Athat same spiri Through it I understand still more clearly the
affection and 1 th which you are regarded in this eity. Mey I
%@g, 1d emough to may that the spirit which you manifest in daily life
X gbrive to attain, :
g I heve read your letter with great care. The intellectusl con-
sent) of it raises a point of difference. I am not unfamiliar with yousw
point of view. Iot only through historieal studies, but through the
4;jg* oral contact with a Iutheran minister, whose friendship I emjoyed
| Bes ?am,w;a I been 8o with your thought upon Christian
e SEoNnE, 1 IrsunsyY muesn b LD g s Y ks $2: 05, 515 0
; ape that we use to the real spiritual values that we seek Lo
' set fexrth, we should come to see thet our differences are more Fformal
;  eand technlesl, than real and spiritual.
/ . But those intellectmsl differences are very real to me. I'wills
f t¥x %o state briefly without citations what secems to me %o be the
situation. The Lutheran Reformstiom, as well as other branches of the
protestant reformation , seem to me to have been ¢ first step towards
gett hack to the religion of Jemas. During the years when Christisn-
ity was working its transformation in the Romen Zmpire, it ebsorbed
/ many of the Pagan forms and ccremonies of the Roman Relgions with which
/it camé indm contamb. By the time of Iuther those pagan forms had quid
7 eompletely hidden the spiritusl content that was once Christianity. As
¥ I see the situation luther and the other reformers took s Tirst gtep.
It spitie of the confusing chasges of “rotestantism, I see therein a
very steady and very searching quest for its reel Holy Crail, Slowly =t
steadily we have been searching , and finding the essense of religion
was conceived of by Christ. We have been siri-ping ewey the
isky to get at the real content. So it seems to me, and you will
rdon the seeming self- asseriion, that, from the peint of view of
intellectual content, the gemeral views,which T hold in common with
many others,are nearer the truth than those whick you set forth.
~_DBriefly steted I believe that the doetrine of evolution is true.
it through a process whose begimning we know not of the universe we
in bas been moving towards a-purrose . That Cod is the pgulding
el \“%ﬁ-amﬁ 1ife of that process, From the point of view of humang life
» | We have been working our way -from the crndest forms of 1ife up to the
| pregent, snd that the future still beckons us forward with God's spirit
. in\us andabout us, our great companions in living. All men are, and
alweys have been workers in this process, end partakers in its joys
~and 1te sorrows, The Bible is %o me the record of scekers ofter that
e PR end Fhatlw 9ntasrwabaddame Al 4 b sl o .
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Christ is & great leamder, & child of Mis time. I believe that he marks
& great turning point in the religious evolution of mankind. I believe
that his conception that God is unto men, as the attitude of parent
unto children,(See Matthew VII 7--12) is the grestest religious con-

ception ever set forth. We are all childfen of the Spiritual ¥ather.
That fogether we are working with God for the development of great
Christlike men and women in this 1life and in all 1life. This life also
is overlasting 1ife,.and our faith in everlasting life rests not upon
"the ﬁi#inity*ﬁupplia& to us Zheamgk by the distribution of Christ's
atonement and 1ife™ but upon the very nature of man. Man is divine by
nature.{ I do not belive in the doctrine of the f£all of man) Imperfect
theugh it may be, humen nature is to me divine, the embodiment, and
the expression CGod, not complete, but ever reaching higher and higher
standards, here in this 1life, and in the 1life heyond death.

Well,my dear Dr. Haupt, I did not intend writing at such length
but your 1at%er was so cordial and delightful that it set me going.
These ideas are very precious to me, but I speak with no dogmetic
spirit. I realize full Rell that the Christian 1ife is not a system of
- thought but a way of living. So, while I may differm from you in

' thought concerning matters of even fundementsl importance, I cherish
the spirit of "the love of truth for truth's sake", and try to keep ny h
ming open, I shall count myself fortunate also to have come so closely
in contact with a rare spirit among the minister's of Christ as I have

in receiving this gracious letter from you.
= Cordielly yours,




