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’ whe Infiuence of Democracy on Reiiglous Thought and Practise.

" mhe very wording of this subject which your scribe hms fs-
signed to me indicmtes the grent fundamentnl chenge thut has taken
plece. The modern point of view,that"religious thought wnd practise”

is not un entity—Qn either inteilectunl, morel or spliritusle~- =2p
apart from the common functions #nd reintions of lifs, is itselfl =
proaﬁct of ﬁhe{influencé of democrfcy upon reiigiqﬁs conceptions.
Religlon 1is ﬁ/WOrﬁ which symbolizes a function of humefn personal-
ity. "Religious thought snd peactlisel are phrrnges which designnte
certain forms 2nd methods of expressing religlous experience in any
given time or/éiréumstance. Doctrines, creeds, retusls, °nd forms
ot gove“nmenﬁi“re passing expressions of sm « unlvers=l function.
Prom the coﬁception of religion ms » aystem,to ppligion us a func¥
ti§n ofqu%senﬁﬁity, of personul experience, whose interpret=tion |
mirrors the envi#pnﬁaﬁt of the experiemce, is the sweep of the
revolution th“$;$ﬁ$ taken pince. The theologicrl cystem, the rit-
ualism , #nd ﬁheleeelesiﬂstioal organization of the C2tholic Church

sre the products of reiiglous experience under irperiallstic feudal-

1ﬁm ,.?nd can be understood only in thut social environmeni. The x
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some must be sald of ‘ngiiesnism, liethodism, dreshyrteriunisn, und

Congregutional ism. Thls fuct must be in mind constently in conglid-

ering the muestion before us todoy.

»t the present time we #re engrged in the work of interpret-
ing religioua‘experience in the midst of « gren® demporﬂtic mo vemRR
ment, whose outlines and power are becoming more clesrly defined
each day, This is whut gives rige to our yuestion. In this pﬂpér f
assume the fact of thils movement, But I stop for « moment to observe
that we do not 2aiappraciﬂte'itq'very far-reaching und fundsmenisl
charucter. Wwe see superficial evidences of unrest snd change. Then
we sponk of reform, =nd philanthropy, #nd i agine thut we ure in &
touch with the times. Far Irom 1t. This movement 1s working away
at- the very roots of volues, institutions , »nd customs that hsve
h@& a recognigzed stﬂﬁding for uges. Its aiﬁ is not repeir and »efux
reform, but revolutionary reconscruction, as fundement®l as the zk
change from feudrilism to copiteilsm. You are frpecuently told that
éll thls unrest of our times is but the vnin discontent of utopian
drecmers, fiée@ by the =ppesl of °n *rteficisl scheme of society.

Ignorent , in@@ed » 1s he who sees nothing more than thut in the
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spirit smgxzmiux =nd genius. Pitlable uise beyond hope is such a
creature. The water of life are stirred fsr far deeper then that,
Jesus Sﬂiﬁ,i*l ¢eme that they mggik have 1ife, 2nd muy have it
sbundantly.” well, thnt is the genius of this movement. It is the
Life-Urge 1tself forcing its wey through the crusts und dend velues
of civiilzation, as the vegltertion of the spring bresks the crust
and debris of of un eerller dry.

mpom « slightly different engle we get «nother line on the

fundamentel chanrmcter of the ch@enge. Prof. 'oster says that the =
word God is a symbol for our feith iIn the csubstential integrity of
the universe. But hew far removed is th~t concept of Cod from the
God thet once lived in the usystem of ©t Thomus ..culnss. I'er removed
atmmy niso, 1s 1t from the Tatherhood of God iden of which we epesk
so;freﬁuantly und with such finality. More »nd more the significence
of the stotement,put into the mouth of Xemxr Jesus by the mystic

author of the fourth Cospel, becoming clesr. Cod is “pirit, Cod is
Lifey~-not an gx-parte éreﬁtor, not « great first couse, but the
1iving renlity of the eternal present. Prof. Donn's ides of thinking
of God in terms of Goncrete humsn 1life is suggestive.Bouch White's

voint in this connection is well %tsken. "Pemocracy's pl~int ageinst
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the Ghurch 1s not aginst this or that detrii of her msakeup, but

agrinst the very centrol fect which is at the heert of al. the
ehurches to-dsy---even those that style themselves liberel---the
fatherhood 1dea., Itas Wuarrel 1s with the firstdparson;onthaJ
trinity doctrine, which the church hus mede the ulphabet of =1} her
thinking. Yor & pEx paternul despotism flows coplously from that
dxzgxime dogma. The democreey , even where 1% hes not snalyzed it
out, feels subconsclously thet = benevelent Ram sbsolutism is its
arch foe." The fact 1s that we instinctively wrepel wuny ides of

an xrRiutrdzeakity lsolated entliy, eport from the common relstions
of 1life, that c¢nn intefere with, und regulste authoritatively our
development. It 1s & fundemental failth of mun thut there undeve lop-
ed resources in our own personalities,ﬂnd\in the universe. %z But
we %sk that these resources shall not be revenled to us by any
paternalistic scheme of things. The stetement it we shall eamn 5
our bread by the sweat pf of our drow is not cenf'lned to the needs
of our one hundre: an fifty pounds of flesh more orless. It touches
2 principle of humna Personality that s too deeply irplunted in owr
natures to permit long to desire thet which we heve not errned by

pain and %oi;. We resent any paternalism that sets itself whove
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this sublime solf-aggertion of #M «n Incremsingly Cod-conscious

hmmm'bemg. The ilenr of the universsl prilesthocd of man in 211

the redation: of 1ife, which was at the heert of the Trotestont
weformation In the doys of 1ts vigor, is stili with us“ and must

be reckoned with. Yor ne~r two thous nd yesrs we hove been trying
to demonstrste that chrlst wes"very Cod of very Cod.~ Towdey we m:ré
aea@tm@: this us liternliy true, not oniy of “hrist dbut of «l.
humenity. This conception hus developed in close relntion nhk with
the democrstic tendency of our tirox, and dovet~ils in with its es-

sontinl prineiples.

*his concention of development carrico: with 1t two inpllCcw
tions, often overlooked , but of considerable inportance. The 2%
frat 4 plicution is that the Umiverse mwm UPON U w0tivie
tiaai, upon our wiasdom, upon our social organization is made in
werm: of owr capacity to develop the aburdent 11fe, The thregd
of historic contimiity iz not mexts curried through forms and

' : 1ine » 11fe-produci wl
institutions, vut runs clong the line of our ii“?’ produ ng dy
’lmin._ where 1ife 18 most ab ndent, most porsigs

] .
in quanity ana ‘mallty,~~ thops

iz the iine of 48%oric continut
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ty. We are wlways in the presense of theat mysterious store-house
of unf@eveloped resarces, Horeln ls the groat wdAventurs of 11fe,

Horein, elso, is the Inscrutuble myatery of ilfe.hus fwr onliy #
foen our f7ith tako us,~- thet in the abundenee of 1ife is srlved
tion. Twr inteliectusl systoms, our rituslistic Gevices, our ine
fustrial mechinery , cur eeolosinstionl mmeldwewy nolity, ~uwe

palitdenl argeniame, cur moml codes, ¢nn heve no stending in the

nourdish
presense of The Infinito eoxeept «s they mutwes nnd Turther the

growih of abundsnt personalily. M :
1tself, In the Ilngt snoysls, meosures these smme Ingtltutions
by precisely the seme standsrd of mensure, The capncity for life

is the comnon mensuring rod of the worth of Lll forms whion 1life

~

&;r-gaua%‘
“ne second imuk’*amti on of tnis pnmt of »iaw ie thot the

\
primory s onrees o information through wih“ah we moy judge and.
1n¥arp:~m the exyk}rienﬁm of 1ife are camem-omwy 1ife Ltself.
" am m acme m“ thin.a nwemﬁahm,am I an enéaloaar of things
to be." sald waalt f”hi%ram. T™he mmuiuf-ive aywié of mast exper-

tence, freed from t.he ’foﬁm shrough wm@h 1% hon pagsed, exints

= Lt e eI e B
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tiona of our fethers, from the beginning, are wiglgod unen un new,

Fhat which 18 toking ploce to-dey hes 1ts roocts Aced In the nuat,
and ineludes n 1ts pro~ent dsy menifestetions the gleonings ol
iha ages. To be sure the records und monuments ol pest experionte
are of tremendous sorvice to us in interpreting thet whiich we now
experience, vut the deeper records of the bast are lmm burmed into
the very fibre of our boling. “hould »li the objective records of
the past be expunged from our clviilsation, &von then we cowlid not
Be whet wo were before those records were produced, nor énn e
1ose whet we huve become in the production of them. They are soC=
ondury sources of infgmtion which suppioment and throw 1lght on
the prinury sources of contemporrry ilfe. mut we ¢rrmot find life
emong the deod, :

&
when we tyurn to gontemmorary 1ife for such informetion ug 1%

may hove on this wuestion of the infiuence of democracy upen e
};gious thought ond dinctise, wo are met Hy whot nuy be col.e’

g tumult of thngues. Unrost , uncoertointy, gonfusion , «nd Fabetax
disintegrution seem to be the Alstingulshing dheructeristics of

current events. To meny the efents nre but evidences of ter-ible
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posgibilities, ®But 17 one tukes this vrickly thiastle holdly In k

hls hend, sgeeftwdwetint oxonmines is, one Minds that contemporury
life buxmsk hWesrecks o devolopment mrognent with groet nossiblilie
fes . Amid the confusion of the times we dlgcover two centres
~hout ~1ich the changling order tends to foocus itself, "ne is the
strugnle Tor economic freedom, for Infustriul democrucy ; the mthe
other 18 the ﬁtfﬁggla foy sex Ireoedom, {or demooraiey of the sexos,
the first of these struggles, the atrugole for 1pdustrisl
democrngy,is vrousing herd for sdjustment in this country. Tor m
more then o hundred years as tho Ingtitutions of eapitrlism have
been devoloping, there has been germindting the wunti-toxin of &
eonlliet which cerrlen the olements of Aisintegration for the old
oxrder , and the embryo for the new soclsl order, with increnging
intensity, with ever w—idening scope, %hevpetzy gtruggles botweon
1;bar wnd cunital of o« hrmdred years ngo hove doveloped Into #=n
orguniged and irrepressibie conflict Betweon those vhe stand for
existing conditionn, and those who lubhor or what ought to be.
1t 18 not Pleagunt to note this sltustion o8 one of the choractem
istic Tuets of the times, but it iz becomling increasingly «apperes

ent. within the naast few yoeer: this confiict has vussed "rom the
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ztaxaf® collective burgaining , to deliberate industrial revolu-

tion. The Industrl«l workers of the woRld are nointing ocut with
great ¢learness the gonsclous purpose of the industria=l tendency,
-xhelr methods may be questlonable but thelr purpose is cleur, The
revolt agalnst wage sinvery and the soclalimetion of the m@aﬁs off
production end distribution, this is the essense ofdthe whole £k
‘thing. In the Yuckground of »1ll our poiltleal unwvest to-day is to
be found , either the power of sliegience to, or the fear of, this
lderl of a new socicl order. It is « central fact. But in judging
thls movement, we judge it more as an Intellectusl system thun ss
a soclal variation with a tremendous moraul dynomic behind i%. How
ever lmportunt may be 1te intellectusl xpmf progrom, of infinitely
grouter imortance is the vitality, the consecration, the hope, =
and the xpzwmxxixmmasse oggresslveness, the dynemic of the movem
mént. It 18 2 1ive fact. It has = messoage and it will be heard.
rhe second significrnt Tauct of the ti s is the woman movem
mens, a sﬁruggle for economlc «nd sex freedom. ..t the nresent
moment the suffr-ge question ls well to the front,mixtke but the

question of the ballot 18 only one aspect of the great sex revolt

that is tak ng palce right before ocur very eyes. The tremendous
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2% 15 thet womon wic have depended for conturies upon thbgn
theiy sew ch-rogyeriaticas for thelr econonic »ight tu Live, are
now in open and ¢onsclous roveluticn for thelr Mundsmentel rignts
a8 Mumen beingu,. The fax seoresd of higher efucutlion lor xwmmm
wome v, the i‘emi%;im invaslon of industry, the estonlshing incremse
in the numder of dlvorces, the romurk«ble m*otmt Wwgoinst ¢ommors
&1;~li!§@‘3 vige, «nd the Increusing condemntion of the doubls stan
dard of morullty ,~- odl these , 58 well wn the poiitical o Juale
1%y «gltstlon , are capects of the grest seéx revoiution thet is
Yok’ ng pieoe m our nidst to-dsy. It i8 work ng ond will work »

wrofownd chunges in the conventlon=1 institutlons »nd morsnl codes

kcorfedldn It is the second grent Muebl of modern sot-

1al chongesn.

\ These two movements “ro the centres vboutl which the cone
atructive growth of r;mt- tires is tok . ng Plece, In one from or
:rmtzm«r they furnlsh the itheme for «ll our litersture, owr drama,
“nd art. "hey are in the background of «li our poiitical divisions
They ind thelr ways inso %he contentions in chruches, and ere

bones of gontention in theologienl thought =nd discussion, o zeple
er they constlitute the great aivisive Bae of $he asmeattoc &
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wialeh the rrinoliple of decmersey is pitted Lgsinat some form of
naternsiisms the wrinciple of freedom agninst the principle of
“uthority. the entire social ar&év is invoived with all ite
‘Institutions., '

wlth the sltuetion,thus fomuisiing itself befors us,
the question of the Infiuencs of democracy upon reiigious thought
and proctise hes o definite significenge. .t o $ime when a grent
femoc®ntic movomsnt is work ng such basle chungen in the soolal
erdor, wo hove taken uvon ourselves the task of internroting
- religlous experience into o thought and practise that shall Yo %
true to the genlus of mmewtiwswx of the coming order, .mwec! tien
of the »rrasing neture of this tesk 1a snde ~vident by the almost
frontie "4 frewuently srotesque efforts of churclies to connect
th?mae&vaa in aome way,cither Airectiy or indirectiy, with whut
they instinetively feel to be the movement of our time thet kx
mukes for the abundent life. In muny ceses those el forts nre buclke
o4 by worthy motive, but i1 1%ted approcistion. “ften the unworthy
motive of expiolting the unrest in the intercst of ogclesingticel
«ggrmdlizement ls apperent. To institutions «n woll as %o individ.

wals ~ppiles the pikwmiplex mexlnm,"To thine own solf be true."
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ip is not the function of orgenized religion to agitsate for a Poi-
f1ticel progrsm, or « noiltiesl party. Too bltter has been the
exverience in this matter of aul.innce between the sStrte "nd Churdch
to permit ony intelligent man to fadl o distinrmish functions h
nere. leor ig it the function of Xhww@mrwshxiyx orgeniged re.iglon
to “ri‘ter away its time ond energy in those innocvnt wetivitien
which are ¢alled"soclal sewvice! ..gwin 1t is not the function of
the vhuren to cdminister ritualistic ancesthetiocs to jaded perasone
alities whose consclence has beecn coproded by the weathering pro-
ceas of comfort ond lururious affluence. kawner it is the func-
tion of orgunigzed religion to rouse the individues from hie apathy
nd t~ call his finite per~omality to its univerasal task in foctem
ing, thonght,cnd action, In the post this alwars hos heen, and in
t@e nresent 1t must he the function of vitul shuwzhmsz: churches,
The nith of the criticism of Churches in the pont twenty Tive ¥
yours is thot they are prodigels, that they ure no longer doling
the ~ather' s business, that they ave wusting thelr precious sube
stonee of humen £tz consecration in cleaning up the refue of

o Memmon worshipping generction. Aroused at last by the sting of

Lk el oA® o Plar Rave beenmnd still &"ra'try‘im % amgorR » e
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mental duty by resorting to useless and superficial substitutes,

sut there is hove in the thought thet recent self-criticlsm, ond
these same extraordinary aetivities indicate that we are going zh
through a process which the old time theologlen would csll "the
convietion of sin”, we ave begimming to reaulise thut we have hired
ourselves out to an unrighteous master, and that we have been sent
into the fields by him to feed his swine. we have not yet come to
the point of declaring that we will «rise and go to our father =
and say ,="we have sinmed against our purpose, and are no longer
worthy of our task." But that moment is close at hand.

when the moment of that awnkening comes =11 this side-step-
1ng, 211 this discusslon about the function of the Church will =
gmase coase, «nd s clear and fixed as the North stur on & winterx
night will be the task that shall gulde us. Ibsen, in his seurch-
iﬁg nlay, "The rretenders", vresents with dramatic clearness the
great fumumentel truth of life tmat we cumnoi ride inio giory
and power by tue aid of twe King tumought of another.only he to whx
whom the thought is the vproduet of his own expereince c¢an reulisze
1t. That work, thut thought vhich we borrow from another 1s but

a dangerous weapon, and the slayling of our own thought is a grect
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sin. To the structur:l mrocosses of our time there are meny cons

tributions to be made $o the fullness of to-morrow's reslity. wxrk
working,as we are, Trom the point of view of the function ~Ff red

" uiglon in man's atragele Tor existance, we have a king thought of
our own,-- a contribution which our eumerience, our envircment,
ond our Mistory enahles mepwmad us to moke. o other ¢ n meke it
for usm, and the times we live in need it, -nd need it hudly. we
%111 a great thoughé, and we falsify ourselves whon wo atiempt to
slin fbcm undey our own clearly defined taslk , énﬁ 2lly ourselves
with the king thought of wrother individual or institution. I

" pointed cut above that our tesk 1s to be per:ormed in an envir-
orment dominated by two great bmsic social movements alive with
the snirit of democrwcy and the pussion for freedom. However cloze
@ay he our sympathy =—ith the inteliectuel wnd institutional ex-
nression of thore great movements, o must confuse thelr task with
the tusk ol Ghurchﬁé. Rathor we must recognize thut in the atmos-

phere of moral and spiritucl dynomic which these movements gener-

ate, and by which they themselves ore rfed, our tusk is set. Thaut

‘tusk 1s the task of intervreting religious experience in terms of
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thought, «nd we have ours, They hove thelr tusk. ve have ours.

ven though "They" and "wo” may be the sume persons, the differe
ence In function must bHe meintrined/ lest, in the confusion, we
lose the Treedom we geek, cnd suorefice the democracy of the mind

which «lone malkes fresdom worth geoking.
-% this volnt , then, let us murrow the wuestlon down to our .

own particuler field and feliowshlp. By virtue of our environment,
our history, -nd the atmosphere in which ocur e merience tokes
plage (if so 1t does § we have a noculier tusk to perform. In the

stutement of this peculiar task I come directly to my conception

of the infiuenee of democracy upon religious thought and praciise.
Mre=fly one element of our nossible conlributiom has been referred
to. It 1s the significant aentribuzion~gf the eurly Uniterdien mm
movement o thoe intellec uul &evelowm&nt of the lagt é@ntury. Bayn
Chunning 1n the introduction to Ms published works,--"fhe fellow?
ing writings will Be Tound to be Mstingulished by mothing more
then the high estimate which they express of human nature. A
resrect Tor the human foui breaths through them." This germ of

the now wordd view through the hanmds of rerker, Kmerson, end o 1

1ine of less comsplceuous , but not ~ess devoted thinkers, has de-
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velopod loglcally and irresistably intc the revelutlonery ¢on-

ception of human nature ~hich belongs to our time. This Idea thut
wo oréd very Cod of very @od is the kiung thought. It 1ls the prra-
mount int@lleaﬁuu; contribution thet we have to muke. We are told
thut cur generstion is gterving for spiritucl food, that is is
wasting 1ts substunce in 1ts valn sesrch for wealth, Dieasure, wml
exait@mént, thut 1% is Jost in a2 moress of meterlielism. “'ery well.
Fo all this our cnawer is the infinito significsnce of thls com-
mon fuman 117e’, 1t common velues, =nd the sanctity of its comm
mon functions. To ¢ull man Irom his Iimited existence into his
sogial and Infinte relationships ; to rouse In him the unﬁevelopu
ed vesources thet lle dormant in his soul, and «weit the cleoar xh
gharp ¢°11 to reventenef--- thet is thg tesk ond a tesk of no mex
mean mrowortions or imvortance. All these undeveloped resources
\are present in the seething tumultuous iim&s in which we 1ive, 1
know it, for I heve seen them, wntched them respond with a mofiest

simpilelty coupled with a determined self-assertion. More then

ious Life %to-dnry Wwe need whot may be X

anything else in our religi
\ wo need %o give up the indirect

¢nlled anird tual direct action.
task in the ohscuring b 94-]

. 4 the side-ztepplig of ou¥ renl



efforts of pelilative socizl dervice and artifici~l attempts wt

ritucllistic emrichment. we must nmeske our anpenl directly and bitun
bluntly to the very Best and highest thet lies dorment 1. person<
- wlity, und rouse men «nd women to o conasciousness of thely own
worth,

The secend olement of the tosl 18 ethlcal, the Insistunce
ot the tv#nglutian of the dymumie of »eligious experience in terrs
, diﬂpaﬁagingly 2 few MOm

ments ago of Boclal service and rituciism s subetitutes for the

of ethisal confuct. I apolte o

rewl fumetion of arganiged religion. But when either -7 these R
forme of expression growag::: sut of 8 Mgal vitelity ond sutiglies
a deeon etﬁieu& meed or on wenthetic oriving, it becomes something
quite aifferent “rom a substitute for religious whiiisx dynumic.
The thought of God «8 becoming in and throush the processen of

iﬁf@ currios us direct not »mly to those Christ-like souls in whm

we ¢an Tind no Teuls, dut  uite as well Into the lives of the sine

ners ahd the outcests uvon whose burdehed shoulders rests the bun

den , not only of thelr own liritations, but ours alse. They, too,

are very God of very God, They ure sulfering for ocur tr.nsgrosed

el powmom ami EPemmmnsonly Bbs B oan sune T e nn B un mien warak WIS A& Al v o F e e B a s e Y e
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ceprion of the gubile interav,,omiencd wucéd Hindie us wgetier in

this common 11fe, Thousends of prostitutes still polyd to us with
the thre~toning Mingor of rebuke «nd retribution, reminding ué zhe
thet we ere stil: crucilying the vory God of vory God on the alter
of our Zust and vrudery. The sordld 1ife of those who struggle une
der the heliish shuadow of noverty, and 1ts drond are 8tili vro-
- claliing to us thit man oAnnot 1lve by breed alone, but through
the renlisetion of every value thet vroceeds from the infinite m
myatery of 1i1fe. These «nd countless other facts of our rresent
day 1ife 01l to us &8 from the very depths of Infinitye-- if
" per chunge we hieve hud wn experience thot hes tuken us into the »
Regl resense, In Cuet the duw reslity mx@xihewwbmywediy of our
experience 18 mo«sured by the sincerdty and heartinoss of our
reapomee to thils ¢all of Cold from ocut the abysmal depths of human
éoraianass. The trouble is thet we huve not had the e-merioence of
the Gurdon of Cethsemere, This trunsistion of religious experience
into ethienl conduct, individuel end soclel, 1s the second element
of our king thought, ~.md taslk,

- Finally there is ons more element thai our experience and

inheritence may permit us to moke, ond failing here, we Emmt for-

-
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felt 411 the ress. This most higwtmet importent contribution is
our anclent congregetlonsl molltye--the demccrutio udred :

organlgation and the democratic adminlatretion of ocur eccleglnatl.
o enl Inatlitutions avd affuira. Thie in the great contribution of
¥Yew Wngland Purdtanism to the politicnl nmd soolal dev&nmma of
the mavion. In the doys when the dew FEngland ?:h@ogruﬁy, and the
wngiigh Govermment Rhrestened o dsatroythe anirdt of loGel cove
orelgnty 1t wig the 1nslstense by feurless minleters «nd lsymen
uron the congreogutional polity , thet g,m to us the gpirit -nd
the wisdom that carried through the rewluticner” wer, and eotube
1ished tim; revubllic. In those days egein the Churcher %o whom the
gongrogstionsl nolity 4s thelr richest heritupe mar per orm o sim-
1lex sorvice. But wfortunstely neither bBrungh of the of the cone
grogationsl dody secm to arpreci«te the inport.nce of whot muy ree
mein %o them of theélir horituge., In the .iaa% fow 7ears the trtnd.
tarian body hez heon moving in the Alrection of presbyrterian
Poliity, or some other seml. nsuthoritative hybred. In our own
feliowship we hove Woen triffling with, i o v not already
departed from our congregetionslism. The insidious inrceds made

by the non-representutive missionury body, the .mericsan t'niteriun
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Assoglatlion upon a irue congrepgational pructise 1s the most dangre
geroun develomment of our body. The gradudlly inereasing control
of thls body ovor weukened churches, o control g»ined by monetary
~power ; the ropld extentlon of whet may be ¢ollied ver justly the
tempor.l nower of the association--< the ownership of loeal church
propertios--< are atriking at the very vituls of our congregetlon-
a1 integrity. 1T we are to'meke any contridution to the growth of
the democretic spirlg, ond the estobiishment of denceretlic Corme
in the coming msoclal ordew, 1t can be only through the dominince
of the democratic spiris, and Aemocretlie Morms in our own body. :
More importsnt to ug es a religlous bhody, more irnortsnt to the
morul ond apiritusl vigor off the nation to whose develorment we
Yope to contribute, than all our properdy, all our funds, and

all ocur inteliectual cnrparstus is thie snme eongregetionsl noilty
#1eh which we uro triffling so wantonly., T know thut erguments of
msinese efficlency and exwedianey ﬁupgort and endorase the develw
ﬁpm&nt thot has taken plaee in our body, bWut our duty to pusinesse
efticlency ond expodioner Aoss mi balence in the seales of juste
fce with our obligution meie to the contributlon of a democratic

polity mude by the mme Greenwoolls, John Hobinsons,the rilgrims,
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and the rurditans, we gpeak of the precious herituge of « 1ibersl
falth, and 2ll %o {frejuently we heve in mind mothing more than

g sot of 1lttle Intellicetuwl piatitudes. The vory root of our 1ibs
“ereld aith, the very thing thut mede posrible cur develovemnt into
the richness ol modern thoughté is the fact thet we oristed orgen.
ically under this democratie polity ol comngregationslismm, under
Préedom in thought, and locsl sovereignty. Any violatlion of this
vrinciple, direct or indirect, 15 on attack uvon the ome great R
distinetive cherotteristic of our muvemene. with this congreg.sid
tional polity [frmly estublished for o back-ground, we cre still
g greast wnd prophetic movement. with la choked or destroyed, we
are indeed the most helpless and pltiable of culss. Hore is the
great king thoughé for our contribution $o the ymxif politicnl ma
wnd social develomment of our tipmes, as woll us for theé religlous
g;owth of the natlons Yor the salety ond perpotuction of the prin.
cipié of pure congregetionalism 1n our dbody , ' «m more interested

then in all things olse, for 1t 1s the princlple thot hos mode

Possible .11 the rese. It connot und must not e lops

- To this point my thoughts upon the 1in

Tluence of demooraty
wmon religious thought

am Wwﬂt‘lﬁﬂ 1’9«»& BEERE . It v e ki il R i
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feols thet its own time is cristicsli. o the unrealiszed to-morrow

we meke our contrlidutions each «ocording to his ability. ~ur abiz. -
ity grows cut of our pask, and cur erperience, I the spirit of
human progress to stend belfore us in humen Corm, and diweoct us

in our tasks, I «m sure he woull X3y suy to us,-"Co,prengh this
word to all the world." At lenst upon thisz convietion I have

gtaked my o' 1ife vonture.



