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/%!ﬁ THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES ADJUST THEMSELVES TO THE COMING AGE?
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Forces operating today create the @oming Age of tomorrow. 'The
Machiné Age, our age is rather aptly called. Railroads, automdbiles,
great automatic machines, hugh cranes that 1ift a great locomotive,
printing presses, telephones, radios, vacuum cleaners,- all these
marvelous devices that are so influencing our thought, donduet, and
social institutions, are characterisric of our age and are making the
coming age, .

Back of the machine is the keen thinking mind that has discovered
for us and described iy new terms our universe in which we live. Scienee,
and most important of all, the methods of sclenee, investigationf, has
changed and is changfng our whole outlook in life. Two ;“the reign
of law" and the"forces of evolution" are symﬁols at once of the achieve-
ments and attitude of mind of this age we live in and through which we
move into a coming age,

ﬁhen we come to raise the guestion, we are told by many competent
men that the Christian Church, product of another age, has already
demonst?éted %ts inability to meet the requirements of the coming age.

Not oni#;;re we in the twilight of Christianity but the curtain of history

is already falling upon the great historic Religion and its.institutions.

History will record the answer, but the answer which history will record

is beingfmade by you and me in our daily thoughti and attitude. The guestion

presses home to each one. It cannot be evaded, for evasion itself is an
ganswer. 1T we seek a dramatic event in history , as a starting point

of evolution towa;ds_what er are today, we naturally think of that incident

in Jenuary 1077, %heaﬁﬁenry V1l stood for three days in the snow at Canossa
begging absolution from Pope Gr;gory ¥11. The dranatic conflict of two
great forces, &he State ané the Church, as to which i§ supreme, which rules

by(Divine Right, that is a mountain top of history. From that day to this

there has been a moveﬁent,politioally~away from the Diwine Right of K&@gﬁ&
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to rule the people in the direction of a Republican or Democratis form
of governement based on the consent of the governed. From that day to
this in the flield of religion there has been a consistent movement away
from religion as a sypernatural revelation,to religion as a way of right
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thinking and living, whichvwe must discover, an%1in conscience declare
our honest conviction, |

But while there has been this consistent tendency for 850 years,-
none of us have entirely left behind the middle age; nor have any of
us become completeWyand nafural citizens of our "modern" age , or the
ége to come. In us individually and institutionally, the tares grow with
the wheat., Time will tell the story. .

The record of this remarkable era in history exists right here
in our own community in its religious institufions. The Catholic Church
still holds, as the Great Hilde brand held in 1077.at Canossa, that
Christianity is a supérnatural revelation, intrusted by God to the Church,
a fixed and final, unchanging thing. In our restless time, many looking
into the age to come, shrink back and turn to the authoritative shelter
of the Ctholic Church as the shadow of a reck in a weary land. The
Catholic moves slowly but it is a wise and living force. Perhaps it has
a grea t contribution to make to the coming age.

Then historically and institutionally comes the Protestant
Episcopal Church, friendly cousin of the Anglican Chmrch, it is a symbol
of fhat historic development in Europe when the old Empire broke up into
its nationalities and the old Catholic Church was broken into nation-

units. Such from one point of view was the significance of the Ref-
ormation. Here the Episcopal Church ha%its historic origin. It seems that
elements of it today are retufning‘to the Catholic Churéh of authority,
following the path along which Cardinal Newman foilowed. Elements of it

aré following in the direction of greate individual freedom, and without

changing its docyrinal symbols, tending .to permit a loose and inclusive
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interpretation of its creeds, so that even the most modern may find
satisfaction in its wérship and fellowship.

The Mefhcdist Episcopal Churches, offshoots of Episcopal orders,
still retain the"Bishop" and the Episcopal Order, but it hasbfollowed
the democratis tendency towards iﬁdividual’freeéom in thought and inter-
pretation until, withing its folds, we now find a wide variety of belief
add practise., It has moved far from its 18th century standards and is.
still in process of change and adeptation.

Then we have the varioug churches o f the Congregational Order.-

: Congregational and Baptists,- the Congregaﬁional closly tied to the
Puritan tradition - the Baptist struggling with the problem of cdmylete
individual freedom which Rogér Williams espoused and its interest in
certain institutional inheriténces; |

i all our Protestant Churches are the various shades of belisf
ranging from very eonservative,evén funda . mentalist ideas, to the most
advanced modernism. It may truthfully be said, I think, that the formal
flat forms or creeds of the Protestant Churches are ﬁot at all an in-
dication of the actual belief and practise that exists. There is an
undercirrent of change,- almost revolutionary in cheracter going on.
It is an attempt at adoptations, A

There are two so-called Liberal Churches, the Universalist and
the Unitarian,- the youngest in the church family of Concord, and, based
dpon the 18th. and 19th. century point of view, the dignity, or even -
the essential divine character of humen nature. In the Unitarian Churech
is an attempt to leave behind completely the idea of religion as a
Superpstural revelation, To organize a chureh without any creed, elther
stated or impﬁed, and to work our way through into the Coming Age,-
free to preserve whatever of the past appeals to our affections and our

intellectual amd moral fequirements.
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Two things at the pres nt monet are clear. let.- Lvery churech realizes
th. tv Christianitu, the institutions of the Christian Churghes, are
being questioned as to their qualifications to exist in the Coming A
End;w Zach believes that it has contribtion to meke, That religion
is an essential factme and factor in life, 3rde.~ In the process
throuzh which we are passing,-respect, a soundly critical respect each
for the othéer, will help to leave the dead leaves to the winds, and

carry the vital side Zm into the Coming Age.



