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subject?2Behold , A Nan.”

Yle have a strange way of turninz things upside down, nnd
m2king ourselves be.leve that the the institutions which moen hos
mode are the institutions that have mnde him. Into what-so-ever
ER¥® part of society one may dip , he wlll Zind always what may
has done in the past is held as a ciub over him to moke him sub -
mit to non-creative imitation. lan in the past has learned that
to him a certaln interpretation of Life seems good. Hehold xmmkke
2nother mon comes 2.ong with different ecperience and thinks dif-‘
ferentiy, and he i: annthema. One generation makes a ¢on:tituhion
énd the next says thoet it is the foundation upon which al, xmsx
society rests. Creeds are formed , and beiief in they is declar-
ed to be the only way of salvation. But after 8ll has becn said
%
and done @alsng this line of conformity moking efforts, olong xa&
comes the free spirit of man, and declares that aikx the truth of
all these affirmations of finality are doubifulmynay more than
doubtiu. they are positively and dangerousiy false. This it

O2ppens that the pursuit of doubt, deep and fundamental doubt is

in reality the pathway to truth and life and the Infinite,
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Just at the presebt tine nli the relisious organigations of

the Christian world are torn bewteon the conflicting demands of
oid tine idea, and modorn ideo .. Thare e RNRYER murmerings of
schisms ond spiits, church unity, and irrepressible confiicts.
In the back-ground of ~1i this is the faiiure to diéstinguish bo=
tween the essentinsl faith of mon that interpreted its convictions
in thought forms, ond the thought forms themsclves. 0ld creeds
or dogmas wers once vital, hecouse they expressed the full and
unreserved convittion of the men. They are no longer vital kmx
bevause they do no sxpreas anything except the past. They are =
not a pert of the vitality of to—day. The institutions which xt
sill foid to them exis » not brcouse of them , but in spite of
them . 0ld relizious doctrines, like the miracles, belief in the
resurrection, belief in the divine concention 5nd niraculous mk
girth were once vital expressions of deep rooted convictions.
But to-day they are held apoiogeticaliy , 2nd the institutions
?hﬂt xugX hoid them 2re able to cerry them in our times Simply
on the momentun ofitme past. They are dead baggoge to-day, upon
wiich the inctitutions poy excess rates of spiritual vitality #

for the sake of cam rying them. Ahother illustration of the same
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fact is seen in the some ol the o.d rases ol discipline which m
were once vital, and ndhered to, but now b8c me obsolete excent
@s matler for E@ closet disputation. Fhexmatsx matiexxef Dancing,
cardp.aying and going to the theatre were once t2booed in many
religious orgonizations, ond the grounds for the same were more
or iess just at the time. But these matters of discip.ine are not
eﬁforce& simply because they hove no vita. meaning to-day. In
preciseé.y the same way the dogmatics which stil. hount the BHxmx
ReRgxRE nttics of ecclesinstical houses are no ionger vital, no
ionger belng to the vigerous thought , no tonger express the
purposes of our times.

“hot is the meaning of aii this. Simply as you troce these

bl
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orms, dogmas , doctrines, and cults bidck to their sourece , you
Fili 2lways find them the product of the mind of man reflecting
upon ais experiemces, ond knowiedge. Back of iiterature, back of

the church, baek of the siote , back of ecreeds, beck of art is

pote

niind of man., L1l these ore the product of his handivwork directed
by his teeming,dreaming, faithfilied mind, in which the divine

1life fiows and and forever crocates.
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What,then, is to be done in such times s ours when the ,uestion
ing, doubting , evolving spirit of man has developed so that the
old forms which man once made no longer satisfy his hungry spirit
Simply this, leave the shores of things, of creeds, of constitu-
tions, of dogmas and traditions and put out into the deeper wat-
er where the fresh creative mind of men is working, out waere

there are new thoughts , new hopes, where men are casting behind
them aill conformity and are acquainting themseives at first asnd
iwth Deity. Yhy spend our time and energy in bolstering up obso-
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iete thought, obsoléde dogma. 1t is all of no avail., The time of-
ten comes and it has ¢ome now, when we much iet the dead nast &
bury its dead. From the elemental facts of life as we find them,
inciusive facts of human iife and huMﬂﬁ‘e (perience we must build
Qnew upon the foundations which modern ;Lls hes ioid, Whatever
there may be in the old that is worth whiie wiil be preserved,

by virtue® of its own worth. The conservation of histori

forms is not the same thing as the maintaining the conténuity
of history. The continuity of history takes care of itself.

The voelue ond the worth of living is measured directly by its
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aiiigience to the future, in which 1t sees the realization of
the va.,ues of 1life resulting from the efforts of t5 indomitable
will. God is much more the unborn furiture then he is the sealed

past. Whnt is shell become whet ought to be , ginece life ig 1ife,



