Unity Church.

gubject,~ﬁ?hﬂt Think Ye of lln." Tor nearly two thouscnd years
Wé have been trying to answer the queastion ,-"'What think ye of
Christ 2" In the process of this in uiry we have answered it

in 2ali sorts of xemmx ways.Ve have declared that he was very God
of very God. Ve have declored that he was a perfect ﬁan, a com-
plete a fuli revelation of the possibi.ities of human nature, the
fuliness of the divine spirit manifest in live, the Llink which
bridges the chasm betweon the human »nd the divine, the finite
and the infinite. Ve have even gone #o the trouble of expending
tine and eflort to demonstrate that therexmurx never was ény etalel
such person, At the presnt time there is developing a school of
theoioginns in Lurope who are interested in preserving the so-
codied othodox interpretation of Christ, 1n the interest of this
purpo e they hove declared that Christ nover lived. That Christ-
ionity developed arcund » mtxkhChrist lyth, This position, some-
what akin to the ono that Ltrous developed neariu & hundred years
280, 1s now being pushe! Porward as the oniy alsernntive to nc-

centing as final what has beeon the position of modern thouzht
gk
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people for many decades now. uay these people,"Rither Christ
wis simply a muth or a man ?" Very good logie sats the man of
modern tnoulit. We ‘uite agree with you. But we are not willing
to accede t, your contention that he is a liyth becnuse that con-
serves your precoﬁceived notions, Ve ore glad,howevey to take tle
other end of the diiemma, and #est content with the simple truth

that Jesus Chrsit was a nan.

aving then come to thia coneclusion, not as 2 personal opin-

e

i
ion bhut as the logical reszult of historie develorement, we Km3zm
are asking ourselves to-day,"™What is man ¢" VWhat ard his acheiw

menis ? what are his limitations $What 2re his possibiilities %

To these questions we are gkmk giving in our modern worid some

~

very definite "nswers. If we trace the answers back into histor
b Yy

wé shall find that we are Lo man -just 2bout the zame chan.
4

ncteristics which people in the past hove ascribed to Christ. Ve
a democratizing the Christ Life.
: Fisrt of nll is the idea that Christ was very God of very

God. He was the word made flezh .. such we zay of man. lon is

very God of very God, the word mode flesh. The very inc.usive
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gqualities, thr qualitiés of good and evil, of acheivment and
iimitation, are ¢ qualities of & indwedling GoD . In the concrete
men thot we meet on the street, whatever may be his developement,
we meet God. Not in Crhist alone , but in ZxxmeEmxkkax all men amd
women hss the word become flesh and does it dwell omong us. Ve
ape a.l very @od of Wery God.
Lgein in the matter of 1ife and experlence we are Christs,

fe, in joy and sorrown in defent

ot

Throught the experiences of 1
and stccess, we are transioting to each «unew the living princi-
pies of life. The life we iive , with ail 1ts complex relations,
its tragedies, and giories, its common experiences and cormon X
values are just as much the exepriences of suffering Chrisis as
the 1ife of Jesus. The white siave, suffering the suprene. degre-
\dation of womanhood, as 2 nrice for our be®stiy Linitations ; the
poorly-fed c¢nlid of the slums, the over-fed chiid of wealith,

the dJdegraded drunkard, the vongquished vagrant, the meh and
women otrugiiing against FXBRXE povert are the vacarious sag-
refices of our iimitations and wickedness. They heer the hurdens

that we cast upon them. They ard God on the cross, ond in the m



e
mire. By their pain we are heéled, and in process like these we
acheive the ¢apacity to understand , and to messure the vajues
of 1ife. Ve are all damned for our transgres Qlons.:in other words
man, we say is divine and @ssentially good. He has to learn in
the process of experience what values of Lif'e are wortia waile,
and at what price those va.ues may be attained. Tﬁose vaLues m
we must attoin together ahvughh effort in common.

.:32in we havé democratized the suf'fering and the beoauty
of Christ iife. That which was in Jesus is now in us.

Finally we are ~earning in this process that the 1ife which
is worth while, which satlsfies, which rounds out into complete
and enriched old age, which is the bﬁﬁ}s for a faith in the eter
NAi va.ue of humen personality, is the 1ife which loses itself

.

éhﬁt it mry find its@af., The .ife that goes through the droma of

temptation, and withotsnds the allurement of wealth, power, and

religisus dominntion, and follows the fleetin vigion of truth
o | ? > ?

justice, ond mercy. Not what we have exhalts us, not what do ex-
halts, but hwat » bLhrough the varied experiences of succese and

faliure, we wouid do , and what we & irive %o do, what we fight
3 2 ; ] 5
for exholts, Seeking firast the Kingdom of heaven to use an
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old phrase, is not pious ranting, but piain hard cold life fact

£

The meausre of our sufferring , not as individun.s aione, but

aa roces and nations, 1s the measure of our failure to meet this
4 hut »

piain law of life. It is not the the ulitimstum of men, B of the

universe, that we are dealing with. Whot is man ¢ He is a being

of infinite worth whose experiences in 1life upen to him the cham

ber of 1ife’'s myateries, ond reveais the secrets of ilife's worth




