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Not Revelgtion but discovery
Not forms butbthe Holy Spirit.

Rendings 3

Hebrews 3/ 1=<1§
Sonnet, The Light Of Faith, by George Santaysans

A8 we move sbout during theee days between two great festlvals
of Thenksgiving and Christmas, our minds inevitably tggﬁ;&;&?‘
two familiayr atfiltudes towards life and religion. Thanksgiving
1g g festival of the harveet of the past. "hether we view it
simply ac the harvest of the soil , the season's erop, ge the
hervest of the ages, our tendency is %o select the best of that
pastet to give thanks for that , aﬂdfircﬁi gggfy ahat attitude
far enough we arrive at the despairing atéitude that the Golden
Age of Excellence ia in the past. Ve bécome discouraged by the
durrent confusion of the world, the wars, the revolutions,
the slipning standards of what we eall religion, the animositles
o; a divided Christendom, the conflicte of religions. How sad,
—how devastgting. We are on the down grade, slipping from bad to
worse. Wo have lost the faith once delivered to the saints. O,
for the good 0ld dayge Revive the past, return to the doctrines
and methods of an age that 1s gone.

But even as we are caught in the meshes of this non-ex-
istant past that we havev%reat@d, this dynamie 1lfe force pughes
on towaprds the Christmas festlwal of birth, of a new season , anagﬁ?

~the sges to eome. Cet beneath the forms and persons in whileh this
manifests itself,
thing we ¢all 1life 4 and try to fathom its depth and its powerm,=
xaxrarinkens irresiﬂ+ab1r in its uncontrelled ferccity; 3;5 mag=
fiifiocent and majectiec in' &iﬁcipline and intelligent bast. It dw —
dvelle in the individugl fighting for survival amid the perils of
wey and the devastations of hunger. It is better to live than to

die, It becomes it—becvomes a kkkmgxmf compelling nower of purpose
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in those who feel not only its dynamie pressure from the past,
but get a glimmering of direction, if not of purpose, towards
which it moves. Age after age,fo-it—seems, appaar’thase who not
only feel the power of values in life, of direction and purpose
beyongt mere survival and nrocrcationg kmk They feel the un-
exausted power with in, and + he unexhasuted and in exsutéble
power of 1ife all about them ,~ power that hses expressed itself%w
millions of years of human history, the rice and fall of dynsgse-
ties , of empires , of nations and religlons. 3ome have dared to
say +het thie strange and mysterious power that‘{ “Pesl withie,n
apdxk® is like unto the power that E?Z&scovar in all nzture and
g1l mankind, in all things mvevywhere,~» moving on thepurBk
age after age towards an undiaacvered vurrose. "Think not that
xI‘aame %0 destroy the past, I came not to destroy but to ful-
£411." " I gnd my Father ave one." Here we come upon the history
of great souls, and thé soul of history. There 15 @ phrasé\that
“hes had long kamikmmximx usage in the Jewlsh and Ceristlan
tpadition, The Holy Spirit. Its measning has become narrowed by
too technical use.$ﬁ§$%word Holy comes from the ssme root as
our commonyly used whole, healthy, 3 %niﬁit carries the meaning
of the breath of 1life,Dife in you andﬁma, 1ife in all about ws
exXpre s aion of all 11fe existant in the nature of things. The
Holy Spirit, the whole, hezlthy 1ife, 1ife with values and
atendards, 1ife with purpose,~1ife healthy =nd vigorous with
i¢e eye on some better to-morrow, some better age, some better
world. The Golden age is not behind, an event or a condition
in higﬁﬁpv,~ i+ begkons ﬁm in the beacon lights of purpose

thet allure us on %he horizen of an undiscovered future. The

whole and healthy 1life movee Ofle 4, Holy Spirit 1s ever

moving in us and about us, unexhausted and dynamic.



Not Revelation , but Discovery.
a%e
A lessonnfrom the past.

The Epistle to the Hebrews , from which the Seripture reading

was taken, 1l a wmesh living document, if onﬁtakea the trouble
to venetrate the meaning of it in *erme of i situation to which
1t was ad&raqsed. It is worth recalling. "ritten sometime between
¥2 80 and 90, during the reign of Dometian, by an unknown person
to those refugee "Christians" who had come together in Rome, this
amazing document was an appeal to the wavering xmst »ITrightened, ,
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and discouraged folk living amid the terroras of their day ?\ta
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stick to thelr taska, %o cling &enaciously to the compelling
vision of a new 1ife , & new age to which that Jesus of Nazareth
had aroused them. In Rome *hese refugees from a dying world

had ga' hered. They had been through the %g}r ers of the reign of
Nero, *hey had suffered all sorts of humiliations and smd indig~
nities . They had survived, some of them, snd now,half a century
after the death of Jesus, they. faced anothsr nersecution in the
reign of Dometlan. The 0ld enthusiasm had meme weskened. Many
if not all of those who had been stirred by the eaply appeals
had nassed from the conflict. Freedom had not come. Paul's

belief in the lmmediate return of Christ to redeem his world
was to many of them a broken pnromise. "hy eling to such vague
and unrewarding beliefs ? Uhy not tske their fun where they

find 1t? Why not forsske the lost caure of freedom and faith?
After all one has to live in the world as it is. To face

another nar@ecu?ian,— wall, what for 7 | ow 1ike the worid of
to-day ? Changa a feww words and bhrases, names and localities,
dogmas end teachings, ;gg The Lpletle To the Hebrews cpmes

alive . It has something to say. -

Listen. "For the word of Cod 1s living, and actlve,

and sharper than any two edged swgrd, and plercing even to the

dividing of soul and gspirlt, of both joints and marrow.
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and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
(Hebrews 4/12) Last spring I planted in my garden some kern%ls
of sorn. I watched them come to 1life, break through the soll,
snd press forward to the prize or%‘;};éi high calling. I hoed them,
kept the weeds down. In due segson I gathered from thelr study
stocks, grown to be six feet tall, "Corn on the Cob" just right
for eating. It das a reasauring£§ight,‘ that patch of corn, the
goupce of mueh food for the table. How I wished that I might
stop its ¥ifmw living and active growbh, sc that I could enjoy
the Corn on the Cob until 4t was all eaten., But Alas the corn
had other purposes. 1% must fulfill ite natupg,it must press

ég%n@ the prize of its high ealling of full matured seeds,
viea¥xyrd living and keen for the aaaaon yat come, What the

&v ) Wﬂé»‘“ &,;ﬁg«‘
\emrn wanted wae not to maintain its s%ocas, and_channel® o1 1ts
mpauth,. but to make sure that it had aaeﬁs for the seasons to
come « The sturdy stoeks I hsve pulled and burled,-not even
& photograph 1s left. The compost material of the stocks will
contribute to crops of another yeay. Life moves on.
In my yard stands a noble white Ash tree, come times

celled +he Bree of Heaven. Two fect in diameter at the base.
vlanted about 1878 5@ s former minis ﬁr on the day a child was

Xhis winter
'bqrn in his family,~%ﬁ“3$y«nct 8 1@a§ grlees its sturdy branches,

’@Mé%~ﬁhe scars of hurricane snd storm stand out alearf%%xzkx Year
after year it has vroduced 1%t erop of leaves. Under its shade
we sit on a cummer's day. Children climb its drooping branches,
and mkmyxim laugh =s they svilng. Zach year 1t makes a deposit
of 301id wood beneath itgvnvotaaﬁlng bark, TWe could count its
aze 1f we should cutfit down, one ring for each year. But

nelthe» “he abundant crop of leaves tha' come each year, have

+heliy day g and fagl to the ground Lew



o b
nor the sturdy trunk and hr&?p?es are the prize of the high
poALriie
calling of the noble tree.~8§ﬁa yesrs it produces a crop of flowers

and -eeeda, he . nunber-of Erede-Lrrg -Peps
“4iteyear. Not far from half a milldon seeds eling to its branches.
Ach trees , yesrs younger, grow sbout the vlace. A1l of this 1ife

presses forward to the prize of hts high ecalling in the forests
of the world. But the day will come when thie noble ash tree will
have rounded the years of ite living processs. The Life Forece will
no longer flow through ite branches., Itbwill be cut down , worked
up into lumber and weod. If 1t could speak it might say ,*= "I have
run my course, Ivam content. My 1ife still lives con in the forests
to come."

Something 1ike thet 18 what the writer to the Christians
in Rome wes saoying."You are diseauraged,-net to say frightened,
by'the coniitlons under which you are living, and the 4 angers
which you face. You »re begiming to long for the good 0ld daysfx.
You'no longer facs the present and the future with falth and cons
rid@naa. You forget that grea* as ¥Voges may have been, the Jesus
of Nazareth was greater. Important and Vital ssk the 1@v%t§§1 i ]
codes may have been, however grest may have been the achdfvments
of the Great High Priests of the nast, they belong to the harvest
of yesterday. For you they ne longer offer shade in the heat of
1ifes The spirit , the Holy Spirit, that was in them as they lived
their days, 12 now in ygu; Behold how great a cloud of witnesges
_surrcund you, each falthful ¢o the 1living epirit thaet moved kkwm
through them %m not to destroy +the law and the prophets , but
to fulfill, " The word of God is living and active, and sharper
than any two edged sword? $he word of God 1s not with the past,
even though it wae in the vast. Th is in the living present. It
1s active, and with its two edged ewerd ite cuts away the dead

foliage of the past that new and fresh follage may come on the
‘tree of eternal 1life.
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Aa of dld , co todey we are faced with the searghing cuestions
that are forever vressing uron us for our asnswers. The same 1ife
foree onerstes in our zge ae in 31l the ages behind use. ie are
‘mwoved by a nwofound affection for the great diseoveries and
achievnenta of the nact, and for the human beines throuzh whose
fldelity to thelr sge *he monuments thet we cherish were created.
Sometimes we are disposed to imagine that = revival of some dogma,
some creed, some nrachtise, some institution theat was valid for
them might solve the problems of ocur days In what alluring forms ¢
that avpmeal *o the past is frequently made ? But how insidious &
Hoyxdeentiws VPow decentives. Indeed that attitude of facing the past,
of turning our back unon the future, of looking for scme complete
end nerfect exnresglon of the a1l inclusive Life Spirit in any or
in 211 evente of history, that 1o the only real hewresy,*s betrayal
of both the vast and the future, and s denial of the Holy Spirit.
Age after nge we have Alscovered some bit of in.ight into +the
nature of that 1ife stream in which we move from nge t0 age, but
its steady flow, its unexheustdd vower still eslls us , not from
the past but from the age to come. However gsreast the past may have
been, in remote ages op in more immediste centuries, whatever of
wisdom may heve been gleaned from the experlences of the centuples,
*he shartleing truth faces us that we, the living and the generations
to dome sfter ug, are the vital sgents through vhich that 1ife spirit,
$call 1t by whatever nare you w1119 moves out of the pest into the
zge to comes e rhouldfwem face it sll not with fear and despvalr,
but’iu alth and confidence, buoysnt in splrit , strong in ourpose,
“een to contribute to the age to come whatsoever of the Life Spirit
knfmxmuerkomrxfaehxank dwodls within esch one. The word of God,

this +ruth is living and sctive in ve, in our homes, in our relg-

tiogs one with enother, in our work »nd »nley, in our community,
in the interplay of a1l Torces, in the age ol which wo arc a part.

The Holy Spirit of 1ife moves on.



