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P18 Christ Iave The iowerm of Cod ¢ A
- : Feb. 18, 1923,

"7he rmltitudes were estonished et his tecching : Tor he
teughkt them a8 one hoving a&%kerity‘ and not es their seribeg,”
_ - " 3 :

741th these striking words,the so-called Bermon on the Tount

closes,ﬁiirg’;;rt of editorisl commenti®n
"Hot as their Seribes” .
The seribes occuried & rlace im Jewish Religiéus 1ife
in the tine of Jesus, somewhet skin to thet a2 minister or |
teacher of religion to-dey. They expovhded the lew, the ceremongd
iel of religion. They spoke with suthority,-- the suthority of

officiel positiom, the suthority of tredition, the suthority of
the prophets, the suthority of the synagogue, the full and com-

;glete suthority of the estoblished aréer.

A

Boldly end fearlessly Jesus set Torth the Semeintmmp—d



mg-
his own Faith and caﬁvigtiaa. “¥e have hesard that 1% h-th been

by them of old time... Put I say unte you." 7ith one sweeyr he
brushes aside the time honored tradifion, even the tem comant~
ments, end without a;el?gy ennounces "The “ay of Life", Tithont
officisl baecking, in the face of prejudice, with o convietion

the breath of

that rmet heve teken swey fimremfemishedxhesweEn.
the timorous snd astaﬁisheﬁ hesrers, he pushed {through their
area&s, their conventions, ard struck at eheir very vitelg,
shovins home his appesl with @ skill end subhority thet meant
business. He got their ears, They hearf -- ond scted. Simﬁnxé
gclled Ieter heerd. Jomes hecrd: John hear&; peblicens end E
. 8inners hezrd ; the rich young men heard ; the chaéf rriests
end the traders in the Stemple heard, itravbled and struc! hin

~ down in fear., He was specking with suthority, not as the seribes,
but with suthority. :
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- The gutherity Wiﬁh.ﬁhieﬁ Jesue of Tesereth spole, end the
guthority
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vover® with whieh he escted , were that end that poverm
which develor in men who heve kﬁgwleﬁge of bhumen 1life, who under-
stend its deeper nalure, and who develop out of thael knowledge
end ineight, o conviction and faith 1% the meaning of life.
The people heard him because he understood them,-- the deep -
; #abler impulses and desires of their 1ife. He went straight
. to the core of 1ife, end men responded. He had morsl conviction.
Be believed fthat the world is not & mﬁeksty; that the world ié‘
honest, that Cod existe; and he stakaé his whele 1life on %bia
belief, this fsith. This is the %%gigg_éf #his authority ond
power. _
jf He knew mem,
“hy 414 he speck of suthority ? Firet he was & men of



knowledge,-- knowledge of the world he lived in. le Imew his

Tfellownen. His knowledge was not merely a‘knawleége'of/bﬂdkﬁ,
 ond tredition, although he knew those. His knowledge wes the
knowledge thet comes of exrerience and keen obeservetion . Fe
teught in parebles. 7hy 41d he teach in parsbles % E@eaﬁss"the
Enowledge and wisdom that he sought to te&eh had core to him
in the perables of every'aay 1life. He had no secret nysterious
goureces of truth. He simply kept his eyesﬁspen, gnd hie nmind
elert, e sew the sower in the field. He saw the widow giving
here money in the temple . He sew the publicen. He saw %h@
therisee ..He_aaw the roor, the weak, the halt the blind. He
saw the peace malers, end the persecutors ; the ﬁarw%'ané the
I'sbthas ; the children in the market place ; the merchents;

2

-the lepers; the outeasts andé herlots, Iis teschlngs sre @
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mirrox af'the 1ife of Palestine in his doy. Fe lived smong living
men, sew them, knew them. “her he taught he was desling with
real men and ?&mﬁﬁw* with all their noble ¢ualities and their
#ins end limitotions ss well. He hed no delusions. He knew,

To illustrste,~ ?he‘ﬁtnry éf the Videw's 1lite., Jesus snd
some of hig disciples were standing in the court éf the temple
wetehing ell them thet cest their money into the temnle treasury,
a8 you end I miéht stend in the market watehing our hurritpe
fellsﬁ bumens dolng their weekly marketing. Some we know mmxww
Pz  ond we exchange greetings es we pass. Some we know of. e
wateh theﬁ with a friendly bumen interest. Yen of iﬁfiﬁenaa we
see. Jomen gaudily dressed and loud spolken. Others gﬁi@%’&mﬁ
ruﬁabtfusiva, Some look esre-worn snd aistxesssé. Others sre say

‘and lsughing.
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- Buch was the humen stream that wes pescing in and out of
the temple 88 Jesus and hid disciples Btood there watching,
while they cast their money into the kwwsmex treesury, Here come
the rieh and havghty Ssdducee ; or perhpes the prosperous

4 merchent, ostentatiously displaying his gift ; or possidly e
traveller, lately returned from & foreign eeunﬁry; etopring to
greet his Tiends ss he posses. Iext somes one learned in the law
swinging by emong the more humble folk. Thus they pass:-- greet
enéd small ; rich end poor; seint end sinner , while Jesus stends
hard by, his keen seerching oye following the passing show of
“glestine. 7

Suddenly his stfention is arreste&&vSamathing;}mgcrﬁant
‘has happened,-- something worth aalling to the attention of his



diseiples. You esn aimost hbar his keen alert voice."reter,
John, Come here. I want to show you something.™ Ierhaps he
wished to imy:ess upon th#ss hﬁmhle éisciples the convictionm
that even they counted in God's world. ™That is it " you can
imggine John asking. Then come the rerly born of knowledge of
humen life,-- "Verily I sey unto you, this ppor widow cast in mem |
more then all they that cast into the treasury, for thoy ell dia
cast in of their sugerfiuity : but she of her went 418 cast in.
all that she had, evem all her living."

Enowledgel He sew the resl thimg that was happening,
the parsble of life, the incident of consecrationm, thé witness
to the Living God. Then he spoke, they heard. Then he appesaled,

they enswered; because he 3@5&3 from é~knawléége of the real

1ife they 1lived, and because he appealed to their deepest and
tasﬁ precious hopes an# aspirations, ,



| R
7L & ven of Insight.
Yany peopleé have an idea thet Josus was some sort of 1&?&13

but utterly imyracticel dreemer,-- ¥im He might have besutiful

-1deas, but he would be utterly impossible in the practical affsirs

of life. But quite the contrary is true. He was & man of exzceedingly

' | keen judgement, gith & quick snd witty mind out of which flashed

those dssem thrusts of wit end setire that sent the heckeling lawyer
end. the smert pharisees slinking away, smerting with the sting of

/ mer}ﬁt&é rebuke. Far from being e soft, sentimental end rather women-

ish person, he was on the contrary markedly powerful in those
gqualitien,that we eall, in our current languasge, red-blocded. Fe

was the mateh of the keenest men of his time, end he would be the

mateh of the keemest men to-day, Buk o men of great insight owd ud“‘&

But he 4iffered from most men of his time, and from most



men of t-dgy in tha? he uvsed that insight, net fer'hig own g&iﬁ,
) o e A
- his ovn profit, hies own aévaméz‘en‘gf He wes not mrleﬁ;e& of

huran Iifa, but a feacher . He had set for himself the task,not of
-using his power and authority im taking advantage of his fellow ‘
" men, but in presching geaé{ *{:’i&inga to them, 1n proclaiming
release to the captives, and recovering of sigh‘é to the biind,

. setting at liberty them that are bruised, in ymsiammg the
»accesf*tahla year of the Lord. f:-'it:z his keen knowledge of men,

and this pemstrating insight, he cslled forth thoir umused adSwmks
~ talents, their #easrve forces, set them to new teske, new 1life,

new purpese, new efforts. "Come ye after me, end I will meke you
Tishers of men" ssid he %o the humble Tishermen. Life is move than
neat and raiment, more then pleasure ang sa},fwinamgeaca* T; a new

wﬂ:‘f of lifenxd.w.. e, colled .



i should one follow thigﬁway of 1ife? VWhy should one love
hie reighbor as himself ? Why eshould one forege the grosser purposes
of 1ife ? Tay why do men end women love truth, honer, goodnessy
thy 4o they honor the good in huren 1ife, even when they themselves
have done evil ? The answer of Jesus to this question, Emiesbhe \\

¢ duuon dessexr 1llustration of his iInsight into 1ife end 1ife's meaning.
= Life 1s en open seeret.‘Seek and ye shall find, ask end it
shall be given you, knock and it shall be opened unto you. The
world and life brings forth from ite treasure that which you seek;
That does life meam T What is the world like ? Vhet is Cod 1ike 7
"Uhat men is there of you, who, if his son shall ask him for &

lcaf, will give him kxmz® @ stone ; or if he shell ask him for a
—
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fish, will give him & serpent ¢ If ye them , being evil, (being
finite or humes) Iknow how to give good gifts unto your children,
“haow much more shall your Father whe is in hgaven'gtva good things

* -to them that esk him ? " CGod 18 at least as good as you are. The

stream cannot rise higher than its source . As you at your very best
towards your children, so also is the love of Cod %a@gﬁés you. i€
you desire to have your children grow in wisdom end power, honor
end good ness, so does God Ammixm the infinte father, desire %o
ha%a you grﬁw, There are no tricks in the World. The univers®
418 honest, It deces not make sport of your high purposes T The
The heart of the universe, 1ike the heart of the father end
mother, is & heart of love for rmenkind 7 Your child asks you fﬁf ~
%uxe bread, you do not give him a2 stone ; he asks for a,ssxym!iv

‘fish, you do not give him & serrent.
4
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You play no tric¥s with him, You care for, lead, teach, webelh over

" hin/ work for him, work with him, that he may attain unto a noble
ané worthwhile 1life . That , says Jesus, 1is the attitude efrthg
world, of God , the heavenly father,towards men and wonmeny~his
c¢hildren, God, the hﬁavénly father, does not moek’yaa. He gixms
yumxEx does not give you ashes when you ask Tor besuty snd fullness
of 1ife . Zyery one thet asketh receiveth, he that seeketh findeth: -
and to everyone that knocketh 1% shall be opened." The way of life
i# before you, ready to respond to your search for its deepest and
mést yreclous treasures. ?hat was and is Jesus' answer to our
guery a8 to the meaning of 1ife, ILife does have meaning. God does
exist ;‘?he world is honest; The living God; the heavenly father
does care for his children. ;

Such wes the faith of Jemus. It was not & tradition

A

‘accepted without guestion; It was not gn infallible scheme



presenied to him_fér uxquestiageé aecegt&&eajiﬁaghg It was a living
§%r$sne1_faith‘—%&rn of his doubt, his ﬁaestiaﬁiﬁgs, his knowledge,
Eis experience snd his insight. He knew the deeper resl volues of

iiﬁ6¢ He haé ne magle knowledge about the mesning of 1ife, or the

4 g§{%gtnze of &0@, or god's purposes. He sow the shoice of 1ife. He saw

ﬁl‘tha way -of indulgence, lust,greed , deading to terﬁent,f:P*
reﬁarss, and eshes. He ssw the way of truth, love, and leyalty,
léééing to velues that he believed %g,he imperishable and eternal.
He méae his choice. He staked his 1ife on %the higher velunes,-love
honor, truth,~ on the faith that God exists, that 1ife has oternsl
significence. The multitudes were astonished at his tesching.
Eﬂt as the aaribes,wangaaling to traditlon, %o the Law and the
nxnpheta, appealed he unto them, but as one having &uth&rity, ag

one having conviétion, &s ome who saw lifs, gaw 1t whole, and,



e %ﬁ
out of his experience, «ebe knowledge, insight, baliev$§ with

all his hear? and mind end soul in the eternal worth of life--
in & living God
Jesus' Test of Faith.

: Some belleved and some 4id not belleve., Jesus hed paid s
great price to gain his faith, 7ith 2 still grecter priea.ha was to
confarm 1t. There were reople then,es there are people now, who
w@nt feith without raying the rrice thet 1ife regquires to atisin
Taith. The story of the Rich Ruler is %o the point. You know the
cort of men he was. There ere thousands of such to-day. He desired
some assursance, He héa e the cormendments ; he had observed all
the customs and treditions ; he had gone through 81l the motions
from hie youkh up. But 1life lscked thot zest, that glow, that buéy—'
ent passionate erdor that belongs to those who have a faith and s
convition of their own.
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& power, & spirit of sdventure thsi_ﬁaée his own life of ease and
luzery seem tama’and stupid, He knew #eed his 1ife lacked something
that this obscure carpenter had found. ™hat shell I do 7" seid he
to Jesus, Jecus replied,-- One thing you Tma¥k lsck . You lack faith,

Get out of this prison of eénventian end wealth you 1ive im. Tife is
en adventure. Forgel your esse, your earemenial&,‘yaur treditions,
Live one day for something that you beYieve true end etermal. De
y@ﬂrsslf.fer onge , then you shell taste eternal 1ife. Cast your
wealth, your eseial position behind yom. Come folow thou me." ‘

" You seek an infsllible puide to oternal 1ife. There is no such
guide. You seck from me an infallible progren that you may follow.?
There is ro such infallible progrem. Tife is edventure. Iife is feith.
"But”,says the Rich Ruler, " ¥Hom how may I know wﬁaﬁ you say

8



: — wibe :
is trune ?“ The answer is,- "You do not lmow . You never csn Imow

except as you try 1% out,-live 1t ss if 1% were true. Gﬁ% of your
own experience,your own doubis, vour ovn treveil end rain, your own
trials, mistckes and errors ?GE must Tind feith and the kingdom of
God for yourself. Seek him, omd ye shaell find hiﬁ»;- end 1ife
eternel. There is no other vay. You must pay the price for faith
thet faith requires,™ .

3&5&5 spoke with authority becsuse he had peid\the grie Tor

his faiﬁh, hat faith requires.



The zszal'ﬁav_afs of Jesus. »

Finelly there wss in Jesug that suprenme 6&511 ty of ;aith %hat
moral coursge that cerries threagﬁ, He spoke with suthority be-
‘cause he mesnt business. Tis Teith.was real. He hed given himself
to a thing thet was of freater inportence %o him then his ﬁ#n
gelf interest end 1ife. Fis yvoung 1ife had beeslstirrsﬁ to feith
éﬁé aaa%ietiqn. Te had left sll to tesch the way of life. Tie
decisien hed bheen made. Fe wos now coning to the great test whieh
ﬁa% resulting frox his decision. He was to face the test as to

;saisr or not he had the courage to face the asnsgsueaaes of his owi
own &ife work. E ¢ wes %o be colled upon to give up that precious
thing-- 1ife for the truth he believed, for the men who believed in

=

hin, iar the God he hed ealled Father.
Here we come upon the inmer seare% of his 1ife. He haﬁJ4Ad§{‘
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boasted,; or talked velnly. Te hed meant business. It wes not
unigue in him. There have been ather slong the wsy of ham&n his-
tory who have had the mertl &oaraﬁe ta Tor some great cause they
‘have loved. To them we owe more tban Our poor lives Can ever re-

- . pay. For the sske of Taith, in religion, in science and knowledge,

"in.aéventure and &isecvery. in the daily rounds of hnmbie 1ife,

there heve been those who heve glven their l1life for their Teith,
their loved ones, b%eir duty, thelr Cod. It is a noble company,
greater rerhaps then we &resm."Crester leve hath no men then %this
that he ley down his 1ife for the brethren.” Yo touch the ham
ﬁafment hem of God's spirit when we come in %ouch with those who
ley their own life upon the alter for the sake of truth snd the
brc*“?enf - ‘

\ T ﬁrim holy ground the tr@xl of aesas of Hazareth leqﬁ“
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The Garden of ae%hsamﬁns. The raﬂblinps of discontent armong

UE.

the high priests of the e&t&bli&hﬁﬁ order had been increasing.
f;he heresy hunters were on his trail. Did he not speak with
~authority ? Did not the peorle listen 7 Tas he not aestrﬁéing
feith in the law and the prophets 7 Fed he not seid %o reny,-
"?QllQW thou me.” Tow the eriticel hour was at hand., "Recint
or resign", '

The last meal together with his disciples was finighod--
those elose.intimete friends. They bsd believed in him, left ell
to Tfollow him eng ﬁsr%.with him, Tew his hour of test had corme.
Csn you imegine the thought that might have passed through his
rind © How he thought of the msny to whom he had given £oith snd
Bx & meaning to 1life. He might have seid

hope, ond szwwsis A B e
\
to hirself, ©
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" I hove told then thet tiie is the wey te 1ife that is etermal.
¥y Fether, I love this lifa,-ﬁﬁege friends, these femilier fields,
these mounteine end hillks the roads, the hauatsﬁaf my fathers, but
*if this cennot pass swey except I drink, thy will be done."

Let ve pause for s moment. Et>ia easy to declare our faith in
the face of the appleauding multituvde ; iﬁ.is eesy to stand in the
éh&reh-sarraﬁnéaﬁ by greeiﬁag memories and dear friends » &nd sey
that we believe in the moral values of 1ife, and thet we believe in
God. Dub when the tide of epprovel hes run out, and the tide of
angry opposition and v;alenea is already leshing ageinst the
walls of life's most yrﬁaieus possessions, then the test of fsith
comes. 7hen the multitude hes vansihed, when fricnds heve been
et behind, an&,‘aiéne under ¢8d's open shy, you are called Tpon

to meke the decision of sesling your faith with your own 1ife's
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blood, then you really declere your faith, Did you mean business

L

or were you Jjust talking wher you E0 glibly reaited your ereés 7
the heretic

In the gardens of Cathseliene you are not canéemring/for nie faith;

You are not stoning some helpless soul for the sins of the flesh ;

you sre not sending %o priséﬁ gome man who has had the courage

to declare rubliely his heliéf . To . Hone of these things hepren

in Getﬁsemaﬁa.t In the Gardens of Gethsemene men waigh messure

the guality of their own soul-- whether or not they havé the moral

courage to face the ignominy of trial, condemnation and death for

truth's seke, for that spiritusl value that we coll integrity,

In Christ's Gethsemene he mede thal choice. That is the supreme

moment of his life. He had staked his 1ife on the faith, the con- _

vigtiaa, naé.ﬁhﬁ.preveg knowledge, but tﬁg convietion that God exiets,

that truth gounts, that 1ife has eterﬁazlgnalitiss. That faith, thet




conviction held good in the zii;en of Cethsemene. lle came thraagh
clean. "You rich voung men" he might have thaﬁgﬁﬁj " you once saked ne
whet you eould do to inherit eternsl 1ife. You believed me not.
‘Again I say wnto you,--Follow thou me.™ I believe. I believe that
the Father lives.” | '
Thet was the suthority thet Christ bhed snd still has,--

' ;.tbe rower of & Talth tested in 1ife, ﬁanfirmﬁﬁ in deeth, Cthers ha?e

=3 haa iﬁ Their

gracious and holy 1lives have lighted 323@5 the way of humen history.
”hay have Tindled fires of noble war;ese in thousands of souls.

They h&ve %t%wklatsé and confirmed thet greatestof all humen e

a&var@g%g% the fﬁith that God 1is, and thet 1ife has eternal mean-

Lhe power of God in the n
= R lgman B&ﬂlf It §az in‘sk:iaﬁ.
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