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“hat was thet suthority 7

Peced with the question es to the source o thie powerm, this

 authority, some ssid $het he wes appealing to the lustful , gewsd

\

greedy evil psscions of man. He was linked with Saten. He was

stirring peo-le %o revolt and plunder. ?asaibiy it was unfer

- the cover of this explenetion that judcement was ssoured against

him, snd his death assured. Such explenations elweys sppear

- whenever a man of powerE appesrs upon the scene of hunen history

Others tried to explain the powere , the suthority of
Jesus by esserting thet he had some sprecial end ;artieﬁlar
reletion with Teity. By some unusumel process he hed réﬁéivaa
from Cod a supernatursl power. He Yumew things that men could
not know. He eovld do things that men could not de. He wes a

grecial esgent of God
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specigl agent of God, He was playing the game of life with

human beings , but the dice with which he played were loaded
by & peculiar péwerx from God,-- & power that other men did not
have and could not have. That explanation has made ofit of Jesus
the Christ of the creeds.
The real answer.

But the resl answerz as to the nature and source of
Jesus powerz and suthority is to be found, neither in the sug-
gestion that he was in lesgue with evil, mnor in the explanation

thaet he hed some special super-human gift from God.
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' coursge +o cast %anformiﬁy to the wia&& and steke %hsir lixa, a8

Jesus éiﬁ upoz & f&ith and a conviction thaet they have mede their
own, You kuow the sort of man this rich ruler wes. Respectabls,
well nmannpered--careful observer of all the conventional standards
of 1ife-- obeyed the ceremonial lew, went to the symagogue, good-
neighbor, doubtless kindly asélgneé. Ee had never doubted any of
the treditions, never gueatiéﬁgeé the eanventian#? If he hed sinned,
he had sinned the conventional sins in & perfectly conventional way.
Yot when he ceme in touch with Jesus he felt fmxgx thet in Yesus
there was & certain zest, & éertain adventurous glow to 1ife, that
made his own comfortable, respectable, 1life of esse and luzmery seem
teme and desdly. He lmew that his 1life lacked something that this
obsoure carpenter, and his ﬁésaare-failawﬁrs‘ﬁaé féané, Thay hed
got hold of something thet was worth @Qila, ssmathiag eternel.
'™ One thing thoum lackest. " You want faith, Fay the price.
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7het 1s the price 7 Get out of ‘these prisons you live in, Life is

not deadly conformity, not the resgemiziim perpelual round of

rﬁﬁp&gﬁaﬁle conventions. Lifé is en edventure. Forget your ease,
your luxery, .your aeraﬁaﬁialﬁ, your traditions. Cest them behind you,
Iive one dey for something that you believe true snd stern#l.‘ne;
something on your own Taith, Be yourself for once, then you éhali =
,-havé eternal 1ife, then you shell have tasted the water of eternal
things. Cast your wealth , yéur soeisl position, your luzery,

to the winds, come follow me." Bresk the wells of your prison, snd
become & free man. You seek from me sn infallible guide to sternal
1ife. There is po such infellible guide. You seek from &e an infal-
1ible progrem that I mey follow ¢ There is no such infellible pro-
grem. Life is ééventam/ Iife is faith. But ssys the rich men how

do I know what you sey is true. You do not know. You mever cen

b

know execept &s you %fy it aﬁt, éﬂﬁ,éﬁt of your awn.&zpariaiéé;
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your own docubts, yeur own travail and pain, ocut of your own trials

mistakes and errors, you find the kingdom of God for yourself.
Seek him and ye shall find Kim and 1ife otornal. There is no _
.other way. Your must pey the price for faith th&% feith requires.
~ some tried, and believed.

You aek ne %o day for en infollible guide teuaternal 1ife
and faith. ?hefe is none. Thérs are helps., You may 1live the convendd !
tional religious life. Ygu.méy go the r-unds of custom end tradition.
But thet 18 not the resl greet feith thet Jesus had. It is not
" powerm at, which the pultitudes merveled . That power,that faith
leames only es we test it;tz_fnll end free, in the labratory of
God's world. Jesus had done that, end some there were who

understeod and belleved.
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The Foral aanrage of Jesus,
"Butiyau sre ssying, " if ﬁi&regara of the aanventisnal stendards of
life is the secret of faith, and the open door to etermal lifag then
%ﬁia generation is essured of ife salvation. Is not that disrepard
of convention, that lustiul wanton tampering with esteblished
standards, that open violation of lew end order, the most striking
cheracteristic of thislgéneratian ? " The question has point, but
also it misses the point. Jesus wes & lesder by virtue of his morsl’
_courgge. Except you righteousness exceed the righteousness of the
Bcribes snd Pharisecs ye shell in no wise ombter the kiagﬁaﬁ;éé
heaven." I oeme not to mine own will, but the will of him that sent
ne, Some there are who break the conventlons end established
standards of 1ife for the simple and sole purrose of & more un-

regtrained license. They are moved , not by a desire for truth
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nor a desire for th: common weel; They sve moved solely by

an unrestrained lust, greed , and selfishness. They saek not a
faith for which they are willing %o pay the price thet faith
-exacts, ?hey_seék their own satisfactions regardless of the

price that seciety-may have to pay. Such we have with ue slways.

- Faith m%y support tradition, custom, established conventions, In
fact much of the best feith of this &ay snd all deys has piven its
loyal,sincere, and unstinted devotion amnd support o tradition,

to customs, o things established. But 1t supports them becsuse it
has messured them, doubted and tested them, ond fmmmi mede them

its mw=m own . How deeply we respeect, love,and honor ,those who
honestly ggssionately , loyally and simcerely love the &ezy
oustoms and traditions thet wo ourselves have been compelled in our
own 1ife to sbandone for conseience sgke. FNo , the mere b%eakiﬁg>xx%
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with eonvention, end the mere keeping the convention has not rmuch
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to do with the power of our faith., The vesl thing is %o give

our loyaslty to taat whieh we cen wholeheartedly give 1%, not
for our own advantege, but for truth's sake, for the sake of
-the brethren, for Cod. : |

 That was the supreme guality io the 1ife of Jesus , the
gﬂaliﬁy that geve color and meaning %o his knowledge end his
insight. He meant business. Sb was not running sbout trying to
compel others to be good. He was not seeking to foree his opin-
ions on any one. He was not asking anyone to do enything thet
he himself would mot do. Eis slbernstive to the rich young mss
was the alternstive thet he bad faced. He had loft gll to teach
the way of life. The rieh young man wanﬁeé such & faitk a8 Jesus
had. Follow thou me.

Hore we come to the heart of the source of Jesus' Tower.
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it was not unique 1% him. There have been others along the way

of human hiétszy that have rassed over the seme via dolerosa. To
them we owe more tha our poor lives con ever ropay. For the sake
of faiﬁh, in the fields of religion, of science and knowledge,
‘and in the huwble rounis of daily 1ife, there have been those

who have given their 1ife for their faith, their loved ones, their
duty, for God. It is no less wonderful in Jesus Christ because we
acknowledcgn is as fact in other lives, and ss s latent possibility
in rmeny more lives than we 1magine,”$r§ater love ﬁ&th noe man than
this that he lay down his 1ife for the brothren". Plenty of men
will seerefice some-one elsegs 1ife than thelr own for what tﬁ@y
beli;va to be frue, or for some other reason. But we touch the
garment hom of God's spirit when we comé in btouch with those

lay their own life upon the alter for the seke of brethren a#&
the trubh. ‘
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To this holy ground The irell of Jesus of Nazareth leads us.
The gerden of Gethsemﬁaetvzﬁzg it had been sppareunt to him that
high prisstsraf the established order, the heresy hunters, tge
‘spokesmen of special privilegevaéught kis apprehension. Did he not
speak with &atheritf ?Vﬂiﬁ nét the people listen 7 Had be not
gaild to meny,~ Follow Thou me. low the criticsl hour had cone.
"Recant or resign™, The last meal together with the disciples
haé‘takan place,~- those intimete friends with whom he hed bheen
80 intimetely connected. Can you imagine the thoughts that misht
have passed through his mind T I heve roused the hopes and es-
tablished the faith of ﬁﬁay.’z have told them that this is the
way of 1ife thet is oternsl. ow I have come to the psrting of
the ways., Ny ?a%ﬁa:; thou knowest I love this life, these friends,
these familier fields, these roads, t@asé haunts of my fethers;

bt "if this cannot pass away except m I drimk, thy will be
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done." It is omsy to Geclare our fzith in the face of agylandiﬁg

multitndes ; it is easy stend in the church surrounded by precious
memories, and dear friends end say that we believe in the moral
velues of 1ife, end that we believe in God . But when the tide
of approvel runs ouf, and ths angry tide of storm and violence

is elready crashing about the shores of our life's most preéieus
poesessions, then thetest of faith comes. Do you st1ll bolieve
when the multitude has venished, when friends have been left hgy;_
hind, and alone under God's open sky with only the stars to =
renind you of that inTinte power, you have to make the déeisian

~ of sesling the testimony of vour foith with your very 1ife's

blood. Did you mean business, or were you Just talking 7 You are
not eenéamﬁiag the hexeﬁia for his preaisus feith . You are not
staning some helphess &@al for the sins of the fiaah‘ Y&a are nat
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You are pot sending to prison some fellew-men beceuse he hes had the

gours-e to doclers vhat he bellever to be true, To. Tot any of these
things. In the gerdems of %&ﬁxﬁm pen are fdeciling whether they
bave the morsl egkzagﬁ o zo throuch the igpominy of trisl, con~
dernation and death for the_t?ﬁtﬁfﬁ sala, far congaience suie,
for the couvition thst the unlverse is hovest, that the living Cod
ig, that the morsl end spiritusl velues of 1ife have eternsl
mesning. The supreme moment of Christ's life wes iﬁ'tkﬁ-éaféaa of
Gethsemene., Thers he ?1ﬁ§i¢§§3é the foith thet wse ia‘hga TYou,
riek young msn, owee esked re what Fou counld do o iﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁt etornal
. 1ife? You belioved me not. teain T say to ywn;* Follow Thou me.
I believe, I believe that the Tether 1ives." ,
Thet wez the euthority, the power thet Cirist hed end st1ll

bes. The power of & feith tosted in life, confismed in desth.
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