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We miss a tremendous lot in .ife just becouse we do not P
. " 2

o

interest ourselves in each other, we do not take the trouble to;zﬁ».
understand whai we are living for und whot twemmmdsux wonderful
flowers of Life we cultivate in the little secret gardens, Ve
clesgily men into groups. Lome groups we swaliow whole, and mik -
others we reject entirely. In the passage which 1 read earlier

there was presented the opinion which the ordinary unthinking,
stiff-necked peopie had of' two great men. Jesus, the carventer,

was scolled at as @ wine-bibber and a glutéon because he came

eating and drinking, and was not ashamed to fssociate with the

publicans, John the Baptist was quite XREXEXTXENEXINXREREERTXRMm
diferent. He ate oniy the simpliest food ond was indeed far
removed {rom the world. ilim these Eame smel. minded peopie cali-
ed a f'snatic and they decleored that he haed demons. Two of the x
most =EXRL glorious personzlities ol the nge, one whose nome was
destined to immortzl glory, were simpiy cast 2side by peovie »
2s uninteresting, and not worth the time and trouble they caused.

These wame pyeopie who condemned Jesu: the carpenter g o



glutton and 2 wine-bibber, aiso condemned him as a biosphemer
and one who scoffed at the rites and saered forma,itles of re-
ligion. They xsueg final.y earried their prejudices so far that
they kilied him and cast him from them, preferring to have a
thégf iive among them rather then this glutton and wine-bibber.
These same peopie 2lso spont thier times protecting the law, xe&
pverforming sacrefices and saying prayers. In a3l this they were
seexing God, if hopiy they might find hin,

But history hos given o different Judgement of the import-
ance of persons in Palestine at thot time, The sceribes, the =k
cheif priests, The sadducees and the Pherisees ore oniy nemes of
groups of uninown men and perehance women,whose importence in &
history comes from the fact thnt they were foois enough to reject
the carpenter, demand his 1ife, and cost him from as unf'it for
ﬁheir company. Un the other hand the rejected carpenter is seen
in the 1izht of hidtory to have heen S0 invortant, that thousands
of people have declared him to be very God.

I just mention this incident to point out the Poet that we

do not always know who is great and who is SMEL:. “mMong our condg
o L]



temporaries. He, upon —hom future generation: may look 2s the g
greatest man of the times may be suffering in prison. Or he mny
be wﬁbrking at somé bench in 2 great factory, or he may be tramp-
ing the hishways looking for emplioyment, or he may be cradled in
some hovel, to be carried by the grace of God through the deadly
season in the great eity. Who knows, who can tell ?

e flatter ourselves upon our judgement oi human nature,

our canacity to find Go%,to know .if'e, upon our abi;ity to select
great mén and good men ? Vhat presumption . .\ hundred yetrs Xmx
hence neople may leugh at us for our Toliy, for our conceit and
our pride, our idiocy and our blindness.

The trouble is that we do not meet men &s men. Ve mect Xxk
them as types, 83 c.aases, a&nd groups.‘Do you know your neighboﬂfa
» you are asked. "No I do not . He does not interest me.® He 1"5“-“"
not associated with the peonle whom I know.’rEn faet I do hot
think he smownts to much. ™I do not care to know him." But he
is just an ordinary man. The associntes are accidental. The col-

onels .ady and Judy 0'Grady are sisters under their skins. All
of us @re human under our skins. It is just barely po:sible that

the uninteresting neighbor , whom you do not core to xnow is just

the most interesting person in the wholie Biretrxuf ronge of your

.
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2¢fe. Try him out. I heve known some mighty poor specimens ol hu-
man Lif'e, at least I thought they were, but I never knew 2 person
yet, however .ow he might be, from whom I did not get more good
than I could possibly repay. Every experience with persons has
netted me richnegs and vai,ues that have made iife mean more for
me. .t times 1 have bheen irrétated and oi'ten fooled, but all

has given me an insight into the beauty, and the traéady of ilf'e
that makes every thing reci and vital. Hak& Hot at ali do I feel
that 1 have a mxkisr mission of interfering with my neighbor, amnmi
directing his iife for him. "ar from it. That is his task.My only
duty ié to give him a chiénce, and meet him half way in the inter-
éourse of personalities, to give help if he needs and to receive

beip if I need it.gf
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"he essesnse of a,, this is the simpie truth that the revela-
tion of xkwk God in our times is in ang through those very people
whom we cali neishbors. What We Xume: learn eewsdm of our neighbor
is just so much knowiedge of God. ..i. the snowdedzge we have of
god is through this cormon experience of 1ife in the interc!bnge
of human experience. The Gospel of John £¥8 says that in the m .
person of Jesus the Word bhecame T.ieskh and dwelit among us. ''isdom
becomes incarnated in life. That is the key to alli. But the
word becomes fiesh and dwe i@ 8mong ug not on.y in the person of
Jesus, but in every human being that ever Arew the breath of iife
Avery men is a Christ in Possibi ity and m: nany more of our xx
nelghbors than we reéailize are Christs in reality. =

A picket Trazen on Ayky duty,--
A nmocher starved for her brood, -~
vsocrates drinking the hemlock,
~nd Jesus on the rood §
«nd miliions who, humh;p and nmmeliess
The straight horg patiway piod,—-
»ome call it @onsecration,

+nd others eal, it Cod, ?
ﬁnﬂxﬂﬂﬂmxmigiaimxxﬁxgxmmk:mcmnﬁhxmxxxnﬂkamxmmﬁmg.
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God and my neizghhor are pretiy much one nd the same thing. If
4
¢ do not now ny noighbor whon j heve geen » I certainiy cannot

know God who dweils in my neigzhbor,
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