Unity Cnurch, Pittsfield, uass. went’ 25,1910,
Subject the Democracy of God.

The are two =sentances, neither of which is very gXk
ciearly understood, but which are often on the Lips of men,
that I wish to use this morning to suggest what I have to say,
One is,~ "God is & spirit , and they that worship him must

worship hi  in spiritiend In truth) ™ rThe other is, "e can-

-

not worship God and l'armon." The Greek word which is trans-
P

lated spirit, is PNEUMa, It means Breath. Vie get our word

Pneumonia\from ity and severa. others of the same nature. It

does not sign
(]

fy .2 'spirit . entity,bor.a spirit being; but

e

breath, or life. The greek phrase 'APHILNAI PNLULL? means to
give up the Ghoast, to spend ones spirit, or to spend ones

1 fed N o to die.“The greek word, which is translated "in

)
truth: is LALATHRIAZ xf%&ﬁﬁsﬁx meansﬂaithout res‘ervation?‘
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ne Greek worﬁ)vhich is transiated mammon, is the name of

the Uyrian god of of riches, and is eguivaient to the Greek

God plutus, or the God of wealth, Jo the meaning of these

two sentances is this,~- .God is life, ajd thev that worshin
? 2 ) o &

him must worship him iA\life and without rese®vation”, Ye

cannot worship God and liammog. Ye cannot worship life and »x

riches.

One of these must be the master.

Not he fool but\al: the whs
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lhacn age has made its own God.iryanose nature #nd cnaractier
it has attempted to embody its own culture, developement,
and standard of civilization, lien in all ages from the crude
savage to what we are pieased to call the modern civilized

) nystery
man have felt the Baffiing chalienge of the «mwsgmew of 1ife
and the relation of xk® men to each other and the universe

in which they live. During all those years, centuries or ages,

we have no reason to think that the real nature of the Erkym

universe, seen or unseen, has changed, But we note as we xE=R
study the records of the past tknt there has been a constant
change in the nature and the character of the gods that men
have made and worshipped as the embodiment and the interpretoe-
tion of 1ife, Each succeeding generation XR&xE®R or age has
faced the same ultimate fact of reality, has passed through

certain 1ife experiences, has xERrXmzisd refiecte. and medit~-
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tated upon those erperiences, and out of them has carved its

image to serve at once as the symbol and ideal of its inter-
pretation of the deeper and permanent meaning of human life,
30 we have m a clearly defined evolution of gods, beginning
with the crudest conception of piaces and things inhabited

by xxgﬁyggxfg}isx evil spirits and continueing through the
varied changes in the evolution of human society up to the
present. In the early unorgonized society of men placed theilr
faith in a mtfind of good and eveil Spirits. They sought to
pllacate,or Lo ‘avoidythepeyil Spirits; and to court the favor
of the good spirits, ss,0ut of these vague caadoiic beginnings
of orgenized society, there gradualiy developed the tribexxxw
with its natural leader, so side by side with this growth in
new social relations, there developed RRXE® & sililar change

in the idea of gods. One powerful spirit gains control over
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the -many spirits, and becomes iie leader. ais ithe tribal life

gave way to the kingdom with its poerful and absolute leader
different from other men whom he ruled, so the idea of a one
tribal god took the place in the minds of men of the 01ld ides
of many good and eveil spirits. The history of the eveolution
of the Jewish idea of God is @ good illustration of this
change. It is all refaected in the various storiem and REXX
traditions of the Bible., It is often said that to the Jews
belongs the credit of first coming to the idea of one univer-
sal God of 2ll mankind, REX@NEXERARBEXXRERXXNXERXBRXERX nERdE
BRxXxRkxxzpEirt . That is probably true, but it comes to the
front at the time when the %wx children &f Israeal were domin-
ated by that themendous idea of the spf@riority of their peo-
Ple over other tribes and races, and their ultimate destiny

as the ruler of the world, Here—as in ali other cases all

through history, the Jerbh god Jehovah is much more inter-

e SRR e cabts. - b e BRI S e BPCER  tr ~n o]
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esting as the mirror of the genius of the jewish people, and
the image of their idealism, than he is as the true revelatsi
ion of that ultimate pystery mXZxXxfmxx and power of 1life,
which in ali ages men have signefied by the use of that symb-
olic word God. This is the point that I wish to bring out,
not for its intellectua2l value but for its practical value,
that in 211 ages, including the same process that is going

on ‘in our own age, men in the face of this ultimate 1life mys-

i
tery, have fashioned the God of their own times§ Into his
character, into his nature and his power they have woven the
wisdom and the ddeals of their 1ife, coloring the fabric thus
made with their deepest and most secret purposes., These gods
thus made, and the interpretation of their relation to .human
l1ife reflect in a very faithful manner the social and moral

ideals of the people who made them. It follows from this fact
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as & practical coraliary for our own problems that the nature

and character of fohovah as pictured in the Jewish Bable is
of value more as a revelation of the real genius of the chil-

dren, of Israeal, than he is as a faithful and trustworthy rev-

°

elation of the fta& nature_and mystery of X¥Re of the univer-

sal life Splriﬁ. Only as we accept the principlg\the experien-

ces and reasonings of humen 1ife tend to appraoch the ultim-

ate truth, =amm can we conclude that the Jewish idea of God
was in any way an adequnte interpretation of the nature and
essense of the real life spirit4
But: in reply to this the man who beliieves in a super-
natural religion, supernaturally revealed, will say that our
knowle ‘ge comes not from experience and reflection upon exper-
ience, but through supernatural channels, and is marked with
the trade mark of authority., To this all we can say is that

such a supernatural feligion , which is beyong our wisdom -
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and experience , is also beyond our use, for that knoeledge
which we cannot think, that truth which we cannot experience
heither can we use,

In the various stnoges of Christinnity ewag this same
)roc;f. has heen ;%1n" on, =sdSRhile we have maintained the
continuity of xkmmgkt form in the use of the word God, we
can by no means assert that the God as pictured by the pious
man of the middle ages with his long army of heavenly lackeyAs
saints and other pRER accessories, is the same a$ the hard
cruel god of Calvin or Luther, or the maudling, commer01ﬂ11z-

ed bribe taking God as pictured in g some of the thought X
of our own time, and set up as an appeal to the decent and =

selfrespecting manhood of our times as an object of worship.

Strive as hard as one may he cannét draw a picture of any of

these, and make any one of them, or 2all of them toge ther
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look 1like the picture painted by the human loving EREX Car-

nenter of Nazareth as his ideal of the great 1ife mystery to

o
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which he conceived it to be his mission to bear w1tness 1n

1ife and withour reservation.
(7 AM.pl}U‘”“\tAM‘“— Aa.AJ;.pp$Q¢M*- vﬂ:tL* ‘4}*"“**1:-

But what is the great human need, the great human faith

1

that is back of this age long process of the making of gods.,

Some will tell you that it has simply been the RXSXEE insidi-~
ous work of self seeking priests, who were thus striving to
gain a 1living in the world and to gain control over the REpd
popular mind., That may be urged with BljxEtken some plausi-~
bility against the those priests whose ‘efforts have been
expended in the vain attempt of holding up dead God3 ortry&~
ing to make the dying live beyong their alloted time. But b 43
when it comes to fashioning of new gods, to the embodiment

of new ideals in new interpretations of life , we have anmXie
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another situation. That task calls for men, not men who ere

after power and an easy living, but men who are after the

truth, Do you think that Christ was seeking priestly power ¢

Do you think that Savonorole was seeking prieatly power ¢

Do you think that Darwin, brave worker in the making of the
God of our own times was seeking for bread and meat ? Do you
think that Theedor T'arker , or Lmerson were seeking bread or
courting popular favor or power ? .ny man who knows anything

of history or life, knows that such an explanation of a zphm-

nzNEXA process that has been going on through all the known

history of man is simply absurdjJBut I will tell you what

the real humon need, the real human conviction is bret—lrsm—i
ean behind all this great dramatic process, and is working
in human life to-day as it never worked before, In spite of

the fact that the long facedl theologian will tell you that
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that thié‘is a voale of tears, and that this 1ife is a thing
evil and vile, and that we must free ourselves from its enz
snnriﬁg aliurements, 4 in spite of the fact that the belated
survival of a bygone age will tell you that humanity is under
the curse of sin, and id entirely deprgved,—s= that it can k
it can hope for nothing short of an eternal punishment as a
reward for having heen thrust into ﬂaosaaL 1ife} ;jin spite of
all this unwholesome,morbid, offensive remains of a great and
vigorous people, humanity as a whole laughs in their carriag-
i1ike faces, and dares to believe that 1ife is not all a mock-
ery, dares to believe that all these great human forces,“these
great dreams, these great hope% these great sorrosw,these gr .
great strivings, these great loves that fill the soul of hu-~
manity with a resistless power 2re in us because they belong
therg;that they have been born in our beings, and are growing

and maturing in the human soul, because they e L0 0
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besause the universe in which we live nurtures and nourishes
such as these in our conscious lives,- bédause the great 1i#
spirit cal.ls for them, and they have grown up our of the soil
of the infinite past in response to the aliuring warmth of
IREXEXRAXXXXERXR¥AREXX of that which we dare to call the b
Spirit of the Living Bod. The pathways of history are strewn
with the remcins wikk of dead Gods, but each one in his own
time has been the living embodiment for a people or a race

of this great conviction that the world in which we live is

a world of integrity, and that the longings and hungerings

of the humén soul for a satisfying 1ife shall be realisged.,
Working from tha; same great human conviction to~day we are
peinting to day our God of democracy, fashioging it.in the
lines and colors and forms of our own hopes , ideals and

purposes,
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It is sald that those who make jﬁp balde of grass grow xR=

where olg hads grown before has lived a 1life worthwhile. Kk
much more may it be said that he who buries a dead God, andk
builds another and a bhetter has done a great service. Since
the coming of the age of science, the old gods have died, Ra
and ¥R humanity is building a new God as its picture mR to-
day of its deepest and most sacred hope of the nature of the
universal 1life spirit, 3lowly quietly persistantiy that workk
has been going on these many years, It is at once a symbol

of human acheivemnt, and a witness to the ultimate integrity
of humanity, RiknmexkkaxdxyxxwhernxRarmirxzmt But many who have
seen the shrines of the old Gods deserted, and have fa‘btr
the power of the priest slipping &wes- From them, have AzmRils
RAXRER “the divine stiilness of the work by their cries

of infidelity and atheism. The Catholic Chirch has pronounced

of ficially that all this work that is going on, ail building
v . 3 [}




iﬂ endqwnent fun%ipgz{ﬂ propiciation for wrong ;
I.do not bexleve that a God who accpets a bribe of any kind
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does not recognize its cleim to bhe the master of ceremonies,
is error, irreligious atheistic, and 2 menace to society. The
good Calvinist is of the same mind, and likewise the pious
one of the evangeliistic tyﬁe. I do not want to say anything
about them, but I do want to sayk}f atheism consists in reguu[);
ing to worship a God who crushes the power of reason from

the soul of man, I cannot worship such a God, I do not believe
that it gives any right idea of the J-renL 1ife spirit, Nor cén
I give my allegience to that God that dooms the miliions to
eternal misery for no fault of their own, I do not belive

that I live in & universe dedicated to such & prepgsterous

oy ~ q

mockery. Nor can I believe that the God of the Church of

Commcerce, who nc@%ﬁ the bribe of buildings and chari‘%/‘”ouvx




-1 8-m
is & correct picture of the real nature of the great 1life sp-~

irit . I canno} believe that a God fashioned by the people &f
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feudalism, or the God fashioned by the people of commercialim
or the god fashioned by the people of industraalism, is a Em
correct image of the deepest and truest spirit of our times.

I have no faith in those gods, they disgust me, as I belive
dthey dmsgust you. But I do believe in the God whicj is true

to the spirit of our times., I be.ieve in the God of democray .
I believe in the democracy of God. I believe that men today
who have faith that we may answer the age long prayer for @&x
daily bread, men who have faith that we may yet attain our
eternal longingvfor justice, that we may het deliver ourselwves
from evil, men who have faith that human life is divine, and
that the deepest richest possibilities &f the human soul

shall be attained/ I belisve in them, in their faith, and
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their unmade God. "hen I see humanity looking up from its

tbél, its want, its misery, its evil, and , with a look of

]ﬁope on it face and the rigg of faith it Sbe voice, send out
its chalgenging call to the building of the God of democracy
according to the principles of the democracy of God, I feel
as if I must take the shoes from off my feet for I know that

the place whereon I am standing is holy ground.

-

No; I do not believe in a far off God who rules the
worid of men, as @ king rules his empire, no I do not believe
in a God who has made us ignorant without the capacity of x=m
learning, or evil withoug the power of Godd. No, I do not

.

v : . : Mea ;
belive in 2 God who has filled our beings ®X longings, &ads 107l

l
_s_aa% ydreams and loves, only to have us learn through the
experiences of 1life that they are holiow mockeries, But I do

believe that our hunger for @ rich satisfying 1life is ration-
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al, I do believe that our dreams of justice are right, I do
5elieve that our cravings for wholesome whole-souled human ®
fellowship are founded on the naoture of our beings, ond shall
be satisfied. I do believe in the eternal sanctity of human
life in ﬂh.its reiations. Yes, and when I sometimes get dis
couraged aver some of the shallow mockeries of 1life, and long
(bvd humnniég;ieap forward to its own, I am strengthened and
given courage LY the inexplicable conviction that in and xhkx
through all the surging , boiling turmoil of human 1ife, the
great 1life spirit is working towards the consumation of thos
very hopes and loves that are dearer to'xﬂQ;han life itself:
B A
Call that great mystery what you may, 1aw,7ﬂife, matter, RxE
force, tendency, or God, there ig is, e aré the fruits of
its manifdld workings, children of its spirit, filled with

‘the eseense of its nature, /s I marvel over the strange XXEX
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vicissitudes of humen 1life, the tremendous produggs of the
human mind, and the baffling mystery of it 211, I eowm fain
to say that God is 1life, we, who whosrip him must worshiz®x

&agr in life end witlhiour reservation.




