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Lecture VII

\eC&!lthltuL“ﬂ.
il Amos and u:.C ;fL") netie rmovnent caused g .;;efjinllilli'

tten form Tthe ancient tradition of the Tebrew

i‘ and Q_ and E;§. resulted. eighth Century B.C.
Second. The Prophetic Tarty under Jeosiah in 623 brought ahot
the first step towards a Canonical Bible .
Phird . During the Bxile and in the ?mmmé#n Period down

to 385, the Pentatsuch as we know it was given canonical slanding.
165 or therabouts the Prophes

Heutth., Between 300 B.C. and

were included , making the Law and the Frophits.
Fifth / Between 100 B.C. and one hundred A.D., the Other

Tritiney were added, as a result arainst the reaction of the
w L) [

Christian fovement\
3ixth. The Christian 01d Testament included besides the

-

books of the BHebrew Bible several 'hat were rejected in the
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X The 01d Testament Banon.
It is commonly &accepted that there was a definite time when
a certain fixed number of Books known as the 0ld Testament
were set aside and marked off from all other literatire as
peculiar in‘character, supernatiural inm origin, and designed
for & special and peruliar purpose in the economy of man.
7e have followed the histbry of the various elements im
" whiwkwe which entered into the makeup of these hooks, and up

bo this point we have not found any such moment in hlStorJ in
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which the people became COHSﬂlOﬂS uhat tth wexe handllng a
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peculiar and fixed and authorltatlvp Lollection~of-hooks. krmwrx
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& such as might be called Scripture. For & moment it seemed as
if we had stumbled upon, such a mgment when the people accepted
b FOAN T L2)/=15, -

the Book of Instruction Utder Josiah after it was discovered
in the Temple. But later events indicated that while a few
prorhets may have held to that view of the book, the majority o
the peonle were not enough impressed to compel recognition of its
peculiar teaching. |

In this lecture we are seeking definitely to set forth the
history xxmmm of the events, and present the time and phace when

the Hebrew People acknowledged in some wa or expressed hy some
: T T 3

act a recognition of the limts and characteristics of the
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Hebrew Biﬁléf‘ g~
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As might be expected this also is a process of eveolutioen.

There are faint and obsoure tvaces of some such recognition of
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such a book ,‘at% qualltles and its nharnoterxs+1cs;"%ufvthe
clear de¢1ﬁﬁﬁién iS~a~very Ia%e eVPnt Rﬁgnx ”e 0f+en hear Besiiia
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spek as if the Jewish People hpforp the +1n9 of Chrlgt were

fonstant readers of the 0ld Testament. Such is not the case.
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Canon.
T
The word Canon cemes from the Greek"Kansn" s EA®t which means

"Rule or Law. In the sense in which it is used when we speak o

the Bible Canon, or the 01d Testament Yanon, or the New Yeatmantd

Canon, it means,® " The Books ofwghgmﬁihlawxe ed bﬁ the
AR 2 AT AT
Church as the 1nSn1red rnle of falth and ﬂractls < also ; the
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catalomve or 1lst of these books or one such hook, St. Die,
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In other Words the d1v1d1ng llne betwepn the canonical boolks
and the ordinary books is one the question of inspiration. To ==
use the explanation given in Bennet and ‘dneys introduction,

"x¥rmxidmaxmfva ACanon , or a collection of bOﬂdelStTPfulsehed
Ay ‘?,W‘“'l'\-ﬂﬂﬂ Priai ) & S L T el "’%"’r
from all others by unique inspiration and r@llglons authorlty q
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T commonty Y accepted to-day that this idea of a peculiar

collections of books, insnired and having apecisl aultliortfy had
developed among the Jews by the time of the Christian Era, XX

sixkwkwxkinexauitxfax But this general aocepuance of a group of
| U TR, Gy WWWW
inspired books did not go so far as to come %o an agreement upon

the list of books xxxiknxﬁxnnx to oe 1ncluded 1n the Canon until
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2 century later . There was a urpat lelSl\n of opinion zmmmg
i e
between the "Palestinian Jews and the Alexandrinian Jews ag te .
gy~ S

what books should be included in the Canon, Bwdn among the Pelesi

tinian Jews the question as to whether Ezekiel' 001981astes

Mmmwmw
Ruth, EZsther, Proverbs, and Song of Songs should he 1ncluded in
m"*-‘“ﬂwwwwwm» SN wwﬁwwmoa B e E G R e e R

the Canon was a subject of debate until the Syned of Jamnia in

90 4, D,



Lecture VII B 2.

Perhaps the best notion that we can get of the nature of the
Canon as viewed in the past, and the easiest way to get a start-
ing point in developing Xkix line of thought to-night will be %o

and The Great 3ynagogue
tell the legend of Egzra mmmmmxmimgxtk®/ and the Books of Seriptm
ure. This xx® legend is however the foundation of the popular

belief concerning the time of elosing the 01d& Testament ¥anon.

The substance of the ‘egend, whether related directly to Ezra or
indirectly through the great Synagogue is substantially ther =xzm
same, It is found in Second Esdras, or 4 IEsdras .

The Destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians , or as thgy
were called more Prequently, The Caldeans, offered the explanation
for a lack of an ancient Scripture. Tradition says that "The Law
was Burnt" 3o Ezra offered the prayer,- "lP T have dound grace
bafore Thee , send the Holy Ghost into me, and il shall write all
that hath been donein the world since the beginning which were
writien in thy law.," ZEzra's Prayer is heard.

Thus is the revelation which came to Ezra described 9n
rddras, // WW\_ /‘7/-
" So I took the five men , as he commended me, and we went
into the field, and remained there. And the next day , BRe-
hold a voice called me, saying Isdras , Open thy mouth, and/
hehold he reached me a fgll cup, which was full as it were
with water, but the color of it was like fire. And I téok it
and drank ; and when I had drunk of it, my heart uttered
understending, and wisdom grew in my breast, for my spirit
preserved memory : and my mouth was opened , and shut no

more. The Highest gave understanding te the five men, and

hey wrote the wonderful visions (?) of thw night that were

told , which they lmew not [ or , in letters which they
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understood not ) : and they sat forty days, and they wrote
in the day , and at night they ate hread. As for me, I spake
in the day, and I held not my tongue by night. In forty
days they wrote ninety four f=y=l other readings, 204
904-) Dooks . And it came to pass, when forty days were
fulfilled , that the Highest spake s Saying, The first that
1 thou hast written publish openly , +that the worthy and the
: unworthy may read it ; but keep the seventy last, that thou
mayest deliver them only to such as be wise among the people:
for in them is the spring of undeestanding , the fountain of
wisdom, and the stream of Knowledge."
2 .{(4) Esdras XIV 37-48,
This legend was written at about 90 A.D. Whether it

1s an 0ld legend , dating to a much earlier date, or simply

a story arranged by the writer of 2 Tsdras cannot be deter-
mined. It is the foundation , however , for the Othodox

idea that the o0ld Testament Canon was closed by Ezra. But

a story of that character does not have very much weight in
fixing an alleged historical fact of some 500 years earlier,

While this legend was accented as history by laterx Christians,
ne mention is made in Rabinniec Literature of +the Legend that

Ezra was supernaturally empowered to recsll to memory the
destroyed seripture, but tradttion says that he committed to

writing a pure copy of them, and de posited the copy in the
Temple Courts’. Iraneus knows of some the tradition. Cire 170
A.D, Origen says "Either Hzrs recalled these pialms also to

memory along with the rest of the Seriptures, or the wise

men of old aheng the Hebrews collected tose that were current

1 b el
as each man' s memOI'y bk&:ppene\{ t() serve h_im.fl' R.vle 242.
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Passages from theologians and church historians all along the

line down to the refifrmation hold to this legendary origin

of the 01d Testament Canon,

Another variation of this Legend is in the form that
the work was done by the men of the Great Synagogue.Z Thus,
as an illustratoen Brian Talton, Bishop of Chester 1600-61
" The first and Most famous edition of the books of the

iiﬁld Testament was that of Zzra( whom the Jews call fhkm a sec-

&
%ond lloses, and the Great Sanhedrim, or the men of the Great

5
%Syn&gogue, after the return from ﬁabylon. For there no longer

@ existed either the Temple or the Tabmemacle, where the authen-
?{tic copies had been deposited , the sacred volumes were neg-
;glegently kept all through the period of captivity. This
%fbeing the case, Ezra and his companions collected the 1SS from
various quarters , arranged them in order, and reduced them
to the compass of a single volume. They removed the corruptions
which the text had suffered, and restored it teo its former
pure state; thus they established the canon. Their work of es-
tablishing the Canon possessed truly divine authority ; for
there belonged to that council not only Ezra but also the
last of the Prophets,Haggai, Eechariah, lMalachi, and ( as some
think) Daniel., " Ryle 252.

Just one more illustration to see this idea carried to the limit,

Hottinger in 1659 published Thesaurus Philelegicus in which

he says,-

" It has been an incontrovertible principle as well with Chris-

¢ tians--- those indeed who have not a fungus for a brain---

:‘aaa as with Jews , that the Canon of the 014 testoment was

811, 8% oue and the same time, esteblished, with an authority
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absolutely divine, by Ezra and the men of the Great Synagogue."
Ryle 252.

suech was the prevailing idea concerning the manner and the date
of the-closing of the Canonx of the 01d Testament. Here and there
the historic accuracy of the expleanation was questioned, but not
with any great success until the latter part of the L9th Century.
T+ all rested on this story of second Tsdras written about 90 to
100 A.D. some five hundred years after the events are said to have

taken place.
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Such is the old theory then, that the Canon was closed by Ezra

and that he was supernaturally inspired in what he did.

There is nof good foundation for that notion. Tust what
did take place may be obscure, but certainly that which has been
held to k= have taken place did not.

]312%%} Hilkiah found the Book of the Law in the Temple while
certain repairs were bheing made. This caused a great reformation
that was very short lived, In 597 the first group of Rakximwimms

Hebrews went to Babylon on the Exile. In 586 after the city of
Jerusalem had heen sacked, and the Temple burned, a second , and
very much larger number went to Babylon. While there is no direct
evidence , yet there is every reason to believe that these Exiles
had with them in some form or other, the JE document, and the
Book of Instruction, the Xernal of Deuteronomy. They also doubt-
less had books of the Proﬁhetie writings, like some of Isaiah,
Amos, Hosea, Jeremiah etc. But neither these o0ld documents nor
the Zmw=® Boolm of the Iaw had any particular sténding among the
people at large. The Burden of the Exilic Prophets is the apostacy
of the People., Among those who belonged to the Frophetiec party
the Book of Instruction probably was held in peculiar regard, angd
uadd as the modern Othodox Christian uses the Bible, as authority

that cannot he questioned.

e . R o e O e i %A Daaneciamn nantnrasd Tp-yunq ,3*

the formation of the Blble, but alse we see working the forces
that produced Christianity. This latter will be one of the pointg
that must come to light somewhat teo-night.
The Period from 586 B.C. to the time of Christ is natur.
ally divided into three parts .

First 586 to 333 during which the Persians were the con.
trollers of the destinies , and the poelitical masters of the
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In 5%? Cyrus captured Babylon, and the next year issued a decree
whicﬁupermitted zuxexxx the Exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem.
As a matter of fact very few of them availed themselves of this
opportunity, upon which fact there hangs many interesting threads
of speculation.
At this point it is necessary to make a general observation.

In studying the history of the Bible, the Bible people, and the

development of Christianity , students in the past have paid

very little attention to the last four hundred years before
Christ, for they regerded them as barren and profitless perieds of
history. The reason why these four centuries were neglected was
because they helieved that the Legend about Ezra and the 0ld Test-
amont Canon. They thoughf that by about 444 B.C. the 01ld Testa-

ment as we know it now was completed and handed forth to the

Jews, So in ancient biblical history this period remains g

§ blank. As a matter of fact most of the books of the 01d Testament

were written after that date, and practically speaking every

single book was, edited and put into the shape in which we now

know it. a&iﬁ: ‘

one of
But the new point of view has made this period/the most

interesting and facinating perieds of ancient hisotry. In the
movements of this peried we noet nnly find our understanding of
the formation of the Bible, but also we see working the foreceg
that produced Christiénity. This latter will be one of the pointg
that must come to light somewhat te-night.
The Perioed from 586 B.C. to the time of Christ is natup.
ally divided inte three parts .

Pirst 586 to 333 during which the Fersians were the goy.
trollers of the destinies , and the political masters of the
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Jewish people. During this period of two hundred years the inter-

play of the one people upon the other, and the influence of

the Persian Religion upon the Jewish thought , were profoubdly
significant forces. For example the idea of the resurrestion
which was prominent in Christianity came into the Jewish line of
development from Persian religion.

In 333 or theraboutsAlexander of lMecedon defeated the Persians

and Palestine and the Jewish people had a new master, the great

| Greek mation. Greece thus held sway until 63 B.C. when Ptmpey
f‘appeared in Syria, and Rome became the Haster, and 40 B.C. Herod
£§Mm appointed Xing of Judea by the Roman Senate. During this,

y Grecian Period the xxmmm==msx changes and developments of the
most interesting character , and most far-reaching significance
were taking place., Two ideas of profound significnce in early
Christianity are tracahle to this period. One its the Messianie
idea, and the other the Logos Idea, The one is prohably natural
to Judaism , and the other is a contribution of Greek rhilosophy

to Christian Thought.

Roman Period. With the Roman Period we have very little to

do so far as the concerns of this lecture are concerned. k7

begind in 63. B.C.

In the discussion of the formation of the Canon we must bear
in mind this hackground. Babylonian influengce, Perisan Influence,
Greek influence, and Roman.

Second’nmaother factor must be noted. The division of the
Jews into two factions, Those of the Dispersion, and those who
were left at home. The Samaritans , so looked down upon by the
NellTestament writers, were the Israeclites whe had remained in

Palestine, the survivers of the old Northern Kingdom. They hag
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not come in contact with the Babylonians, or the Persians, er
the Greeks in any such mamner as those Jews had who had been
exiled . The power of intellectual abéorption which has been the
characterisitiec of the Jewish people of the Dispppmion registered
itself in the evolution of the religious ritual, and religious
literature that Judaism developed. e shall be dealing almost

entirely with those Jews who had been under the influence of

fopeign people.
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As has been pointed out before the Jewish Seripture , or the
01ld Testament was devided into three sections.
The first section was the Law. It included the first five books
of the 0.T. or the Pentateuch as it was called by the Greek-
Spealkting Jews.
The second section was the Prophets, oFXTHEX They were
divided into the former Prophets, Joshua, Judges, Samiel,Xings
the latter prophets, isaiah, Jeremiah, Fzekiel, and The
Twelve. .
Then came the "Other writings" including the psalms/ Chron-
icles, Job, Proverbs, Daniel, Ezre, Nehemisgh ; Ruth/Song of Sengs,
Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, and Rsther. 2
Tmeyxe This constitued the Hebrew Bible. It contained 24
books, sometimes in the lists gglwas grouped as 22 becaluse there
were 22 letters in the Hebrew Alphabet.
We count the same number of hooks as 39, dividing them up, a
and counting the twelve minor prophets as one hook each.
The Christians , i.e. the early Christians included in the
Bible many other books, 12 or fourteen hooks mixkmsmix which i%
has heen the custom of the Protestant world to speak of as
the Apocryphe. They were accepted as scripture by the early
christian Church, and also by the Catholic Church, and are truly

representative of that spirit of extra canonical Judaism that

developed into Christianity.
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As we have said the year ng when Hilkiah found the Book of
Instruction in the Temple , we have the first trace of an au-
thoritative book among the Jews. That was & small book now
a part of Deuteronomy.

In 597 the first contingent of Jews were taken %o Babylon
in Exile., In 586 the semond group went. Practically the dominant
and certainly the most influenctial nortion of the Jews were now

living mmidme in foreign lands under strange customs, and subject

to new influences. Iixsmmmscksxkedhmexthst The prophetic
'iparty of, the Exiles took great interest in the liferary and

rritualistic tradition of the Exile. They gathered togeiher
m«m‘&?hn“‘ e

and Drobablv re- eﬂlt@d and ﬂomblnpd the J 3 E and uputeronnmy
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1nto@££§ qook It is p0991ble that those who returned to Jermsalenm
« T
N LTS o "'!

after the Fall of JabV1on maJ have accorded to this collection

of writings authority akin to canonical power., That is not certain
This is the Period of Persian Domination that we are dealing

' with, The important historical facts to be remembered the dedicata

tion of the Temxi= Secoﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁhﬁﬁmﬁls' Second the mission of
Nehemigah when the walls o?.jerﬁéalem was rebuilt, and the pro-
smlgation of the Priestly narrative of the Pentsateuch. These
two events sympolize the development of Judaisim during the
Perisan Period. The best scholars date the rebuilding of the
Temple at 385, and the premlgation of the Priestly laws at athe
same date.
Between 385, and 350 B.C. the Priestly Code was combined with
the other documents of the Pentateuch and we have the Pentateuch

substantially as it is to day.

During this =mame peried also we have taking place that pre-



Lecture VII D 3

cess by whiech the Pentateuch came to be recognized as Canonical
Seripture. It was a gradual and almost unconscious process, At the
beginning of the period parts of it did not exist. By the close
of the Period, dmximgxaxmpramessxmfaimmmstx It had hecomeﬁoanonlo&

authority. Just the detail process we do not know. In the book
of Nehemiah Chapters 8 to Zm 10 there is given an account of an
event which gives a hint as to what was taking place. Nehemiah
was a clerk of importance under King Artaxzerxes? It is not stated
whether it was under Artaxerxes I or Artaxerxes II or III hence
the difficulty of dating Nehemiah's activities. But it is the
judgement of many of the best scholars that in the early part of
the fourth century before Christ , 385 this rebuilding of the
Walls of Jerusalem , and the promulgation of the Priestly code
took place.

This Priestly Code thuns promulgated betrays great race con-

seiousness such as the patriotic exiles would develop. It Emxhmsts

emphesises the Temple worship, Esneciallx it emphesised the

sin of marrJlno 71th noneJeW1sh_neople,_”hat was absolutely fxxhiﬂ

forbidden. The keenlng of the Sabbath was en301ned. In other
g AT A Y T 0T W iy U R e T S P AT

words this event, both the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem
and the reading of the Law was an expression of race c nscious-
ness, race purity, religious exclusiveness, Of this spirit, the
ancient tradtions, as embodied in the Documents J.E. and in the
Deuteronomy were the mofnument/ And this new revised code of the
ritual, with it new deolaractionof faith in Yahweh was the embody-
ment. The Pentateuch had now become the caneonical Torah, whose
authority carried great weight, if not final influence.

I have said that this first canonical Bihle was an accomplish

ed fact by about 350 B.C. 71t {ig possible te date it 75 yefars
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earlier, or shortly after 432 B.C. But many very difficult facts

have to be overlooked in order to do this. SexstriwxPwir In

. sort the First Canon of Scripture, the Pentateuch » was completed
about 350. Texthmkxtmiexwexxws Between the date 623, and 385 the

evolution of the written authoritative bhook of the Law or Torah

. was accomplished.






