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‘Tecture VI. & -1
Tinding of the Book of Instruction in the Temple,

*'
ﬂhl'e
4e are coming to one of the most interesting and influentiel

single events in the story of the Bible. Te 2lso arrive at a

point where dates & fairly definite. The date wh}ch‘marls the
Qe 2

start1ng Jpoint af.bheslectnne, Jonight is 6?1 B C. when the book

R kel

AN

of instruction was found in the Temple, whﬂle the Temple was

undergoing repairs.
But to X3y see fully the significance of this event we

C T

mist go back B gather up a few mkxEmyg stray threads left kmwiwe=T0

loose from last Sunday's Lecture. First it is neceaary to recall
that begimming about 7560 B.C. Amos began his prophecies against
Israel, in which he prophesied the punishment of d{\lsreal fax
because of her trangressions against Yahweh, the God-of Isreal.
Amos brought a new conception into the idea of God,-- Ged as s
God of kmymxmm# justice , and with moral standards. Following
him came Amos telling of the great love of Yahwah for Israel,
Then came ¥swx¥sk Isaish of Judeh , and fmm Miecah , oll/mkkwmgin:
belonging to aperiod from 750 to 597. Isaiah was a great
3tatesman but a nronhet rather then & time-server. We saw how
the Asszlans 1nvaded Tudah and Israel, and how Iing Heg&ekiah
inaugurated certain relgious and social reforms under the impetus
of the Prophetic party, whose spokesman was Isaish, Simsx
A1l this meens that the Prophetic party were in conbrol during the
reign of Hezekiah, and accomplished much in the way of bringing
the religious and social procatices up to the standard of the

Frophetic party,
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But lManasssah who followed Hezekish as

¥ing was a reactionist, or

rather was in the hands of o reactionary rarty , and restored

many of the 6vils which Hezekish had abolished. It is con-ject-

ured that llanessah was made a tool of by a party in the Harenm

of his father Hezakiah who were incensed because he had abolisheqd

the alters of their Gods during hi

S reign, and were especially

incensed because of the very strong utterances of the prophets

against the women of the +%imes.

The passages in mxmx 2 Yings

Chapter 21 describes what the priestly party regarded as +the

action and significance of lMannassah's reign, It means that the

conservative, tradition loving, Ao dinrin e bt e e rarty tfat wished

things to remain as they were had Swung back into power after g

long reign by Hezakish. Ill
CHAPTER 21,

1 Manasseh's reign. 3 Hin great idolatry, 10 His wirkedness
causelh prophecies against Judah, 17 Amon succeedeth him.
10 Amon’s wicked relgn. 23 He being stain by his SCrvaints,
and thosomurderera stain by th peopie, Josiali is made king.

MA-NAS’SEI—I" was twelve years
old when he began to reign,|.
and reigned fifty and five years in
Jeru'sa-lém.  And  his  mother’s|:

name wqs Héph'zi-bith, ) ]
2 And he did that which was evil in
the sight of the Lorp, ‘after the
abominations of the heathen, whom
the Lorp cast out hefore the children :

of Ts'ra-el,
3 or he built up again the high
Places which? Héz-e-ki'ah his father
“had destroyed; and he reared up
altars for Ba‘al, and made a grove,
y ag” did A'hab king of Isra-el; and
N worshipped® all the host of heaven,
% and served them,

—

4 And he built altars in the house
W«L@{

of the Lorp, of which the LorD"
said, In Jeru/sa-lém will T put my
name,

5 And he built altars for all the
host of heaven in the two courts of
the house of the Lorp,

6 And he made his son® pass \\

through the fire, and observed
times, ™ and uged enchantments, and
dealt with familiny spirits and wi-
zards: he wrought much wickedness
In the sight of the Lorp. to provoke
m to anger, !
7 And he get; o graven image of the
=grovothat he hag magde in the house,
of which the Lorp said to Da'vid,"
and to BOl'0-mop his son, In this
house, &11(1 l']‘,[ ']-G~1‘11’Sé‘l--1émg '\Vhi.cll 1
ave chosen g of all tribes of I8’ |
ra-el, will | DUS my name for eVer:
8 Neither's i), I make the feet of|:
§ra.-el movye B e Bk of the!

osbush

S

e

R
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land which I gave their fathers;

. |only if they will observe to do ac-

cording to all that I have commanded
them, and acgording to- all the law
that my servant Mo'ses commanded
them. : B

9 But they' hearlkened not: and®
Ma-nis'seh seduced them to do.more S
evil than did the nations whom the ’ @uub-t’”“ y
Lorp destroyed before the children )

of Isra-al. | 1

10 And the Lorp spake by his ser-
vants the prophets, saying, »

11 Beeause" Ma-nds'seh king.of Jiti-
dah hath done these abominations,
and hath done wickedly above all
that the Am’o-rites* did, \\rhlcll_'trtfe:'e
before him, and hath made Ju'dah
also to sin with his idols:

12 Therefore thus saith the LORD
Grod of Ig'ra-cl, Behold I *gm bring-
ing such evil upon Je-ru'sa-lém fm_'}E
J'dah, that whosoever hearveth o

s

it, both hjs q:}_rs‘sha'l]‘l tingle.
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plgwaagﬁgggéﬁy became Xing as a result of some sort of Political
intrigue. A&§n,the son of Manassah was slain by his nobles after
a reign of two years. In as mich as II Xings XXI 21 says that
Amon "walked in all the way his father walked inm, and served the
idols that his father served, " it is held that the nobles who
brousht about this intrigue were of the prophetic party. That is
not clear. It may have been simply an boiling over of a Harem
jealousy. The matter is obscure. But Josiah was only a lad of
eighteen when he came to the throne in 639. The tide of events
was giving the prophetic party standing. The Assyrian Armies were

no longer bothering the Palestinians for the Assyrians had passed

the zenith of their power.

As can be seen by the political events of the past komtrast
yemwexx¥  Tifty years preceding Josiah , the two parties, the
Prophetic party and the Baal Tarty were about evenly divided. The

conservetive party most strongly entrenched, and given the most
popular support, especially the support of those directly inter-
ested. But the Prophetic party was the more vigorous, and alert,
and was the educating factor in the community.
Just at this time there mxmwmxm happened an event that
zave the Trophetic party a tremendous power. A vast Hoarde of
e s RS HAT ASU
S8ythians from the North came tearing down across the the shore
line of Palestine on the way to Bgypt, ruthlessly destroying
villages, men women and children., Jeremiah probably desdribes
this in chapter 4,3 to 10 30. Thile Judah was not attached by
this horde, it was frightened in proper style, and Jeremiah and
Zephaniah made use of the events as mmmikex the basds of another

prophetic onslaught,

Jeremiah had received his gall to prophecy in 626, Jjust
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abont the time of the Seythianz invasiong

Already his terrible prophecies, warning people of the dread

Bvyil from the North.

"flee for Baféty, ye children of Benjamin, out of the midst

of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa , and raise

up a signal on. Beth-haccherrem ; for evil lookethq forth

-

from the north , and a great destruction."” Jer: 6,1.
It-adeé not ﬁake rmich iﬁaginafion for us to-day to see what
terrors might be stirred up in the people by such utterances.
Already the effect was appearing. Repairs were being made on

the Temple to show some king of love for Yahweh. That is al-

ways the easiest way to sooth the conscience .

eiwgxrapairetx . Some prophet denounces the sins of the

times and the ruler repairs the temple, & A\ 4
Y / ( < |{ f ""“"""""P“S‘Ef' U Y
CEf R CHAPTER 34. |
Y e e i oo sy, 8 )

CHAPTER 22. m‘&‘%’,,ﬂfe taw, Josiah sendeth to Iuldah to inguire of the

Huldah prophesieth the destruction of Jerusalem

s good_ ref, 3 He taketh for the ir of the bt reapi of Ay I i & s

X {:r:-m”ﬁ ol P g e Tha oo, Josiah |1 feizd'i;!“éié?f,ﬂf.{zll‘r;'.‘hiﬁ"?-i.f;’.’:&,. bt ““"‘_‘.‘r’;i’(:.f;;“"”
sendeth to Huldah to inguire of the Lord, 15 Huldah pro- =, k g e covenant with 3

pmn;:k :{hc destruction of Jerusalem, but respite thereof in O'SI AH! was eight, years Old

Josiah's time.
= : when ‘ el
O-SAH* was eight years old|: reigned 1-,11}2 bﬁ%ﬂlnl}o reign, c;lﬁd ltle
when he began to reign; and he years rirsa-lemoneand thirty

[

reigned thirty and one years in Je- 9 ; CPBL CA
o i e (2 Ao 2 fia i s g
wcis J fd 1;—cla,h, ‘luhe daughter of Ad-a- in the ways of Di'vid his father, and
T'ah of *Bos’cath. : T 5 ? €
2 And ho did that which was Tight ggﬁl]{-}c})eﬁ]e?%Eﬁhw to the right hand
in the sight of the Lorp, and walked 3 Forin th‘g aiohih meanel hig e
in all the way of Da'vid his father, kil Tig Sl year,o 1‘ S;) g1,
ﬂnddtde i = aoitothy Hight to seelc qfté;-stﬁst(}gglg]fgb{ivic?g}ig
and or to the left. e i
. e 1 ; ather: and relf rear he
tgeﬁﬁ{l Y C&m*ic to_pass‘:i in the eigh- began to* pu;;;lc 31:‘1(2(1?11%311 ch;f’&;
b L year of king Jo-sT'ah, that I¥m from the high® places. and the
he king sent Sha’phan the son of groves, and {1 E1 paces, ¢ o
Az-a-lT'ah, the son of Me-shiillam, i L9 Caryed HNARERIAD
El;t; i:;cgmhe, to the house of the Lorp, 4 And fhlegfmﬂll&ﬁse down the altars
- [SULS (28 -

2 i : A of Bi/al-im in his pre o he
tii&%gpnfi Hll—kl’e;}l}l thqe }}1{;11 priest, "ima{:geas Tﬁ ,:tlf ::Z,S?gngff nlfﬁ]? Iﬁ)g;e
e brough{-, y is;:Jomthée 1511\‘31‘ x;luih ! them he cut down: and the groves,
Lorp, which the “kctla?)lésl,'s gf Ehg anc}t the carved images, and the
adoor ha; . : 1 molten images, he brake in pieces,

5 And 1‘(:.;‘.a 51:(511:;3 rggli(i-fef-h?tpﬁ?g iim i and made (h?st of “them, and stlg'owed
Eand of the doers of the work, that| | ;ﬂ upgﬂ t{le tgraves of them that had
s tho evorseht of tho liolso of i g e

oy et them give it to t ; : " : : i
doers of the work whi%}; ef;;ti';? tk: gl_‘l’ests upon theiraltars, and cleansed
u'dah and Je-ru'sa-1ém.

6 And so did he in the cities of Ma-
nig'sch, and &’phra-im, and Sim’e-on,
even unto Niph'ta-li, with their/|,
‘mattocks round ahout.

7 And when he had broken down

the altars and the groves, and had
Heatan +tha orawan Jmaces into? now-

=
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1T ‘Kings

|house of the Lorp, to repair the
breaches of the house,

¢ Unto carpenters, and builders,
and masons, and to buy timber and
hewn stone, to repair the house.

7 Howbeit there was no reckoning
made with them of the money that
| was delivered into their hand, be-
cause® they dealt faithfully.

unto Shi'phan the scribe, I have

house of the Lorp.
gave the book to Sha'phan, and he
read if. )

9 And Shi’'phan the scribe came to
the king, and brought the king
word again, and said, Thy servants
have *gathered e money that was
found in the house, and have deli-
vered it into the hand of them that
do the work, that have the oversight
of the house of the Lorb.

10 And Shi'phan the scribe ghewed
the king, saying, Hil-ki'ah the priest

_|Sha/phan* read it before the king.
king had heard the words of the

clothes.
.| 12 And the king commanded Hil-
ki'ah the priest, and A-hikam the
son of Sha’phan, and **Xch’bor the
gon of <Mi-chi/iah, and Shi'phan the
scribe, and As-a-hf’ah a servant o
the king's, saying,
13 Go ye, inquire' of the LORD for
me, and for the people, and for all
Ji'dah, concerning the words of this
book that is found:: for great'® 7s the
wrath of tho Lorp that is kindled
against us,because our'® fathers have
not hearkened unto the words of this

which is written concerning us.

14 So Hil-kT’ah the priest, and A-ht-
kam, and Xch’bor, and Sha'phan,
and As-a-hi’ah, went unto Ful'dah
the prophetess, the wife of Shéllum
the son of *Tik'vah, the son of Hir'-
has, keeper of the wardrobe;® (now
she dwelt in Je-r'sa-1ém /in the col
lege;) and they communed with her.

15 And she said unto them, Thus
saith the Lorp God of Ig'ra-el, Tell
the man that sent you to me,

16 Thus saith the Lorp, Behold, 1
will bring evil upon this place, and
"L upon the inhabitants thercof, even all hen

the words of the book which the king
of Judah hath read:
| 17 oBecanse they have forsaken me, |
and have burned incense unto other
gods, that they might provoke me to
anger with all the works of their
hands; therefore my wrath shall be
| kindled against this place, and shall
| [0y g1 PAIaATEp PAT puu
|| ur_punog seav quiy KLauour “zh which
|| v ¢ 9avy syuvATas Ly pug 20 thus
|| proa au ey qqﬁ'nn.ul fnm ?° the
|| 03 eurwo aqg.ms;'ualr[:,1 wdyge % ;:'
PO ppw 6, P
03 30oq a1} aavd ‘l"’!!i[.l{l.]l: [1)'1‘[ L8
f:n[] JO asuor A3 UL MR a1y J()"'\ MO

PUNOJ DAL [ ‘DYLIIS Y 1y ([‘,[Uml oy

prus gseuxd s a1y 1[::1}[[,H[ p‘l'llS J‘;]Igm
Al
LCATRE 4puayy £

8 And Hil-kT’ah the high priest said i

found™ the book of the law in the &
And Hil-kt'ah |

hath delivered me a book. And ¥
4

11 And it came to pass, when the

book of the law, that he “*rent his |

i

:

]

T

book, to do" according unto all that

2y e Ty e

IT Chroniclew

der, and cut down all the idols|-
throughout all the land of Is'ra-el,
1

he returned to Je-ru'sa-lém.

§ Now in the eighteenth year of his
reign, when he had purged the land,
and the house, he sent Sha’phan the
son of Az-a-1'ah, and Ma-a-sé'iah the
governor of the city, and Jo'ah the
son of Jo'a-hiz the recorder, to re-
pair the house of the Lorp his God.

9 And when they came to Hil-ki'ah
the high priest, they delivered’ the
money that was brought into the

house of God, which the Lé'vites|.

that kept the doors had gathered of

the hand of Ma-nis’seh and &’
m, and of all the remnant of IIJ;]’;?-
el, and of all Ji'dah and Bén'ja-min
and they returned to Je-ru'sa-1ém. ,
tl1(} A.nd they put ¢ in the hand of
1e workmen that had the oversight
of the house of the Lorp, and they
gaveit to the workmen that wrought
in the house of the Lorp, to repair
and amend the house:
“11 LEven tothe artificers and builders
gave they 7¢, to buy hewn stone, and
timber for couplings, and to floor the
houses which the kings of Ji'dah had
destroyed.
12 And the men did the “work
fzythﬁ_nlly : and the overseers of them
?Iigf‘ef_ Ja’hath and O-ba-dvah, the
Zg vites, of the sons of Mér'a-ri; and
éch-a-r7’ah and Me-shiil’lam, of the
sons of the Ko'hath-ites, to set it for-
ward; and other of the Lé'vites, all
that could skill of instruments of
musie, |
]Es Also they were over the bearers”
!?h burdens, and were overseers of all
z%t wrought the work in any man-
;1181 ‘of service; and* of the Leé'vites
pé?ti:st,em scribes, and officers, and
14 And when they brought out the
money that was brought into the
house of the Lorp, Hil-k'ah the
priest found a *book of the law of
th_g Lorp given ‘by Mo'ses.
15 And Hil-ki'ah answered and said
to Sha’phan the seribe, I have found
the book of the law in the house of
the Lorp. And Hil-k'ah delivered
the book to Sha/phan.
16 And Shé’phan carried" the book
to the king, and brought the king
word back again, saying, All thab
was committed sto thy servants,
they do it.
17 And they have?gathered together
the money that was found in the
house of the Lorp, and have delivered
it into the hand of the overseers, and
to the hand of the workmen.
18 Then Shé/phan the scribe told the
];1118" ga.}‘l']lg, Hil-ki'ah the priest
hath given me a book. And Sha'-
phan read ‘it before the king.
1_9 And it came to pass, when the
king had heard" the words of the
law, that he rent his clothes.
20 And the king commanded Hil-
ki’ah, and A-hi’kam the son of Sha"

-

vhan. and iiWdon the gon of Micab, ...
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and Sha'phan the scribe, and Xs-a- ,

T'ah a servant of the king’s, saying,

21 Go, inquire! of the Logrn for me,
and for them that are left? in Is'ra-el,
and in J'dah, concerning the words
of the book that ig found: for great®

s the wrath of the Lorp that is
poured out upon us, because our fa-
thers have not kept the word of the
Lorp, to do after all that is written
in this book.

22 And Hil-ki’ah, and they that the
king hed appointed, went to Hil'dah
the prophetess, the wife of Shal'lum
the son of Ty <'vath, the son of «His'-
rah, keeper of the wardrobe;* (now
she dwelt in .J e-ri’sa-1ém in the col-
lege:) and they spake to her to that
effect.

23 And she answered them, Thus
saith the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, Tell
¥e the man that sent you to me,

24 Thus gaith the Lorn, Behold, 1
will bring evil upon this place, and
upon the inhabitants thereof, even
all the curses that are written in the
book which they have read before
the king of Jii'dah:

25 Because they have forsaken me,
and have burned incense unto other
gods, that they might provoke me
to anger with all the works of their
hands; therefore my wrath shall be
poured ‘out upon ‘this place, and
shall not he quenched,

26 And as for the king of Jii'dah,
who sent you to inquire of the Lorp,
80 shall ye say unto him| Thus saith
the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, concerning
the words which thou hast heard;

27 Because thine heart ‘was tender,
and thou didst *humble thyself be-
fore God, when thou heardest his
words against thig place, and against
the inhabitants thereof, and hum-
bledst thyself before me, and didst
rend thy clothes, and weep before
me; T have even heard fhee? also, |
saith the 1ogp.,

28 Behold, T wil] gather thee to thy
fathers, ang thou shalt be gathered
to thy prave in peace, neither® shall
thine eyes sep all the evil that I will
bring upon this place, and upon the
Inhabitantg of the same. So they

rought the king word again.

29 Then' the king sent and gathered
Logether al] the elders of Ja'dah and

e-ru’sa-lgm,

30 And the king went up into the

house of the Lorp, and all the men
of Ju'dah, and the inhabitants of
Je-ru'sa-lém, and the priests, and
the Lé&'vites, and all the people,
‘great and smail; and he read in
their ears all the words of the book
of the covenant that was found in the
house of the Lorp.

31 And the king stood" in his place,
and made a covenant® hefore the
Lorp, to wallk after the Lorp, and to
keep his commandments, and his
testimonies,*® and his statute_s, with
all his heart, and with all hig soul,
|to Yperform the words of tl}e cove-
nant which are written in this book.
32 And he caused all that were pre-
sents in Je-ru'sa-1ém and Bén’ja-min
to stand to 7. And the inhabitants
of Jeru'sa-lém did according to the
covenant of God, the God of their
fathers.

33 And Jo-st’ah took away all the
abominations® out of all the countries
that zertained to the children of Is'ra-
el, and made all that were present
in Is'ra-el to serve, even to serve the
LORD their God. And all his days'’
they departed not from 7following
the Lorp, the God of their fathers.
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II Chronicles 34 says that after the close of a very vigorous
reform in Judah under the direction of Josiah , Shaphan, the
scribe , was sent by Josiah the King to Hilkish the High
priest in the Temple to get an accounting of the funds and pay
off the workmen who have been engaged in the repair of the
Temple.

After these business matiers are attended to, Hilkiah

]

the High Priest, tells Shaphan that while the repairs were
being made , he had discovered $he book of the law in the
House of Yahweh.

Hilkiah gave the book to the Scribe Shapham who read it

and in turn told Josieh about it and read the hook to Josish.

| 10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed / '
the king, saying, Hilkial the priest K
hath delivered me a book. AmlI Sha- . L——z————u\ cies )
phan read it before the king.

711 And it came to pass, when the
king had heard the words of the book

| of the law, that he rent his clothes.

12 And the king commanded Hilkiah
the priest, and Ahikam the son of Sha-
phan, and ¥ Achbor the son of 4Mi-
chaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and
Asahiah a servant of the king's,saying,

13 Go ye, enquire of the Lonrp for me,
and for the people, and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this book that
is found: for great Zs 'the wrath of the
Lonrp that is kindled against us, be-
cause our fathers have not hearkened
unto the words of this book, to do ac-
cording unto all that which is written
concerning us.

5

As the account indicates , the King was deeply stirred, and

it i

entered into a solemn covenant to abey the injunctions o the
law. Thus the prophetic party after a hundred years of struggle

came into power.
' II Kings 23
'And the king sent, and they gothered unto him all the

elders of Judeh and of Jerusalem . And the king went up &
to th? house of Yahweah, and all the men of Judah and all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him , and the priests
%%%hthe prophets , Eokkxgruaiommixsma¥® and 81l the peoplé
Wordsgriat and small : and he read in their ears sll the
e of the book of the covemant which was found in
e Use of Yahwehh, And the King stood by the pillar
made g eovenant before Yahweh, to walk after Yahweh
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, and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and
his statutes, with all his heart, and all his soul, to
confirm the words of this covenantthat were written in
this book: and all the people stood to the covenant.”

II Kings 23 1--3,




Lecture VI B 1.
Thus we have the Biblica& account oFf the great Reforms of
Xing Josisah, Following he reading of this document, the book of

A

R oy 6o 3 E
the Covenant, Josiah a general religious reformation., Now the
‘*———--—-—--——-—-—.___________-—-—»—-——-._._ {’ ——— L — e ——

reforms that he brings about indicate the nature of the evils that

S et

the prophetic party had been Tighting against. These evils which
the priestly party defended , and which the majority of the peo-
ple defended up to the time of Josish's reign , and reformation
throw a great deal of light upon the religious and social customs
of srael and Judah.
The most important reforms considered in the order of the
narrative in II Kings are as follows.
First. A1l the vessels for the Baal and for all the Hosts of
ey R e PR AT P A,
Heaven, the sun, the moon and the heaven , and the planets. were
to be brought out for the Temple and burned and the ashes scattex

ed on the graves of the commonnpeople,

Secojnd . The Ashera were destroyed. These were posts, which

) g remote T ST SR T ""'"’""'""“""""—""'%:.-ry-ua‘#‘!“\"\‘!“i"{aﬂ T

from time immemorail had stood beside the alter of Yahwehh in gll

the temples of Judali and Israel. They are believed to have been

Survivals of the days of tpee worship., o @,&Wd‘\» W
Third  V .7 .."And he brake down the houses of the Sodomiteg

that were in the house of Yahweh » Where the women wove hangineg

for the Ashera." The Hebrew word is Kedesh, and Kadeshah, and pe.
fers , not to ordinary immorality, but +o "immorality practiseg
in the worship of a deity, and in the immediate precinets of g

temple, "

Asa, King of Judah ({ 918 ~-877) tried to exierminate this

rractise { Ikingg XV 12-13 ) bput i persisted even up to the

time of Josian, 7"hether this practise was & natural part of
of Israel the Peop.Le ol @ I’H'CIJ.J.?A.LJLG VIIEL U D MAULL & Vil U, LW A G U e v
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religious system of Israel is not Ymown.' It has been related to
Babylonian origin as part of the worship of Ishtar. Based upon
I kings X& XV 18 it has been held that the Ashara is connected
with this custom of Religious Irostitution" and that it was s

widersm ead and deep rooted custom =mmmmxxEk up to the time of
Josiah, W\M&/ yW ,

The DNDeuteronomiec Law({Dt *XIII 18-19) bhanishes and prohih-

its such practises.

Fourth, II Xings 23 ,10- "And he defiled Tophet which is in the
valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son

fmxrassxthxergh or his daughter to pass through the fire to

6 Wherewith sliall T come before )
the Lorp, and bow myself before the
high God? shall T come before him| that Josiah put an end to the practise of sacre-
with burnt offerings, with calves sof

a year old? : it
7'Will' the Lomp be pleased with|b born c¢hild to Iloleek , II Chron. 28 , 3 says

thousands of rams, or with ten thou-

smdsofnversofoﬂ?shallIgwemy sereficed _hiS children in the ¥ire in the Valley &

firsthorn, for m anscression, the

frui nyhody? forthesinof mysou
8 He hath shewed thee, O mman,|I ChTOT. 33, 6 credits llanassah with thé same

what 7s good; and w hat? doth thc

| Lorp require of thee, but® to do . - = . .
; justly, and* to love mercy, and’ to|rémiah 7,32 and 32, " And they have built the high

\ walke humbly with thy God?
pldges= of Tophet which is in the Valley of Hinnom to bubn their

sons and their dsughters in the fire; which I cormanded not,
nefther came it into my mind."
Such were the religious practises whieh the reformation
of Josish accomplished., in or about the yuaB‘SBESILC. It has a
general bearing upon the entire history of Hebrew hisotry. If the
children of Israel has accepted these laws forbidding such pree-
tices on lMount Sinai , possible a thousand years before, why
should it he necegsary to drive them out at this time,
Either the alleged ancient commandments had not been

heeded at all by Israel, or just at this time in the history of

of Israel the people were realizing that such religious practises
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Sacreficing the first born children , and sexual immorality
in the name of Religion , and worshopping other Gods than Yshweh
and worshinping the sun, moon and other heavenly hodies were not

compatable with justice, and merey.
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The next question for consideration is this y~=="What has

I e s

hecome of thls rnmarkable book that was found 1n the iemple dur-

- ,,,.r.._ud--ﬂ-ﬂ“ «\«-:-1 A AR T ST AT

1ng the reign of J081ah a bhook whlch brougnt about 8 virtual

e

o IR PRI

revolutlon is relﬂlous nraetlse o; Israel 1n the year 6223

I T R \,, KRR

Ot Sy o i
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It is called tne booL of t%e Law . Does it refer to the

Torah , or Pentateuch. It certqinly cannot refer to that, for
from either point of view this would be impossible. If the Penta-
teuch was written by lloses as was once claimed, it is inconceiv-
able that the Jewsish people should lmow so little about it as to
have its discovery in the Temple cause such a commotion . On
the other hand It could not be the Torah for as +the account reads
» & lot of business was transacted on the day that it was found.

‘ fwsimivoramix Shephan read to himself , and then he
read it to Josiah,-- all in the same day. It would take not far
from 36 hours of steady Mast reading to read the Pentateuch once,

Then Josiah read to the peonle all at one standing.

But in view of the nature of the reformation csused by
historical books

the book, and the references to it in the book of Rxuphwts,
has k=mmx become the accepted explanation mfxkiis +that the book
found in the temple is preserved as a part of Deuteronomy.
Chapters(5 to 11 probably, £k 12 to 26) and chapter 28 of the
present book of Deuteronomy probably are the book of the Law found
in the Temple by Hilkiah. Some Scholars include simply chapters
12 to 19 %P@Hﬁé and 28,
. Trezmxyasxagmaxx This core of Deuteronomy may be described

as a book of instruction ; 1t contains statutes and ordinances I

It can be read in & short time ; it is written in the style of

& personal appeal ; it contains repeated threats of Judgement
and ends with a firnhtfu/ denunciation of Yarweh's curse upen
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upon those who disobey. Smith's history of Israel 264 .
T e

There have been many conjectures as to haw the hoolk might
have happened to he in the temple. Some have held, and not without
reason that it was simply a triek. The prophetic party wrote the

book and put it there. Others have held that Hilkiah, a friend
of the prophet Jeremiah , was a party to the trick. Others have
heﬁd that it was the work of some very devout seribe, who wrote
it and left there , and that the finding of it was perfectly
honest., That it was not an o0ld book is indicafed by the fact that
both Josiah, Hilkiah andls 2. read it without difficulty.
PEEE truth will hanﬂié’hver be known, and one guess is as good as
another. But the point to be noted is this-that afThis time
weigamils o0l Judah becomea“people of a religion. They have g
Bible. Here in Deuteronomy Chapters {?to 19,m2Q and 28 we have the
firsﬁ Book of Religious Instruction in Jevsish Histbry,.
Prof. Smith sums up the significance of this whole move-
ment in a very able passage.
"It was not the o0ld Baal worwhip alone that wearied the
souls of these faithful men. Survivals in the time of Ezekiel
show that the primitive totemism was found even in the temple.
The partisans of Egypt had introduced Ipxtkmz the Pantheon of
that country. The Assyrian gods introduced by Ahaz mg; have
been banished by Hezakiah , but they had returned in full force
under Manassah, Jeremiash describes the whole population engaged
in a festival to the Queen of Heaven--- probably the Babylonian
Ishtar233- whose consort or paramour, Tammiz, was bewailed
by the mwmmmx women , even in the mmmxits Temple courts dewn to

the last days of Jerusalem. The sun worship dhdicated by the

horses and chariots already noticed is also described by
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Tzekiel. We esannot wonder that men who had absorbed Hosea's
idea of Israel's exclusive relation to Yahweh , should be both
indignant and sick at heart. TIf Yahweh was Isreal's husband
who had cared for her in the past, who had led her through the
wilderness, who had given her the land of Canaan, filling her
heart with food and gladnessi--- If at the same time he was a
jealous God , not tolerating rivals or partnersiild-- then i$
was plain that Israel (now represented by Judsah) was in a per-
ilous nosition. The Dsuteronomist , or his successor, who formu-
lated the faith these men gavé Judaism, Christianity , and

Islam their common bhasis; :Egggeh ThJ God,is one : and thou

Wm.a\ﬂm:— i ST S NI e . 1 R SETEPITN

shalt love Yahweh , thinEE«Léﬂiﬁh all thy mlnd and wlth all th
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thJ beln and Wlth all they strength.” Deut. VI 4ff com
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X 12-15.
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In dther words this Deuteronomist movement is a movement
of practical monotheism. Other nations may have their Gods, but
Israel has her Yahweh, and him alone will the children of Israa

love, worship and honor.



Dates.

722
639
626
621
607
597
586
549
538

516

11y~ Jellig o Exils

Fall of Samaria.
Josiah.
Call of Jeremish,
Dis. of Bk. in Temple.
Nineveh dest.
Ist * dept. of Jews.
Jerusalem Destroyed.

- 38 Cyrus of Persia.
Cyrus Captures Babylon.

2nd. Temple dedicated.
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The fall of Zamaria in 721 B/ G/ had marked the end of Israel

among the nations of the Earth. She has become immertal , not becaus‘
£ “‘_gr_" e e N T SRR T e TS

of any great acheivment 1n polltlcal commercial affalrs but She

MR i TRl R S R .~

has become great largely because she produced Amos and Hosea and
indirectly through them the collections of fyths, legends and laws
found in the inmixkxx J docgment of the.fentateuch.

A T DN R, sy AT PN SR smirar T

Iwxfx In the year o?gb Hosieh , under the ippulse of the
prorhetic movement brought about the great religious reforms
of his reign of which we have been speaking. The reader now wonders
if, after all these centuries, Judah , the remnant of Israel, is to

be true and Loyal to the God,"Yahweh'. J081ah was able to accompllsh
',p.,-u i oy a5y ¥ o TRy Vot g 38 R, o ,“

Such results as he dld both 1n hlS religious reformatlon, and in hls

g T A R

exten81on of the boundry of hlS klngdom e because the Asayrlan

----- ""!'Aun. n‘m

1 A T P e

was on the wane . Its v1ta1ity nad already gone, but its successor
e i L

had not come to cleim the booty.Jesiah enjoyed twenty years of pm
peaceful rule before the Rmkykmwismsxwa #yimg coming Babylonians

in the downfall

g RTTRAT

e

met the passing Assyrians in the Zx==s
of the great Ninéveh in 606& or 7 B.C.
Butwigﬁiﬂyggore an ambitious Pharoah of nglt ; Hecho set
out to secure a portlon ‘of the crumbllng Assyrian Empire. He and
his tremendous army passed through Esdraelon over which Jesiah
claimed sovereignty. Josiah refused to let Neche pass, and set
out with his small mmxx army and casting himself upon his god
Yahweh, with whom he and his people has just made the great
deuteronomic Covenant, engaged Necho in Battle. Net only were his
forces defeated, but the king was slain, izgﬁﬁhmﬂuﬁaﬁaﬁ the
gfgat reforms of Jesiah 607. The peoplzﬁgﬁb'ﬁad rebelled , and ggq
cepted dni§“5?¥§"EUE!§ﬂ'ﬁcquiessence the drastic reforms of theip
Xing Josish , leooked upon his death as a vindication of imme—
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their vosition and a demonstration of the error and wickedness oft
the proprhetic party.The result was that all the old vepular relig
ious institutions that Josiah had brushed aside , were brought

back , and there followed,as always happens in a reaction, a per-

iod of vnolitical errors and religious crimes that were the contenm-
porary events if not the first causes of Judah's finel downfsall.
In 597 came the downfall and first deportation of mf of Judaites
to Babylon. Zedekish was left as king, ruling as a vassal to
Babylon. He instigated a revolt, and Babylon rsponded by sackings
the city of Jerusalem, burning, destroying the Temple, and taking
the people to Babylon.

Thus ended the career of the Hebrew people as a politicsl iX
unitwi31§86. The record of these tragic days in the 1life of these
-ﬁéoﬁle is left in the later prophecies of Jeremish, and in the
Book of Lamentations , which, though in error has heen ascribed

to Jeremiah , and caused him fto be called the weeping prophet.
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Jeremiah.

Of these tragic days the prprhet Jeremiah wss the witness. Burnig
ing with a real passion for his people, his race, and dominated
by ethical and religious standards far beyond his times he became
a leading figuwe of Judah, and an immortal of history: He was
called fto his task of prophecying in 526, five years before the

reformation of Josiah, and continued until after the fall of Jerus

salem in 586.

He came of & priestly family , and his own family were
B i o ‘Nqﬂ‘ e
among those hit har&*ﬁyu#hekf%Lorms of Josigh , and his welcome gt

the place of his home was that cordial that his townsmen sought
his life because he dared to vreach Josiah's Covenant.

He soon saw that uhe reforms of 7081ah ware 81mplv the

= oy £ ¢ . -
7 "-q.-nwn .

cleanlng the out31de of the cup, and leglslatlve reform always
B e m‘;%

is, n0110w1ﬁﬂwfﬁ§%§“5ve%§ ﬁe ritneéééﬁ thﬁ~ﬁaath of Fing Josiah,

v B R
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saw Judah come under the Dabjlonlan Yoke- saw the ImmpIEXEwims

apre DT

zaz Jerusalem tu1ce taken bv avmlos and th@ temhle hurned and

O

teh walls of the city razed to the ground

Of the B;OK70¢ isxxak Jeremlah Chabterq 46-51 and B2 were

A A e TR

later dAditions, variously vrlaced and arrnaged in various versiong
Chapter 52 is purely historical, belonging to Chronicles,

Chepter 36, ( account of making the book) and chapters 37 to

44 , chapters 28, 29 , 32 34 and 35 are in part biegraphical,
inecluding phryhecies which Jeremiah doubtless uttered , but his

not write down as is the case in the first 35 chapters.

st DR

The nature and the fearlessness of Jeremish's prophecy is |
well illustrated in the Chapter VII ,1--15 , where he stands in

the gateway to the temple and tells the people =X that their tem-»

rle worship is of no avail.
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Jeremiah 7, 1--15,

HE word that came to Jé&r-e-mi’-
ah from the Lorp, saying,

2 Stand in the gate of the Lorp’s

ouse, and proclaim there this word,
and say, Hear the word of the Lorp,
all ge of J@'dah, that enter in at
these gateg to worship the Logp,

3 Thus gaith the Lorp of hosts, the
God of Is'ra-el, Amend® your ways
and youp doings, and T will cause
you to dwell in thijg place.

4 Trust ye not* in lying words,
saying, The temple of the Lorp, The
temple of the Lorp, The temple of

he Lorp, ape these,

5 For if yq throughly amend your

Ways an your doings; if ye
bhroughly EXecute judgment Be-
tween g man and hijg neighbour;
3 If yo oppress not the stranger,
the fat;herless, and the widow, and
shed not Innocent hlpogd in this
*|Place,* nejthap walk after other geds
to your hurt;

7 Then* wij| tause you to dwell in
thig Place, in the land that [ gave
to your fathers, fop ever and ever,

8 Behold, ye trust in lying words,
-'that cannof profit,

9 Will' yq steal, murder, and com.|
it adultery, and swear falsely, and

- Urn incense yng Bi’al, and walk
after ofhep gods whom ye know
not;

10 Ang Come and stand before me|
n thig house, «ywhijeq, is called by my
lame, anq say, We *are delivered to
@0 all thege abominationg?

11 T thig house, whichs i called by
My name, ecome a den* of robbers
1 your gyag; Behold, even® I have
Seen g7, saith the Lorp,

12 But go Y€ now unto my place’
Which was in Shi’luh,’ where I set
My name ot the first, and see what?

1d to it fo. the wickedness of my
beople Ts'ra-e].

3 Ang 1ow, because ye have done
all thege Works, saith the Lorp, and

Spake untg you, *rising up early
2111&1 Ispeaking,’“ but ye heard notl;

1 e r. 11 - wrp 4 'ed
oty called y ou, “but ye angwere
14 Therefopgs Will T do unto this
hOUSG,_ Which ig cqlleq by my name,
Wherejp, Ye trust, and untg the place
Which. 1 8ave to you and to your fa-
hers, g4 I have done to Shrioh.

nd T vijpn cast you out of my
AR T g ot cast ot all o

d ef
brethren. even the whole see

Ephraim,
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hapter 26 we get a measure of the sort of man that Jeremish
In Chap S

A . e 2 A o
4 the message that he spake.This is an historical chapter
was, and -
9, 9 3 {:‘
ssibly by Bareuch which relates to the prophecy given in Chapter
»o o

‘ - g inces are insensed greatly
VII just read. The pneople and the princes B

v 4
- aTrd s J .t
~: insensed at what Jeremiah has been saying about their beloved ci e

5 chered i he Tem; the
of Jerusalem. All the people were gathered in the Temple of

city 7 =mdxtkm
12 Then spake Jér-e-rai’ah unto all

CHAPTER XXVI. the prin 0 _all the peo eISe,
i omis, L 't 1 0] - l(
e Ty, ot retento echorta saying, The Lorp sent meToprophesy

and arrigucd, 12 11ts ool " gni i3 AAZAINSt this Nolse, and_against this

e

judginent, by ths exa; le af M| ) 2 d of Uri-

Jah 5y '(:u.t"'a;ff.fc'u';{-*;fﬁui-..n:. i 14 Cify, all’ the words t y_have
IN the beginning of the reign of Je- Teant

hoiakim the son of Josial] kine of P ° yourl

Judah came this word from the LSRD, I3 Therefore _now _amend
saying, wayS,"and your S A d
2 Thus saith the Lorp; Stand in athe the voice he LORD your 2

court of the Lorp's house and speak 117 1 nt him of the evil
unto all the cities of Juﬁnh, whichl :Eitlf%g&ﬂrl)r:}gﬁlmagalustmu
Al - = e

come to worship in the Lonrp's honse,’

ball the words that I command theer 14 As for me. behold

to speak unto them; ediminish not ul AN a6 with e I good) .
word ; e

8 41f 50 be they will hearken, and and meet unto yo v .

turn every man from his evil way, that

ve “shal €
—— = = ye put me {o aeat e s o
!I may erepent me of the ev]l}: “uixl;ﬁholl T?L_\-rmf" T S ipon Vo In
| purpose to L]].O unltq them beea M

> evil of their doings. S L o T Y A
\t].ibx\%d thou shalt say unto them, Thus the mmhabitants thereot ; fo

(saith the Lonrp ; 7If ye will nnt'h_e:.llrl\i
lcn to me, to walk in my law, which
ave set before you, | 1
]lg"f:u hearlen t}o the words of my :»eé -
vants the proplets, ¢ whom T .‘iQI.It ull_l .
you, both rising up early, and :Ic.ut ing
J them. but ye have not hearkened :

96 Then will T male this house like

Shi'loh, and will make this city a

curse to all the nations of the earth.

So the priests, and the prophets,

and all the people, heard Jér-e-mi‘ah

speailf 18 these words in the house of
RD.

T——

17 Then p
ers of the ]

the Lorp hath sent me unt

SF?&K all thesée words 1n 'E'our ears;u
en sal € princes an

the people unto the priests and to
the pli‘op};lets, This man ¢ not worthy

to die; for he hath spoken to us in
the name of the Lorp our God.

0se up certain of the eld-
and, and spake to all the
assembly of the people, saying,

the Mo'ras-thite pro-
he days of Héz-e-ki'ah

8 Now i . T X o ing of Jﬁ-’dah, and spalke to all the Ay W wmes
mﬁh“ﬁ;gcame fo pas, v .hen J?I- i people of Ji'dah, gq -'jﬁ Thussaith B.58 SSET Q4 £g3=
i made an end of speaking the Ig Tl be SSE 553§ )
all that the Lorp had commanded DD of hosts, Zi'on shall be 2 Hoe =g
hi plowed Zike a field, and Jerwsalom $as 5 HE 28| ©wg™

™ t0 spealk unto gl] the peaple, that shall b o ) and Je-ru'ss HHE D.ﬁ,{% 23] 85 .
€ priests,® and the rophets. and o1 Jecome heaps, and the moun- Hes 45 SEOE
e people, took phiri sa,y;ng t?’ln £t e hiouse as the high placis BT &, 55 8 23 Tied g i
Thou g T A4 Y of a forest, 435 SWES Q05D
i, . : g4 Hezekitah king of Jidah ST .0 E egd o 88T
5 ¥ hast thoy brophesied in the and all Ji'dah put hi at all to E§IETEXT g PRI S
: }il!ﬁe of the LORD_, Saying, This house death? diq h;; nI;:ufe-n-’l;ntlcl iORD =8 el S Bl cegd g :
Shg.ﬂ ﬁg ég;gI‘?tlél;lxg];l’lcﬁtl;dmth}ufll?iﬁf and h'esought thoe “ﬁorm, .‘:?nd the rg ﬁ%r & 5%’% & E ;,\f 'g.'.q l
S0lE ut & abl- i 5 1.c i > Lt Eal @ g e
N7 And all the eople were gath- hion, cbented”® him of the evil 7 ?Dkdu B - R
o 5 = v H ” 3 insti e . Yo ==
gé'iiaiamst Jér-e—lgj’allll in the house ELI;;]; h%hlll]zd DEJI OIHTS}m(ed I?l%rzllllll:é' 'Pﬁ)"g k- gﬁ E-—“’F ® o ] g g ; °8
€ LoRD, . ght" we proc s o R rs.n‘é e
: = great agai - g mPAkjoE 2
Igsglﬁ?} the princes of Jit‘dah heard g20 A]?:{ﬂﬂ':gfgn‘s‘ig“‘hfgﬂsﬁl_m shat B 5 E Sa<4%8 g b Z e EO =
1NES, then they came up - et Toih, o HO G Ty YK 0B IETPYwTELRS
from the k{;lg’s house uni'o the house brophesied in the name of the Lorp, NEggENESESR ! T

 the Lorp, and gat down in® the
;f*llﬁl'y of the new gato of the Lorp's

11 Then gpgjke the priests and the
Prophets untg the princes, and to all
1e” people, saying, 'This nan 7s*
Yorthy to die; fors i ]

w

and "fled,

JITjah the son of Shém-a-Tah of
&a-rim, who prophesied
NS city, and against this
land, according to all the words of

Kir'jath—j
against t]

er-e-mi'ah:

21 And when J, e-hoi’a-kim the king,
With all his mighty men, and all tho
princes, heard his words, the king
Sought'® to put him to death; but
when U-r7jah heard it, he was afraid,

and went into flevpt. I
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Oone more point to be referred to in Jeremiah. In Chapter
%6 we have a very good descr ion of the origin, purpose and |

setting of a prophetic book. It may be that it refers simply to

g

a few chapfers in the first part of Jeremish. But here is the a
story in brief, Jeremiah was enxious that the king should know of
what he was saying to Judah, so he wrote down his prophecies, or
rather Baruch wrote them from the mouth of Jeremish , and made

+them into a book . Baruch wrote and read the prophecies in the’
g

temple, and then passed them on to the kiﬁh\kThe regd them, and as

fast 28 he read them , he burned them @n the Xigkk heater which

warmed his room, or furnished the light for reading. Jeremish then
re-wrote them, making many additions. This second writing we
ioubtless have in the early sections of Jeremiah.
7ith the passing of Jeremiah, and the deportation of
the remnanta of Tsrael the glory of the Israelites ceases. Their
defeat was the means however of bringing intd the theught of man

(o]

the conception , t%e moral prineiple for whieh Jeremiah stands as

D s L T e

the logiecal 1mpersonat10n . that there are standerds of conduet,

.
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both personal and naulonal thau are more 1mportant and more

b
o e yoaieet v
i v T A i e (Lo " o

;eal than life itself. It was a supreme moment in Israel's Hls-
BT SIS ¢ TR a7 ™ e F 1y IR et I BT T A L

tory, far greater than when David was madé king, that moment when
Jeremiah stood before the people in the temple ,and said To

them,” "But as for me, behold, I am in your hand : do with me as

A U i o e TS AR R T TR A P R TR ST M TR st Ty BIGR od

is good and riﬁhiwip”ymnxwﬁyas*,qngi ?now Je for certaln that 14

N g o AT RN, T

ye put re to death, ye will bring innocent bhleod upon yourselves,

ey L
e AR5 o 3 DA P g Wy it 0, T A SR T 8

aﬁ&“unon thls qltv and upon the inhabitants thereoff : for of a

W

'truth Yg@webﬂhas sent me unto you to speak all these words in

Srreaip - A

your ears ,"
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Already you have had a glimpse of the Exile in the references
of last Sunday night to the so-called 8econd Isaish. In that
lecture I pointed out how the idea of Israel as the suffering
servant of Yahweh developed during the Exile. Israel was still
the chosen nation of Yahweh, but she must do her work in silent
suffering, dispised and rejéctea of men. As you see this idea
was like unto the idea of Jeremiah,- "even though you kila me %
vet @katx I bear witness to the truth!
One of the great figures of the Exile
Fhexgroxixtigmer of the Exile was the prophet Ezekiel.
He was taken from Jerusalem with the first contingent of Exiles
in 597. VVas among the leaders of the religious party. Then the
Exiles first landed in the Babylon they were re-assured as to thet

future . The fact that Yahweh had not permitted Jerusalem and

:" combined with their class contempt

]

the Temple to be destroyed
for the sort of people left in Jerusalem, made them cling ImEmmx
tenatiously to the belief that they would be returned to Jerusalem
During this period Ezekiel was continually trying te combat this
delusion,
But after the saéking and destruction of the Temple in
586 B.C. Ezekiel began to prophecy the return and the rebuilding
of the Temple. He saw that the end of Israel as a pelitical nation
had come, at least for the present, but Israel as the purified,
and glerified witness to Hahyeh , expressed in terms of priestly
beauty, and a beautiful new Jerusalem, with a new Temple , and
a purified ritual was the vision that he had before him, In all
of his prophecies there is more of the mechanical day-dreaming

longing , than there is that spirit that we saw in Jeremish.

Rimesx Another light is thrown upon Ezekiel by thefact, as it
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seems that fthe Book of Ezekiel =m® was edited and arrnaged by the
author himself. He belongs to the priestly school. The descrinth

the ‘measurements of the Temple , and the eity, and the ritual

in the datter chapters of his book indicate kimxprmyxhmmy his
point of view., fmxmEmmmmrEx It was that of the Priestly rule. In
his elaborate ritual he forshadows the development of the Exiles
in their return , and the building of the second ftemple. Using the
now plastic material of the Exiles he moulded them into a people
to whom the worship of foreign Gods and the observance of primitw
customs was abhorrent;-to thom indeed the letfer of the law, as
outlined by the priest Ezekiel was as the volice of Hayweh. The
old free, adventerous spirit of the prophet and given way t;; the
chaste , disciplined obediance to the priestly cult.
It was Ezekiel's task to accomplish this, and prepare the way

for the return fpom the Exile, and the establishment of the secod

Temple?



