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Beifforgq'beginning this lecture I want to make twe or three genersal
aeh : '
remarks,
First. It is frequently ssid that the truth or falsity of the

ty is involved in this question of the resur-
SRl 7 the #emdx Jesus. There is no connection between the two,

The idea of immortality is a failh in the value of human life. The

guestion of the resurrection of Jesus is one of hostoricsl ceriticism,

besed upon evidence., If it can be demonstrated that Jesus wes raised

i -he dead, that proves nothing about immorts1lit it simply proves
rom 9 ! s Ly b

thet Jesus was raised from the dead. For how long, no one knows,
If it is proved that the stories are not true what effect has it . HEEWX

1t simply me&ans thet they are not true stories,
Second. There seems to be a fe-elin{-; that this subject is one which
should not be kaomikmdx handled in a criticnl menner, but which should be
accepted as a whole on faith. That any eritical attitude towards it
is sacreligious. To that I can only answer ik "The statement of
historic fact thal cunnoet bear the strain of ciitical examination ig

valueless.

ird. This is a very large question, and I can touekh only the
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OREOVER, brethren, I1* de-
M clare unto you the gospel which
T preached unto you, *which alsu ye
havereceived, and wheremye s‘uar;dﬂ i

2 By which also ye are saved,.llf
ye Keep in memory what I preac 1ed
unto you, unless *ye have believe
in vain.

3 For I delivered unto you first of
all that which I also received, how
that Christ died for our sins accord-
ing® to the scriptures;

4°An3 that he lx)vas buried, and th'at
he rose again the third day accord-
ing®" to the seriptures; i

SEAnd that he xlz'as seen *of C&'phas,
then of the twelve:

6 After that, he was scen of above
five hundred brethren at once; of
whom the greater part remain -ullllto
this present, but somc are fallen
asleep. {

7 Aflier that, he-was seen of James;
then of all the apostles.

8 And last of all** he was seen of me
also. as of ‘one born out of due time.

9 For T am the least® of the ape.s(i
tles, that am not meet to be calle
an apostle, because 1 persecuted the
church of God.

10 But by the grace of God I am
what I am: and his grace which .ujas.
bestowed upon me Was not In vain;
but T laboured more abundantly thm;
they all: yet not I,° but the grace 0
God which was with me.

11 Therefore whether ¢t were Ior.

g T .
they, so we preach, and so ye be

hfzv%ic‘:w if Christ be prealchcd t};?t
he rose from the dead, h‘owl ij(f)
some among you thab there 15 1

resmrrection of the dead? ).
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13 But if there’ be no resurrccrion
of the dead, then is Christ not risen.
14 And if Christ® be not risen, then
is our preaching vain, and your faith
s also vain. ]
?i;‘;ﬂ ;?'ea, and we are found false wit-
nesses of God ; because we have testi-
fied of God that he raised up Christ:
whom he raised not up, if so be that
he dead rise not. I :
tlg F%r if the dead rise not, then is

not Christ raised: _ '
17 And if Christ be not raised, your
faith® is vain; ye are® yeb 1n your
sIns. "
18 Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are nerished.

19 #If in this Jife only we have hope

'in Christ, we are of all men most;
iserable.

“fl..’lgl%ut now ¥is Christ risen from the |

dead, and become zthe firstfruits of

them that slept. |

91 Tor ¢since by man came death,
by man caie also the resurrection of
the dead. ) .

99 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.

93 But cevery man in his own order:
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they
that are Christ’s at his coming.

24 Then cometh the end, when he
shall have delivered up ¢the kingdom
to God, even the Father; when he
shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power. ‘

25 For he must reign, etill he hath
put all enemies under his feet, |

26/ The last enemy ¢hat shall be de- |
stroyed 7s death.

27 For he ¢ hath put all things under

‘his feet. Bub when he saith all thingsT
lare put under Rim, it 7s manifest that |
he is excepted, which did put all things
under him.

28 " And when all things shall be sub-
| dued unto him, then ishall the Son also ‘
himself be subject unto him that put

2ll things under him, that God may be
all in all.
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| 29 Else what shall they do which are
' baptized for the dead, if the dead rise
!not at all? why ave they then baptized
for the dead? |

30 And *why stand we in jeol)al'fl)"
levery hour? :
| 311 protest by 2lyour rejoicing which
T have in Christ Jesus our Lord, m I
die daily. [

32 If 3after the manner of men 21
have fought with beasts at Ephesus,
what advantageth it e, if the dead
rise not? ¢let us eat and drinlk; for to
morrow we die.

33 Be not deceived: Pevil communi-
cations corrupt good manners.

31 a Awake to righteousness, and sin
not ; *for some have not the knowledge
of God: §I speak this to your shame.

35 But some man will say, ¢ How are
the dead raised up? and with what
body do they come?

36 Thow fool, that which thou sowest
is not quickened, except it die:

37 And that which thou sowest, thou
sowest not that body that shall be, but
bare grain, it may chance of wheat,
or of some other gruin :

38 But God giveth it a body as it hath
glei'tsed him, and to every seed his own

ody.

39 All flesh 7s not the same flesh : but
there s one Lind of flesh of men, an-
other flesh of beasis, another of fishes,
and another of birds,

40 There are also celestial bodies,
and bodies tervestrial: but the glory
of the celestial s one, and the glory
of the terrestrial 7s another.

41 There is one glory of the sun,
and another glory of the moon, and
another glory of the stars: for one
star differeth from another star n
glory.

42 So also 7s the resurrvection of the
dead, It*issown in corruption; it*
is raised in incorruption: S

43 It"" is sown in dishonour; it 18
raised in glory: it is sown in weak-
ness; it is raised in power:
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44 Tt is sown a natural bodys; it* is
raised a spiritual body. There ;s ?1 Sy o

natural body, and there is & spiritus i is the first oldest writde

body. ) oldest writien stastement
45 And so it is written,” The first 43 04 0 have cor )
man Ad‘am was made a living soul; nat we nave concerning the
the® last Ad’'am was made a quicken: £

ing spirit. ! iere are some important T ) 3

46 Howheit that was not f}lrs;,t whltch nportant facts to be noted
is spiritual, but that which 18 natu- . i meiuiial

ral; and afterward that which 18 in connection with i%,
spiritual.

47 The* first man zs of the earth,

resurrection.

Paul was alt Iphesus. He had received g
earthy: the second man 78 the Lord e Pren &1 )
from heaven. ‘om the Corinthi . gk 3
48As$1ﬁeemﬁw¢mﬂfmﬁﬂ§% inthians (VII ,1) in which
also that are earthy: and as s Wl £ a4 T 3o S, L A
heavenly, such are they also thabare they had asked him concern ing certain guesti
heavenly. ) i iAo R dn ot 4 L1ons

49 And aswe have borne the Image| o octrine, Als ey =
of the earthy, we Sh{i“ also! bear the \1so0 news had come to him from
image of the heavenly. A i) A A e

50 %\Tow this T say, brethren, that members of the Household of Chloe that 41
flesh and blood cannot hl(lllegilt tcl>lle 1@t there x
kinedom of God; neither doth ¢ -lwere some casesy » = )
rup%ion inherit incorruption. me cases ol lax discipline y and fthat s

51 Behold, I shew youb atmys'ﬁ‘ill'gii e G S g = ome
We shall not all sleep, but we & neng ui denied the ites ecti z
all be changed, {180 esurrection, The Epistle

52 In a moment,’ in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last’ trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead
ghall be raiged incorruptible, and wepPgul'S
shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put oX
incorruption, and this mortal® must
put on immortality. B

54 So when this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortal-
ity, then shall be brought to P':}‘“-?%
the saying that is written, Death’ 15
gwallowed up in victory. )

55 07 death, where s thy sting?
O egrave, where is thy victory?

56 The® sting of death ¢s s and
the strength of sin s the law. ° .

57 Bub thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jé'sus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved prethren,
be ye stedfast,' unmoveable, alwﬂ?;(*ls
abounding in the worlk of the Lord,
forasmuch as" ye know that your i
Jabour is not in vain in the Lord.
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Hext it is to be noted that these Corinthians have asserted that
there is no resurrection from the dead., Paul is refuting them by
asserting the resurrection of the Yegd "fer if there is ne resurrectlio
of the dead then Christ has not been raiseds If Christ has not been
raised, then is our preaching vain."
Paul then demonstrates the resurrection, but his demonsira-
tion is not nistorical or scientifie, but speculative. See Chap. 15/
20 -- 28. It does not rest upon facts of experiemce buil upon the
argument that 4m in Adam 21l die, so also in Christ shall all be made

alive,"

Rukxafikwx The question arises naturally at this point why T

Paul knew of the events that ere recorded in the Bespels he did not
refer to the recordis of the resurrection of Jesus, and the resurrectio
of the saints at the time of Jemms' death. H Bul not so he has an
netirely differeni story to tell. Cephas then the twelve and then
five hundred?*

Fifth . Whereas the Gospel stories make it very plain that it was

a physical resurrection, that the body was raised’ Paul takes great

pains teo argue that is was a spiritual bedy, net of the Tlesh but an
ineorruptable,i.e« a body that could net decay or decompose* loreover
Flesh and bleoed cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven:
Such then is the earliest pecord concerning the resurrection:
Tt is spiritual, demonstrated principally by argument, and in se far
as appesl is made to the mikmx experience at the tomb, the statement

of fact vaties frem the statement in the gospel,
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First of all,then, as we turn to the Gospels and stuvdy theﬁyhey
comparitively we find a certain common {threed, and many rveculiar \e
characteristics, From the beginning of events mmxkx on the resurrecs 4
tion morning dintil the ascension, (John gives the lime as 4o days)
there is only one alleged incident where all four gospels agree \
in the narration of events. But even in this genersl agreement, the
differences in very important facts are serious. The one common
incident to all four gospels is the visit te the temb on the morning
of the Resurrection . Eliminating all disagreements and contradic-
tions, and combining the story briefly into one tale, it would
read about as follows.

Now on the first day of the week lary liggdalene went to the
tomb, ans seeth the stone taken away. Found the {omb empty. Is xZmid
amasedmand distressed. Is told that he x= "The Lord" is risen.
That she is to tell the disciples. They:.-do not believe they story
thet she tells them, Then { if you inelude lark 19/9-20) Sesus
risen appears unto them and talks with them. ( But in this last
statement there is no%?incident common to the four gospels, But
the general idea of appearance is coﬁmon)

But when we come te a study of the parsllel account in detail,
we are impressed by the many curious and often contradictery
detail, In the seene at the tomb, as the chart indicates, the
records do net commend themselves: For example. latthew has
Nary Megdalene, and the other Mary go te the tomb: Vark has Mary
Vagdalene , lary the Mother of James and Saleme : Tuke has Vary
Vagdalene, lMary the mother of James, and Joanna , while Jehn has

vary lagdalene alemne but before she enters the tomb she runs after

gimon Peter and John to come with hLer.
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In the second place the time is interesting . Matthew says that {they
went to the tomb as it bheran te dawn ; Vark says '"Very early on the
first day of the week, when the sun was risen; Iuke saya, that it
was at early dawn, while Jehn savs that lary went, "While it was |

-

yet dark.,"

da

Then the stone is another matter of interest. First of all let it |
be noted that the stone was & flat cirecular stone such as WES com-
monly used as doors of tombs. "Rolling"was the commonnway ol opening

fte door.

Matthew says,"and behold , thére was a greal earthouake ; and

an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled

awgy the stone and sat upon it. His appearance was as lightning,

\ and his raiment white as snow." Mark says, " and they were saying
E

|
* among themselves,- Who shall roll away the stone from the door of )
the tomb ? and looking up , they see that the stone is rolled back ‘
I for it was exceeding great."
Iuke has the very sinvle statemembt of fact,® " and they found
the stone rolled awsy from the tomb," John alse has the simple

: statement,--"and seceth the stone taken wway from the tomb,™

‘ Information.
| ary and the others were come to the tomb thus get certain inforp.
\

atien. to the effect that Jesus is risen, and that she is to bear
a message to the disciples. In Matthew this information comes from

the Angel who had rolled awsy the stone, and was sitting on it

and fing g

| outside the tomb., According te liark they enyer the tLomb,
|
| young men errayed in white sitling on the right side. He telils Mary

Kagdalene'what to de., According to Tuke they enter inte the tomb
and are perplexed about what they find., "And it came to pass. b

/
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chile they were perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them %
in @azzling apparel.”

Put according to John llary Goes not enter the tomb, butl stoops
and leoks in,"and she beholdeth two angles in white sitting , one
at the head, and one at the feet where the body of Jesus had lain,"

According to llatithew and John lhey do not enter the tomb. Accordipm

“o

to lark and Luke they do.

These illiustrate the differences where there is a cormonn
narrative. They are not differences in unimportant detail, but
differences of important fact. If a witness on & stend stand sho
say that at a definite place at a definite time he waw one angel,
and then later should concerning the same time and place that he
saw two angels, and again that he saw one man, and then two men, we

would begin To questiion whether he had seen any thing ai all.

Or teke the matter of the appearances’ of Jesus. According
te l'atthew he appears but once , to the Disciples on the
Vountain in Galilee.According to the mxixim oldest Nark, there

is no reccord of his appearance, but in the Pseyad ending of

Jerusalem,

gives the Emﬁaus appearance in great debail, then with Jerusale
and then at Ascension at Jethany, John witicdloodismixIss reo-
cords three appearance, With mark and luke he records the
appearance at Jerusalem , then he has an appearance %o Thomss
and the rest, and the third one at the sea of Galilee., Paul
accounts for none of these appeesrances, but says that Jesus
appeared first to Peter, then to the Twelve, ana finally to

50O,
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The second liark ending and John reccorda an appearance to Nary

Iagdalene,which is not found in the other two.

But according to MNatthew Jesus specifically tels
the larys that the Disciples ave to depart into Galilee, and
there they shall see him."But the eleven disciples went into
Galilee, unto the mountein where Jesus had appointed them.m"
when
Ak And/they saw him , they worshipped him but some doubted
him? "he Jesus spoke unto them.

But the other reccords know nothing of {he Galilee
lountain, The other three have the first sppearance to the
Diseiples assembled in Jerusalem. But the meeting &t Jerusalem
was on this first day alse. The distance from Jerusalem to Gali-
lee is at least 50 miles as the crow flies, Either the disciples
had some means of rapid transit, or these two meetings did not
take place at the same time. But what is sﬂill more to the point

both of these meetings are described as meetings where the first

appear=znce took place. iﬂxnkhxxxxixﬁsxﬁknxxxxxxxnnkxinxxxigﬁiﬂnxx
[0p $16°3 45310 1: PO 178910 3 420 B W41 WD 4

S0 one might go on pointing out these disagreements mEkwms

almest ad infinitém. But at this point it is desirable to turn

to another line of consideration, namly the relation of these
later events as deseribed to the reccords in the earlier part of
the Gospels., There are seversl points that might be taken up here.
but two will suffice. One is suggested by the phrase found in

latthew 28/17% ™ : bted," 3
Vatthe /17% "But some doubted And the other by the

statement, to the effect that the disciples did not vet kmow

that he must{ rise from the dead in order 1o fulfil the Seripture
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But Some Doubted.

Just why this statement appears in the stery is net easy to ae-
eount for. In lVatthew for exemple we have it in connection with
the account of Jesus' appearsnce on the Veountain in Galilee.

"But the eleven diseiples went inte Galilee, unto the moun-
tain where Jesus had appointed {them. And when they saw him,
seme worshipped him ; but some doubted.”
This seems very aifficult to believe. That after Jesus had met *hm
them by appointment, and telked to them, and confirmed all the
story oftHe larys to them, that any of them should doubt the fact
of their personal experience. Does this phrase represent the rec-
cord of a fact. The MNatthew Gospel is generally regardied as the
one Gospel that had its origin in Palestine, pmswmibiy why then
Goes This reccord mpyxexxx to the effect thaet some doubted appear.
The answer is myctEmx indicated by another reccord peculiar to
lMatthew. That is the record to the effeet that the FTharisees
under Pilate caused a guard to be placed at the tomb, becsuse
they feared that the diseiples would steal his body away , and *im
then sey that he had arisen from the dead. This guard was placed
as agreed, and when they reported to the Pharisees whet had hap-
penéd, the Pharisees bribed them with money teo tell every one
that they fell asleep , and while they slept , the disciples came
to steal the body. Fmm Then occurs one of those naive remarks in
these stories that shew its real charascter,” "And this saying was
spread abroad among, and continueth to this day.," %=
In other words ¥mtihmwockmm the writer of the Vatthew Gospel
knew of a story to the effect that Jesus was not raised from the

dead, but that his bedy was stolen. He inserts this story ef the

guards, peculiar te Matthew, to account for that tradition,
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But also he knew of & tradition thatl doubted the Resurrection
story, and that it & claimed the backing of the Disciples. Else
why should he introduce thé phrase, " But some doubled.”
According to Tuke he has Go demonstrate to them by showing

them thskxkm his wounds. " in answer to their doubtings , even =
after he had explained the Scriptures to them , and how he was
supposed to rise from the dead,

"See my hands , and ny feet , it is I myself ; Handle me
and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
beheld me having. And when he had said this he showed
them his hands ans his feet. And while they still dis-
believed Pfor joy, and wondered, he ssid unto them, Have
ye anything to eat ? And they gave him a piece of breiled

fish. And he toek it and ate before them."

-

8t111 further doubt. What does it mean *

According te John there are three appearnces te the Rismixh
diseiples. Here they have to be shoewn by the same process of
feeling the @&ides and feet, and eating fish ete. They are even
more exacting in John than elsewhere. But in John that appears
another of those casuasl remarks that {ell mere than they should.
FnxdwnmaXfex lary Magdalene had been to the tomb . She had sum-
moned Peter and John. They had come to the tomb, and loecked in,
They sew that it was empty, but they went away to their homes,
20/ 9/ "For they kmew not the scripture that he must rise esgainy®
from the dead."
This then is given by the Gospels nol only in John but alsex
in Tuke as an explanation fer their doubts, What I want te point

out here is this faet, the recognition of doubt among the disciph
ples concerning the fact of the resurrectien. Alse the recegnitin
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as in the lNatthew Guard story , of the persistiance even to Xix

the day of writing of a tradition concerning the stolen body.

Thy was the doubiing clause inserted, and why was the clasue that

not until after the resurrection did the diseiples know that his
resurrection was foretold in the scripiure. The answer ig thet ;
these observation were incoerporated into the story to help ex-
rlain the fact that in spite of the Earthquake at Jesus death, and

the raising from the dead et that time of several saints, and in

.

spite of the earthquake at the time of the resurrection, no one

kmew anytlhing about these facts. 7e have in these slips the neces-
sary errors thaf creep in in the reading of mythical matters inte
the fabrie eof histery. It always betrays itself.

But this first consideration, "But some doubted" leads
to the second. We have the mention eof the fact of deubt. Alse we
heve the attempt to overcome that doubt by aectual physic:l handiig

and eating. It is no illusion but the reel thing,-real bedy, and
real flesh and bleed wounds, and real fishx that Jesus eats.

b <
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Seripture fulfilled.
two Tavorite d iseciples

John says plainly in 20[ 6 that the mismmikxpi¥ss Gid not yet know ths
from the Scripture he must rise again.” Again according to Iuke
he shows them that his rising from the dead is according to the
Scripture, mmixksxs which foretold that on the third day he should
rise from the dead.

Wow hew does this situation that {the disciples did not kmew
until after his death that he should rise form the dead, and that
the Seripture foretold it, square up with fthe idea that Jesus

regaried himself as lessiah,.In these last chapters it is said that
the Diseiples did not ¥moew that he must be raised up on the third
day. What do the rest of the Gospels say?

The answer is plain. In three different parallel passages we
have the statement . First Matthew 16/21-28, Mark 8/51-5/1 and
Luke 9/22-27. we have pmactically the same words used,- 2From that

time began Jesus to shew his disciples, how he must go unte
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders‘anﬁ chief priests
and scribes, and be killed , and the third dey be raised up,"
in the second place after the story of the trangfdguration
he teels Peter and James and John particularly that they should
wak tell FEmxxmskxwfxkhmxiisgipiesxxxxx no man of what they had
risen
gseen until the son of man should be xxixmk from the dead". This
is common teo Matthew and Mark.
Again in Matthew 17/ 22-23, Mark 9/ 30-532. it says that
Jesus teught the diseiples, BThat the Sen of man shall be deliv-
ered up intd the hands of men, and that they shagl kill him, and
the third day he shali be raised up ,"

Again in Vatthew 20/ 1719 , Wark 10/32--38 , &nd luke

18/31 34. while they are about to start for Jeruselem Jemus takes
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"the twelve apart, and in the way he said unto them ,'behold we go
up to Jerusalem ; and the son of man shall be delivered unto the
cheif priests and the sdribes ; and they shall condemn him to

. death, and shall deliver him unto the gentiles to mock , and te =m
scourge and to crucify; and the third dasy he sshll be raised ap.”
After all this deliberate instruction concerning his death and
erucifixion , and especially this deliberate and sypecial taking
aside of the disciple for the purpese of telling them about it,
it sounds absurd to read in the accounts of the resurrection !
of their terror and surprise at seeing him risen, or their
stubbon unbelief, and the necessity not only of showing them

the wounds but also of breaking bread with them before they

could overcome their unbedief, Yet there was hardly two intervél
between the two alleged events. Then to have John take up the
statement flatly that they did not yet mow that according to
seripture he must rise from the dead.

What it a;; means is that these records are,not hisorical,
nor are they possible sources of historical, facts. They are
legends, or myths which , for dogmatic reasons in part, and in
rart for other reasons have been associated with {the person of
Jesus. That the events as described in the Gospels, the physiecal

resurrection with the flesh and blood, the wounds, the eating of
fish ete did not take place at all we have two good witnesses.
The first is the gospel reccords themselves, for they say so many
things unintentionally that their infentional stery is speiled
The second witness is the witness of Paul. The Gospels =m® bear
witness to a physical resurrection., Paul te a spiritual resurrectmn
declaring flatly that d£lesh and bleed cannot inherit the kingdem

od God, | ;
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There did these stories come from.
the doctrine of the Resurrection was a common one among the
harisees believedit. The Saddusekse were tlie only ones
who did not believe it. That was not a question atl issue among tk
Jewish Christians, and for many years afier the death of Jesus
the followers of Jesus were confined to the Jews almost entirely,p
or al least to prosylytes. The cuestion at issue among them was
whether or not Jesus was the llessish. Iuke 24 /21 touches what
seems to be a xaki® sound spot," In the story of the appearance
to of Jesus to those on the way to Emmaus, in respomce to questiom
by Jesus , they say,"” The things concerning Jesus of Fazareth
which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people: and how the cheif priests and our rulers delivered him

up to be condemmed to death and crucified him., But we hoped that

it was he that should redeem Israel."

That sounds natural and human. Some messianic leader he
might have been regardied by the follewers, and they might have

continued their work which he had begun, only to have their
faith in his simple human teaching taken up and transformed inot
faith in his possible messianic conception. Whatever may have
been the kernal of fact in his 1life, it éeems demonstrated by the
hopeless confusion of reccords that all the lMessianie , and'"son
of God" material that gathered about his life story is legendary
if not mythical in character.

Paul gives the cue in his various reccords 118 conver-
sions , and his dectrine of the resurrection., His r&sen Christ
whom he saw was by his own demonstration net flesh and bloed, but

spiritual, seen in a vision and a trance.(There may be valid

psychie phenomena here) The witness of him would be the second

e e
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in his glory to usher in the messianic kingdom. As we saw kefmxs
in a previocus lecture the interest of Faul was not in Jesus of
Tazareth but in the Risen Christ. Ilow the new Testament Gospels
were not written by those who kmixmwwms hoped that he should re-
deem Israel, but by those who believed in the risen Christ, not
the llessiah so much as the"Son of God" which Phile of Aj;exandria
and others like him were teaching.
XEFSFXXKEX  After recovering from the shock of Jesus death
his disciples rallied sbout the faith én him as the heavenly
#Hessiah not becsuse they had witnessed his resurrection off a
body as described in the Gospels, but beceause they believed in
his worth and tveaching. They were going to continue to follow
in his way of living. To this persen Jesus whom the Palestinian
Jews followed, mmixkmawkmm Paul attached all the Greek Christ
and Logos material, Beginning in the small way in the faith ef the
disciples in the integrity of their Jesus, it ends in the Worship
of the Son of God Iimx to whom all these contradictory stories
about the resurrection are attached.
| Where did they come. T 7ithin recent years we have been
getting answers to that question. We find that this idea of the
death and resurrection. For Example Krishna was slain. At his gmxk
death dark circles were around the moon and the sun was darkened
at noonday. He descended into Hell, rose apain from the dead
and ascended bedily into he&ven, aﬁd sscended inte heaven , many
persons witnessing his ascent." Similarly Buddha. In fact we are
finding that this myth of the death and the resurrection ef a
God is common all over the world. Prof Frager's volume Xmxkke

"Mhe dying Ged " in the Golden bough series gives a vast amount of

illuminating material wupon the general subject, But the point is
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that practically all over the world from time immemorial people
have celebrated some king of a spring festival like our easter,

with customs, and ideas closley akin to our easier customs: Its
essentail theme has been the confliet of the seasons, the life
of summer with the death of winter.In one form or another this
is the background of the whole easter xm¥m celebration. The
eggs, flowers etc, are natural witness to this. Also many of the
primitive folk customs that have survived'For example in Bohemia
is the folk song of Easter time. "Now carry we death out of the
viliage/ The new Summer into the Village/ Welcome, dear Summer /
Green little corn. In very primitive time a part of the religious
rite of this spring festival was the human sacrefice. That swryid
survived in various forms. First it survived in the substituting
of an image in place of the real human. which has survivesa to this
day in some of the remote peasant districts. We saw that skxwss
pramiige® human sacrefice was practised at a very late date among
the Jews.HHAXEWRXBXNKXXEXWHERXE But more direet is the ritual
of Adonis practised among the Greeks of Western Asia and Greece,
At the festivals of Adonis the death of the God was annually
mourned , with a bitter wailing, cheifly by women.; Images of him
, dressed to resemble corpses were carried eut as te burial, and
then thrown into the sea or inte Springs., Other aspects of this
festival indicatle that it was practised in the spirng. This dra-
matie celebration of the death and resurrection eof Adonis was
connected with the confiict of spring and summer,_g&iggxygxgggyxgs
XEXSRERY
But particularly interesting at this peint is the Nyth and

Ritual of Attis celebrated innVestern Asia » Attis appears to have

been a god of vegetation, and his death and resurrection were
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were celebrated annually in the spring of each yeer. Fhexsmrmwmt
wxxaooorgxa P kheveekehrakimn  The cult was very strong at Rome, and
the celebration herein deseribed is such as was celebrated at
fome ¥m Tlhefore the birth of Christ.
Attis was séid to have been bern of a Virgin mother, Nana.in

a miraculous manner. The manner of his death is uncertain, but the
story
xiggemit is that he was turned into & pine tree. Each year his
death an resurrection was celebrated after this fashion.

"on the 22nd of llarch, & FPine tree was cut in the woods, and
brought inot the sanctuary of Cybele where it was treated as a
great divinity. The auty of carry the sacred tree was intrusted

to a guild of tree bearers. ( Witnessnthe suggestion of Palm
Sunday.) The trunk was swathed like a corpse with woolen bands
and decked with wreaths of violets, for violefs were said to have
sprung frem the blood of Attis, as roses and anemones from the
blood of Adonis ; and the effigy of & young man , doubtless Attis

himself, was tied to the middle of the stem.”

"On the second day of the zmmxwmwxy festival, the twenty third

of larch, the chief ceremony seems to have heen the blowing of
trumpets. The third day, the 24 of llareh was known as the day of
Blood: the archigallus or high priest drew bleod from his arms
and presented it as an offering. Nor was he alone in making this
bloody sacrefice" ...... At all events , we can hardly doubt that

the @ay of Bleod witnessed the mounning for Attis over iimx an
effigy of him which was afterwards buried.” The imege thus laid

"R e ik xrhoRa e ke SR xeie w Bk ke e x s ki pper oW e
b i in the sepulchre was prebably the same which &

1

had hung upon the tree.
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"But when night had fsllen, the sorrow of the worshippers was
turned into joy? For sud enly = light shone in the darkness; the
tomp wes opened : the god had risen from the dead; and as the xxiwk
priest touched the lips of the weeping mourners with balm, he s=f£
softly whispered in théir ears the glad tidings of Salvation. The
resurrection of the god was hailed by his disciples as a promise
that they too would isiue triumphant from the corruption of the
grave, ™
" On the morrow , the twenty fifth day of March , which was
reckoned the vermal equinox, the divine resurrection was celebras
ed with a wild outburst of glee. At Rome and probably elsewhere
the celebration took the form of a carnival. It was a festival
of Joy." Comapre Day of Pentacost. Goods in common,
"The next day was given to repose and rest, followed by a

ceremonial washing of all sacred apparatus in the stream.

One or two other facts connected with this Attis cult throw

light on the situation. There were mystery ceremonies ineluding
a Baptism which washed away the persons sin, and he was said to
have been born again into eternal life. This baptismal rite was
carried out as its central place on the Vatican HEill in Reme at
or very near the spot where thexgrmmk St Peter's now stands.
Further the name "Attis seems to mean "Father" , and Attis was
often called "Papas" , mxxPugm lthe name which we translate biinonon

Pope.

In Egypt the deather and Resurrection of the God Osiris at B
the same season of the year, ie., the plowing season was celebratéd
In some parts of Egyptl small images of Osiris were buried with

Y

the dead to insure the resurrection.
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"An eminent scholer has recently pointed out the remarkable
resemblance between the treatment of Christ by the Roman soldiers
at Jerusalem, and the treatment of the mock king of the Saturn-
alia by the Roman soldiers of Durostorum . In ofher words in some
places in some of these festivals instead of an Image of the God
they took a ceriminal and acturally carried out the sacrefice of

the Bmiy God by making the criminal pay the penalty. It has been

suggested, and it is possible that all that story or the releasing
of Barrabas and Christ may be related to this custom. That the
ar Jerusalem

jews in their festivael of the Purim kept up an ancient custom

of hanging or crudéifying an effigy of Heman is certain. The Chris%
jans were very sensitive about the bearing of this upon their

own mysteries. So there seems to be some close relationship here,
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L) What then is the relation between these two lineso®x
of facts that I have developed. On the one hand the ver confused
and uncertain and contradictory accounts of this alleged resur-
rection ; on th other this wide spring festival during which the
deatlh and resur ection of Gods was celebrated tinder varying forms
and many of them so closelr suggestive of the accounts concerning
the death and resurrection of Christ,
We know by deliberate confession of s contemporary Chruch
Father that the Christmas celebration, and the christman legends
were of pagan origin, and that in the fourth century the Christia
being unable to stamp out the Pagan Winter Solestice festival
which the birth of their God mithra was celebratBd , Geliberatley
took over the whole ceremoney Impmmtxmwmixsim myth and all, and
substitued Xhmx Jesus., We have every reason in the whoelrd except
a direct statement for believing that this is waht was done with
the spring festival of Easter when in various parts of the roman
Empire, the death and resurrection of the God of vegitation was

celebrated.




