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To have sown the See@and then to be forgotten

at the tims or harvestlbfBbeen the fate of John Wisd
pastor of a church in IPSWeh, Unknowvn and unhonore
today, yet the minister °fa smali country parish
in New England was the PI%het op American Democracy.
He lived in a cr@ticm-Period of . New England
history from 16580 to 1725} he Vas a commsnding
Power in settling the PrdMEMS of his day, anc in
Moulding publie opinion £ the future America; he

inke
esRaibroag oripinel E5F BEMA man of unususl

' ang
common Sense, &g brave ¢ lnd8pendent follower of

the truth, pe nas bee” Hlleq nyy, logical and

0
clear-headed American pmﬂcrat,

) ic
His life was dramat * bug not adventurous.

'ﬂad
COMe to this country as
an indentured serving'man to D

His f?the'p, Jnsenh Wisé»

T+ George Alcock of

Wy
Roxbury, one or governo? Whrop Company. Upon

_in
the death of pr, aloock " 184q Joseph Wise became

S
& free man, Twelve yeaf latep’

in 1652, John Wise

‘ in

Was born and christened * Roxbury lass His
2 ¢ °

in

early education was attel °d in the Roxbury Free

#da’#/4%§§§ﬁhn¢?_‘_
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School, of which his fethef Was a patron, In 1669

9 he appears at Cambridge, 8™ is admitted to Harverd

673,

College in the class of 1 Born in the humblest

ri :
circumstances the true AP ican ygs purchasing the

riches of freedom by payife the prjqe of education.

Four years at ‘Harvard folumed'by five years of
unsettl;d work now as chaPlain in the army in King
Phillip's War, now as prefier g4 Hatfield, bring
hin to 1678 when he wes ™™T18d in poypio oo
years later in 1680 he is.mmaching in the newly-
organized church at ChEDGEQ

0 bhL %)
In the town of Ipswich.
tha
He is ordained pastor of at

Church in 1683, and
; arist Ungs, ..
} Temains in the same pa¥? ity his death in 1725. )‘(

’ ne i
An active, vigorous 1ife liVed. He distinguished

\ neDyg s
hinself for bravery 25 © n op the 111-fated

g5t
€Xpedition for the cond¥ o3 Canada in 1590;

At the risk of his own 1478 he PeScued his neighbor
John Proctor from the Witdmréf Persecutions.
During his long pastorﬂte Elt‘aal’l“i‘SS, resolute way
Of life won for him & placﬁ i I'espect and affection
among the people of hi® P Mo

. i ? 8nd stamped John
= Wise as one of the choi® leits
A Of New England.
Two his 2y :
events of ¥ ® °f unusyal significence.
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rearle ion; in|
In one he is a man of [@8T-°3S independent action: |
‘ the other he is a broad indenenaent thinker.

Even as he was begin™"8 his Wwork in Chebacco,

|

|
? ce i e ) f

events of unusual importel®® in the political life ‘
|

of New England were develoPing into a crisis. The

i
g5, W
| early cherished liberties) Mieh pg4 been granted |

. hap I
to the colonists by the ¢ rler op 1629 had 1long been

e on€
in danger, but in 1684, Year after John wise's

: mé Wh
ordination the crisis ¢ * Charles 17 annulled |

+ a ONg
his set SWent agside the
e CORash
freedom and rights of i Onlsts. ll?ﬂ 16&%7 Sir

' with
Edmund Andros, invested

the charter, and by t

Soy A
—®reign power from

f the
James II took control © govel‘nment in New

England

kg
John Wise had been Z "°&n oh

. - SeVer.,  When the
report reached IDSWJ"CH hm&y morning August 31

05 Qg i -
1687 that Governor Andr 3 18Vied

7 anq | o, Zﬁax on all
broperty in the colony: ad an ' 0T ey
V _ “Pointed é%glectors,
the sturdy pastor was M A
87 ¢ . On Monday
morning September 1, 18 R ‘niste
Cy ' ang
R ' parishioners lleq two of
y j g Ogeth
@ e Y Why €T the leading
men of the town to s€ t

Tlght
coly 2N g i
governor could tax the Myt PPointeq

e w i t h

e
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the General Court. A meetilg of the citizens was
called on the following 48Y* John Wise was the
leading spirit. In a bOIdGIOQuent speech, he
defended the rights and P%Ttes op t1o oolonists

~ sWin
and led the citizens of IPPMCh ¢4 top0 o 0 (o 11

88
earliest steps in the 1078 "Trles 4p Revolutionary

Re
at collecting the taxesS. Sist they did, and the

othey
Rev, John Wise and five S Were arrested, taken

s e
to Boston ang lodged in J to await trial.,

the m
of 50&, . suspension from 1n13try, and being

0
Placed under bonds of 100

: Ing
Price paid by the parish ” \Stey for maxing g firm

jeln
Stand in defense of Amer leerty. The brave

b it
Lowerg in 1687 is
the fore-shadowing of tna® pirlt

conduct of John Wise and

ndl °f independence
that was the life of th® = "Clugy

£i0n R8Ty War,  such
resolute, independent 8¢ by

b

s Ds

truth of his position P2° “tn ang alwavuu

diof B

guishing characteristi® 5 & SDirg+

4 4

That the conduct of "8 Wise

an as
tnpy,

of Democracy.

enthusiastic upstart,

Bl ve. |, L ek
{ t 1y Wnthinkin
agltator becomes appar®’ hy &

=====r__*________1==ﬁs¢’f/}\*§§§§§§::::ifsy in

-3
measures«;f/Eﬂg§ voted t0 © Man ¢4 resist all attempt

ur

A fine

to
Keep tne peacg\was the

"8N gonvinced of thie

ys,be a distini

not that of an
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’ wha
control was made in 1708 A th

regard to church governmﬂ“' A keen insi_ht into
existing conditions, & Wil® 8d inteliigent study
of the past in the lightof Which tq judge the
present, mark him as & tT% PXophet. the scholer anc
thinker as well s the mad °f 8Ction,

Seventy- five yearsrﬁdbrought many changes in
New England church life. The 14 igeafor & Puritan

an
Commonwealth had to meet o Droblensg that the

jon
great increase of populd® " the ©Stablishment of

. chéh
other churches, and the 4 conditions in general

Ty
forced upon it, In the g Process of read just-

PuTlt
ment, the clergy of the 81 Churches were being

: 1t they
forced to understand the 1 i 8utocratic power
ne-u

Was fast slipping from : hands.

. Ihe final
i eté” " an
convulsive effort to T B StrenEthen their

y S Boston Ministers
Association formulated 87 Sent B 2oy approval
sixteeﬂ\"proposaIS-" The&ceept&nce of ;%ese

Proposals fwould have bef aserious Meng " !
Very existence of the cOﬂghag&ti e

e &%1 Mal system of
Church Government in M€ 8ng

st ¢
Again John wise 18 B

fr
. QU REt. 0 In 1710 he
published "The churche rey Es .

DOUSed," a
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satyricsl, rapier-like repl¥s Which he thyust home toli
the very heart of the probl®l rajseqg by these E
proposals, with s pungencd et ig refreshing, with |
a common sense that is Ter®’ With 4 Fesrlessness that|

ed
is seldom equalled he W™ the pyyy oo o0y

fop
powers upon the proposals Mlateq by men of his

sed & ons :
OWn profession, and passé r'lticlsm upon them thsat

2 is da
remains unanswered to th T

‘noinl
The fundamental prin ¢s Upon which the

ceriticism :."es’c.edr‘-'-’el"e Siven ¥ thomugh and exhaustivs
treatment in a book whicl John "2"159 Published in 1717
under the title, "A vind1¢*Hon OF the Government of |
New England Churches." 4

" Probably the fipst
st

i Oft
on American soil i

: a1 Op
In his justificetd® = tng

eé
goverriment from right 4 H the fe
058 arless origins1if
le&rl
in Mg y. CHis argument
given almost entirel¥y 0 s

** Wo
pla rdg
followss- )'lt‘ is agreeﬂ th

. m
of his thought appeelS

b ] iS as
at
r We .
e 8§ ity
system to God whether ¥~ %8y ibute the

Veitf

r
°M Reason op
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; With great justi® g
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from Revelation, for each 'S8 emanction of his

i i
wisdom. The internal na“yeliberty of man's neture|

in general implies a faculty of doing or omitting
things according to the diretion op his judgment.

o S ,
Reason is congenate with BS Ratype Wherein by a law,

is
immutable, instampt upon P twame, God has provided

ir agts
& rule for men in all th€ thnns, the which is

+
; . 4+ate r
nothing else but the dict & Tlght reason foundsad

st whs
in the soul of man. il h1°h is drawn from man's

[+
reason is g law of natuf

B
he "ay to discover a
stag

law of nature in our oWl ® 1s by the narrow
Watch and accurate ConteMﬂ&hon of our natural
condition, Such Contemplaﬁon Showsg in man (1) a

Principle of self-love and:%lf‘preéerVation that is

]
ﬂlan 8 )
Very prominent in every belng.

cpecty (2) & socisble
disposition, (3) An & O

r
love tq mankind in

36y ig
general, But a DemoCT & p

o
re Q0q s Government
Which the 1ight of natV gy

st 28y Ly Value ang
often direats to as MO a*’*ble %

onthe just ang
ubégb
it i SUCh is his

A gy
Natural prerogatives g ol Nat,
£14° 0
argument,  Have we OV

1K Ook b :
Vo~ een ¢ay
the text-=book of the R® inh led
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when the colonists were WelClg themselves together

) for the defense of their FBIS, two editions of one

thousand covnies each were PUlisheq and sold in New |

England, The subscrintio® U8t ¢4 oo oo these

: o5 Wo )
editions shows that copies TNt tq S1Xty-sewven New

ong
England towns.  Men 8% M took ghgrpy ooony

’ A ers ang
copies, at Lexington séV BSOS of them wers

- panbTig
i taken up in Boston and 02 g8, Certainly the

of ¢
| ‘ Spirit and probably soOme e Phrases of the
|

nce ap
Declaration of Independ® ® Suggesteq in these
0 Saik
two sentences: "The end L goog g0Vernment is to
p?ONay :
cultivete humanity, and ; the haDDiness

‘ o in of all,
and the good of every mé &l

3 i toyy *S Tights, his 1irq
liberty, estate, hono?

N jy
and Ny Y or ebuse to anyl."
"All men are born free€ Ure

the? fgy Ving set, all men
upcn a level gnd made 81

|
‘ p1ved B SeTVi tude op
| Sub jection can be con¢ thgut ! i
p the By, equality
\ He who had been one © St to dep
satd U end tp
5 e
L liberties of the colon+ 3 L6
f
|

m of & el as 4 |
working for the rreed”” mﬁl‘iq ; L

a in 3
Unknown and unho® ol d&v Vet N
W
o Americen 1ife was Joho 3
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! such as he, rests the saféty of our nation today as
I i
h it faces the problems which beset it in these days of*
| its terrible prosperity. ID€ rewards of the¥labor
| will be the glory of the netlon, a5 tne 1iving

|

principles of Democracy 042V are & monument to

John Wise, pastor and Datriot‘




