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Description 
 
Boys become real men through military service and by participation in war. For girls it is 
not killing and dying for the fatherland, but giving birth and taking care of children, i.e., 
motherhood, which serves as central marker of true womanhood. Gender stereotypes 
were questioned but also reinforced in the Age of Total Wars. Focusing on Germany and 
Central Europe, the course includes comparative views on other European countries. We 
will discuss the impact of gender on mass violence and vice versa from World War I to 
the World War II, and from the Holocaust to the Wars in former Yugoslavia.  These wars 
mobilized men as well as women, and they increasingly blurred the boundaries between 
men and women. On all fronts and sites, masculinities and femininities structured 
propaganda and emotions, fighting morals and antiwar movement, warfare and murder, 
perpetrators, bystanders and victims, the preparation of minds for mass violence, and its 
remembrance. We will examine the making of a deeply gendered war culture and its 
radicalization into the Holocaust, as well as its transformation into a peace culture after 
1945, and the return of genocide and war to Europe in the 1990s.  
 
 
Objectives 
 
The purpose of this course is to investigate the different and often hidden ways gender 
images and gender regimes shaped the radicalization of mass violence in Germany and 
Europe in the first half of the 20th century and how these gender images and gender 
regimes were itself shaped by war and genocide. The course covers WWI and WWII, 
national differences of war memories, the aftermath of the Holocaust, and the return of 
genocide in former Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Special attention will be paid to various 
approaches to gender history, such as the analysis of discourses and images, or the 
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analysis of gender practices. We will attempt to do this by critical analysis of scholarly 
work, written testimonies, literature, films, and propaganda materials. 
 
 
Requirements 
 
This course will be taught in the spirit of a tutorial: once you decide to take the class, you 
are expected to stick to it, come to the sessions and be well prepared.  

 
n In order to facilitate informed discussion, you are required to write a short paper 

in conjunction with the assigned books and essays for each class. The papers are 
due in class and must be handed in to the instructor at its end or emailed before 
class starts. Please note that the type of paper varies from session to session. 
However, each paper includes the author’s name, the date of the related class, and 
a title.  

n Second, each student takes minutes of one session and presents them at the 
beginning of the following session. Please type them out and provide photocopies 
for the class. The minutes are not supposed to cover the seminar discussion 
comprehensively or chronologically but rather to summarize the contents of our 
discussion, its findings and controversies in a readable, well organized and non-
partisan fashion so that somebody who has not attended the class is yet able to 
grasp the basics of our proceedings; bullet points or abbreviations are not 
appropriate. 

n Finally, a research paper of 20 pages (undergraduates) or 40 pages (graduates) 
text, including title and bibliography, double-spaced, is due in the last session. 
Think about a topic and discuss it with the instructor by the end of October. If you 
are not familiar with how to write and submit such a paper, you may wish to 
consult J. R. Benjamin, A Student’s Guide to History (10th ed., Boston, 2007) or 
Ch. Lipson, How to Write a BA Thesis (Chicago, 2005). They offer valuable 
assistance, not least regarding the formal shape of your paper. A one-page outline 
of the paper is due in class on Dec 10.   
Undergraduate research papers are based on at least two scholarly books and four 
scholarly articles in addition to those mentioned in this syllabus. Graduate papers 
include at least four additional scholarly books and six scholarly articles. Instead 
of a book you can choose three articles. Start searching for this literature early in 
the semester and submit a preliminary bibliography including the preliminary title 
of your paper electronically to tkuehne@clarku.edu no later than Monday after 
Thanksgiving.   

 
Grading and Practical Arrangements 
A maximum of 100 points can be achieved with 
- 4 points for each short paper, 40 in total: only the ten best papers will count for 

your grade; late papers cannot receive more than 2 points  
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- 10 points for the minutes: 5 points for content, 5 points for organization 
- 10 points for the outline of the final paper (due in class Dec 10) 

- 30 points for the final paper: 15 points for the content, 4 points for the range of 
consulted literature, 4 for the writing style, 4 for the organization, 3 for quotation 
and citation style (due Dec 17, noon, Main Office of Strassler Center or via email 
to tkuehne@clarku.edu; electronic submission counts as accepted if you receive a 
confirmation within 24 hours) 

- 10 points for continuous participation in class discussion. 

You are supposed to attend class on a regularly basis. One absence will not inflict your 
grade. (You still have to submit the related paper). Further absences without sufficient 
documentation will result in a deduction of five points each.  
100-95 points=A, 94-90 points=A-, 89-85 points=B+, 84-80=B, 79-75 points=B-, etc. 
All readings are to be completed on the day assigned, before you come to class. Please 
bring both the readings and the notes you take from the readings to class in order to 
follow and participate in class discussions. 

Apart from inquiring in the history of racism and body politics in modern Europe, this 
course serves to introduce students more generally to techniques of historical scholarship 
and practices of academic communication. Great importance is attached to develop or 
strengthen skills of analyzing both primary and secondary sources critically. The required 
readings are carefully chosen. However, none of them should be mistaken as comprising 
a final truth. Consider them as one of many options to look at a certain topic. Try to 
understand the basic assumptions, the main arguments, and the limitations of any text you 
read. Critique is the oil of knowledge. In class, you are invited to speak up and to 
articulate your thoughts and ideas, whether or not they comply with those of your 
classmates and the professor.  
Checking emails on a regular basis and staying connected with friends and the rest of the 
world is very important. Do not do it in class, though. Laptops, cell phones, iPods, 
gameboys, DVD players and other electronic devices are inclined to distract you or others 
from class discussions. They are to be switched off during class.  
 
Books Recommended for Purchase: 
 
- Dagmar Herzog (ed.), Brutality and Desire. War and Sexuality in Europe’s 

Twentieth Century (Houndmills, 2009) 
- Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair. Jewish Life in Nazi Germany 

(New York, 1998) 
- Anna Krylova, Soviet Women in Combat: A History of Violence on the Eastern 

Front (Cambridge, 2010) 
- Thomas Kühne, Belonging and Genocide. Hitler’s Community, 1918-1945 (New 

Haven, 2010) 
 

All other texts will be available electronically or as provided as photocopies. 
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Course Outline: 
 
 
1) August 27 
 
Introduction  
 
 
 
2)  September 10 
 
Gendering War, Gendering Genocide 
 
Reading: Joshua S. Goldstein, War and Gender (Cambridge, U.K. 2001), chapter 1, 
online, http://www.warandgender.com/wgch1.htm; Margaret and Patrice Higonnet, “The 
Double Helix,” in Margaret Higonnet et al., eds., Behind the Lines: Gender and the Two 
World Wars (New Haven, 1987), 31-47; Adam Jones, Genocide. A Comprehensive 
Introduction, 2nd ed. (London, 2006), chapter 13; Elisa von Joeden-Forgey, “Gender and 
Genocide,” in Donald Bloxham and Dirk Moses, eds., The Oxford Handbook of Genocide 
Studies (Oxford, 2010), chapter 3.  
 
Assignment: Write down three questions you would like to discuss in class, related to the 
four readings, and add some thoughts on possible answers; one-page, single-spaced.  
 
 
 
3)   September 17 
 
World War I – the Catalyst of Women’s Emancipation?  
 
Reading:  Francois Thebaut, “The Great War and the Triumph of Sexual Division”, in: 
idem (ed.), A History of Women in the West, V. Toward a Cultural Identity in the 
Twentieth Century  (Cambridge, MA, 1994), pp. 21-75; excerpts from Susan R. Grayzel, 
Women and the First World War (London, 2002). 
 
Assignment: based on both readings, summarize the various ways WWI challenged and 
stabilized the pre-existing gender order; bullet points allowed; one-page paper, single-
spaced.  
 
This class will be attended by Professor Benjamin Ziemann, University of Sheffield, U.K. 
Professor Ziemann, one of the leading historians of the First World War, will give a brief 
presentation on “Gender and the Aftermath of World War I” and contribute to our 
discussion. 
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4) September 24 
 
War Experience and the Search for Masculinity in Interwar Europe 
 
Reading:  Joanna Bourke, Dismembering the Male. Men’s Bodies, Britain and the Great 
War (London, 1996), Introduction and chapter I; George L. Mosse, Image of Man. The 
Creation of Modern Masculinity (New York, 1996), chapter 6; Graham Dawson, “The 
Blond Bedouin. Lawrence of Arabia, imperial adventure and the imagining of English-
British masculinity,” in Michel Roper and John Tosh, eds., Manful Assertions. 
Masculinities in Britain since 1800 (London, 1991), 113-144; Sonja Levsen, 
“Constructing Elite Identities. University Students, Military Masculinity and the 
Consequences of the Great War in Britain and Germany,” Past and Present 198 (2008), 
147-183 (Goddard online or http://www.freidok.uni-
freiburg.de/volltexte/8042/pdf/Levsen_Constructing_elite_identities.pdf) 
 
Assignment: summarizing response paper, one-page, single-spaced; topic of your choice 
but try to catch on all articles.  
 
Selections of the 1930 movie All Quit on the Western Front to be watched in class. 
 
 
 
5) October 1 
 
Male Bonding and Mass Murder, 1933-45 
 
Reading:  Thomas Kühne, Belonging and Genocide. Hitler’s Community, 1918-1945 
(New Haven, 2010), 1-136.  
 
Assignment: imagine you had the chance to interview some of the perpetrators or 
bystanders dealt with in this book. Pick three of them and articulate two distinctive 
questions to each of them.  
 
Selections from BBC-Documentary Auschwitz—Inside the Nazi State (2005) to be 
watched in class.  
 
 
  
6)  October 15 
 
Sexual Violence and the Holocaust 
 
Reading: Dagmar Herzog (ed.), Brutality and Desire. War and Sexuality in Europe’s 
Twentieth Century (Houndmills, 2009), chapters 6, 7, and 8: Robert Sommer, “Camp 
Brothels. Forced Sex Labour in Nazi Concentration Camps,” 168-196; Regina  
Mühlhäuser, “’Racial Awareness’ and Fantasies of Potency: Nazi Sexual Politics in the 
Occupied Territories of the Soviet Union, 1942-1945,” 197-220; Na’ama Shik, “Sexual 
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Abuse of Jewish Women in Auschwitz-Birkenau,” 221-246; Helene Sinnreich, “The 
Rape of Jewish Women During the Holocaust,” in Sonja M. Hedgepeth and Rochelle G. 
Saidel (eds.), Sexual Violence Against Jewish Women During the Holocaust (Waltham, 
MA, 2010), 108-123; Jeffrey Burds, “Sexual Violence in Europe in World War II, 1939-
1945,” Politics & Society 37 (2009), 35-74 (online through Goddard). 
 
Assignment: three questions related to the readings to be discussed in class.  
 
This class will be held as a symposium with three guest speakers, all of them renowned 
specialists in the field of sexual violence during the Holocaust: Professor Dagmar 
Herzog, City University of New York; Dr. Regina Mühlhäuser, Hamburg Institute for 
Social Research, Germany; and Professor Pascale Bos, University of Texas, Austin.  
  
 
 
7)  October 22 
 
Jewish Families During the Holocaust 
 
Reading: Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair. Jewish Life in Nazi Germany 
(New York, 1998).  
 
Assignment: response paper, one page, topic of your choice.  
 
 
 
8)  October 29 
 
Female Empowerment in the Third Reich 
 
Reading: Kühne, Belonging and Genocide, 137-162; Elizabeth Harvey, “’We Forgot all 
Jews and Poles’. German Women and the ‘Ethnic Struggle’ in Nazi-Occupied Poland,” 
Contemporary European History 10 (2001), 447-61; Daniel Patrick Brown, The Beautiful 
Beast. The Life & Crimes of SS-Aufseherin Irma Grese (Ventura, CA, 1996), chapter IV; 
Susanne Heschel, “Does Atrocity Have a Gender? Feminist Interpretations of Women in 
the SS”, in: J. M. Diefendorf (ed.), Lessons and Legacies VI. New Currents in Holocaust 
Research (Evanston, IL 2004), 300-321. 
 
Assignment: one-page paper on “Women in Nazi Germany—Emancipation or 
Subjugation?”  
 
Selections from movie The Bitch of Buchenwald  (2009) to be watched and discussed in 
class. 
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9)  November 5 
 
Women in the Red Army, 1941-1945 
 
Reading:  Anna Krylova, Soviet Women in Combat: A History of Violence on the Eastern 
Front (Cambridge, 2010).  
 
Assignment: three questions related to the readings to be discussed in class; feel free to 
draw parallels (or to denote differences) to present experiences of, and debates on, 
American female combat soldiers. 
 
 
 
10) November 12 
 
Fraternization, Retribution, and Gender in Europe, 1940-45  
 
Reading: Anthony Bevoor, “An ugly carnival,” The Guardian, 4 June 2009, 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2009/jun/05/women-victims-d-day-landings-
second-world-war; Dominic Sandbrook, “The year of vengeance: How neighbours turned 
on each other and anarchy erupted in the aftermath of WWII,” DailyMail, 23 March 
2012, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2119589/How-neighbours-turned-
anarchy-erupted-Europe-aftermath-WWII.html; Benjamin Frommer, “Denouncers and 
Fraternizers: Gender, Collaboration, and Retribution in Bohemia and Moravia during 
World War II and After,” in Nancy M. Wingfield and Maria Bucur (eds.), Gender and 
War in Twentieth-Century Eastern Europe (Bloomington, 2006), 111-132; selections 
from Fabici Virgili, Shorn Women. Gender and Punishment in Liberation France 
(Oxford, 2002); Lulu Anne Hansen, “’Youth of the Rails’: Teenage Girls and German 
Soldiers – A Case Study in Occupied Denmark, 1940-1945,” in Dagmar Herzog (ed.), 
Brutality and Desire. War and Sexuality in Europe’s Twentieth Century (Houndmills, 
2009), 135-167.   
 
Assigment: three questions related to the readings you wish to discuss in class. 
 
 
 
11) November 19 
 
The “Remasculinization” of Germany after 1945 
 
Reading: Forum “The ‘Remasculinization’ of Germany in the 1950s”, in Signs, vol. 24 
(1998), pp. 101-169 (5 articles: Robert G. Moeller, Heide Fehrenbach, Uta G. Poiger, and 
Susan Jeffords), available at JSTOR; Elizabeth D. Heineman, “The Hour of the Woman: 
Memories of Germany’s Crisis Years’ and the West German National Identity,” 
American Historical Review 101 (1996): 354-395, available at JSTOR; Frank Biess, 
"Men of Reconstruction, the Reconstruction of Men. Returning POWs in East and West 
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Germany," in Karen Hagemann and Stephanie Schüler-Springorum (eds.), Home/Front. 
The Military, War, and Gender in Twentieth Century Germany (Oxford, 2002), 335-58. 
 
Assignment: response paper (two pages), comparative thoughts on “homecomings” in 
Germany after 1945 and in contemporary U.S.  
  
 
 
12) November 26 
 
Females and Femininity in Holocaust Memory  
 
Reading: Marianne Hirsch, “Nazi Photographs in Post-Holocaust Art. Gender as an 
Idiom of Memorialization,“ in: Omer Bartov et al. (eds.), Crimes of War. Guilt and 
Denial in the Twentieth Century (New York, 2002), 100-120; Barbie Zelizer, “Gender 
and Atrocity: Women in Holocaust Photographs,” in: idem (ed.), Visual Culture and the 
Holocaust (New Brunswick, 2000), 247-271; Janet Jacobs, “Gender and Collective 
Memory: Women and Representation at Auschwitz,” Memory Studies 1 (2008), no. 2, 
211-225; selections from Anna Reading, The Social Inheritance of the Holocaust. Gender, 
Culture and Memory (New York, 2002).  
 
Assignment: summarize the readings in a three-page essay on the topic of this session. 
(Do not summarize each article separately!) 
 
Selections from movies Rosenstrasse and The Reader to be watched and discussed in 
class. 
 
 
 
13) December 3 
 
Rape and Genocide in Former Yugoslavia and the Continuities of the 20th Century  
 
Reading: M. Cherif Bassiouni & Marcia McCormick, Sexual Violence: An Invisible 
Weapon of War in Former Yugoslavia (Chicago, 1996); selections from Alexandra 
Stiglmayr (ed.), Mass Rape. The War Against Women in Bosnia-Herzegowina (Lincoln, 
1994); Matthias Bjornlund, “’A Fate Worse Than Dying’: Sexual Violence during the 
Armenian Genocide,” and Teresa Iacobelli, “The ‘Sum of Such Actions’: Investigating 
Mass Rape in Bosnia-Herzegovina through a Case Study of Foca,” in Dagmar Herzog 
(ed.), Brutality and Desire. War and Sexuality in Europe’s Twentieth Century 
(Houndmills, 2009), 16-58 and 261-283; Pascale R. Bos, “Feminists Interpreting the 
Politics of Wartime Rape: Berlin, 1945; Yugoslavia, 1992–1993,” Signs 31,4 (Summer 
2006), 995-1025; Patricia A. Weitsman, “The Politics of Identity and Sexual Violence: A 
Review of Bosnia and Rwanda,” Human Rights Quarterly 30 (2008): 561-578; Lisa 
Sharlach, “Rape as Genocide: Bangladesh, the Former Yugoslavia, and Rwanda,” New 
Political Science 22:1 (2010): 89-102.   
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Assignment: based on the readings (and possibly further material), put together a one to 
two page synopsis of the basic facts of mass rape in Bosnia, Germany, and Rwanda; 
focus on our knowledge about a) the number of victims, b) the motives of the perpetrators, 
c) the institutional settings that made mass rape possible or even encouraged it; address 
possible limits of our knowledge about these issues. Bullet points allowed.   
 
 
 
14) December 10 
 
Conclusion and Discussion of Research Papers 
 


