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Description 
 
This course introduces students to the rise, the fabric, and the collapse of Nazi Germany 
and its perpetration of the Holocaust. Particular emphasis will be put on the dynamic 
relation between the perpetrator society and the victims of the Holocaust. The course 
focuses on two related issues, both revolving around the success and the impact of Nazi 
politics in Germany and in Europe: How could Hitler and the Nazi Party establish its 
power in a country which was seen as a heart of Western culture? And: Why did so few 
Germans oppose Hitler and his racially based, terrorist regime? To explore these 
questions, the course will look on the various aspects of the Nazi ideology (racism, leader 
cult, people’s community), on the techniques and the agencies of propaganda, seduction 
and terror. Many Germans supported Nazi politics, but they did so in different ways and 
in different degrees. To understand the complex basis of Nazi totalitarianism, special 
attention will be paid to its impact on the working class, on the youth, on family life, on 
gender relations and the ideas of motherhood and masculinity, and not least on opposing 
and resistant groups. The response of the victims, both Jewish and non-Jewish, to 
discrimination and persecution will be a central aspect of the second part of the course, 
which will show why only Total War and the Holocaust guaranteed the realization of 
Nazism and Nazi ideology. The downfall of the “Third Reich” from 1943 on and its self-
destruction will also be discussed. 
 
 
Required Texts: 

 
Thomas Kühne, Belonging and Genocide. Hitler’s Community, 1918-1945 (New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 2010). 



Martin Doerry (ed.), My Wounded Heart. The Life of Lilli  Jahn, 1900-1944  (New York: 
Bloomsbury, 2004). 
 
All other readings are available on CICADA or will be provided as photocopies. 
 
 
Further reading: 
 

• Michael Benz, A Concise History of the Third Reich (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 2006). 

• Doris Bergen, War & Genocide. A Concise History of the Holocaust (Lanham: 
Rowman & Littlefeld, 2009). 

• Rita Steinhardt Botwinick, A History of the Holocaust. From Ideology to 
Annihilation, 4th ed. (Boston: Prentice Hall, 2010). 

• Michael Burleigh, The Third Reich. A New History (New York: Hill & Wang, 
2000). 

• Jane Caplan, ed., Nazi Germany. The Short Oxford History of Germany (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2008). 

• David M. Crowe, The Holocaust. Roots, History, and Aftermath (Boulder, CO: 
Westview, 2008). 

• Deborah Dwork and Robert Jan van Pelt, Holocaust. A History (New York: W.W. 
Norton, 2002). 

• Simone Gigliotti and Berel Lang, eds., The Holocaust. A Reader (Malden, MA: 
Blackwell, 2005). 

• Neil Gregor, ed., Nazism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000). 
• Peter Hayes and John K. Roth, eds., The Oxford Handbook of Holocaust Studies 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010). 
• Mark Mazower, Hitler’s Empire. How the Nazis Ruled Europe (New York: 

Penguin, 2008. 
• Benjamin Sax and Dieter Kuntz, eds., Inside Hitler’s Germany. A Documentary 

History of Life in the Third Reich (Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath, 1992). 
• Roderick Stackelberg and Sally A. Winkle (eds.), The Nazi Germany Sourcebook. 

An Anthology of Texts (London: Routledge, 2002).  
• Jill Stephenson, Women in Nazi Germany (Harlow: Longman, 2001) 
 

 
Grading and Practical Arrangements 
 
A maximum of 100 points can be achieved with: 
- 30 points for the first in-class exam 
- 30 points for the second in-class exam 
- 10 points for three quizzes (5 points each; only the two best will count) 
- 20 points for the response paper  
- 10 points for regular class attendance, continuous input in class discussion, and 

regular attendance at the reading sessions 
 



100-96 points=A, 95-91 points=A-, 90-86 points=B+, 85-81=B, 80-76 points=B-, etc. 
 
Each exam consists of six questions out of which five are to be answered during class 
time (75 minutes). The exams address general issues, developments and key terms; if you 
take care of the reading assignments and participate actively in class you will easily cope 
with the exams. The first exam covers weeks 1-6, the second covers weeks 8-14.   
 
The quizzes are short multiple-choice tests covering readings and lectures of the previous 
two weeks and are to be taken within approximately 5 minutes in class. The dates of the 
quizzes will not be announced. You cannot make up a quiz (in case you miss class) but 
you can miss or fail one quiz of them without negative impact on your final grade. 
There are two options for the response paper, which consists of four to six pages double-
spaced. 1) Elaboration on one aspect or a set of issues of your choice the letters of Lilli 
Jahn. 2) Summary of and/or comment on the book discussion on Oct 18 (see below), 
which you need to attend in order to choose this option. The paper is due in class on Nov 
1. Late papers are penalized by a deduction of two points per late day.  

All readings are to be completed on the day assigned, before you come to class. Please 
bring both the readings and the notes you take from the readings to class to be able to 
follow and participate in class discussions. 
You are supposed to attend class as well as reading sessions regularly. It is your 
responsibility to sign the attendance sheet. One or two absences of class will not inflict 
your grade. Further absences without convincing documentation (for example, an 
original, signed doctor’s note stipulating the nature of the sickness) will result in a 
deduction of two points each.   

Although the course focuses on Nazi Germany and the Holocaust, it serves to introduce 
students more generally to techniques of historical scholarship as well as practices of 
academic communication.  The required readings are carefully chosen, but none of them 
should be mistaken as comprising a final truth. Thus, try to understand the basic 
assumptions, the main arguments, and the limitations of any text you read. Critique is the 
oil of knowledge. In class, feel invited to speak up and to articulate your thoughts and 
ideas, even if they do not comply with those of your classmates or the professor.  
Checking emails on a regular basis and staying connected with friends and the rest of the 
world is important. Do not do it in class, though. Laptops, cell phones, iPods, iPads, game 
boys, DVD players and other electronic devices are inclined to distract you or your class 
mates from lectures and discussions. They are to be switched off during class.  
Most of the lectures will be based on detailed PowerPoint presentations. These will be 
available on CICADA, usually within 24 hours.  
Reading sessions (TA: Kim Partee) will be held on a regularly, typically once a week. It 
is highly recommended to attend them on a regular basis. Doing so will grant you the 
then points for this section. (See above on grading.) 
 
 
 



Course outline 
 
Week 1 
 
(1) Aug 30 
Hitler’s Testament and Klemperer’s Humiliation: Introduction 
Selected sources distributed in class. 
 
(2) Sept 1 
Disaster and Departure:  World War I and the Golden Twenties, 1914-1929 
Reading: Doerry, 1-46.  
 
 
Week 2 
 
(3) Sept 6 
War Memory and the Rise of Nazism, 1918-1930 
Reading: Bergen, chapter 2, and Kühne, chapter 1.  Sections of the movie All Quit on the 
Western Front (1930) to be watched in class. 
 
(4) Sept 8 
The Failure of Weimar Germany, 1930-1933 
Reading: Gregor, 95-124. 
 
 
Week 3 
 
(5) Sept 13 
Establishing the Nazi State:  Terror, Gleichschaltung, and Charisma 
Reading: Benz, chapter 1-3. Selected Nazi propaganda movies to be watched in class. 
 
(6) Sept 15 
Backing the Nazi State: Welfare, Consumerism, and Leisure  
Reading: Caplan, chapter 4.  
 
  
Week 4 
 
(7) Sept 20 
Eugenics and Racism: Ideology and Practice of Exclusion, 1933-1939 
Reading: Crowe, chapter 4.  Sections of Nazi Medicine to be watched in class. 
 
(8) Sept 22  
LIBRARY SESSION 
Class meets in Goddard Library, Reference Desk. Attendance mandatory.   
 



  
Week 5 
 
(9) Sept 27  
Fear, Hope, and Illusion: Jewish Life in Germany, 1933-1939  
Reading: Doerry, 47-99. 
 
(10) Sept 29 
Inclusion and Exclusion: the Nation as a Boot Camp 
Reading: Kühne, chapter 2. 
 
 
Week 6 
 
(11) Oct 4 
Diplomacy, Blitzkrieg and the “Jewish Question”, 1933-1941 
Reading: Botwinick, chapter 7. 
  
(12) Oct 6 
The Final Solution: Planning and Realization, 1941-1945 
Reading: Dwork & van Pelt, chapters 10 and 11. 
 
 
Week 7 
 
(13) Oct 13 
The Holocaust Perpetrators: Ethics and Emotions, 1941-1945 
Reading: Kühne, chapter 3. 
 
 
Week 8 
 
(14) Oct 18 
FIRST IN-CLASS EXAM 
 
3-6 pm: Discussion on Belonging and Genocide. Hitler’s Community, 1918-1945 
Professors Wendy Lower (University of Munich, Germany), Volker R. Berghahn 
(Columbia University), and Alex Alvarez (Northern Arizona University) will review 
Kühne’s book about community building through shared participation in mass violence.  
(Place: Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Rose Library) 
  
(15) Oct 20  
War of Annihilation: German Soldiers in the Soviet Union, 1941-1945 
Reading: Kühne, chapter 4. 
 
 



Week 9  
 
(16) Oct 25 
Jewish Life and Death in Hitler’s Germany, 1939-1945 
Reading: Doerry, 100-269. 
 
(17) Oct 27 
Jewish Life and Death in Hitler’s Eur ope, 1939-1945 
Reading: selections from the Ringelblum Diary, Gigliotti & Lang, 313-332. Selections of 
the movie The Pianist to be watched in class.   
 
 
Week 10 
 
(18) Nov 1 
Total War in Germany, 1943-1945 
Reading: Goebbel’s Sportpalast speech, Stackelberg & Winkle, 299-303. 
  
(19) Nov 3 
Total war on Germany, 1943-1945 
Reading: Benz, chapter 15. 
 
 
Week 11 
 
(20) Nov 8 
Women in Nazi Germany: Liberation and Subjugation 
Reading: Stephenson, 141-146, 150-165, 171-177, and Kühne, chapter 5. 
 
(21) Nov 10 
Women in Nazi Germany: Mixed Marriages and the Chance of Resistance 
No reading. Selections from the movie Rosenstrasse to be watched and discussed in class 
 
 
Week 12 
 
(22) Nov 15  
German Opposition against the Nazi Regime  
Reading: selections from Sax & Kuntz, chapter 15. 
 
(23) Nov 17 
Rescue and Resistance of Jews during the Holocaust 
Reading: Dwork & van Pelt, chapter 13. 
 
 
 



Week 13 
 
(24) Nov 22  
The End of the Third Reich: Fuhrerbunker, 1945 
No reading. Movie Downfall to be watched in class.  
 
 
Week 14 
 
(25) Nov 29 
The Nazi Past in Three Germanys 
Reading: Hayes & Roth, chapter 41. 
 
 
(26) Dec 1 
Holocaust Memory in America and in Europe  
Reading: Hayes & Roth, chapter 42, and Levi & Rothberg, chapter 62.  
 
 
Week 15 
 
(27) Dec 6 
SECOND IN-CLASS EXAM 
 
(28) Dec 8 
CONCLUSION  
 
 
 


