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Naïve  

 In my observations these past months I have attended many English classes, particularly 

the rounds of other English MAT’s. That reason supported my decision to watch Tanya’s round 

as an art teacher. Luckily, the round was during a free period of mine while I was subbing, as 

substitute teaching is usually a hindering factor. I was excited to see her students because many 

of her students are my students as well. Papee and Rossanyi are two characters who carry big 

personalities in my English classroom, but other than knowing about their hobbies, I realized that 

I had never seen my students outside of the English classroom. It made me believe that there 

could be another character in them. Say that Papee is loud in my class, but completely shy and 

silent with art. Along with observing Tanya’s class and teaching, I had an agenda to observe my 

own students being creative with color.  

 Tanya’s lesson involved convincing the class that they were being recruited by Home 

Depot to create new colors. I thought it was pretty clever, because I actually never thought about 

that as a job before. Whose job is it to create and name those colors we see on the pallets at 

Home Depot? It has to be somebody’s job. I wonder if the students ever picked up on the 

pragmatism that Tanya’s lesson brought forth. She was inviting the students into an actual job 

outside of being an artist that involved a deep understanding of color. It inspired me to create 

news teams, though the relation between the two lessons is loose.  

 I observed this art class in a crowded room, and I observed a boy get upset that he had to 

work with all girls. I was fascinated by the cooperation in teams. Even in the more awkward 



groups there was a system of collaboration established with each. Some groups allotted a portion 

of the paper to be completed by each, while most worked together creating a dark mixes of every 

primary color. My favorite was “Chipotle Brown.” On the surface it may not seem like that 

group was taking the role seriously, but I observed that sarcastic group to be working hard in a 

trial and error system while configuring a color to represent the terrible name.  

 My students were excelling with this lesson. I observed Rossanyi having an absolute 

delight creating warm reds. She was even excited to share her sketch, which was quite 

impressive. Both students showed engagement in this art class, and it helped me consider other 

ways of expressing symbols and important literary goals in my own class.   


