
Name: ____________________________________ 

 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream Final Essay: 

Overview and Rubric 

 

Over the last month, we have read and analyzed William Shakespeare’s comedy through a 

predominately feminist lens. We have examined gender roles and how reputation, agency, 

and love can be affected by culturally defined expectations and values. In class, we have 

also considered how we should approach historically problematic themes when we 

represent a modern perspective. With these ideas in mind, draw from these multiple 

questions and ponderings to write a 5-page research paper.  

 

You may choose to expand upon one of the Writing of the Week prompts or the questions 

presented for the Socratic Seminar, or you can create your own prompt. If you choose to 

respond to an original prompt, which I recommend, please check in with Mrs. Walkup. Your 

essay must have at least two research resources that you found through an academic 

search engine and include a Works Cited page. Your paper should also follow the Writing of 

the Week standards as well as striving for the Exceeding Expectation standards in the 

rubric provided in the packet. 

 

You have a month to complete this essay, but I will also conduct weekly check-ins to assess 

your progress and offer suggestions.  

 

 

Weekly Checklist:  

 

Week One: Choose your prompt and find at least three potential resources:  ___/10 

 

Week Two: Annotated bibliography, outline of body paragraphs textual            

          evidence, and working thesis statement.     ___/10 

 

Week Three: Writer’s Workshop Paper Proposal Presentation    ___/10 

 

Week Four: Turn in rough and final drafts of paper with Works Cited.   ___/10 

 

Final draft shows improvement by considering feedback and editing:   ___/10 

 

Cumulative Rubric Grade:         ___/50 

 

Final Grade:                      ___/100 

 

Notes:  

 

 

 



When crafting your essay, use this checklist to ensure your writing is academic and fully 

developed: 

 

☐ Creative, but descriptive title 

☐ MLA Format: 12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced 

☐ Try to avoid personal pronouns and use terms such as “one” and “the reader” 

☐ Try to use academic diction: utilize the thesaurus! 

☐ Answers prompt cohesively throughout response 

☐ Demonstrates comprehension of text(s) 

☐ Shows progress of Mrs. Walkup’s previously identified area(s) of growth 

Introduction that includes: 

 ☐ Topic sentence that details text and topic 

 ☐ Thesis statement that addresses the prompt with your argument; Bonus:     

       complex-sentence thesis statement 

Body Paragraph(s) that include: 

 ☐ Topic sentence that introduce the one topic/idea 

 ☐ Relevant textual evidence and citations (when citing Shakespeare, note the act,   

       scene, and line(s) numbers) 

 ☐ Your analysis that introduces and explains textual evidence 

 ☐ Analysis is focused and specific; avoid unnecessary summarizing 

Conclusion that includes:  

 ☐ Restates the topic and argument  

 ☐ Explain how your body paragraphs prove your argument 

☐ Spelling and grammatical conventions 

☐ At least a page long 

☐ If using sources beyond current Shakespeare text, include Works Cited 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Exceeding 

Expectations 

Meeting 

Expectations 

Developing  Not Evident 

Content 

 

There are strong 

connections 

between your 

essay’s argument, 

the play, and your 

research. Your 

essay 

demonstrates a 

deep analytical 

knowledge of the 

texts and the 

themes. 

You connect your 

essay to the texts 

and the themes. 

You use some 

analysis to 

support your 

argument.  

You connect your 

essay to the texts, 

but do not 

demonstrate an 

analytical 

knowledge of the 

texts or themes. 

Your argument is 

not well 

supported by 

analysis.  

Your essay is 

relevant to the 

texts, but do not 

contain an 

argument. Your 

analysis does not 

demonstrate an 

understanding of 

the texts or 

themes.  

Evidence and 

Analysis 

Demonstrates 

appropriate 

integration of 

multiple sources 

and uses 

evidence from 

these sources 

that backs up 

sophisticated 

thinking. 

All evidence used 

is relevant to the 

argument being 

presented. 

Demonstrates 

 integration of 

multiple sources 

and uses 

evidence from 

these sources 

that backs up 

thinking. 

Most of the 

evidence is 

relevant to the 

argument being 

presented. 

Demonstrates 

integration of 

some sources and 

uses evidence  

from these 

sources to make 

an attempt to 

back up thinking, 

but there are 

areas of 

confusion. 

Some of the 

evidence is 

relevant to the 

argument being 

presented. 

Seldom attempts 

to show thinking 

or back it up with 

sources.   

Uses almost no 

evidence from 

other sources to 

support ideas.  

The evidence 

presented is 

minimally 

relevant to the 

argument being 

presented. 

Organization Structures ideas 

in a logical 

manner that 

enhances the 

readability of the 

document. 

Structures ideas 

in a logical and 

progressive 

manner. 

 

Structures ideas 

in a manner that 

shows little 

logical 

organization.   

 

Structures ideas 

in a manner that 

shows no logical 

organization.   

 

Grammar and 

Word Use 

Follows grammar 

rules throughout 

the document. 

Follows grammar 

rules in most of 

the document. 

Makes multiple 

grammatical 

errors. 

Makes multiple 

grammatical 

errors, which 

seriously impede 

comprehension of 

the document. 

Analytical 

Writing Rubric 

Your essay checks 

all of the 

analytical criteria.  

Your essay checks 

off most of the 

analytical criteria. 

Your essay checks 

off some of the 

analytical criteria. 

Your essay checks 

off little of none 

of analytical 

criteria. 

 

 

Writing of the Week prompts:  



 

• How does Shakespeare represent love in the sonnets and/or in A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream? 

• Compare and contrast either Hermia and Helena or Demetrius and Lysander. How 

do the characters exemplify or subvert gendered expectations and stereotypes? 

• How does the fairies’ meddling affect the idea of love or free will? 

• The mechanicals serve as the play’s comic relief. Is Shakespeare’s making a 

commentary on class, or is everyone mocked equally regardless of social status? 

 

Socratic Seminar questions: 

 

• Does Shakespeare enforce gender roles in this play? If so, how? 

• Does Hermia, Hippolyta, or Helena breaks any of these roles? If so, when?  

• What is the significance of Oberon and Titania’s relationship? 

• What are the types of marriages represented in this play? 

• What is the greatest lesson from this play? 

• Do you consider Oberon putting the love potion on Titania’s eyes rape? 

• Would you consider Shakespeare racist? 

• What would have happened to the lovers had not the fairies interfered? 

• Switch the genders—Oberon and Theseus as women, etc.—how different would the 

story be? 

• Was the “Pyramus and Thisbe” play a mockery of love and free will? 

• Is Theseus the patriarchal figure? 

• Is “Person A” still “Person A” under the effects of magic or drugs, or are they 

someone else entirely? 

• What is the lesson behind the story of A Midsummer Night’s Dream? How does that 

lesson connect to other Shakespearean plays? 

• How would the people of Shakespeare’s era react to modern ideals compared to the 

people living in the United States now? 

• How do you think Shakespeare’s play connects to today? 

• What state of mind might have Shakespeare had while making A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream? 

• What does Shakespeare write plays with similar themes and ideas? 


