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I can’t believe that it has been 10 years since I 

launched the Transition to Adoptive Parenthood 

Project. What I initially envisioned as a small study 

of the transition to adoptive parenthood among a 

diverse group of couples ultimately ballooned into 

so much more. Both the number of participants 

included in the study (over 150 couples) and the 

number of follow ups (7 so far) far exceeded my 

initial expectations. Furthermore, this study has 

formed the basis of much of what we now know 

about the transition to adoptive parenthood (and 

beyond) in diverse families. Publications from this 

study – using YOUR data (all those numbers you 

circled, all those insights you shared over the 

phone while hiding in your child’s bedroom closet) 

– have yielded new knowledge about parenthood, 

adoption, and the growing diversity of families. 

Here are a few nuggets that we’ve learned, which 

have been disseminated in the form of academic 

publications, talks to adoption professionals, thera-

pists, and families, and media coverage: 

 Like biological parent couples, couples who 

become parents through adoption experience 

declines in their mental health (increased anxi-

ety, fatigue, stress) and relationship function-

ing (intimacy, closeness, and communication 

with their partners).  

  -Couples who report more support from  

  families, friends, and coworkers prior to  

  becoming parents are less likely to report 

  these negative changes (which, overall,  

  are  not large).  

  -Also, couples who feel more prepared for 

  the  adoption, and couples who feel more 

  connected to their neighborhoods and  

  communities, may be less likely to experi-

  ence negative changes to their mental  

  health and relationship quality. 

Special Note from the Project Director,  

Abbie Goldberg 

 Unlike biological parent couples, couples who 

become parents through adoption do experience 

unique issues which make their transition to 

parenthood more complicated in many cases. 

These unique issues include: 

  -Relationships with birth parents, which may  

  be different than expected (e.g., they may  

  involve complicated emotions and bounda- 

  ries, and may change over time) 

  -Unmet expectations about child characteris- 

  tics  (e.g., being placed with a child who dif- 

  fers in terms of age, gender, race, or needs  

  status than what one anticipated) 

  -Legal challenges (e.g., among couples who 

 are  foster-to-adopting; among same-sex 

 couples in  which both partners cannot  le-

 gally adopt  the child that they are raising 

 together)   

-Continued on the next page- 

It’s the 10-Year Anniversary of the TAPP Study!  
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The relationships that I have with all of you repre-

sent a huge gift. I love hearing from you and watch-

ing your children grow from afar. I marvel at your 

insights and am sobered by your passionate com-

mitment to your children. I am deeply grateful to 

you for being willing to share your stories, experi-

ences, and feelings, even when they are messy. 

That messiness is certainly the reality of life and of 

parenting specifically…and I’m glad that you trust 

us to hear and tell your stories. 

 

For those of you who don’t know---we are now up 

to our 7
th
 phase of this research. Namely, we’re 

contacting you about 9 years after you adopted. 

This new follow up involves online questionnaires 

(yay! We’ve joined the 21
st
 century!), interviews 

with your kids (!!) and interviews with some par-

ents. We have been having a great experience 

kicking off this most recent follow-up. We can safe-

ly say that talking to the kids is one of the best 

parts of our jobs. :)  

 

So, stay tuned if you haven’t yet heard from us re-

garding Phase 7…and as always, please share 

your stories with us for the newsletter if you’d like, 

or send us material to include, or ideas for material 

to include. 

 

Love to all of you, and thank you. 

It’s the 10-Year Anniversary of the TAPP Study!  

Beyond these findings on the initial transition to 

parenthood, we have also begun to glean important 

data about newly adoptive parents’ experiences 

attaching to their children, discrimination faced by 

same-sex couples during the adoption process and 

beyond, experiences of couples who adopt transra-

cially, and the experiences of interfacing with 

schools around adoption issues, as well as other 

issues related to family diversity (e.g., being a les-

bian/gay parent family; being a multiracial family).  

I have been fortunate to receive funding to continue 

this work. It is a difficult funding climate, as fewer 

and fewer research studies in the social sciences 

are being funded, and researchers are having to 

work twice or three times as hard to justify the im-

portance and necessity of their work.  

 

Thankfully, there are funders out there that appear 

to recognize the significance of this work, and the 

value of all of your contributions. I have also been 

fortunate to work with a number of passionate, tal-

ented graduate students on this research, who work 

tirelessly and with enthusiasm on all aspects of the 

project: developing the questionnaires and interview 

questions with me, conducting interviews, keeping 

track of all of the questionnaire and interview data, 

and arranging for participant payments to be sent.  

 

I have also been fortunate to work with a number of 

passionate, talented graduate students on this re-

search, who work tirelessly and with enthusiasm on 

all aspects of the project: developing the question-

naires and interview questions with me, conducting 

interviews, keeping track of all of the questionnaire 

and interview data, and arranging for participant 

payments to be sent.  

 

 

 

Special Note from the Project Director,  

Abbie Goldberg (continued) 
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“My husband and I have been with the TAPP pro-

ject since January 2007. We adopted our daughter 

from China in March 2007, and our son from Dal-

las, TX, who came home with us in February 2011. 

 

Initially, we shared  the same concerns all parents 

have prior to bringing babies home, with an added 

layer of uncertainty regarding their biological back-

grounds and what that means as they grow and 

mature.  

 

As we have grown together, our understanding of 

what it means to have children who don’t look like 

us has deepened.  When we go out together, we 

are very, very public. None of us resemble each 

other, so it’s immediately evident that we are a 

trans-racial adoptive family. The kids are matter of 

fact about our differences. They also pay close 

attention to how my husband and I handle our-

selves publicly. We entertain well-meaning but in-

trusive remarks and questions from strangers 

about how we came to be a family. We didn’t fully 

anticipate that, and have learned the art of polite 

deflection. As they have gotten older (9 and 4½), 

we increasingly protect their privacy when talking 

about their origins. It’s a subtle social balancing 

act, it shifts as the kids mature and we must keep 

their best interests top of mind.  

 

With our daughter who is pre-pubescent, we will 

soon wade into what it means to date as an Asian-

American girl, and all the preconceptions that go 

along with that. And with our son, who is black, it’s 

given us a much more immediate understanding 

and visceral response to events like the Trayvon 

Martin killing, and unrest in Ferguson and Balti-

more. We worry about his safety as he matures, 

and work within our community to advocate for him 

and others like him.  

Special Note from a Long-time  

TAPP Participant  

It’s the 10-Year Anniversary of the TAPP Study!  

A Note from the TAPP Team 

We love hearing your stories about your family’s 

experiences around adoption. If you have a story 

that you’d like to w rite for the newsletter, please 

send Abbie an email (agoldberg@clarku.edu). 

10 Ways the World Changed in 2005 

1. The video-sharing website “YouTube” was 

founded. 

2. Hurricane Katrina struck the Louisi-

ana, Mississippi, and Alabama 

coastal areas, killing more than 

1836 people and causing billions of dollars in 

damage. 

3. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was inaugurated as 

the 265th Pope, taking on the name Pope Ben-

edict XVI. 

4. Star Wars: Episode III-Revenge 

of the Sith premiered. 

5. Same-sex marriage was legal-

ized in Canada and Spain. 

6. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince was 

published. 

7. The first iPod Nano was released. 

8. Google Maps was launched 

9. The number puzzle, Sudoku, was introduced in 

the United States. 

10. French surgeons carried out the first human 

face transplant. 

We use the TAPP resources consistently, it pro-

vides great benchmarks, tools and food for thought 

as we go through these changes. And of course, 

we love hearing from Abbie and her colleagues, 

sharing stories and photos as our families grow.”  



THE TRANSITION TO ADOPTIVE    

PARENTHOOD PROJECT 

We are so happy you are participating in our re-
search. Please keep us informed of how you are 
doing – We are always interested in hearing your 
updates AND non-updates!!  

Recent Adoption-Related Research   

By Katharine Hill & Fintan Moore, Journal of Family 

Social Work (May 2015) 

 

THE POSTADOPTION NEEDS OF ADOPTIVE 

PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

 

Adoptions of children with disabilities are consid-

ered special needs, due to the higher level of sup-

port needed pre- and postadoption by families and 

children for adoptions to succeed. Despite this fact, 

very few studies examine the specific postadoption 

experiences of families with children with disabili-

ties. Using secondary analysis of a national survey 

of adoptive parents, as well as interviews and a 

focus group with adoptive parents in one state, this 

study examines families’ with adopted children with 

disabilities challenges and unmet needs after adop-

tion, as well as the postadoption needs and experi-

ences of adoptive families with children with devel-

opmental and intellectual disabilities and adoptive 

families of children with emotional, behavioral, and 

mental health disabilities. Findings indicate that 

families with children with disabilities do report 

higher rates of challenges and barriers to ser-

vice access, and that this is particularly true in 

families with adopted children with emotional, 

behavioral, and mental health disabilities. Impli-

cations for research and practice are discussed.  

 

Click HERE to read the abstract of this study. 

 
 
 
 

Recent Adoption-Related Research   

By April M. Moyer & Abbie E. Goldberg, Child & 

Family Social Work (March 2015)...YES, this pub-

lication uses TAPP data! 

 

‘WE WERE NOT PLANNING ON THIS, BUT…’: 

ADOPTIVE PARENTS’ REACTIONS AND ADAP-

TATIONS TO UNMET EXPECTATIONS 

 

This study explored adoptive parents' responses to 

unexpected characteristics of their children with a 

lens of family stress theory. Ninety individuals in 

45 couples, 30 of whom adopted via child welfare 

and 15 of whom adopted via private domestic 

adoption, were interviewed 3 months post-adoptive 

placement regarding unfulfilled expectations about 

their child's age, gender, race and special needs. 

Unmet expectations were especially stressful 

when parents lacked support and when they 

perceived themselves as having little power to 

‘mould’ their children. In contrast, perceptions 

of adequate support and cognitive flexibility 

appeared to facilitate positive experiences dur-

ing parents' transition to adoptive parenthood. 

Implications for professionals are discussed, in-

cluding suggestions for pre-adoption training and 

provision of post-adoption support.  

 

Click HERE to read the abstract of this study. 

In the summer newsletter, we asked you: What 

rules or guidelines does your family follow re-

garding your child's Internet use (e.g., setting 

time limits, restricting access to certain sites)?  

 

Your responses included:  

 setting time limits 

 Approving websites and 

games ahead of time 

 taking away computer time for poor behavior. 

Summer Poll Results 
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http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10522158.2015.1022846
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cfs.12219/abstract?userIsAuthenticated=false&deniedAccessCustomisedMessage
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Adoption-Related News 

November is National Adoption Awareness 
Month! 
 
“Originally and historically, the purpose of AAM was 
to dispel myths about and focus on the normalcy of 
adoptive family life, as well as to call attention to the 
need for homes for hundreds of thousands of wait-
ing North American children. AAM is about celebra-
tion and gratitude and hope, not about anger and 
disillusionment. It has become a popular time to 
hold adoption fairs and conferences, plan political 
action events, and more.” (from national-adoption-
month.adoption.com) 
 
There are many ways to celebrate National Adop-
tion Awareness Month. 
 

 Support Adoption Foundations 

 Write a letter to your local newspaper about 
your experience with adoption (or write to us in  
the TAPP Lab—we love hearing from you!) 

 Read an adoption story as a family 

 Ask your local library to display adoption-related 
books 

 Learn more about positive adoption language 
 
Click HERE for a list of further suggestions for cele-
brating National Adoption Awareness Month. 
 
 
National Adoption Day is celebrated every Satur-
day before Thanksgiving. National Adoption Day 
is a collective national effort to raise awareness 
of the more than 100,000 children in foster care 
waiting to find permanent, loving families. A coa-
lition of national partners – Dave Thomas Founda-
tion for Adoption, Congressional Coalition on Adop-
tion Institute, The Alliance for Children’s Rights and 
Children’s Action Network – sponsor National Adop-
tion Day.  
 
This year, National Adoption Day is November 
21, 2015. Last year, 4,500 children were adopted on 
this day. So far, over 54,500 children have been 
adopted from foster care since National Adoption 
Day began (from nationaladoptionday.org). Nation-
ally, hundreds of communities get involved, hosting 
adoption-related events for families. 
 
 
 

As reported by the Donaldson Adoption Institute 
(Summer 2015) 
 
LEADING CHILD WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS 
WEIGH IN ON UNREGULATED CHILD CUSTODY 
TRANSFERS 
 
Unregulated custody transfers (also known as 
“rehoming”) has been a topic of concern nationwide 
following a Reuters investigation of the phenome-
non. Several national child welfare organizations 
issued recommendations to strengthen protec-
tions for adopted children. These recommenda-
tions acknowledge the intense need for more and 
effective pre- and post-adoption services. Although 
these bills would only make modest changes to pre- 
and post-adoptive services, they reaffirm the need 
to provide support to  families. 
 
Click HERE to read the joint statement from the 
child welfare organizations, and HERE to read this 
article on the Donaldson Adoption Institute website.  

As reported by Matt Rocheleau, the Boston Globe 
(August 2015) 
 
HOW DOES THE MASSACHUSETTS FOSTER 
CARE SYSTEM WORK? 
 
The death of a 2-year-old, the hospitalization of a 
22-month-old, and the precautionary hospitalization 
of a 6-month-old, all of whom were in foster care at 
an Auburn home, have put a spotlight on how the 
foster care system in Massachusetts works and 
what it does to protect children. 
 
There are about 8,000 foster children of all ages 
— from infants to adolescents — in Massachu-
setts and 400,000 in the United States, accord-
ing to AdoptUSKids, a program run jointly by 
the federal government and a national adoption 
nonprofit. Children enter the foster care system if 
the state is unable to find suitable placement within 
the family. 
 
Here is a quick overview of how the system works 
in Massachusetts. 
 
In Massachusetts, foster parents must be at least 
18 years old and able to provide adequate, safe 
living arrangements for the child and all other 
household members. The parents must also have a 
stable source of income to support themselves and 
the child, according to state officials. 
 

Click HERE to continue reading this article. 

Domestic Adoption Policy News 

Domestic Adoption Policy News 

http://national-adoption-month.adoption.com/
http://national-adoption-month.adoption.com/
http://www.nationaladoptionawarenessmonth.com/celebrate.html
http://www.parents.com/parenting/adoption/facts/childrens-books-about-adoption/
http://www.chicagonow.com/portrait-of-an-adoption/2014/03/top-adoption-books-and-resources-a-not-to-be-missed-list-of-recommendations/
http://www.chicagonow.com/portrait-of-an-adoption/2014/03/top-adoption-books-and-resources-a-not-to-be-missed-list-of-recommendations/
http://www.parents.com/parenting/adoption/parenting/positive-adoption-language/
http://national-adoption-month.adoption.com/information/observing-adoption-awareness-month.html
http://www.nationaladoptionday.org/about/
http://www.nationaladoptionday.org/events/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Joint-Statement_Responding-to-Rehoming-Protecting-Children-Strengthening-Adoptive-Families_June2015.pdf
http://adoptioninstitute.org/summer-2015-dai-newsletter/
file:///C:/Users/kablack.CLARKU/Documents/Sound Organizer
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International Adoption News 

 
 

As reported by Kaitlin Solimine of The Wall Street 
Journal (September 2015) 
 
FROM THE EXPAT BLOG: HELP FOR EXPATRI-
ATES ADOPTING A CHILD OVERSEAS 
 
Kathy O’Brien, a Singapore-based single mother, 
recalls how her journey to adopt two sons from Vi-
etnam in 2002 began: “Picture a pair of childless 
women in their 40s running around a baby store in 
Singapore trying to buy everything a 3-month-old 
would need,” Ms. O’Brien recalls. The next day she 
flew to Vietnam to meet her first son. 
 
Adopting a child while living abroad involves 
particular challenges, from the logistical to the 
emotional. Legal requirements will vary depending 
on factors like the parents’ nationality, where they 
reside and which country they will be adopting from. 
 
The U.S. government has processes for expats 
and military service members who adopt a child 
while living abroad. Specifically, prospective par-
ents who are Americans are required to use a 
Hague-certified adoption agency and fulfill require-
ments including a home inspection by a social 
worker and background checks. In 2012, there 
were 8,668 intercountry adoptions by Americans. 
 
In some countries, adoption, while common, isn’t 
regularly discussed. Finding adoption resources 
and support groups in such a place can be difficult.  
 
Click HERE to read the rest of this article. 

International Adoption Policy News International Adoption News 

As reported by The Associated Press, The New 
York Times (September 2015) 

FOR MANY US ADOPTEES FROM GUATEMALA, 

A COMPLICATED LEGACY 

NEW YORK — Scattered across the United States 
are more than 29,000 young people born in Guate-
mala and adopted by U.S. families before that trou-
bled Central American nation shut down internation-
al adoption in 2008 amid allegations of rampant cor-
ruption and baby-selling. 

Today, as adoptees come of age, many want to 
know about their birth mother and why she placed 
them and wonder about the murky circumstances of 
adoption. Some have traveled to Guatemala to in-
vestigate. 

"Guatemala was all I could think about," said Gem-
ma Givens, a 25-year-old adoptee in California, who 
has made two trips to the country to learn what she 
could. 

"I was just a mess," she said, "the questions, the 
wondering, the pain, the desire to heal and to figure 
it out." 

International adoptions from Guatemala began 
to surge after a 36-year-civil war ended in 1996. 
Tens of thousands of civilians disappeared or were 
killed during the conflict, leaving legions of children 
without care. Orphanages overflowed, and Ameri-
can families seeking to adopt soon learned there 
was a vast supply of infants being made availa-

ble. 

By 2006, more than 4,000 Guatemalan children an-
nually — about 1 of every 100 babies — were being 
adopted by American families, and the small coun-
try became the second-largest source of adoptees 
after China. Huge sums were at stake — American 
families routinely paid $30,000 or more to Guatema-
lan lawyers to arrange an adoption. 

Then, as evidence of corruption mounted, the pipe-
line closed. Adoptions to the U.S. dropped to 27 last 
year. 

Roughly half of all the adoptions by Americans 
entailed some type of impropriety — from out-
right abduction of infants by Guatemalan racket-
eers to baby-selling to various types of coercion 
and deception that induced mothers to relin-
quish their children, according to Carmen Monico 
of Elon University. The professor of human service 
studies has conducted extensive research on adop-
tion in Guatemala.  

Click HERE to continue reading this article. 

As reported by Traci Tong, PRI (August 2015) 
 
HOW SOUTH KOREA BECAME THE FIRST 
COUNTRY TO START INTERNATIONAL ADOP-
TIONS 
 
It was the early 1950s, at the height of the Cold 
War. The Korean conflict was coming to an end and 
the peninsula was divided. There were more than 
100,000 war orphans, not to mention the thousands 
of biracial GI babies who were deemed unaccepta-
ble to Korean society.  
 
Some of the earliest efforts were taken by American 
servicemen who had developed personal relation-
ships with the children they met at the orphanages 
or took into their units as houseboys or mascots, 
says Arissa Oh, who has written a book about the 
origins of international adoption.  
 
Click HERE to continue reading this article. 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/from-the-expat-blog-help-for-expatriates-adopting-a-child-overseas-1441222560
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2015/09/06/us/ap-us-adopted-from-guatemala.html?_r=0
http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-08-28/how-south-korea-became-first-country-start-international-adoptions


We are very excited to welcome two new members 
to our team!  

 

Melissa Manley is a first year doctoral student in 
Clinical Psychology. She received her B.A. in Psy-
chology from the University of Michigan, where she 
co-authored a paper on sexual fluidity in poly-
amorous and monoamorous individuals. After earn-
ing her bachelor’s, Melissa worked with LGBTQ 
teenagers and young adults in a support program 
through a local nonprofit, Ozone House. Melissa is 
interested in sexual orientation and identity develop-
ment, gender nonconformity, and how individuals 
and communities interact with experiences of ine-
quality.  

 

Reihonna Frost is a first-year doctoral student in 
Clinical Psychology. She received her undergradu-
ate degree in Psychology from Oberlin College. Af-
ter graduating, she worked with children and fami-
lies as a service coordinator for Ohio’s Help Me 
Grow early intervention program. From there, Rei-
honna took a job as a research assistant for the 
Language Development Project at the University of 
Chicago. In her four years with the project, she co-
ordinated data collection, subject communications 
and new cohort recruitment. 

 

Reihonna’s research interests are united by the 
basic question, “What works in adoption?” She is 
curious about what it means to be an adoptive fami-
ly and how adoption experiences differ for diverse 
families. She is also interested in child development 
within the context of the adoptive family. She hopes 
to identify common challenges for adoptive parents 
and how parents address those challenges. 
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American Psychological Association Annual 
Convention 
 
The American Psychological Association Annual 
Convention took place August 6-9 in Toronto, Ontar-
io. Our lab was well-represented.   
 
Abbie Goldberg presented a paper titled 
“Lesbian, Gay, and Heterosexual Adoptive Par-
ents’ Experiences with Schools,” in a symposi-
um on minority stress, gender issues, and chil-
dren’s well-being in families. Her talk focused on 
challenges associated with being a sexual-minority 
status family, such as teachers’ lack of experience 
in working with lesbian and gay parent families, het-
erosexist language, and lack of acceptance by other 
parents. She also discussed implications for school 
programs and public policy. 
 
In a second symposium on LGBTQ Reproductive 
and Family-Building Experiences, Abbie Goldberg 
presented a paper titled “Sexual Identity and 
Well-Being During the Prenatal Period Among 
Invisible Sexual Minority Women.” Her talk fo-
cused on sexual minority women during the perina-
tal period, their sexual identity, outness, mental 
health, social support, and experiences with health 
care providers. 
 
Kay Sweeney presented a poster titled “Parental 
Gatekeeping in Heterosexual, Lesbian, and Gay 
Parent Families with Young Children.” Kay ex-
plored the reported division of labor in couples who 
had adopted a child. 
 
Katie Black presented a poster titled “Adoptive 
Parents' Relationships with Birth Family Mem-
bers via Technology and Social Media.” She ex-
plored how adoptive parents navigate relationships 
with their child’s birth family members via technolo-
gy and social media. 
 
Click HERE to see the full program from the confer-
ence. 
 
 

TAPP Team Update: Conferences New TAPP Team Members! 

New Poll! 

In honor of the 10-year anniversary of the TAPP 
Study, we want to know: What do you wish you 
knew about parenting 10 years ago? 
 
To respond to the poll (anonymously), click HERE 
to be taken to the Qualtrics page. The poll should 
take about 1 minute to complete. 

http://apps.apa.org/convsearch/article.aspx?id=2099&type=abstract
http://apps.apa.org/convsearch/article.aspx?id=2509&type=abstract
http://apps.apa.org/convsearch/article.aspx?id=151217&type=abstract
http://apps.apa.org/convsearch/article.aspx?id=151422&type=abstract
http://www.apa.org/convention/programming/index.aspx
https://clarku.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_9zPIsVpc35w89Ct


Written by Gabrielle Glaser, The New York Times 

(July 2015) 
 

A SON GIVEN UP FOR ADOPTION IS FOUND 
AFTER HALF A CENTRUY, AND THEN LOST 
AGAIN 
 

On a rainy spring evening last year, Margaret Erle 

Katz noticed a voice mail from an unfamiliar area 

code and dismissed it as a message from a tele-

marketer. A day later, though, she listened. And 

listened, and listened. 

 

The faint voice on the other end of the line belonged 

to a man for whom Ms. Katz had been searching 

most of her life. The caller, David Rosenberg, was 

the son she had reluctantly relinquished for adop-

tion in Manhattan when she was a girl of 17. 

 

For decades, Ms. Katz, now 71, repeatedly tried to 

contact her son through the Manhattan agency that 

began arranging the adoption in 1962. None of the 

messages were ever delivered. And Mr. Rosenberg, 

whose birth certificate showed only the names of his 

adoptive parents, with the original records sealed, 

didn’t know where to start. 

 

Then his wife gave him a $99 kit from a DNA-testing 

company; and a vial of Mr. Rosenberg’s saliva gave 

momentum to his search. A distant relative began a 

hunt that eventually led to his mother. In his quest, 

Mr. Rosenberg was like a growing number of 

adoptees, who use testing kits and the research 

power of the Internet to help locate birth rela-

tives. A spokesman for the company whose kit he 

used, 23andMe, said about 6 percent of its 1 mil-

lion customers were adoptees; nationwide, 

adoptees account for less than 2 percent of the 

population. 

 
Click HERE to continue reading this article. 
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From www.tasteofhome.com 
 
Ingredients 
 
1/2 cup semisweet chocolate chips 
48 milk chocolate kisses 
48 Nutter Butter Bites 
 
Directions 
 
In a microwave, melt chocolate chips; stir until 
smooth. Spread the flat side of each kiss with a 
small amount of melted chocolate; immediately at-
tach each to a cookie. 
 
Cut a small hole in the corner of a pastry or plastic 
bag; insert a small round tip. Fill with remaining melt-
ed chocolate. Pipe a stem onto 
each acorn. Place on waxed pa-
per-lined baking sheets; refriger-
ate until set. Store in an airtight 
container.  
 
Yield: 4 dozen.  

Quick Ideas for Nurturing  
and Connection! 

Special Topics in Adoption 

Please send us your updates.  
If you have any questionnaires lying around,  

please send them back!  
We are thinking of you all.  

 
-Abbie & the Transition to Adoptive  

Parenthood Project team  
(April, Katie, Kay, Melissa, & Reihonna) 

 
PS: We’re on Facebook! Even if you don’t have a 
page of your own, you can look at the TAPP Face-

book page. To check us out, click here. 

Fall is Here! Word Search 

Acorn Treats Recipe 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/12/nyregion/a-son-given-up-for-adoption-is-found-after-half-a-century-and-then-lost-again.html?_r=0
http://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/acorn-treats
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/The-Transition-to-Adoptive-Parenthood-Project-TAPP/210464812313047

